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Guttridge 


this 



H _, h lv before 1976 

writte has r never before appea 

story It is one of the_ 

a fanzine. tain iy the best 

first—and ce tale s, circulated 

-underground discre tely in 

very P r ^ t photocopies only, 
manuscript P" the pattern for 

BING » F r f K H /s stories, and had 
many ea ffL ors# but none surpassed 
many 1 ^ lt R rit ish author is well 

it- T J?® her sensitive and accurate 

known for ^ # and skillful 

character P action, descrip- 

handling al theses and ideas. 

tl0n ,’ lection of her stories has 
Recently been printed by ScoTPres 

* it * * ^ ^ 

virk and Spock materialized side by 
, arassy hillside. At their 

S i d6 valley 9 spread out like a realistic 

relief map. There were rolling meadows 

^er fnd a dark forest that reached all 
ihlway to the horizon. The sky lay over 
the land like an inverted brass plate, its 
lim resting on the most distant mountain 

T here was an air of stillness, almost 

of brooding: no birds sang, no insects 
buzzed among the flowers and not a breath 
of wind disturbed the grassheads. 

Kirk breathed deeply and expanded his 
lungs with oxygen-rich air. "A beautiful 

It's a pity we don 


place, Mr. Spock. 
have time to make a more thorough 

investigation. " 


I 


Spock looked up 
and frowned 


eyebrows 

"We have exactly two hours 
minutes before the ion storm 
system." 


from beneath lowered 
the horizon vista. 


and 


thirteen 

this 


"And by then we 

ENTERPRISE a 


have 
clear. 


have the 


Kirk sighed. 


long way 
"What about 


II 


those 


sensor readings you picked 


m 


know, 

mysterious 

•? " 


» • 































Soock studied his tricorder. A most 
mrious phenomenon. They emanate from a 
single isolated region a little over half 
a mile distant. In that direction. e 

indicated the shoulder of the hill. 

4 

"Well," Kirk squared his shoulders, 
"It's a lovely - afternoon for A walk and 
we do have the time. I suggest we take 

a look." 


Spock nodded his assent and the two 
men started out diagonally across the 
hillside, their shadows preceding them 
and the sun scorching their backs 
through their shirts. They walked in 
almost complete silence, exchanging 
only an occasional comment. Kirk 
studied the endless panorama, while 
Spock paid much more attention to the 
tricorder, but both enjoyed the 
opportunity to stretch their legs and 
breathe the fresh air. The journey 
was completed all too quickly. They 
were approaching the final rise in the 
land when Kirk's communicator beeped. 


He stopped and flipped the device 
open. "Kirk here," he said. 

"Scott here, sir." The Engineer's 
voice came down from the starship, 
sounding puzzled. "I hate to alarm 
you. Captain, but there's been some 
sort of mistake in our calculations." 



hi 


in 


him hard. "Spock! 



put a hand on his shoulder 
Spock, what's the matter?"* 

Slowly the Vulcan lookea 
and Kirk saw that his face w*<= Up at 
his lips slightly parted, hi*, qui te h 7» 
of all intelliaenne. Horrif 

Snap out n.^tk 3(l' 
Spock!" P ° £ It, 

forward and 1 =,., 

Bewildered v- Y °* hi 

up and stared about for some L i tk 

might have caused the Vulcan 

then he heard the noise- or n ^ ]Ur y. ^ 

heard it as felt it and saw So *u C h* 

spots flashed and exploded i n f Bri 9ht 
eyes. A sensation he had nev^ r ° nt °f h- 
before rippled the fabric of hf o eXper ieni S 
clasped his hands to his ears * s , mi nd. ^ 

silence the sirenlike singina * 

his skull. His mind became 
and memory ceased—it was imposgix, Th °Uo^ 
think. He dropped to his knles x-* * 

clutching vainly at the sand and t£ S hdr >ia 
insensible, he collapsed, twitched^”' 
and lay still, one outflung arm acr° nCe 

mjm 




Vulcan's back. 


the 


* * * * * 


with 




with 


to .. Ca P tail ? Ki rk," scott Sai(J 

command s eat 

No one answered and Scott »“ 6 . in ' 

tion. Sl 9hed 


i 


C If IT * J - nT:o the com 
Scott to Captain Kirk. 


"Mistake, Scotty?" 

"Aye. I just ran a check on that 
ion storm. It's a lot nearer and 
travelin' a whole lot faster than we 
thought. I have to beam you up at 

once. It'll be on us in less than 
seven minutes!" 


Kirk looked anxiously for the 

-iust a v*n! 1 ch^ ad 9 ° ne ° n ahead and WaS 

bv "Wishing over the rise. "Stand 

orbit " e K?rk S a !? 0ard and warp out of 

communicator a " d gapping th< 


towards e t he°top of °thf S ^ arply upw 

his hands tfpun bi^ ?" d Kil 

iast few feet himself up t 

looked down the ores 

the source of the m , 4 • 6 first time 
readings. There wa? a°a 8 sensor 

hasm fii ied with a f a da P ress ion o 

thrusting ud th»- , ne white sand 
number of S p ik y °“3h the ground weri 

line formations.' P Snork' Veined cr ys 1 

There’gx 9et fa ack 
us!« 9 ftat ton storm. T ^t sca 

J-t s o 

remained C o n n k lther woved 

0 b i - "h p e ok ; 
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"What's happened 
McCoy demanded as the 

deepened with concern 
answer?!" 


wzinKj.es in hi«? * 

"Why don • t'the^ 


I don't know. Doctor." Scn<-+- ov 
ead. "i just don . t know . Sc ° £t ^ook 


his head. 

can't wait around here An ' We 

to find out. Mister Suln^ on 9 er in order 
orbit." Mister Sulu, prepare to l eaV( 


tv? OY Y^^^l t ^ ^ineer's 


arm. 


"Scotty! You can't go ofjTmnd i 

SbS?-*' *«<»««•» 

but 

We'll be the ones in . tain ' lf we stay I 

There's a force nii£ ? eSperate tr ouble. 

on US, an' rioht 1116 i° n s . torm bearin' 

minutes away' 9 a Mast^f fx beSt two 

np this ship apart in seconds!" 
fist down on 9 thi arm^f y ( .^ anged a clenche 

"But can't we i rm of tlle command- chair 

security detail*>" leaSt beam down a 



time? ’ ' , We , 1 ™* don 


word?" 


Uhura, is there 


"That 


I 


£ n the command seax ! Scott sa t 

hack to this D lin J actor Six. We' 

Dr. McCoy, but xx S S ? on as we c 

time being 
















tv 

ll; 


*1 



























































s*--s/S SS 

have to tij' „hied. and then 

ENT BRPRi§E trembled, a 

The Sq^SSSne had stru 

l“ rched „?ow. F° r a moro ?" t t he command 
mi9 ht J g n( j McCoy cl i lll ? ted Scott cocked 

seat as "jj. „ It seems as 


seat as tne " ^ «it seen 
an e Ff already," he said. 

caught ^ ^ * * # 


There was 


Kirk opened -n^in^is head and all 
an i" s ?f s |e r wlre vivid, ^xpioding lights, 

he could se +-hinking was crystal 

but some |j° W s truggled onto his kn ®| s f *^ 

groped byind f y tra ce Qf despera tion 
only sand. thoughts as his senses 

crept into hi @ more . He stretched 

began to si p ling the ground around 

out widest possible circle. His 

him ‘ h touched something warm and 

fin ?f^no? the sleeve of the Vulcan's 
y i 6 if “Spook! " On hands and knees he 

crawled to him. “Spock, come on! 

Spock didn't respond. r _ t . - • 

_ <rk aripped him beneath the armpits and 

^jsued The Vulcan's body was a dead 

S It was impossible to shift it 

more than a few inches at a time. 


^ - # 

Kirk shifted it. 


But 

_ __ Feeling as if his heart 

or^is^head would surely burst, he dragged 
them both up the side of the depression. 
There was sand in his hair and in his eyes 
and in his mouth. He spat it out and 
rolled them both over the lip and onto 
the descending bank. 


The Captain lay on his back in the 
cool grass, panting. The sweat dried and 
left a coating of grit on his skin. His 
eyes stared blindly at the sky. And then 
he blinked and frowned. The flashing lights 
were becoming fewer and less brilliant, and 
the singing in his ears was dying away to a 
sigh. 


He sat up. His eyes were beginning 
to function more normally. His vision 
was darkened, as if he had just stepped 
out of bright sunshine into shadow. He 
shook his head to clear away the last of 
the singing voices. Spock was lying 
beside him, spreadeagled on the grass and 
covered with the powdery sand. Knowing 
ow that grit could torture, Kirk bent 
over him and dusted as much of it as he 
could away from his eyes. 

•i . It,s now, Spock. Wake 

“ e ur 9ed. Spock remained lifeless, 

nn^°? gh to Kirk his breathing seemed 
1 a an< ? the rapid fluttering heartbeat 
If,* , °wn m his left side was strong, 
it- k u *}.t c hed his communicator, blew on 
S t,A dlSlod ^ e the sand and called the 
Scotf "Kirk to Enterprise. Come in, 

rpcn T ^ e un disciplined hiss of static 

responded at once, but that was all. It 

the cih^ t ^ lat Kirk noticed the length of 
hung ifir° WS and t * le way in which the sun 
T hev a • ^ razen ball above the horizon. 

nad lam senseless many hours. 


Automatically glancing heavenwards, Kirk 
put the communicator away and returned 
his attention to Spock. 

As he had seen McCoy do in the past 
to revive Vulcans from their near death 
healing trance, he slapped him across the 
cheek, gently, not wishing to inflict pain. 
Spock remained stubbornly still and white¬ 
faced. Kirk gritted his teeth and hit him 
again, much harder. A small spot of blood 
appeared at the corner of the Vulcan's 
mouth and he stirred, his back arching. 

Kirk shook him. "Come on, Spock! Come 
out of it!" 

Spock opened his eyes and looked at 
him, puzzled, and then, with a little 
assistance he sat up, tucking his legs 
under him. 

"Are you all right?" Kirk asked- 
anxiously. 

Spock blinked and the vacancy faded 
from his eyes. "I believe I am... 
undamaged. Captain." He touched the back 
of his hand to his mouth and looked with 
interest at the smear of blood. 

"I'm sorry I had to do that," Kirk 
said. "We were both knocked cold by some¬ 
thing down there. I got you out but I 
couldn't bring you round." 

"Yes. A most interesting phenomenon. 
Some emission from those crystalline forms 
stimulates certain neural passages in the 
brain beyond endurance. It would seem that 
you have a partial immunity, whereas I have 
none. A further investigation...." 

Kirk held up a hand. "There will 
be no further investigation, Mr. Spock. 
Immunity or not, neither one of us is 
going anywhere near that formation." 

"In that case, Captain, I suggest 
we return to the ENTERPRISE and...." 

"The ENTERPRISE is gone. Someone 
made an error in estimating the speed 
and proximity of that storm. When 
Mr. Scott lost contact with us he must 
have taken the ship to safety. We'll 
have to fend for ourselves until he 
gets back here." 

Spock looked up at him. "That 
could be weeks, or even months, 
depending on the damage the ENTERPRISE 

sustains," he said slowly. 

"Indeed it could, Mr. Spock. We 
must consider ourselves fortunate that 
this planet appears to be well endowed." 
Kirk turned and looked towards the 
river and the forest. "If you're well 
enough to walk, we'll be most likely 
to find shelter and something to eat 
down there." He looked at the Vulcan 
with a twinkle in his eye. "I'm 
afraid the food is more likely to be 

animal than vegetable." 

Spock, on his feet now, shook his 
head. "Thank you, Captain, but I do not 
believe I am hungry," he said stiffly. 









Kirk laughed and set off down the 
. n For two seconds Spock looked 

him his hands clenched into two 
after r c.ro and his eyes burning with a 
deej^cons ter nation? aL then he followed, 
running to catch up. 

The downhill walking was easy 

despite the ankle-length grass that 

horizon a y P dark line of 

trels drew s?eadi?y nearer. They were 
tSe most curious trees ^.the shape ? 

covered w!th an intricate ^1-over 

^h^bu^s 6 of finely divided fronds. 

In less than an hour after setting 
out from the hillside, Kirk and Spock 
reached the banks of the river, 
water was clear and dark and icy cold 
and it ran lazily over a bed of fine 
gravel and small rounded stones. 

Standing beside it, listening to its 
gurgle and looking at the trees on the 
opposite bank, both men again became 
aware of the brooding silence. 



Over their shoulders the sun touched 
the horizon and its brassy light turned to 
a more mellow gold. Spock looked over his 
shoulder at the sunset and its light gilded 
his features and threw his eyes and the 
inner surfaces of his ears into black relief. 
He looked gaunt and Kirk frowned at a 
peculiar passingly faint expression that 
crossed his face, but when the Vulcan 
turned towards him again the glimpse was 
gone and the features placid. 


"We don't have a great deal of time 
before dark," Kirk remarked. "We'll have 
to press on if we want to find somewhere 
secure to spend the night. That looks 
promising." He pointed along the river 
bank to a copse of the strange trees 
that grew on their side of the water. 


Spock nodded and without another word 
Kirk started out. 


sun 


of thp fc rTf,f b fu ide the slow » wide waters 

examDl^ ^ ? hat they saw fc heir first 
examples of planetary life. o n the fey 

were' a S lfr“ led in the last ra ys °f the 

beasts indisti^Shable^ ° r more ~ of 
crocodiles. They were^nn 10 ” terrestrial 
smallest was twentv fL! ° rmoUS; the 

they lay so still + 6t ln len 9th and 

rotting logs. ^ resembled blackene 

and Peered°into d the h dimn at ^ first tr ee 

he dimness beyond. 

that jnU^L^^eniST a 
brackish. The grass of da ?P sme Ued 

swiftly gave way to moss he rive r bank 

under foot and formed an' ^ Was soft 
between the trees tk unbroken carpet 

aim S 5 iff and s Piky but aecondar y growth 

" “"“WooMn, bu" boS 5 “;« 
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hard-shelled fruits and Ki 


*n<j 


tney mignt be edible. if th ae ho 
there was a strong possibiv!?* 
would go hungry to bed that tY th * 







I 




They found a place wher 
sloped steeply up from the the 

a high, dry place beneath th^ ter k 

the trees. -- the a 




moss which would make an »t 

the river provided fresh wat2y 

^ a TKn m n n 4- - 1 w 



I The men took consider^K^ *bur> 

in dousing their faces and dr bIe 
Kirk tipped a cupped handful ^ nkin S 


back of his neck and 
The Vulcan's fringe 


looked up V ^t 


damp 


Spo 


°uijOk ft 

lets off his hands and strai ghte ^ 
looking again towards the sun -^ 


vast red orb now, the lower~edq Xt Was ^ 
disk corroded by the horizon hiil° f its 




s. 


It was then that they heard 
from the forest on the f ar • 
of the river. f irsf a n Sl( ^e 





First of all there wa! 
a crash, as if something the size S 

weight of a mobile fortress had col-^ 
lided with and demolished several 







And 


It 


began with a rumbling groan ai 
swiftly into a full-throated bellow^ 
The starship officers stood beside th 
water and looked towards the thick S 
penciled edge of the forest. 

was absolutely nothing to be seen and 
the noise did not come again, but the 




There 


atmosphere had changed subtly. No 
breeze had risen to stir the tree 
fronds but it was distinctly cooler 
and the river distinctly grayer. 

Downstream, the Crocodiles took to the 


water one by one. The waves from their 


noses and their powerful, lazily-moving 


tails made dark ripples. 


Utter silence followed the noise 


and into it Kirk murmured, "What in the 


name of all that's holy was that?" 


Spock shook his head. "Unknown, 
Captain." 

"Whatever it was, let's hope we 
don't meet one at close quarters." 

"There may be other creatures of an 

unfriendly nature in the vicinity. A 
fire should keep them at bay." 

"Good thinking." Kirk flexed the 
tension out of his shoulders. "There 
were a couple of fallen trees back there. 
Let's go and collect whatever's dry 

enough to burn." 

By common consent the two men 
remained close together as they collect® 

the bark and the dried fronds and carrie 
them to the river bank. They completed 

the final trip just as the sun took its 

final plunge to oblivion over the hiU s * 

® became abruptly and entirely 

9 y, devoid of all color, and almost 

a once the first star began to shine. 

. * he V ^ a< d accumulated enough f ue ^ 

ee P a small fire burning thoughou 



ft 





.loven h °^ e n of h ba 


Kirk 

_i c ven *•—;. 0 f b»rK «ith 

. tc 6l c « i oil^ i tO 

«£ ?i^hna tSy-^-essari^J- 

X#* Sh “n;- the *«i~ 

sp0 ck cra ^ e flat stones. He 

oP« n ^oft e ^ rnel c aSti“ ^ " reDared 

°H O s °il flesh cauti 



Xe a s01 flesh caU first acidy » u 

tastef the ^ at ^ e unp ieasantly 
to sp g s weet and £ he tricorder a 

that it the res 

P° iS K« shell® andthe flare an 

of the K.rned «th a at 9 s recede 


for 


rned wit 
minutes 


**’ j w said Kirk, 

“I do J^ rt U wf cou?d have made a mis- 

% n l«e that-" 


Across t*j® 
,ised an eyebrow 



from him* Spock 

"Captain?" 


The 


function 




equipment Qf ion storms 

I don't 

unction. 

,. m , rps were correct, as they 

\Z STSUS*.-»•* “ ld 

y* 

• I don't doubt that. But what about 
nput ?" 

I relayed it myself directly 
nsors. " , 


from 


the sensors. 


Then 


with the auto-relay system 
once before..." 


something wrong 
There was 


"I relayed the figures manually 


•I 


the 


For long seconds silence lay between 

_ like a thick blanket as both stared 

into the flames thinking his own thoughts 

"You've never relayed an incorrect 
figure in your life." Kirk said at last, 
slowly. "There must be a malfunction in 
the ionic intensity sensors. There's no 
other explanation." 


"If that is so, then the ENTERPRISE 
is# at the moment, in severe danger." 

Kirk looked up at the brightening 

stars, prefering not to think about that 
possibility but finding there was no 
alternative. "Scotty'11 handle it," he 
said with more conviction than he felt. 
He 'll fix her up and bring her back." 

Spock said nothing. He lowered 
fire^ 68 and stared broodingly into the 


long 


In any event," Kirk went on after a 
pause, "there's nothing we can do. 


int in Bitting huro worrying. 

ind continued to worry. 

i, un hours old when 

ThG moons rose^abovo the eastern 

hori2° n and began thei^ ^ They 

Stately d f“. a “° r , equal in size and 
were a match dP ah ade of pink; 

both a deliC ®„ -bout each other and 
and they swung abo of gravity 

about their comm ite intersected. 

in orbl t s that until they S et 

Kirk w ^tche b and Spoc k watched 

?he X f ire, occasionally adding more 

fuel when the flames burned low. 

They decided to s i ee P in f ^" S 
^ virk elected to take the first 

an . h The night was very dark after 
watch. *he nig the silence was 

broken°onli by th4 whisper of flowing 

water below the bank, and once a plop 
^ ^niash as an exuberant fish 
leapt far out in the river. The men 

JSfreluctant to If^reUqht^ven 

flickering circle of fireiiqnt, 
f0r d the bu? S eventuIlly Y Spock lay down 

his knees almost touching his 
_nd lav half on his face. It was a 

peculiar position, but he ®P p ^® btly 
found it comfortable for his eyes 
closed quickly and his breat 
slowed and steadied as he drift 



Kirk put more bark on the fire and 
looked up at the stars, wondering where 
the ENTE RPRISE was and what was happen 
ing to her^ Once word kept creeping 
into a corner of his mind; Foolproof. 

It was both stubborn and insistent and 
no matter how often.he slammed the door 
shut on it, it came knocking again. 
Foolproof was what Starfleet said its 
latest ionic sensors were, and hitherto, 
when Starfleet claimed something to be 
foolproof, that's just what it was. 
Acknowledging that, there was only one 
remaining possibility: that of a simple 
Vulcan error. Kirk avoided the inevitable 
admission for as long as he could, but 
finally his own scruples wrung it out 
of him. It was more likely for Spock 
to have made a mistake than it was for 
the ionic sensors to have malfunctioned. 


He looked over at the huddled Vulcan. 

Was it possible that this man, this frien , 
who had worked with precision-accuracy for 
so many years, had made an error a first 
year cadet would have been ashamed of, and 
in so doing marooned himself and his Captain 
on an isolated and unknown world and sent 
his ship flying into danger? 

Spock stirred and tossed restlessly, 
turning onto his back. Kirk poked the fire 
moodily and then looked at him again as he 
sighed loudly and moved his head from side 
to side. Kirk frowned. He was no doctor, 
and no specialist in racial norms, but he 
had seen Spock sleep many times before and 
never had he witnessed this fitful slumber. 
He got up and walked over to where the 
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Vulcan lay and l°° ked n f Wn B 2hind the closed 

appeared to be dreamrng 

lids his eyes were^cti nched as 

constantly clen ff®hting—or more 
accu?ate h !y"grappling-w^h someone of 
his own imagining. 


a +n Kirk that he might be 

Xt occurred to d some detr i me ntal 

ill, might have su with the strange 

effect from his encou Kirk, had 

crystals on the hi 11 side, ^ ^ suffered . 

also been affecte chee k with his 

He touched the^Vulca^^ ^ there , but not 


fingertips, aneie "“J " was merely the 

3 feV f r ^u?can Sody temperature raised a 

lit^ ^ e 3 Ze^ut stll 1 concerned. 
Somewhat fco fch@ fire to await the 

Kirk retur. 4-win nink moons. 


second rising of the twin pink moons. 


Spook woke of his own accord at 
exactly the moment that the first moon 
reappeared in the sky. Catlike and with¬ 
out undue display, he stretched his body 
and went down to the river to wash. If 


he were aware of his own tossings and 
turnings he gave no indication of it* but 
as he sat down opposite Kirk, the Captain 
noticed that his face was unrested. In 

« . f ^ J 1 _ i 1 


the shifting, unflattering light, the skin 
of his face was drawn tight across his bones. 


They exchanged places. Spock settled 
down beside the fire to keep the second 
watch while Kirk went off into the trees 
to relieve himself in private. Returning, 

t 

he lay down on the moss bed to sleep, but 
slumber was a difficult mistress to lav 


that night. Unlike the Vulcan, he was 
unable to switch his mind off when he 


wished to stop thinking and the thoughts 
rolled on: his fears for the ENTERPRISE 


and 


unimaginable void between him and the 


stars that shone so brightly above his 
head, his concern for themselves and their 


survival in this uncertain and possibly 

hazardous situation, and now a new niggling 
worry insinuated itself. - * 


centered about Spock. 


A worry that 


about i't ‘- The more Kirk thought 

about it the more certain he became 


the C wrong S eftimate re f P ° nSlble for P roducin 9 

Now Kirk was for^ the co «er. 

extent he could trustee”* 361 ' t0 ' What 
in the future uf" ^ the man V s Judgment 


shoh ruture - Had the error been rZ 

consequences? * h ppen a ^m with ioth = 


again with lethal 


?*» 25 s d “« d ».y 

slept, Kirk even 


sleep for i on q uZ , then he did not 

again when he^eard Sn S ? lread y half awake 

urgently. ard s P°ck calling him * 


"Jim. 


Jim*" 


Spock K was on m hic 0 f his sen ses with a 

& d on 6 t n L e ^ 


?linted on th S a J ld aler t. Th . p. fu e, h 
joined him. 6 phase r in his hand^ 1 -^ 


If 


What is it?- 


Kirk 
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out across the river and*' 
where the forest lay. Hi. 1 ' 1 ';"' 

more than Kirk's, but e S*iS I 

nothing. His ears strain^ a ' 

swept points for once servi' \ 

for which evolution had fnt n9 the V 
sifting the night sounds. ^ th e N br 

his sightless gaze and he ^ fcn : ^ 
Only the surface of the wat-^°° r lie V, 

whispering in the darkness r 





And then they both hea™ 

It was a heavy sigh, as if . a s 0llh 

creature expelled its breai-h e lar • 
close at hand. Kirk unhi^ 






Kirk unhitch^ it\ 
setting. n D 


and adjusted the setting. 

defend yourself," he said 

xu quietly. 


Ph 

* t Q 


$ 


Pre Par. t, ‘% 


Spock drew away from him 
and the two men stood side b a • li tti 
downstream toward the place +-K Si<ie 1— 
come from. t*- *** 


It did not^SoJie ao^i 

loud SDlash aga m. . hw 


in. 


there was a loud splash and a In 

vast body entered the water. a ^ 

side of the river came a chali en 0t " V? 


siae or rne river came a chali . the « 
that shattered the night into engin 9 

“ At^once the creature 


its bellow loud 


the listening men wince 


enough 


There 

great deal, more splashing as as a 

the bank, 4 .u. Cre ^t 


ur e 


moved away from the bank, and th 
ground trembled as the beasts roa Very 
unison. There was a mighty thud in 
near the opposite bank and a crash 11 ° r 
armour plates collided. And th^n 
the continuing sounds of a 


struggle 



OUS 


Clearly they heard the 


of monstrous teeth 


,. snap and clack 

■ . the grunts and h 

and roars of battle, and occasionally 
bellow of pure pain. Kirk and Spock A 

sided and huddled close to their fir. 
There was nothing for them to do but 
into the flames and listen to thp 
and the clash of bodies 


gaze 



soaring 

combatants 


22! d .£?J! n ? f ° rth a . lon 9 river bank. 


They were bystanders who wanted no part in 
the perpetrated violence. 


The moons had set for the second time 


and the dawn was promising when the con- 

T" l t __ *1 i_ «• _ 


e ventually ended with an almighty 


splash as one of the participants fell 

i -A— Vi J J i ^ • 


from the disputed territory into the river 

Tho tr-i __, . . •* . 


The victor roared its 


triumph 


and then bit by little bit, the silence 

a XT x l • • m 


of the night crept furtively back 


The 


two starship officers remainec 
c ose to their fire until the first da} 


1 . -- -- unui ine nrsc ua; 

ight appeared. From time to time the; 

hn+^ r crea ture • s challenging roar, 

. a ithough it seemed to be moving aw 

t ^ le distance, Kirk no long 

ll^ ny . Wish to sl eep. With the first 

e ning of the sky the stars began 

de and m a Rhnyf a m i s t rose 

^ % 


frnm fu d ln a sh °rt while a mist rose 
from <-h S river to shroud the battlefi 
° m the e y e of the sun. They took ! 

1153ci __•_ ^ , _ A, 


turns to use it tne . sun - ™ey too* 
afterZZ tbe Privacy of the wood 

• s ' while Spock performed hi 


intricate bpock performed n 

went t-n P art icular ablutions, 

investigate the damp hollow 


hi 


ri ver T and e i-h ! S _ a . sma11 


from 



and 4-u ohiq ai xiiJLeu jlju 

ground was marshy 



































th ree trees had ^^hai^buried 
5V ° 1 °o£ state wa £ er m f! d X T he mist swirled 

SS 1 rotting in the mud. ^ 

a I_ ^vlv and lt W S 4 . on ciblv looking for 
Kir* s^r^cKed hls way round the swampy 

food# K1 * 

patch " out from beneath 

Something w “9^®p ing a nd looking 

his feet. Almost tripping eel _ uke 

down in a ^hering away from him thr ° ugd 

llf black mud and then 

no oppottnnj-ty t call hira . H e made 

haste to retw ^ tQ avoid slipping he 

was tre ^f ace each foot carefully, 
had to place 


rv the time he returned to the river 
B n was edging above the eastern 
the sun ” a d the sky turning from gray 

mountains g hadoW s had retreated and 

to pink. e lightening across the 

th ® r Spock was standing at the water's 
f looking towards the further bank. 
Hfwas stUl without his shirt and his 

tricorder was in his hand. 


Kirk saw at once what he was looking 
A little downstream, half in and half 
out of the water, was an immense curved 

mountain of gray flesh. 


"Is it dead?" Kirk asked in a low 

voice• 


"Yes, Captain. Quite dead." 


"So that's what the noise was all 
about," Kirk moved along the bank to get 
a closer look and Spock trailed after him 

with the tricorder. 

As the rising sun burned away the 
mist they could see more. The thick tree- 
trunk legs that had supported the vast 
body in life, an array of angular bony 
plates either side of the backbone and 
a blunt tail armoured with spikes. A 
ruff of frilled bone protruded from the 
water but the fearsome head was com¬ 
pletely submerged. The thick grayish 
hide was torn and streaked with blood. 
Several great hunks of flesh were missing 
from the shoulders and flanks, and the 
river water that flowed past was dis¬ 
colored. 


Kirk scowled at the dead beast and 
then at the fronded trees, the empty 
plain and the birdless sky. "I think I'm 
beginning to understand what sort of a 
planet this is," he said. 

"Indeed," Spock nodded. "That would 
a ppear to be a terrible lizard." 

Kirk agreed. "A dinosaur, similar 
to those that ruled the Earth in the 
sarly Cretaceous period. We must take ^ 
Pains to keep out of their way, Mr. Spock." 

Spock slung the tricorder from his 
are shoulder. "I understand they were 
Angularly stupid animals." 


"Maybe. But when that much weight is 
coming at you, it doesn't make any differ¬ 
ence if it's controlled by intelligence 
or sheer momentum. The best thing we can 
do is find something to eat and move out 
of here in case whatever did that comes 
back for its breakfast. There were some 
eel things in the inlet. Let's go and 
see if we can catch some." 

Spock collected his shirt and followed 
Kirk down to the swampy patch. The black 
eels had wriggled back out of the water and 
were again basking in the mud. Despite the 
fact that they were without eyes, they 
proved remarkably difficult to catch. 

Spock, with his natural caution, took two 
by stealth and snapped their heads off 
with a flick of his wrist. Kirk, always 
the more impulsive, caught one by pure 
luck and was as surprised as the luckless 
eel. He dispatched it messily and lunged 
after another. He slipped and skidded in 
the mud, clutched at a bush which came out 
by the roots in his hand, floundered into 
the water with a startled yell and found 
himself sinking rapidly. 

"Spock! Spock, for God's sake get 
me out of this!" he yelled. 

To Kirk's suddenly terrified and racing 
mind the Vulcan * s reactions were extraordi 

slow. He straightened and turned, 
frowning; assessed the Captain's predica¬ 
ment and began to make his way back to a 
point where he could assist without be 
coming trapped himself. In all it could 
have taken him only one second, but to Kirk, 
with the mud speedily sucking him down, it 
seemed distinctly as if he hesitated. 


Spock found himself a solid footing, 
crouched and leaned out, extending a hand 
towards his Captain, now chest deep in 
the mire. Kirk's fingers brushed his and 
slipped away. For a moment the Vulcan's 
face filled with bewilderment and horror. 
This time Kirk, despite his increasingly 
desperate plight, was certain of it. Spock 
was hesitating, unsure of what to do next. 

"The tricorder strap!" Kirk shouted. 
"Throw me that!" 


Spock straightened up and unslung the 
ricorder, and threw the strap out across 
he mud. Determinedly keeping his head, 
Lrk reached out and twisted it securely 

• ai ^ 1 a» « 3 C \T . 


"Now, slow and easy, 

levelly# having 



Dund his hand. 

ii 1 1 me out, he - 

=alized in an instant that for some reason 

his man was not the confident and com- 

gtent Vulcan he was so used to working 

ith. Fortunately# there was nothing 

ronq with Spock's ability to obey orders 

nd again fortunately, the tricorder s rap 

roved equal to the task. Up to his chin 

ow, Kirk ceased to struggle against the 

ud and let Spock do the work. As he 
merged, he spread his weight across the 
urface. Reluctantly the mud yielded 


nn^qessive grip and the Vulcan's 
length drew him towards the solid land 

• last they were able to lock their han s 

j 0 ut each others wrists and Spock pulled 
m clear of the mud and onto the bank. 
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ted heavily, and ^^thel/he 
Kirk pan s equil ibr i m ud from his 

he regained hxs s eq e q£ the mudj^ 

tried to clea ^ a hopele^^. „ g Reside 
clothing- find Spock d on his 

looked up to a nxiously f^| der clutched 

him «^ s e ^ce and the t« hest . He was 

Captain s again st hi ^ his 0 wn 

P athe “fiv very much awa t trust himself 


Captain'® ” against hi® «*£ ,*, own 

pathetica Y mu ch f^ a trust himself 

. apparentlyJ ery K ir)c didn't trus^^ at th a 

to say anything rank stench o there 

eXaC too fresn in hi% n ?f£ar in his 

was stlI Tnste ad he stood P „ ing those 

« ji *t 0^ the ® lain f e they were^orth all 

a P nd «e f ll h f e in f ° ut lf ^ 

that trouble. 

. . bac k on the inlet, the 

Turning his bac made his wa y 

eels and the whe re he stripped 

back to the riv b waghed both them and 
off his clothes water . He took his 

his body in t knowing himself an oppor- 
time over it, al had no dou bt at all 

tunity to^xnk- ££icer . s behavior 

patterns were b ion __ or more to the 

=ause of that ab be he had no 

point, its cu jj®‘ res ? gned himself that 

: °"the future he would have to watch out 

f HacfoA and reined to the fire 


Spock had found some way to ^lea 
the eels and was staring moodily at them 
as they cooked over the embers. Kirk 

sat down opposite him andhrouah 
eels over. They were cooked through 

and he offered one to the Vulcan. 

Spock drew back and shook his head 
in refusal. 

"Why?" Kirk asked, continuing to 
hold out the food. 

"I do not eat flesh." 


"You do when you have to 
right now you have to." 


And 


No." 


sick?" irk lowered kis hand. "Are you 


the question n unsur P ris ^ by 

I am? as Jou'migilt 3 !" 0 a U T U ' Captai 

He met Kirk’s eyes. »r ! 1Ck at heart." 
lax in my duties and 4 ear ^ have bee 

I have endangered' l! y res P°nsibili 

Personally. 9 i r cl n?, E 1 ! 3 :?S 2SJ5? and yo 

assure you that therein? 0l ° gize and 

reoccurrance." " 11 not be a 

Disarmed, Kirv u 

not going to happen !i!^' "If "' 
to worry about it « 9 n We d °n 

”e have to do a lot oTl 6at sora< 
?hat 9 » t K move awa? f?L travel ing 

^ -' he jerked his ?h n J! l ®W>ori 
length." 6r> ^ou’u nee<J | 
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Spock pursed his li ps 
picked up the eel and chow^d 

t an d ai *UK» 

spat »- —- - - — * It ^ 

ture of foam rubber and tas? d ^ y 
of mud. Neither of them was 
diversion prevented them f 


Kirk followed his example 
spat it straight out. 



their meal. 


“ ,! «S5 


On the far side of the y-- 
trees parted like reeds and a l. V6t 


n 




trees iXJVC i«eas and an r th 

tion charqed out of prehistor?, 
reality. It ran upright on no, ^ i!; 
legs and carried its or.mrx^__ f> 9 w erf, 3 ri 


legs and carried its comparaiT^^ui^ 
arms out in front of it. i t g k* 1 * 

i.tdro i immense . i tc v~, . . ueari 


H 


jaws were immense, its reptiij a<i 
small and the whole was balann!^ e Ye s 

hv a massive draouin« . ecl at 


upon row 


It 


[Jai ucu ww - - -r—* auw of u • 

and it roared its challenge to 

th ® aky>,4 












ana 


hrew 


Kirk kicked dirt over fi re 
L like and with great speed they I Iia Ioqh 
: oncealment of the trees. The n ^° k Vh 

tself ferociously upon the 0ltle t ' 
* dead and much larger advers^^Ss 

here were open wounds in its side Y * 
till bled from the battle of the S 
ight, but these did nothing to - Pr * v 

^.4-4 T +■ wnrri ^4. ^ 1 







It worried at 

K VS /Q 1 A M . _ 


cs appeuxu^. -- at the dear* 

lesh with teeth and talon until i t ? 

great bloody hunk from the haun ' t 


ch. 


tor 


"It's time we were 

Kirk 


II 



on our wav 

"we’ii f O ii 0w 


Mr. Spock 
river upstream for as far as we can 
prevent us going round in circles 


the 


II 


Mi 



And so they slipped away throuqh vk 
and left the beast with its blood 
They set out along the river bank 
res dwindled down to insignifir/ 


t. They set out along the river bank 
two figures dwindled down to insignifi Ca K ' 

by the scope of the landscape around theni* 


.it 


< 


& 


i°^'e eX 
x& 




e c x 




v e 


c 

it ^ n 

o* ' A 


v/e •• 

ot> e - 

1 


\o^ 


\ 


■re0 
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5^ e i 


th©. 
th eX 
mad® 
in t 

the! 

oi J 
t>el 


ins 


kne 
as 1 


The sun left the cradle of the moun¬ 
tains and crawled up into the sky, growinq r ° 

smaller and brighter as it went. The sky 3 Lc 

changed to a deep shade of blue and in ox 

the distance there were a few wisps of P ] 

clouds. The river flowed slowly past on d: 

their left and along the opposite bank s 

the forest kept pace with them, a dark 3 


line sometimes nearer, sometimes farther, 
but never very far away. Many times they 
heard roars and bellows from among the 
concealing trees and once they saw the bulk 

of a gray body moving just at the fringe of 
the forest. 


The walking was easy, but after a 
while Kirk found that the Vulcan was lag¬ 
ging behind. All morning he had been 
walking in preoccupied silence with bowed 
head and downcast eyes that paid no heed 
to the passing scenery. Kirk said nothin'?' 
ut his unease increased. Despite the 
u can's verbal reassurance, he was 
viously far from his normal self® 


clan r awa ¥ from the river to avoi< 
their .^ rocod if^s basking in the sun 

1 o of the river, and it was w ^ 1 he: 

that they saw the 

far away across 


making the diw . r 

of whit« ^ dlv ersion 

. ^ eer . Thev 


fhe plain 

swathe. 


ae er. They were far away acrob- 
white blobs against the 9 ree 
n S1 ze, not much larger than 


siI ed dog with humped backs 
medi^^s. They were ver^ scent 
sm =tint they caught in great leaps 
we a aWa ^n b ° U Ki^ topped and stared 

«• !°Ei» i» p"* 1 —'• 

3 „. 5 is the early Cretaceous 

: If t ^se creatures can’t possrbly 

«oriod/ __ i c he said. 


and 
The 
they 

towards 


mammals 


"They c °^ is P not n your P Earth^ 

the reptilians have 

or fded extinction altogether and per¬ 
sisted into a later age. 



right. Anyway, those 
er than eels—if 
enough to kill 


"You could he 
animals mightbe - 

we can ever get 

one.. 

Tt was almost midday when their path 
■ ^ that of the river. The tempera- 

rejoined ste adily all morning and 

tur6 tEe sun was directly over their heads 

heating down without mercy. The sky had 
S on a brassy tint and there was no 
1' ak ®" anv sign of cloud. Kirk was 
-wearing, his shirt marked by dark stains 
!nd there was a film of moisture even on 
-he Vulcan's skin. Lack of sleep and 
■heir early start, together with hunger 
iade both men weary. Kirk called a halt 
n the shade of some prickly bushes and 
hey sat down to rest through the heat 
if the day. The empty ache in their 
tellies was a problem, but not an 
nsurmountable one. They wrapped their 
nees round the pain and quickly fell 

sleep. 


Kirk woke almost an hour later, 
roused by a strange cry from the river. 
Looking down into the water, he saw an 
outlandish serpentine shape swim by, 
propelled by broad flippers and with a 
disproportionately tiny head that occa¬ 
sionally broke surface. A large fish 
jumped clear out of the water to 
escape it. 


The Vulcan slept on beside him and 
Kirk could not help but notice that he 
looked ill. His eyes were ringed around 
by dark shadows and his cheeks were sunken. 
Kirk worried over him and decided that a 
good meal was probably what he needed. He 

remembered the fish and went down to the 
water's edge. 

The river was shallow here and he 
found he could wade a long way out before 
the water reached the tops of his boots 
and he got wet. A dart of movement caught 
his eye and turned him to the right; another 
swung him back to the left. The fish were 
impossibly swift. Kirk changed his tactics, 
nstead of going after them, he lay in wait 
without moving until a large specimen swam 

Within reach, and then he grabbed it smartly 
b y the tail. 

t The fish proved to have very sharp 
*-h and was quite prepared to use them. 


Kirk was scratched and bleeding by the time 
he'd manhandled it to the bank and dragged 
it out of the water. Sgaking wet yet again 
he dispatched it with a sharp stone and sat 


When Spock awoke it was to the smell 

of fish cooking over a small fire of 
sticks. Kirk grinned at him as he sat up 
and pinched the sleep out of his eyes. 


"Lunch," he said, gesturing to the 
fish. "When you've washed up it’ll be 

ready to eat." 

Spock looked from him to the fish and 
without a word got up and walked down to 
the river. Kirk looked after him, mildly 
disappointed at the reaction. He hadn't 
exactlv expected Spock to dance with joy, 
but.... He sighed. He wasn't quite sure 

what he had expected, but there was an 
obvious and increasing tension within the 
Vulcan that Kirk knew from past experience 
boded ill for them both. 


Spock spent a long time beside the 
water and when he eventually came back 
he looked damp and a little better. In 
silence Kirk handed him half the fish and 
watched him intently as he ate it. Spock 
was too preoccupied to notice the scrutiny. 

"It's going to get rougher from here 
on," Kirk said when they were down to the 

bones. 


Spock looked upstream, assimilating 
the change that was coming over the land¬ 
scape. "We should be able to stay with 
the river for the rest of today," he said 
with a notable lack of enthusiasm. 


"When we get into the hills we should 
find somewhere to make a permanent camp 
easily enough, and there might be more to 
eat." Kirk looked at the sun, estimated 
the time and got up to kick out the fire. 
"There's bound to be small game, and 
berries and things for you. We should make 


Behind him the Vulcan moved swiftly. 
Kirk turned in time to see him vanish 
among the bushes, totally ignoring the 
thorns, and then heard him vomiting as he 
emptied the contents of his stomach onto 

the ground. 

Kirk gazed morosely at the river and 
faced facts. It seemed that despite his 
denial Spock was sick and the chances were 
that he would get sicker. Kirk's know¬ 
ledge of medicine was that of a layman. 

On a starship, everything in advance of 
basic first aid was left to the ship s 
doctor. Kirk thought wryly of what a 
certain ship's doctor would think of that 

premise. 

He knew that if Spock sickened he 
would have to provide basics: food and 
shelter close to an adequate water supply 
and for a Vulcan in particular the main¬ 
tenance of a high body temperature was 
essential. All these things meant that 
they had to reach the hills before Spock 





hle 0 r possibly unwilling, to 

became unable, or f 

travel. 

Spock returned, his -^athly 
d t?f ty Kirk°Iooked at him helplessly. 

-Are'oulnpain?" he asked. 

-No, Captain. No P ain * 
lifted his eyes to the^ ^ able tQ cover 

are fortunate miles before sunset." 
several more miles oei 

"We might even reach the hills, if 
you’re up to walking that far. 
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Spook 

"If 


we 


Spock nodded 


"I can walk 


I am 


not ill." 

It was the second time he’d said it, 
and on the evidence f^k f ound it all 
but impossible to believe. All right, 
he said guardedly. Let s try it. 

They walked on, making the best time 
they could although Spock walked only 
slowly, seemed sometimes almost to limp. 
Subtly the countryside changed. The naked 

undulations of the plain gave way to 
hummocks and small dales, sometimes clothed 
w ith bushes and an occasional copse of 
trees, sometimes not. They saw more of 
the small white deer, but as before they 
bounded away before the men came within 
the stun range of their phasers. Gradually 
the regimented fronded trees were replaced 
by more normal evergreen species, although 
across the river the forest continued as 
enigmatic as ever in its new form. 

The golden orb of the sun was dipping 
towards the horizon and the men were 
breathless and approaching the end of 
their endurance when they reached the 
foothills. For some time the river had 
been flowing more swiftly with reeds and 
rushes growing in heavy-headed clumps in 
the shallows, and strands of weeds waving 
like pennants in the current. Now they 

halTJi 0 3 P ? ce where the side of the hill 

internal Spllt open by sorae immense 

lying rock re T r ^ t0 expose the “nder- 

was I cliff i H h ! far end of the chasm 
which the river nf er ' harder rock over 

and noisy waterfall" 9 ^ ln 3 s P ect acular 

were a series of^p B !?!? the . falls 

and from there the river abso f b ing Pools 
over a bed of liohe i ? r ran swiftly on 

gushing out of the Sand bef ore 

fa long journey across?? and ginning 

Boulders of every sl°®\, the Plains. 9 

wlns rr :Le h s r ° U9hout bba ch«m C :nd ered in 

looked invitingly 1 ^* °P e nings that**® 

3 " d b n^ hs ; To 

ihemselves U to P th Sing for rest th 

slopes and ni t ’!? e utm ost to «i ex tended 

SSir S.? 1 *"**' into til 2S5, 


oiuSea’ni’^nt^in^this that they Wer 

22 ori 9inal 


111 Ul UOl VJU 





on 


Kirk climbed over the 
stretched, and looked arouni ast len 
satisfaction. The sun w^ c ? Qk 

set and the rock walls 
its blood-red light. The k ^ 

every last little stone "iK 

intensely black shadow, and t a lo hq^ nci ‘ 
and quiet. Kirk looked barv lt w ^s w 
the Vulcan was faring and il- to Se 6 ?^ 
saw in silhouetted shadow thJ* as v 

the Phoenix. ne r isi ng n 

Turning and looking Up h 

-ure itself, standing i n ^, Saw th, 

the clifftop and stretching a i ts ne st 

disturbed slumber. it was a • ^ ; *- t s 

of a bird. It had a bird’s bod? Par oflv 
skinny mobile tail. i ts head ? wit h » 

and birdlike with bright reptir S r ° u nd 

and a long, savagely serrated eye s 

wings it spread in turn like CU rf Ut * 
against the sun were leathery sk* 1Us 
taut between elongated finger bon 11 Stret ch 
possessed not a single feather *nT' lt: ^ 
seemed impossible until it launo>!L f H&t 
self from the cliff with a loud • 
squawk that rattled back from the 1 ?? ist y 
surfaces xn a confusion of overlan^^ 
echoes. It swooped down into the 
with a heavy grace and only then di Tl* 
get a true estimate of its size- tJt ^ lrk 
five feet from wing tip to wing tip 6 * 1 ^' 

With a cry of fear and warnina tn u 

stumbled back. He saw the broad wina® l- 

the needle—sharp teeth in the iaw tha ^ 
hooked talons on its ^- * - L » ne 




, . • He fell back¬ 

wards just as the creature struck him u 

was a glancing blow to the shoulder w 

enough to tear cloth and flesh. The foro 

of it knocked him flying and he landedT 

!?h S ba ? “ lth a yelp Of pain. Agony lanced 
through his arm, and he felt his arm 

growing wet with blood, but he was incapabl 

watch^h?? 1 ? 611 ' ° r doing anything but 
tch the bird-parody sweep round in a 

rr t* o ^ i r* i I ^ __ t _ 




.. ■ maneuvering adroitly in the 

noma • ^ lnes of the chasm and turning to 
come m ^».ii- - . _ ^ 


m for another low level attack. 


- JL JWJw 

or his officer. 


flat on his back in the 
pen, Kirk reflected that he hadn't done 

a very good job of looking after himself - 

, — In a dazed sort of way \ 

realized that this would be the last 

• ? c * Unable to move, he watched the 
cl _ xy S u er s ^ a P e grow against the darkening 

Th^n hear ^ the creaking flap of its wing! 
Hro 116 braced himself for the final 

hannon U i tea ring of flesh, a curious thii 
PP ed. The creature stopped dead in 


mid—flight. 

XaI 1 v\ rw, • 



It was engulfed from wing 

f A T *1 M « I % . « ft 


wing in = rri r 

Penetr a f a j 9lowing green light that 
it was o Gd t0 its ver y bones. And then 

la psed into * parti a 1 WaS empty 95 ^ 

partial unconsciousness. 
to his^Cant Phaser and ran 

r isk of a tf,^ n .u S heedless of the 

w as breathin^ St u d or b ro*en limb. Kirk 

s hirt was torn ^ Ut tlle of his 

Por a time fn^ and soa *ed in blood. 

Problems, SDn^ 6 ^ in ® b is own pressing 

v CK r ipped out the sleeve 





•••tV» 1 i I. k 



i 


































a hound the edge 
. own shirt and ^ . Had he b 

of WX wound together 


of hl ! k 's wound to 9 e f"rs4d as his 
of K ; r he would have cu w£th the knots. 

fin gers ‘ £t bandage SO f low 

The maKesn moment, bu 

«i th . b a?n to slow down. 

did 9 , soook's arm feebly 

^foKefhand. “More. More of 

with ,5 he cracked. 

them- lips drawn 

Spook looked “P'^ ting as he examined 

haC k aSd his ey« | q cliff tops for more 
heavens and "There are no 

the he . ^ shapes. ■_ » 

ominous the moment, Cap 

th ers a JB Kir k struggled 

••There will .‘.There'll be at least 

vainly to swings mate." 

on e more. 


immediate 


■xii —. nnhitChea rs.iJ.iv o — 

shelter." P i to his hand. "I won t 
and s *iT. and left Kirk alone. 

he long# _ 

. _ r. 3 rpfully examined each 
in turn ca |fe Cte d the most suitable 

the caves and |eleCbod e _ It had a 

for a semi-permane entrance and an interior 
narrow, d ®f® n £or two m6 n to live m 

large e "?“ 9 om£or t, and yet small enough 

:r •■* 11 fl ” • l,o “ ia * 

weather turn cold. 

„„ hurried back to Kirk and found that 
He hurr ed by blood loss, was 

tf f* P **^ p Another search of the sky 

r6V ht The sin was already out of sight 
H 1 ?nw"the horizon . Spook took Kirk s 
be niured arm around his shoulders and 
hii? Carried, half walked him to the 

chosen shelter. 

T ^ y ha a d „d°as e it i w^ iow T.rTlV Sid 

iot go iiiearch of either. H ®^ a ^ ar g irk 
as comfortable as he could on h between 

earth and then settled 

his Captain and the cave entrance. 

It grew very dark, and except for 

the constant rumble of the water fa , 
silent both inside the cave and out. n 
he strained his ears to the utmos , 



he 

could^detect'the lighter sound of the river, 

but that was all. 

So Spock sat in the darkness and 
considered the prospect of his death. 

He was undismayed by it? he had 
the dark lady many times and in many di - 
ferent guises. On more than once occasion 
he had been aware of her presence close 
to his own bedside. It was in the manner 
3f dying, and without emotion he reflectea 
that his was to be the most unpleasant an 

Lacking in dignity that he knew of. 

He had been well aware of the changes 
lR they took place inside him. The signs 
re unmistakeable and no educated Vu can 


uld fail to recognize them, 
d been inevitable from the 


The outcome 
start, but 


somehow the correct 0 PP° ri a “"^.*'’it' ‘wa™, 

hls coileagues had never c erisen. ced 

ctsuafly SOr He regretted deeply paving 
trough"? s^wr , 5 preoccupied carelessness , 

x. -,ii The pain and the indignity 

I riTs ttath would bS known by his friend, 

tnd bv his friend alone. That wouid be 
end to it. and, he reflected, that was 
tte way it should be. A lonely grave on 
a lonely world was a fitting conclusion 
to the life of one such as he. 

He wondered briefly what Kirk would 
do afterwards. For a Human, the loss of 
a friend could be a traumatic experience, 
but the Captain, he assured himself, had 
a'resilient personality.' He 

!??lnds! and he would not grieve for long. 

Thus consoling himself, Spock composed 
his mind and spent the night deep in con¬ 
templation while his Vulcan eyes and ears 
remained alert and guarded Kirk. 

Outside the cave the twin ^ Ced 

twice across the sky, and ^enthefirs 
na1 p ravs of dawn touched the eastern sxy, 

Spock stirred and carefully stretched his 
cramped muscles. Behind him in the dark- 
ness P of the cave, Kirk slept on, snoring 
softly. Spock could just see him, his 
iniured arm outflung and the other folded 
across his chest. Spock text an « 

Of fondness flow through him. ht th 
moment Kirk, whom of all people Spock 
cared for most, resembled nothing so much 

as a little child. 


He went outside and inspected the 

- - —i - -i-a- xt was cool ana 


but the 


chasm in the new daylight, 
still filled with night shadows, 
river and the pools below the 

reflected the rosy grayness <? £ th ® . d 

A single tree of unknown variety flourished 

just outside the cave and down towards t 
water there were bushes and grass m 

abundance. 


down 


but at 



with the intention of washing, __ 

once an intense feeling of 
of ripeness—welled up from a P 1 ^ 0 
deep inside him. Sweat broke out on 

his skin and his vision bldr d e ’ the 

head felt thick, disconnected trom the 

rest of his body and he clung to th ® 

5SSK 5SSS" 4 - 

in his a iife he could onl y 
strong sexual drives of the pon farr. 

in a strange, detached wa Y. he 

glad that it had started so much sooner 


than he’d anticipated. 


ENTERPRISE 


return. 


He 


did not want them to see 


him like this. 





th3t 1 later the insatiable, 

LO naVe n de^nd S of 

SSTSr^duU ach^ „as left 

a" ined P a^d°leaning wea ^ y t hf a p ounding 
“”1 his breathing ^the^ 

of his blood stead t himself down to the 
walk, he s °f h °L 9 his face- The neck 

glands, still sw °* r b tbf; . The brush of 

were too tender fresh shiver of 

his own fingers sent a 

longing through him. 

for the sensations he c f ea ;®“ tiafv one _ 
the temptation was great/ 

self was futile, and somehow unclean. He 
rinsed his clothes and put them on again, 
still damp, and then made his way along 
-he river bank to the first and shallowest 
if the pools. The sun peeped above the 
:im of the cliffs and in its light he saw 
:ish lying deep below the surface. 


His thoughts turned to Kirk. In a 
matter of hours now the Captain would 
be alone, and with his injured arm he 
would find it difficult to provide him¬ 
self with food. Spock felt a twinge of 
responsibility. They had no way of 
k nowi ng how long it would be before the 
ENTERPRISE returned. Spock began to 

collect a bundle of thick, straight reeds 
that grew at the water's edge. 


nn * k lon 9 tirae later Kirk stirred and 
opened lus eyes. The bright daylight tl 

movello 1 ^* 16 ° aVe madS hira ^uint. 

his eyes, said "Ouch'»^oudlv 1 ^ ^ 
to consider the na i n ? U ? ly and subsi(i 
his shoulder. Jinking lanced through 
shirt torn a^d bUc£en , he found W 

Piece of Spock's^uniform b lth , blo ° d » and 

him when^ho^^ bbe arin was sti f f 

he Noved, hi« stlff a nd pain 

cK? *s ssiSrSE - 

ne cessitatorq • cri ck i n hie , mei Y hungr 

mtnF £ at 

T ben c limbed h cant Uld a ^he sat injured a 

t e a ^ f onto a h is Up ; and ' 

Uow him to s?Ina Was 3ust hioh etl 

Stand u Pfight. h Hi e “®Ufl 
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spun and the rock room tiitei 
the blood loss asserted itself Ctai *U 


immediate 





but from outside came a stead~* n °£ 
sound that indicated his wher Y chlJ c 

Kirk went to investigate. eab ouv 


®i9n 




. , -* w *iereaK*" c ^"r^u ^k 

nvestigate. 


Spock was sitting cross¬ 
boulder, R r>^ 1 ^ . i nfa»i. ~ 





- his pale, intent cac& 0n 

look more than ever like a piv, mak inq 

Around him were scattered a C oi? 

2 T 6 ©d stems and it was on one of 
he was working; carefully chir^ the Se 

bamboo-like material with ng 


at the 
stone. 


s h^ 


He looked up and cocked 


V 


N 


Kirk emerged into the sunshine. eyebr ow 

"Good morning. Captain. j 
lept well?” he inquired formally 


*5 


If 



Mr. Spock." 


was able, 

surveyed the 
faction. 


he inquired formally^ 5 * Vo* 

than I deserved, thanv 
Kirk stretched as well y ° u » 



atched at his stubble.! h < 
chasm with increasing s"* 


"It looks as if we hit the 


again," he said 


jackpot 






Spock looked at him gravely. 
understand you correctly. Captain, l a 1 
We have been most fortunate." ' gree * 


"You do understand me correctly." 

Kirk looked up at the brazen sky. "aii 
have to do is hope that we don't run inf We 
any more of those winged nightmares."* ° 

"I've seen no sign of any," Spock said 
bending his eyes once more to his work. Q ’ 



looked over his shoulder with 


"What are you making?" 

I am attempting," said Spock with 
the exaggerated patience of one address- 
ing a small child, "to devise some means 

pool?" Chln9 h ® flSh that inhabit yo^er 


celled his tone insolent. He purse 

thouahi- S k* 1 ^ 1 ?°^ e d out at the river and 

SevioL a 5° Ut ifc - His fears of the 
again w d9y returned fullfold. This, 

well fnr- 9S n ? b tbe man be bad known so 
char a ^f/?u lon9 - Xt was a f a <=et of the 
auav r, __ bat ba <3 until now been turned 


away from him. 


chunk dipping continued, Chunk- 

aching a f,r!? ered that his arm was 
clean?' «?? m thab he ^ sweaty and un- 


c iean. «ti w . sweaty ana un 

briefly and g 9 ° ln q to wash," he announced 


towards 

9azing 


chi Pping 


river. 

afte r him 


out down the shale slope 


Spock hesitated, 


r esumed 


m °rosely f and then the 


Had"? u^Srk*!! 6 arm 9 ® 3nd the blood| 

Sel the facini -” 38 a . ^gged 

weep The r eS '* lt: should 1 

6P blo °d again™® ^V lesh be9an 

as he bathed it. 1 





m % Q ^He s P re ?^ d lt: r eturned to the cave. 

ar ? # barechested, returns 

and* u . . , _ 



The sound h °u t t the V chasm. Chunk- 
s° unded h^k He did not look up as Kirk 

approached.' 

BV noW ^ e h oI?o:! n and S he e ?ouW n Le° 
feel extremely h 11 £ood rea dily avail- 

« othin V Pi^ed up one of the sharpened 

H . it in his hand. 


able 


and 


some 



these and catch 



"They are not finished yet,” Spock 

retorted bluntly. 


inspected the shaft and pom 
attention. "They look fine 


Kirk 

with close 

to me. 

Spock stopped what he 

r _ j_ u.'m narrnwlV. 

looked 


was doing and 
"They are not 


Jef finished ," he repeated in a low voice 

*irk met his eyes and the wills of 

, he two men conflicted. Kirk lowered the 

makeshift spear. "I think they are, he 

said "I' 1 * take this one and get some 
food." 


movement 


was off the 


snatched 


he 


In one movement. Spock 
rock and virtually at his throat. He 

the reed away and splintered it 

„„„ his knee. "I say they are not!” 

snarled into Kirk's face. "They are mine! 
I made them! They will not be used until 

I permit iti" 


Kirk held his gaze levelly. "What's 

the matter with you?" he asked. ou r 
behaving like some sort of savage. 


For a long moment Spock merely stood 
and glared at him, his eyes two burning 
pits of hatred. It seemed as if he mignt 
be steeling himself to thrust the jagged 
ends of the reed into Kirk's face. Then 
the Captain noticed a thing he had never 
seen before. The Vulcan's tightly clenc e 
hands were trembling with increasing and 
uncontrollable violence. 


The tension between them snapped. 
Spock hurled the reed away from him and 
fled, heading towards the waterfall and 
swiftly vanishing among the jumble of 
boulders. Kirk stared after him, feeling 
sick inside and weak at the knees. He 
felt very much as if all his values had 
been abruptly turned upside down and 
sffiptied out at his feet. Shakily, he 
picked up one of the reed spears and 
tested the tip with his thumb. He had 
never known Spock to behave with this sor 
irrationality. Whatever was wrong 
the man?! 


f Kirk stood debating whether to go 
^fter him and risk a possible violent 


assault or remain where he was and wait 
for him to come back of his own accord. 

Neither course would be entirely satis- 
factory. He looked at the sky, estimating 
the time as midday. He would give it an 
hour...the thought stopped and Kirk 
squinted, looking almost directly into the 
sun. Yes—he had been right! There was 
something up there, a dark speck growing 
rapidly larger—and taking on a sinister 
and well-remembered form as it descended 
earthwards. 

As Kirk watched, the winged reptile 
circled once, high above the chasm and its 
strident call carried down on the still air. 
air. Obviously it was searching for the 
mate Spock had destroyed the previous 
evening. It swooped low over the rim of 
the cliff, its leather wings creaking 
stiffly as it flew. Kirk stepped back 
into the shelter of the cave, but ’the 
beast's bright eye was not fixed on him. 

It was watching something else among the 
linked pools at the foot of the waterfall. 

Spock! 

The thought leapt into Kirk's mind and 
in the same instant he was running. 


The creature's hellish shadow raced 
ahead of him across the boulder-strewn 
slopes. The wings worked more slowly as 
it banked and glided lower, preparing to 
strike with outstretched talons. 

Sweating and breathless, Kirk 
scrambled to the top of the last scree 
slope. A long way below, beside the 
deep, still water of the pool, he could 
see a tiny figure; it was Spock, still 
running and apparently unaware of his 
danger. Kirk opened his mouth to shout, 
but he knew the sound of his voice would 
not carry above the roar of the water¬ 
fall. Slipping and sliding, he hurled 
himself headlong down the slope in an 
avalanche of small stones and dust. 


At the last possible moment Spock 
turned, alerted perhaps by the black 
shadow of the beast, or the rattle of 
its wings. As he turned he fell, his 
body still moving in the direction of 
the water. As if in slow motion 
saw his hand come up, his phaser tightly 
clasped and aimed. Spock fired, an 
somehow, impossibly, he missed! 


Kirk 


own clenched hand 


^ Q ^ ^ ^ i -U W W ft •• w — 

nd found to his dismay that instead of 
is phaser he still gripped the 
harpened reed. There was no time to 
orrect the error. He hurled the spear 
s if it were a javelin, heard ^tsflig 
histle shrilly through the air and heard 
t strike flesh with a dull thud. 


tumbled 


the air, 


jomersaulting over Spook's prone body 

smashing into the ground with suf 


It lay 


'icient force to break its neck. 

Hailing, the splinteredstumpofthe 

mear protruding from its eye socket ana 
•hick, dark blood pumping out over its 

lead and neck. . 
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mile an ^ d gred back and 

and roe ® j d hushv banks. It bent and ox > 


. his reckless slide^^ ^ds^nS bushy banks, 

Kirk comp 1 fuddled Vulcan. his cheek, leaving a ftei^his earlier 

t>n to the v stein 1 9 ^^^nhle £. i nued* .. _t of the m 


£ |S.»:-SS S'SKa^w *££SSj £ST»•“« y-nj’iS! 

«" rS; ss“ S‘.S£S >«• “S^- *"£ 2rsS».SS?‘Ut y 

s a: „.. sx 1 »* :r;.s^ss ss^ST 


and q x u- 

°nce wat “% 

h». 


leaving 3 “"“r hi* earlier experi. n £ r S' 
flowed. A fidear of the mud and 8 pi’Jl ty 

steered «® 1 J;. ver at a sandy shallow^! 11 ** 



Vin< 


on Spook. It's gone now. 
"Come on, 


dead! " , Beside the P 

sss S-JSl n«.« 


Beside the pool 

its wing tip 


arm P al “^ e wound haa oru*«n open ag ai ^n<j 

the bandage t> his skin was tingi^U 

.,4fhout ni» _ hrown. " 


tne ~~ his shirt, 
^fbeginning to brown 


the re P x ~ L " re inches from f rom its 

£ h rk S smelt the stench of carrion ^ a 3 "gently Pf^’e's'were indiaiiScT* 

aaoing jaws and retche • tr i e ved s ? oc hig other. Th ‘: 1 n t he heat. Unfortunately 

pleasant place to be. He r^ raan up in his_ o^ wave red i^t way out Q f phaser ly. 

S^n^n Phaser and . sc ,.P„ an infant, he f heV were „ a - ft d after them wistfully 


. uaV across the plain he saw 

Far aW * y * f he white deer. 


Far away f the white deer, 
nother he r £ layin g hop-scotch with each 
pparently P image s were indistinct 

Tnexj' .,_host. Unfortnnat^i 


gapx^y j -- to b e. » e ^ w "_ n up in 

pl ff Sa nhaser and scooped themanup care 
liny retrfced 9 his headlong steps 


a 

appar 

other 


the cave. 


He 


Spock didn't seem .^vind^f fever 

was burning with a P^^^and^^rolled upwards 
and his eyes were glazed an ^ whites 

in their |°= k ®“J er ing continued unabate . 


showed. 


Kirk laid him carefully torn f clothing 

and bit by bit stripped off^is^ blQod 

There were no broken & his cheekbo"^ 


There were no broken bon cheekbone 

except for the 9 raz ® b and pr obed the 
Kirk exami^d ea ^ fQ ^ nd no ?hing to cause 

concern. He mysterious ailment 

f.nallv succumbed to th y . udgment a nd 

Certainly his face 


mat now — - , 

reactions for days past, 
remained dark and conges 
swollen glands in his neck. 


Kirk found himseif ^11^3 difficultf 
decision. Food was a g k . s strength. 

srs;; a “o 

SoSfoVhe could. 5“ “ a 




Looking down at his officer, he conciuded 
that there was not a lot he could 
him if he did remain. Anart from the 

• _ _ k _ ^ M 


m if he did remain. A P a ^^ ro ” 1 

ist continuous tremors and the film or 
• J. i. U i- nrxTTrt hi C hndv m SPOCK 1111 


UHtlUUUUO —- - , , . 

cciu that covered his body, Spock mig 
been insensible. 



Reluctantly then, Kirk left him. 
Outside the cave he paused to gather up 
the remainder of the reed spears and 
considered the most likely source of food. 


There were the fish in the deep pools, 


but between them and himself lay the 


winged saurian, still threshing in its 
death throes. Occasionally he heard a 
strangulated squawk above the roar of the 
water. He had no choice but to leave the 


chasm and search for a supply of food on 


the plain below. Without more ado he set 


out down the shale slopes and followed the 


river to the place where it gushed out of 
the hillside. 


The plain roasted in the midday sun, 


its middle distance lost in a shimmer 


heat haze and its horizon a dazzlingly 


bright line. After its energetic leap 


down from the chasm, the first mad rush 


of water carried the river more than a 
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cuiw ”— i ohm - — 

they wer J• rk gazed after them wistfully 
range. y atte ntion to. the 

and returned n were lte atiu 


the 


£he trees were quite still, 

forest. "^ et ies and the evergreens 

fronded yari atures painted on canVas 

alike, ij-ke st irred their stately 

No breath or n at the uppermost lev- 

branches , "° b neat h the canopy were dark ' 

The shadows ben he si i enC e hung, a 


W < ’j 

€ f ** 

il**' * 

^ * e V 

n 0 : 

1 tb‘ 




at 


ol d . 


c°” I {&- 






d 


P 


and fomx«-**- of antic ipation between the 
thick cu |^^ e waS an air of pregnant 


t e«> a 


if 



expectancy 


, -Kina his bundle of reeds, Kirk 
?Sf « through the fringe of the 
pushed hi » among the trees. Under¬ 
forest and stooa ^ ma tting of 


forest end & dense ma tting of moss that 

foot there_ t „„t C K. n . He scarcely 


£ °°l every footstep 

dareddraw breath for fear of breaking 


the spell of 




Something brushed against his cheek. 
Kirk jumped violently and put up his arms 
to defend his face: as an immense dragonfly 
blundered past ion busy, rainbow colored 
wings. Kirk followed its crazy zig-zag 
course through the forest with a cautious 
“ep and eventually it led him to a secret 


a b 3 
a^ d *: 

tb e , 
i& te . 

0 t * 

0 unc ( 

to^ a 

and 

ed^ € 

sH ( 

mud 


st< 

cl 


in 


pond deep in the trees. The water was thick 

and scummy and it smelt. 

of that Kirk was certain—and there¬ 


in 


There was no life 


si 


d 



something 


t 


arunted in the overgrowth of rushes at the 

■* . -_ t.-ti _i_ v 4*. tja c _ Kirk con- 


3 


water's edge. Whatever it was, Kirk con- 

_ _ * __ ___ 4 mu no 


( 


sidered that in some degree it must be 
edible. He unhitched his phaser and stalked 

__»_ rzr\r\ 7K n LUIlt 


CUIUIC • *aw r t 

it. The creature grunted again ana a 

_ . 1 1 _ n vneViOC i n 


furry head poked out of the rushes inches 
from Kirk's " ^ 


WUU WJ- ^ —- 

face—its bewhiskered nose 


twitching. 


Startled, Kirk stunned it with his 
phaser and finished it off with the * 

It was ratlike, had webbed feet and a 
that looked as if it had been hammere 


with a mallet. It was plump 


In 


of roundness and promised good eating 
a nest in the rushes Kirk found two ha i 


grown young ones and had no compunction 


killing them also. Together, the 
animals would keep Spock and himself . 
for several days. With a measure of sa 

faction, Kirk gathered them up by the 
and prepared to start back for the rive 


A thunderous roar filled to ca 


pacity 


the space between the trees. Kirk sp un 




f ,r side of the pool 
From the far d him from a 

-round* eC j eyes teg glimpsed a vast 

two dU = countenance. « d ^ rk elephant-like 

^"^Jf^e^tench of putrid^reath^ 

S^-KSS*^^ 1 " 9 teet ' 

3 aWS , r-jmning when the beast 

He was already run g er .. h i„gof tree 

roaredJ^th behind hxm^ he^ spears d 

U-JSSS* ‘i eft^the^disturbance behind 
^ver and soon left 

hi m ' . re ached the river bank 

He had almos *-hat he heard a man 
he was c ertal ? keably a man’s voice, 

when be ^ waS unmistak^ q * ality that made 

shout* had a be t For a fleet- 

*«st a prolonged grun h . t fc d 


\n w # hiS 

^rSe^ination 

ould the voice h ^ last seen him Spock 


had 

delirium foliowea him down 
He dismissed the notion 




» VOlC Kirk V had last seen him Spock 
when f coincj anywhere. 


, hp cold sweat of fear that 
Despite c ° ncounter in the forest 

mained fro “J to return to the chasm and 

d his anw ^ s ick officer, Kirk s curl 

e side of hi he investigate. After 

ity insisted mse lf, it was in the best 

1, he as ^ r rhem both that they were aware 

*sHs b“t e the 2-^ 5 

ttST to conceal him He moved 


-" UCh SiSTSSi overlooked°the 

! flat("and carefully parted the bushes. 

o aroup of six creatures 

There were g . ^ They wore no 

S’ matted hair. They stood or.ot 

men, 


but their broad shoulders were 

“ ped '°”*s.r d 

wn between them. . > f tbe beast, 

mpered with a great deal . 0 ^.^ ried a 
their bunched fists * acl[ } sim li ar 

ude fashion to the way Spock had pro 
ced the ones he now held himself. 

Below them, belly deep m the 
I, was a vast creature, gray and r JL 

ttured with a small head atop a . 

Its teeth were blunt, denot g 


le neck. 


as a plant eater, and 
i side of its head, 
n a hunter. 



eyes set on 
A hunted, rather 


In a conversation of gutteral grunts, 

primitives were apparently deci J- 9 
to kill it. Kirk would dear ^ y . 1 ?^ he 
i a share of its flesh. Car ® u y 

:ed to withdraw, the compulsion to 

:n to Spock not allowing him to 

<r - mi_u^iinr»n 


tness the outcome. 


The branches 


ed back with a crack and a rus ‘ 

d shout of alarm came from the a P .,, 

irk suddenly found himself the un 

- - - • •Waving 


enter of their attention. 


spears and screaming abuse, they 



Kirk 

the 
He 





to Climb the Jj a £ k tiie h to 9 ticati 

decided that Jl reat est possible speed 

with the greatest P 

up the creatures anu 

spears and started running. 

The blood sang a S ° n H i g booted 

feet Pounded out a E d no ground on 

the river bank. ne began 

the pursuing ^umans, , a ^ s r the 
to miss thebioodheen loped along 

previous day. ea se, occasionally 

using the knuckles of an ^er^ ^ 
and arm as a thira iey 
began to catch up. 


A spear 
ear and 
him. 
the 


Kirk reached |- h ® ^^and'made a final 
place still just ahead, Jand ma,ie 

agony of a shaft in his back. 

And then the a ^ a *® SiV | r |m°thl 

turned to . c “f f °relt caie a crash and 
fringes °| ^he f chegt deep in water, 

a roar. Flounaen y . He saw the 

Kirk dared to g 1 ancehi s earUer acquain- 
erect meat eatex frpeS Kirk 

tance emerging scattered, hurling 

forgotten, tha 1a P® 1 “" ute while it 

purtuerifs selected prey remorselessly 
in great bounding hops. 

Kirk heard a terrible shriek 

emerged, dripping wet.onthe 

creatures* remaining and'the monstrous 
bea ^ s laver ing^bloodsoaked 6 j aws. Weary 

anl fieling mildly sick, Kirk retreated 
towards the distant hills and chasm tha 

was home. 

Spock emerged from his fe ^ e5 j^ h p oma 
with a start. He was naked and 

If his own cold sweat. Every movement 
brought a fresh wracking of pain and his 

almost erect. His limbs twitched and 

jerked with uncontroliablemuscuarco 

through his veins. There was one thought 
alone^that remained clear in his mind. 

He had to get away from this p . 

tow changed him into the insane lust 
driven savage that had bee f 

distant ancestor. He aragg 
to his knees and crawled to the cave 


entrance 


Some 


stiff and dirty and inestimably 
/ iirk returned to the chasm, 
where' in his mad flight from the a P e ®®^ 

w h lost the reed spears, but he still 

_- fn the rat-creatures and regar e 


115 l iuvi ^ w v - - 

clung to the rat-creatures 

the day’s hunting with a flush of 
tne uaj ... foun d it a little 


self 


satisfaction. He found ^ a 

disconcerting to discover that there were 


2 



hostile® in the vicinity that possessed 
at least a rudimentary xntelli 
he was not unduly concerned. 



but 


the 


and 
s 

give 


The moment he reached the bottom of 
shale slope he could see that something 
wrong. He threw down the dead animals 

raced recJclessly up the bank of 

clawing at them with his hands to 

himself extra speed. 



Spock had not gotten far. He clung to 
the tree that grew outside the cave, his 
arms wrapped tightly about it and his 
unclothed body crushed so hard against it 
that he appeared determined to press him¬ 
self into the wood itself. His body shook, 
a pronounced and continuous shiver, and 
his eyes were tightly closed. 


"Spock! Spock, what is it?!" Kirk 
demanded, reaching the tree and trying 
desperately to unlock the torturous grip. 
"What's the matter?! Are you in pain?!" 

Spock managed to shake his head and 
his face contorted. "Get away from me! 
Get away before I kill you!" he intoned 
through clenched teeth. 


Kirk took him by the shoulders. "I 
don't intend to leave you again. Come 
inside before you catch cold and...." 


Spock released the tree, swung around 
and hit him squarely in the face. Kirk 
staggered back, lost his balance and sat 
down hard amid a small avalanche of stones. 
His lip was split and blood ran brightly 
down his chin. Spock came after him, his 
eyes quite insane and his clawed hands 
reaching for Kirk's throat, bent on murder. 
Kirk rolled and Spock staggered on past 
him, his movements uncoordinated. Aware 
of the Vulcan's strength and with self- 
preservation uppermost in his mind, Kirk 
came quickly to his feet and with braced, 
interlocked fingers chopped down hard 
across Spock's neck. Spock fell heavily, 
stunned, and that gave Kirk a chance to 
regain his breath and his wits. 


Spock started to get up, using his 
arms as levers. There was a jagged stone 
clenched tightly in his hand and no trace 
of reason left in his face. He was intent 
upon smashing his Captain's skull. 

Kirk swung a fist at him, connected 
somewhere beneath the Vulcan's jaw and 
snapped his head back. The blow stopped 
him for only a moment. Kirk found himself 
with his back to the long drop to the 
river. Breathing heavily, he waited for 
the inevitable rush, and plowed in with 
fists flying. Spock faltered with a 
bleeding nose and broken lips and Kirk 
seized his opportunity. He brought his 
knee up hard in the Vulcan's crotch, 
smashed his fist into his jaw as he 
doubled up, and followed through with a 
sharp blow to the solar plexus. Spock 
retched and began to fold. Kirk stepped 

forward to catch him and lowered him 
carefully to the ground. 



Kirk knelt beside him 
believingly studied the dark^ 
shadows in his neck. Surely ? lar *din 
be—but looking down he saw *+1} c o U i^ 
distended genitals and knew 

istake. ’-nat th** l * , “ 


was no mi 






Gently he gathered the m 
his arms and carried him bacV®" in t 0 
cave. Spock subsided onto lnt o n, 
with a sound that might have! £l °°r 
Kirk used the Vulcan's own a „ 

away the beads of sweat tha* h i rt to w° h - 

quickly on his body. £ ° r med ^ 

* &0 


"Spock," he 
insistent firmness, 
Spock!" 



”do ith quie t, 

do you hear 


me? 


Spock's head rolled towards K . 
is eyes were lucid and fiu e ^ Im 


and his eyes were 
anguish. "Jim?" 


I'm here. 


. . „ , Ki rk dabbed at .w 

blood on the Vulcan's mouth and 

that of his own away on his arm Wlpe(i 

"Spock, can this possibly be what *. 

think it is? The pon farr all Q v 1 
again?" OVe * 




II 


Spock sighed and nodded and hi 
face twisted again. "I tried 1 nis 
to fight it!" 


Tried 


"I thought it was only supp OSed 
happen once m every seven years?" t0 


A shake 
And besides- 


of the head. "A fall acv 

I am not a normal Vulcan." 


"You're half Human, but...." 


"That makes no difference." 

Spock's hands clenched and he shuddered 

"For me—the first pon farr was never 

broken, only suspended. When I thought 
you dead...." gz 


"I understand that," Kirk nodded 
slowly. "The shock upset the hormone 
balance. But how...? The question is, 
what are we going to do with you until 
the ENTERPRISE gets back? There's a 


Vulcan colony in the Serapis system. At 


warp nine 


Spock 

arm. 


.... He was thinking aloud, 
laid a damp, shaking hand on his 


"No, Jim. It is not—possible. 
Already the blood is fire in my veins. 

I burn!" 

"There must be something we can do! 
We must stop it! Delay it until the 
ENTERPRISE gets back!" 

"No." Spock's eyes closed and he 
shook his head. "There is no way. F° r 
me all that is left is death." He 
gestured to his body. "This death." 

Kirk ground his teeth. "If on ^ ^ 
ENTERPRISE were here!" 

"I'm glad she is not. There is „ 
nothing they could do but watch me cu 
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•• The 



1" 

away* *' 


"I have 

colony-" 

Kirk s 
let yon diel 


colony is only two hours 


no woman at the Serapis 

, =4- him "But they wouldn't 

lomeon^would.. Wouldn't they?" 



"Mate '"Clime t ° h | a ^® r ni ng pa in re- 

would do no good. ^ of 

turned m « ’ w * d K irk felt xt make 

the Vnlcan s * Spoc k gasped, You do 


was my woman. 


not'nnderstana! ^ ‘ joined as ine. T'Pring 

AS chiiaren a we x were a 3__ and ^ belongs tQ 

- « ff 

another. 

Kirk's 

"you knew this 

her away?! 


face filled with horror. 

would happen when you gave 


« Jt was a possibility." 

_ along time Kirk was silent, 
J n his friend suffer. "It isn' 

watohrn^his tr^ ^ lMt> 


t 


logi 


«No " Spock's eyes closed for a 
. he shuddered. "It is not. 

m0 f cannot be altered . Jim I " He 

Bu ? dH Kirk's arm tightly, raising 
gripp eyes burned into Kirk's. 

S‘~ I 'll! ■»•!» 


you 


i» 


j^^jrk refrained from telling him that 

1 -t- Hg 


h e'd already attempted just that. 



tabbed away the fresh beads of 
■? saw you through this once before and 
I'm not^eaving you this time," he said 

determinedly. 


With a sudden upsurge of strength 
Spock gripped him by the arms and dragged 
him down until their faces were just 
inches apart. "Are you so stupid that 
you do not understand? he hissed, 
will not survive this! I am dying. An 

If yoITFemain you will die also! At my 

hand! You will leave. Now! And you 
will not tell me where to find you! 

He pushed Kirk violently away and the 
Captain landed on his back on the other 

side of the cave. 



time since their arrival there were 
clouds in the sky and the sun3 ^ R 
streaked with red and orange ' 

To Kirk, the chasm had taken on 

dreamlike quality—gold lit and, 

except for the noise of the water, 

utterly silent. Dazed, P - . , 

thinking, he collected a suppiy °f Y 
kindling and lit a small fire in the 
mouth of the cave. He went back down 
the shale slopes and picked up the 
animals he had killed so long ago— 
on the other side of disaster. Sitting 
beside the fire in the reddening light, 
he cleaned them and skinned them and 
set the flesh to cook. The scent that 
rose quickly from the meat was enticing, 
but Kirk, who had been so hungry, had 
no appetite. The thought of eating 


He found that the time-honored 
adage of keeping busy was no help. From 
time to time as the world around him 

darkened he heard Spock move, sigh, 
groan, in the cave behind him, and his 
mind returned constantly to the one 
unalterable, terrible fact. For the 
want of a woman for whom he cared 
sufficiently, the faithful Spock was 

going to die. 




Kirk gave up trying to occupy his 
mind and dwelt upon the subject. The 
concept was a strange one, but m a 
alien way it was logical. One man a 

one woman selected as consort , 

the other. The male bidden to mate or 

Curious, be reflected, bow tbe 
seemed scarcely affected. He 
remembered T'Pring's haughty, stony- 
faced rejection of Spock at the P^- a £ e 
of the challenge. It was she that had 
condemned him to death, and for that Kirk 
found himself hating her. The one woman 

for whom Spock had cared enough..:^ ir . 
halted that thought and examined it with 
the utmost care. Somewhere the basic 
premise was not quite correct. As far 
as he knew, Spock had never expressed an} 
personal sentiments regarding the Vulcan 
woman. She had been a fact, a facet of 
his life, and he'd accepted her as such, 
but affection—no. The only person 

whom Spock had ever shown genuine affec- 

_ * _ ^ 


Kirk got slowly to his feet and 
looked down at the Vulcan's face. Spock 
had forgotten his existence. His face 
ran with sweat and the glands in his 
neck were bruised swellings. The rest 
of his body was shuddering and unrecog¬ 
nizable as belonging to the refined 
and polished individual Kirk had known 

of old. 

Kirk left the cave and went out 
into the evening light. His legs were 
unsteady and his thoughts were in 
turmoil. Spock—his friend and com¬ 
panion through so many hazards--was 
dying! And there was nothing in the 
universe that he could do to prevent it! 

The sun was sinking into a pit of 
fire below the horizon. For the first 


Kirk sat and gazed into the fire a 


iq time, and thought about that. 

J 1 ^ 1/ 


It was 


simple fact 


It had been remarked upon 


iy times that Spock's attachment 
at deeper than that of any other Vulcan 
r his commander, and considering that 

Human, brought up xn 
■jacketed confines of 

l Lr X W V* Vi J ^ ^ ^ ^ J • i ^ 

Vulcan childhood and adolescence, it was 


was 


stilted, strait 


t U to be wondered at if the development of 

emotional and sexual attitudes had 


rmal 

en hindered. Any 


having 


i T'Pring, would _have taken her and used 


Spock had not. 


Kirk wished fervently 


at he'd paid more attention to McCoy's 
squent and lengthy lectures on Vulcan, 
particularly Spock's, psychology, 
words of wisdom might well have 



Dven 


useful now. 
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whisp en . t been a ^ h ®ftter-of' ive 

b.cb f^' fafdown .esiae^- of ou rs." 

III *linking about flicker 

__ /-ri intea 11 _ •_ mine# 


?h rtice was a 

di-^fai^or-e 


thinking ahou he flicker 

Spook ■ s eyes 9 ^^ e pro blem is ” 1 “®' 
of the nr&fj-is already certain 
and its jimi" 

away f rom m ' 


away from me, m said 

«X»ve been T’Pring ml.. 

again. 1 "Vour Joinxnft ^ Qn , ^ a 

. »_ 4-r of you as one P woman I 


made 


Human 
loves. A ® 


»» 


There is no comparison." 

_ " K 


And 


XI — - 

inved a woman," Kirk 

111 "°c e oted you into her be. 


» ^ ^ - 

would 



fulfill your 

i mhprs is no woman. 
••I don't know! There 


M No, " Kirk said slowly, but you 


love me." 


Understanding, flared^at once y in f 


Spock's eyes. 

anguish. 


Kirk leaned _ over him and took him 


r iixiu — 

firmly by the chin, pulling his head aroun 
so that he had no choice but to meet h 


he haa no ^ • - 911 ^ 

"Do you want to die like th 

snarled, "In this sort of agony? 



Spock's breath hissed, "It is the 
* r The unmatea 


way of my father' s people • 
male must die!" 


"It's illogical, it's stupid, and 
it's wasteful!" Kirk hissed back. You 


have one of the best scientifically 


creative brains your father's race has 

« _ M m _ _ 


ever produced, besides which you're my 
friend, and I refuse to let you die! 
Not if there's a way—any way- at all- 
I can prevent it! 


Now, is there a chance 

that it would work? Would it break this 
damned fever?!" 


Spock looked up at him, his face 


pleading, and then under Kirk's stern 


eye he shook his head. "I don't know. 


11 


In that case," Kirk drew a deep 


breath and carefully kept his eyes 


S*™?.**'*™} lower regions, 


”we don't have any choice but to try it 


If 


"I...I can 1 1i" 


his beit k an!Hv d h d m * He unfa stened 
^liberate !v turn^' Ilf. * 5 ? us ?«' a "d 


deliberately turn^ ® trousers ' a 
^e Vulcan his^back.^ and ° ffered 


mugrQ was no rosistance* 

T Kirk felt his knee 

,Hands slip under 


Kirk text uxb is.nee ©n H? c k|Q A 
o f f® r his hand® slip under hi 8 

h of penetration. Spock pr 6 o? ha tH 



.•c teetn toycuuw. ^ ^ 

h of penetration. Spock pr G * at D 

pa ^? close. His body was hard hh. 

that it a about . -He 


W h^ it'scorched Kirk's neck! 8 >t‘' 
th ^oed his arms about the 
chest and hugged him with such i^' 8 

soock's loins were pressing urgL^® 

?L-inst his buttocks as he forL^^V 




Kirk feared ms nos must surelv u ns it> 

Soock's loins were pressing urgL^k V 
faainst his buttocks as he forced* 
e if deeper into his body, 

than he had ever ima-' rt f - 


SorsS than he had ever imagine^ { »t 
could and the Vulcan • s organ was 

swelling inside him in spasmodic Stl U ’ 

rhythmic pulsations. ' 

ohenomena 1. Tn 


Swell 111 '? --. ^r-«muuxc an 

rhythmic pulsations . Its proporti A 
were phenomenal. ?^ e P r ® ss ure ins ^ 8 

Kirk increased ■until he was certai^ 
would burst out of him. He l t 

vomit* 


urge to vomit. 



And then Spock began to thrust 

gasped at the pain-lt was as if re ‘ 

knives dissected his bowel—and then h<)t 
clamped his jaws shut. There was n 0 
way to stop it now, even if that Was 
what he desired. Spock s hot mouth „ a= 
against his neck, sucking, drawing 
the nonexistent glands that would ha«« 
provided Kirk with his share of p w 5 





aga.inou w v w 

the nonexistent glands that would hav* 

provided Kirk with his share of pC* 

had he also been Vulcan—and female. 


The semi-animal instincts of the 


nit: -- --- ± une 

primitive had taken over and Spock 

responded to their demands energetically 
and with a singular lack of repression/ 

tt — fpn that Kirk was rw->4- v«t. 


He had forgotten unau xvxxis. was not Vulcan 
had forgotten even that he was another 
man and not the woman his body demanded 



The thrusting 



m speed 

and vigor as the urgency mounted. Spock’s 
breathing became harsher, hissing in 

MB His fingers gripped harder, 

slipping on sweating skin. 




Kirk's ear 


His powerful 




body drove itself finally against Kirk’s 


and the Captain felt him tremble, heard 


him groan, and then came the distinct and 


unmistakeable throb of ejaculation 


There was 



Kirk dared breathe again, 
a red curtain of blood in front of 1S 

and a hot fullness in his b° w ^ 

demanded immediate expulsion, but p 

was not nearly prepared to Ltacy 

His body was still trembling wi tinU ^; 
and he clung to Kirk's back wi . ^ 

intensity. Kirk felt him stir_ again, 


intensity. Kirk rem n» ' agai# st 

arousal, his loins moving ge Y d 

This time, although Kirk bra : „ f 


him. 


himself against it, there was 


teari^ 


The Vulcan's e xp e 11f em ^ard 

_J Hie hot | 11 


$ 


inside Kirk's 


thrust. - - hot 

acted as a lubricant and hi eage 
phallus moved with much 9 re ^ ground K l£ i s 
I I I II Hbody. His grip 
chest loosened and he P inc ^ 6 i. huI nb* 
nipples between fingers and w 

found himself beginning t0 r ^ afit 
the slackening of his muscle 

a meItl ° Severe eg 
insertion felt merely like a 

of constipation. Spock pi“ e 


of the pain faded to 
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, his body trembled 

to Kirk's rum P nt inq climax. He bit 

close to h a mounting cumo 

one® Kirk's shoulder. 

har „•» time, when Spook's grip relaxed. 

This time, ^ awa y and bolt 

K irk simply * darkness to empty both 

K U tside fand hts stomach, retching dryly. 
.•,= bowel ana «_and to his 


his bowel and n himse lf and to his 

Ginger^ that? despite the outstand- 

fno size ofthe v ^ nQt been torn . 


ing 

no 


He submerged ni««» r±ver and tried to 

cold wat ® r the sense of contamination and 
wash a "^ t ion of the Vulcan's touch. 

^ u _j cleared and the giddy singing 

HiS , h of h?s ears and gradually he 
faded ?o wonder just what it was that 

wafbugging him. 


r centuries past, convention had 

F ° *-hat for two men to have any sort 

decree relationship was undesirable, 

° f J?lth?, unclean,* that a normal healthy 
unhealthy, ±1 from it in revulsion 

man shou ^ And ye t now that he had 
and norr • with some one of whom he 

experie fond , he was neither 

W3S ?ted with himself, nor horrified. In 

revolted t Qn the inc ident with 

f3C 'tv h he hid to admit that the Vulcan s 
hones y, ^ against his back and the 

tre ^h 1 sunk b in y his neck had not produced 
^"unpleasant reaction within his own body 
touched the tender bitten place on 

He Ilk aently and felt a shiver go 

h I S mh him If it were not for the 

ripping agony in his bowel— but after 

been pain, Inly a warm overfullness. 

He sat on a boulder at the ^ iver s 
P dae with his feet dangling in the 
lie 6 ! while he tried hard to arrange 

and analyze his feelings. * fter 

such intimate contact, he fel ness 

about going near him a 9 a ^ n h d 

feared he would, but he felt sure 

there would be embarrassment between 

them. Too much embarrassment fo 
of Spock's sensitivity to bear. H ®. lf 
would find it necessary to r f" 0 ^ e . 61 f 

from Kirk and the memories of what ha 

occurred, and take himself off o 
furthermost reaches of the ga■ Lax ^ 1 , 

/ain attempt to forget. Kirk su ® . 

found that he couldn't stand the 
jf being without the Vulcan, 
lim. 


Wanted him. 


He needed 
He realized it with 


There was a hard knot of 
mging in his own belly. 


start. 


He realized that he had been away 
from the cave for a long time. The pi 
moons were in the sky for the secon 
time. He went back up the shale s °pe, 
fed more fuel to the almost dead embers 
of the fire and went into the cave. 

Spock was awake but refused to 
st him. Kirk sat down beside him a 
sighed. "Is the fever broken?' 1 he 

asked. 


In the rising light of the f^ rc 
Spock nodded. "Yes," he breathed. 

"It is over and I will live. 

"Don't sound so bitter about it. 


"I have used you, hurt you, and 
degraded you. It would have been better 

for me to die." 

Kirk noticed the Vulcan's cheeks 
glistened, as if they might be wet with 
tears. For a moment he was silent. 


"I don't think so. Not better 

" he said at last, slowly 


for me, anyway, 

"I've realized something 
I didn't know before, Mr 
I love you as well." 


tonight that 
Spock. You 


Spock looked at him, the flames 

dancing in his eyes, and he read the 

truth in his Captain's face. He reached 

out to Kirk and put his arms around 

him, drawing him close, and this time 

the kiss on his neck was as gentle as 

that of a woman. Kirk found his own 

hands on the Vulcan's back, returning 

Their 



the gentle* pressure 

touched and mutual thrill of desire 
coursed upwards through them both, 
joining, uniting. They clung together 
in an ecstacy of love. Spock twisted 
his leg around Kirk's and, knowing fu 
well what he did, Kirk caressed his friend s 
neck and gently pinched the swollen sensi 
tive glands between his fingertips. 

Spock responded at once, his body 
arching and thrusting against Kirk s. 

Kirk sought the Vulcan's mouth with his 
own and they pressed together, thighs 

and bellies and chests, as with open iip 
and probing tongues each explored the 
interior of the other's mouth. 

They soared into ecstacy together, 
their climax throbbing and their finger¬ 
nails digging deep into one another s 

•shoulders. Their breath rasped in ^ he 

Then, when it was over, they 

llept in each other's arms, Spock's 
i0 ft head of hair against Kirk’s shoulder 

ind his hand tucked warmly away in his 

aost intimate part. As he drifted into 

slumber, Kirk didn't mind a bit. 

In the morning, after they h ^ d d 3l |^^ 

5e£li love to him and brought him even¬ 
tually to a mellow, satisfying c qly 

soockclung to him and kissed him adoringly 

.SoLa Sr r R°.f .»a 

•* j +-fhp>v went down to tne n veL 
And then tney wenu ^ , bodies. 

carefully washed each other 




As the reincarnated orb of 


sun 



AS tne - . f u ov 

• £i. a( q ii-c;elf above the horizon, they 

lide by side outside the cave entrance 

nd shared the me ** °J h f lac^that it was 

ia d killed- Despit th reUsh whUe betwee n 

;le3 h virk told him of his encounter 
)Uh the apemen. The Vulcan sucked his 

• Lrl clean and frowned, looking to- 

:ingers wbe re the chasm vented 

SfSftte sh»le .lot.. 1.4 a°»» 

bo the plain. 


3 




0 ^ 


Spock 


*« 


rmally 


^tan^ 3 gep arat fiv 
theS e ^ 

” In hle f° r - he * ald Jfle . 

i nadVi oTt pl' aserS ' in s u 5f g * 

from ° " 


«n 8 ;, 1 


why? 


•f 


° ur p t hi*" ^ a tures 

. „ k looked ® ge cr be re? 

Kir ?*. thi*» K J e r to us 

jon't /tan9 eL _-♦- 


COU 

f* 


it l 


“Because I' m involved, too, 






Spock grinned. **. x S a c , 

example of the Rxng of Soshern. 1^*1 


"It 


is a 


„ u d on- danger 


unaer e ff 


mate 


* wise to •laity 1 

»c never curx° s s J is 


s as 


Huh? 


-*-. tive ^ nd - n cement »• £? 0 n * s 

the ad **r?o°* P°Sopeh« e 


5* 

ty* ' ib le, b “„ all f° r,n 


iiis 2t condition of 
._ a hv an early Vulcan * 


much « rr®» bo t ' fo nns 

»* ce fv aeft« *u. 

eaS td y t e vol I!he cll £f 4 P tl „ u o“ a 

attach d at h n . , ige nce 

Kirk ?»i| d 8 ee what *T of i^e 

'»f:; "*■““ 

WO “ihro« rocks a d 

t° ta l s close to t to 

(lasers ® e ?„ oool* 


‘^r» a »e • He propounded 

wanting pro duces more want. 
inevit process and onlv 




— biy ^ ^due. > ^ 

ineV i^inuous process and only wi iM* 
a trc?e lies contentment. ItY^n ^ 

CirCi« _ . theorem " a 


supremely logical theorem. 


% 


•• 


Kirk had a remote fueling that k 

complimented ,„W 


P 


the two men ls 

Having eate !Jfall and Quarters r xt 

re the « a ^ en a t close^ ft sh eer 


f ^f^nuoSs'and unf*t^ k e a garment 


a c ° n ^ay°^ ^ ut iled wltS rainbow 
Its SP mist and s P a 5^ 1 The fierce 
of fin6 in the sunlxgk ♦ an ^ back 

colors in ; ha d cut do ;;; g the 

undercurren^^ ^ not o 11 , 1 ^ Kohind 


been compl^enu.u, .-w WQ8n . t 

question. ° e nci h Qre?t 

i»jt can if you wish it to." * 

c Aijn clouded Spock's face. "The civ 
f S be broken. Wanting can be su Pc * cl « 
and the yearning to have, denied." Ss «4 


"But only within the 


tentment 


Kirk repeated. 



lie 


pool bott ° a ii S itself was 

g,e waterfall it 


green 


nj£ you wish.• 


cave 


e fis h in thS P ° d ^ ^ “““ — 

c .rk Th with W more efficiency a ^ e(J the Spoc k put an arm around him and 

P re ,nd they dived t or _ 1(i d i v e a " , • f „ r some time, trying to *•»„!. 


"You know what 1 wish," Kirk said, 


and moved closer. 


arm 


and 


previous da y, « u ^ ve | for them. It 
became a sport, 9 long est. Kir 

deepest and stay ved stronger. 

soon found himseifP greatly 

Spock' s streng £ the pon farr 

wasted by the “9 that he would 

and it became obvious 


anu owvw.._ . * Kirk lay 

thinking for some time, trying to trans¬ 
late the term, but the answer he came 
up with made no sense when applied to 
himself. Still scowling a little, he 
too dozed in the sun. 


:ake time to recover. 


„ s£tzi 

-is s 2‘. 


That afternoon there were clouds 

in the sky for the first time, hurrying 

- on a wind too high to be felt 

at ground level. — 



ie riesn was wuxu^ -— m hp j r 

would be tender when cooked. Their 

ipper and breakfast for the next day 

i i i__ nnf nf 


The atmosphere became 
oppressive and the sun, as it sank, 

sullen. ml ~“ J " TT '' m 


ipper and breaKrasu lvl 

us assured, they moved out of reach 
the spray and lay down on the grass 
dry, two bodies gradually Ipiithi-hg 
:>wn in the sun. 


e ciina — — -- , 

The two men eyed the changing 
face of nature with apprehension. 


Towards evening the clouds became 


lower and it was cooler although the 


Dressed now 


e 


d 




e 




4* i* 


V 


( 


Kirk squinted into the brassy sky 


oppressiveness remained. 
in boots and trousers and the tattered 

^ m 


and sighed a deep sigh. "What happens 


ill UUUUO O.HVA --- - A 

remains of their shirts, they 






to us now?" he asked. 


remains ot rneu ** 0 f 

preparations for a prolonge sp 
bad weather. Kirk collected ^ 


"Hm?" Spock rolled his head and 





e 


t 


o . 


0 -0 • 


P* 


C P e r O° «d * 


Ajof^ 


e" 


looked at him sleepily. "Happens?" 


bad weather. Kir* +-hnuqh it 

and everything that looked as 0 £ the 

might burn and saw to the 000 with 


"Your fever's broken—properly this 


might burn and saw to tne c w ^h 

fish while Spock went off s0 *\ na n]v re¬ 


time. Do you lose interest now, in 


tricorder 


sexual matters, until the next pon farr? 


II 


turned with 


Spock went oxj. -»i v re* 

and phaser and e '? n ^! ) kinds 
h arms filled with 


at 


Spock turned on his side and gazed 


t ! 

c 


\°^e 




3 


me 


“ ildl y amused. "Do you want 


4-rOM wau L. 

to? he inquired with mock solemnity 


of fruit. From a niche m nears 

wall he brought large elonga 
and from a bush nearer the wa ye ^ to 
some blue berries which later v 


K tE k ,^ Ur ? ed silen tly. Of all 


be sour and inedible. 



K> e e \ 

b i s ie d ° h 

VE%o tl1 

-o°P 

^ we 

A th e ^ 

f a d be® P eSI 

V °alth° 

^ ; he 
0 c otn e ‘ 

t° r the 
over £l0 , 

ri^ et d 

r too o 

= onte hall 
the shal 

cave to 


humor 


They sat in the cave en V^"uit a,ld 


feasted sparingly on 


i 



only rep 


static" 

still 


absence 


their 


becomi 


starsb 


They i 


down 


9ethe 


Pools 
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. „ useless berries away down 

pitched the us was dark . The sunset 

5hat night £ uickly . Soon after- 

and dar t n began to drizzle with rain and 
wards lt ^ forced to retreat into the 

they wer ® D dry. The rain put out their 
cave to keep “ £ ting to light another 

’"’'almost choked them both with wood- 

Kitfc 

gjnoke. 

, cn they sat in the dark and 
®o the rain until they became 

listened to they lay down in each 

chiHf d ' Soon they were warm again 

other's f^ms. the intimacy of their 

and relationship to notice the 

increasing fury of the storm. 

a long time afterward Kirk woke up. 
Outside th the rpc k walls of the 

wildly a 9 a k gave out a sound like 

chasm a ” d , rolling and clashing of 

the continual r^ ^ time the 

st eel ba • he cave at luridly as 

i ? te fiahtning flashed. Disturbed in 

th e A ’ by Kirk's movements, Spock 
hi f,fd over and nuzzled into him and 
soon both were sleeping soundly once 

more. 

The morning was bright and fresh 
. t-hev were awake early. Everything 
had been washed clean by the rain and 

tir although heavy clouds still lurked 
on the horizon and promised more storms 
to come. The volume of water coming 
over the falls had doubled, and the 
river flowed twice as swiftly. 


___ It was 

nov^too^dangerous to swim and so they 
contented themselves with washing in 
the shallows and then returned to the 

cave to eat. 

Kirk tested his communicator but th< 

only reply was a crackle and a hiss of 
static—signs that the ion storm was 
still raging full force beyond the 
planet's atmospheric envelope. He 
exchanged raised eyebrows with Spock and 
put the device away again. Both ha 
nixed feelings about the continuing 
absence of the ENTERPRISE . They enjoye 
:heir solitude together, but they were 
aecoming increasingly concerned for the 
starship and the safety of her crew, 
hey reached simultaneously for the last 


Spock won it and Kirk 
lased after him. 


iece of fish. 


Laughing, they raced 
>wn the slopes, ending up rolling to¬ 
other in the meadow grass beside the 
>ols. The fish was quickly forgotten 

d remained uneaten. 


Spock stood on top of a rock with 
his hands on his hips and his back to 
the waterfall and gazed towards the 
plain. There was a look of anxiety 
on his face. Flat on his back in the 
9 r ass, Kirk looked lazily up at him. 


"What is it?" 

l( "I thought," Spock said slowly, 
that i saw something move." 


Kirk got up 
craning his neck» 


and stood beside him# 

"I don't see anything. 


Spock shook his head* but the 
frown remained. 


"The phasersl" Kirk realized 

abruptly that they had both broken their 
resolution of the previous day and 
their weapons had been left behind them 
at the cave. "Keep watch here. I'll 
go and fetch them," he said. Fully 
awake now, he raced up the shale slopes. 


The phasers were exactly where he 
had left them, on a flat-topped rock just 
inside the cave entrance. He snatched 
them up, seized the tricorder as a breath¬ 
less afterthought and bolted outside. 

Kirk froze in his tracks. Beneath 
him, at the foot of the shale slope, 
were a large number of the .apelike man- 
creatures. There were easily a. dozen of 
them, all males, in two roughly equal 
groups either side of the river. They 
were literally sniffing their way upstream, 

noses to the ground. 


Kirk withdrew into the concealing 
shadows of the cave and watched them pass, 
hj_s eyes bright with alarm. Each creature 
carried a bundle of spears under its arm 
and a crude throwing stick in one hand. 

They walked in a stooping posture, 
bending forward frequently and leaning on 
their knuckles to sniff the ground. It 
was impossible at the distance to read 
any expression into their faces, even if 
the faces themselves were capable of 
displaying any. The ridges above the 
eyes lent a permanent scowl and the 
protruding jaws a pout. The creature s 
attitudes were both nervous and determined. 


Kirk reasoned that they were searching 
for him—that they had been mystified by 
his appearance beside the river, their 
curiosity aroused and perhaps also feelings 
of revenge, if they were capable of such, 
for he had been directly connected with 
the deaths of their companions. In any 
event, in view of his previous experience, 
he had no reason to believe them anything 

but hostile. 


Kirk remembered that he held both 
phasers in his hand. Spock was unarmed 
and still waiting for him beside the water¬ 
fall. He had no choice but to wait until 
the creatures had passed by, and then he 
slipped anxiously out of the cave and 

away through the shortening morning shadows^■ 

He knew that it would take him longer 
reach the linked pools than it would the 
apemen who, although ^intent jopon their 


• *1 


The cliffs were growing warm in the 
sun and Kirk kept his back to them, feeling 
the heat of the rock through his shirt. 

He hurried as well as he was able while 
maintaining sufficient caution to avoid 
discovery from below. His heart rose 
into his throat as he approached the 
vantage point from which he could overlook 

the waterfall and the pools. Looking 
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They 



all • 


down he could see about the dead » 

a rough semicir * e the ir attention. way 
and paying it all t size and th Y 

were intrigued witn d and showea 

in which it: poking it with loud 

fear of it at . P M each othe f 

s P??f?. an 0 f S Spock there was no sign 

Kirk began to cli,b r down t intO o the r 

basin, dodging from Qn the apemen. 

and keeping a caref u . ®jL way down when 
He was no » re , tb f (Merestin the car- 

the y suddenly lost int wa t er fall. 

cass and moved towar aggr essive 

There was advance and Kirk 

assurance ih. th f f h , t t hey had either 
quickly realitedthat Y with their 

seen Spock, or smeit 
Jc66n noses. 

Apparently , ^he" rocks' 

gad"raced^towards the water, his course 

.“SKS.S.'iU.? 

him, fitting their spears to their 
throwing sticks as they tan- P 
reached the waters edge harelyahe 

of them and dived, vanishing beneath 

a spreading pattern of ripp * . • n *- 0 

apemen sent several spears pljW « to 
the water after him and then stood on 
the bank with spears and throwing sticks 

rpfldv for immediate use. 



It'was more than Kirk could 

He was not prepared to see 


He was 



irate. ne was nut t'-*-.— — 
the Vulcan speared like a fish as he 
surfaced for air • He stood and took 
careful aim* and fired into their midst. 

rewarded with the satisfaction of 
his chosen target flare green and 
vanish. The remainder milled in agi¬ 
tated confusion and then turned to face 
the source of the attack. Kirk fired 
twice more as they started their rush 
at him. One creature vanished while 
another toppled over and began to 
'■** ’ its bellows disconcerted 


thresh wildly. ___ 

the others more than the bloodless 
slaughter. They dispersed, their 
bravado dissolving into terror. Only 
one, the largest and apparently the 

_ hi *1 I « I m 


leader, showed any inclination to carry 
home the attack. Snarling and running 
on feet and folded hands, it charged 
at Kirk in a direct frontal assault. 

Kirk saw the square yellow teeth, 
the bloodshot whites of its eyes 
even the lice in its coat before*he 

h«°! Lookin 9 around for the others, 

Se SlaiJ e "t^ t n at i n9 rapidly towards 

leader-s demise * demorali2ed at their 

Kirk ran to the edqe of the 

and looked around anxiously! P 


He 


down 

unlucky w 
as he dived? 
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"Spocki SpockI” There w*q 

looked"intoh° ansWerin 9 shout. 

Even when fully fi^Soook 11 gr ? win 9 

*- ai « —i sar*,; 

) ^ i r rk t - s rUSt had cau ^t t 

Kirk s eyes searched t 


edges of the reed beds wher<> t l 
slackened. There was no drifi?? 


face-down body. Wh 
Spock overestimated 



own 


aiJU drowned somewnere below 

Linplumbed depths, his body 

on the bottom? Kirk looked at 

pounding waterfall and at thj > bl 

tops and at the bright golden -C 1 

ie found it hard--impossible_ 


Ki 


le rouna it ^ 

relieve that Spock could be dead 

fet what other explanation coma' 

5e ? The growing panic of desoai 

:hinking all but impossible. W u r 

jeneath all that water could th* f* 
lave hidden? How could he have i Ulc *n 
ilive? 1 st *Ye«a 

Beneath the waterl In a fi 
-emembered the green cave. He ra Sh ^t] 

:he falling, fraying edge of the ^ ^ 
ind squeezed behind it. Sure enn^ r 
Spock was there, still in the w a t* 9h ' 
md clinging feebly to the edge 0 f .v 
rock as the current tried to tuq 
iway. As Kirk pulled him out he wa^ 
>arely conscious, his body bruised S 
deeding from the cruel buffeting 0 f n<i 
—and water. Kirk heaved him on*- 

et rock and rubbed his hands an* 

vigorously• 

convulsively and 

water Kirk imagi ned 
least half the 
typical Vulcan reacts 

-d his breakfast and n 

Kirk consoled him- 

his breathing was 
he had first pulled 




Spock coughed 
rought up so much 
e had swallowed 




. Then, in a 
o injury, he ej 
ay still, gasping 

that at 





tronger than when 


him out. 


Spock came to his senses gradually. 

He remembered diving into the water 
quite clearly, swimming down and down 
until the increasing pressure made his 
ears pop. He remembered the strength 
of the current snatching at him, swirling 
him round and smashing him again and 
again against the rocks as if determined 
to break his bones and crush the life out 
of him. His thought processes became 
slow and stupid, the blood sang in his 
ears and his lungs strained until he had 
had to breathe water. He did not remem¬ 


ber the frantic fight to regain the sur- 



■.■the struggle to escape the water¬ 
fall which threatened to carry him down 
once more to his doom, or Kirk's eventual 
helping hand. 


He opened his eyes. He lay on his 
back some distance from the falls and 
Kirk was on his knees beside him looking 
anxiously into his face. Spock frowned 
at him, trying to make some sense of what 
had happened and wondering why his body 

felt so heavy. He failed to realize how 

close he had come to drowning. 

"Jim?" His voice was a weak whisper* 


It's all right. Take it easy f° r 
a while and you'll be all right. 


to 

of 


"The creatures... I * Spock 

t lin 1 i_i _ _x. 


sit up and collapsed in 

violent coughing. 


anoth 
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f ot 


othe d him. "They’re gone. 
£ r £ime being i anyway. 

. „ convulsively. Spook shook __ 

coughing no longer f re ' 

nig head. ”® hey will return—and in 

Te gaeP e ^ be rs 1" 

? reate hafiers won't hold out for- 

»And our P r uefully- "I don't think 
r « Kirk added^r^ their own ter ms. 

5Ve co» l d mee ou^re able we'll leave 

* e «oon as yo “ c an lose them in the 
&s 5 Maybe we cai 

u/zfQ • 


iere 

,iH s 


If 



, his head • 11 I doubt 

spook shook us _ It is this place 

hey'^ant." 

hat .__ d "A comfortable, 

Kirk underst^ d^ that , s been 

location, those flying 

ieping the ”° they want us out of 

jptiles- wellf even if they ave 

>e kill us -" 

? rt riH kill or be killed 

•in.their often the only rule of 

. the f^spock made another concerted 

ir vival* his legs under him, this 

; tempt to g although he retched 

me with sue ewed vl olence. Kirk 

Id choked with around him as he 



.a. 4 -hink we'll be going any- 
"I 4011 while " he said, almost 
re for* w ^*: ve swallowed almost 
himself- river to kill you. 
ugh of tha feel up to itMttj 

S S S* “SoS"u| 

j “in».««• * 11 


II 


spook wrapped a P-tective f bracing 

around his ti • , x a m able 

er," he admitted. prov ided the 

ravel a short distance, v 

, is slow." 

Kirk grinned encouragingly and 

,ed him onto his feet. 


it turned out, 

- - •V-n v 


was 


The pace, as it turn ^ -bruised and 

very slow. s P°^ k _ed to support him 

badly cut leg that refusedto of f his 

and so Kirk had to c ^ rr ^ lize just how 

weight. Kirk began to realize 3^ ^ 

much vitality the exet Their 

days had drained out o ffident to 

meals had scarcely be ®” survival that 
support the energy output sur ^ bQth 

this environment demande . h t hey 

hungry and tired, ^/^fthe homely 
comfort of the cave s e emed ,^ i r wear!- 

The distance elongated as , to - 

ness increased. Both men against 

frequently and they they 



By the time they ^ 
the* foot of the final ascen^. 



panting 


the toot on f its arc 

reached the zenit Q f 

zed down without mercy out 

right sky. 


a 



Kirk Wiped the sw ^ irt and took 

onto the sleeve of h shoU ider before 
Spock's arm across his sh They arr ived 

assaulting the final s sta ggered inside, 
at the cave entrance and stagy 

Kirk lay at Spook’s siearnout of 
the flashing lights to 1 much 

his head. He felt sic * ^ Beside him 

too tired ever to move agai - water oUt of 

the Vulcan continued to coJ3" as an om inous 
rattle* 1 in ' his^chest. Kirk hated to listen 

time examining s P°^ k .i^ted by the rocks 
deep puncture wound inf nQ * igna of 

and extensive bruising, eading . Kirk 

the fracture he had bee He knew only 

fretted over the ID in his ownarm 

too well that the , ing / its edges 

showed no sig ns ° , w and it wept 

were still fresh and® oc ation. He 
blood at the slightest P £ all , both 

knew that the greatest dange ^ q£ 

to himself an ^ t ° as P no t'a comforting 
infections. It wa ^ antibiotics— 

thought fhat they to share between 

not even a clean band g 

them. 

n o leci with rags 

He bandaged Spoc | d on to inspect 

torn from his sbirt Robing gently. Spock 

the Vulcan's rlb ®' aaa i n . Kirk looked 
winced and coughed g » wil i you be 

anxiously into his | ac ^ d of assurance 

all right?” he asked, in n 


himself. 


and nodded. 

"X have to go and get us 

Kirk told him, reluctant to 1 
acknowledging the necessi y. 

"Be careful, Jim. 


some food, 
leave but 


Kirk looked at him kindly and nodded 


"I will be." 


Outside the cave the air boiled off 
the rocks in ashimmeriug was directly 

distorting uuttain. ^ e . white ball that 

overhead, a da t u e retina of the 

left after-images on J about t he 

tOU " aS U " k ” a 


pools. 


•i a Kip food was fish. 

The only ava ^ a x life within the 

They knew .°L n eat the man-ape that how 

chasm, and t dow grass smacke 

lay dead in iba iism for Kirk s 

strongly °^ n waS a limit to what 

stomach. would eat. 

even a hung avoid t he heat 

The fish swam de. ^ dive after them 

of ^ S hunger 1 quickly began to tell on 
and h tL h Tn g re. He took three fish 


gutte^them'beside the ater, 



to bathe and 

rtttunity t° 

toot the opP_ arm . his shoU lder 

rebandag s xung ° v ^ck to the 

Wi th *V? S , he star roUte that 


by th f. i , r 


Wi th the «£ started that would 

s vs™ ■sf.s.f— 

r^oroaches. la m. ". he sun s 


c . a n exce^ c “ No thing sC ree wa=» 

gxVe *r>vroaches. piai n * , -he sun's 

sinli? sh "fte ref leoted^t not iced ^ 

Nuance ^^^fungered on the 

Sat clouds stall __ {ce in the __ 


Sat clouds stU ^ 

Growing ^Several bushes leana ^ 

cliff he h Sgh path- oo T S el washed e 2ut of 

over the h g t heir root each bore 

W S h soil by the ra Sf-”’t. TO Kirk, 
the soil J of f 


^S^ncSS r ofW ^-Kirk 

those they « f their sojuu 

SSgrySo the P^Vo/thfsp^ and 

cracked two^ listened his mouth 


cracN^ — moisteneu ***~ - . 

at| Sr^d the void in his stomach. 


It was -S d -S er iisuL h tion Ve - „ 
The rock provi 9 irirk assured himself 
against t{je ea . com f or table as their 

that s P°Sources could make him, 

alth ough his skin touch _ They 


unusually bot to the touch. a J h ^ ntle 
Such a eTa d nd re t a h:n Ki?k went outside again 

to gather kindling for a fire. 


bv the time the fish were cooking 
over the flames Kirk began to experienc 

-he first twinges of ^f^^Sbuckled 

le massaged the area and h ^? b ®® s 

- it Once again, the air was 


e massaged the area anu 
0 ignore it. Once again, the air «as 

scorning heavy and oppressive, and when 

le sun began to decline the clouds he 

ifi noticed earlier drifted up from th 


e sun began to decline the clouds he 
d noticed earlier drifted up from the 
uth. Dregnant and threatening. 


Despite the gnawing ache that 
persisted in his belly, Kirk went again 
to the river, stripped off the remains 
of his shirt and soaked the rags in water. 
Carrying them back to the cave, he used 
them to bathe Spock's burning body• The 
Vulcan was uncomplaining although the 
cough still wracked him and the breath 
wheezed in his chest. He was intensely 
thirsty but they had nothing in which 
to carry water and he was unable to reach 
the river. 


Kirk sat down beside him and wrapped 
his arms around his belly, rocking back¬ 
wards and forwards in an attempt to dis— 

lodge the increasing pain. Spock looked 
at him in concern. 


"Jim?" 


Kirk managed to make a wan grin 


look convincing, 
something I ate. 
it," he insisted 

K n MM mam * 


"It's all right. Jusi 
No! Don't worry aboui 


hU. "It'llpass?" SP ° Ck tri6d t0 reac 

the horizo^line id°^ ed SUn Sank be 

n une and the world became 


darkening# all devouring g r ^ v 

not rain and the oppres8iv en J/ It „ 

The air itself seemed thick a?® 
able as if the sun had burner ^ 
oxygen out of it and left 
useless gas- An utterly 


ana left onl, 11 t V' 

jseiess .i?K te ? ly bl ack 

light stole over the land. K 


The starship officers x a 
-ide in the darkness of the r, Y si <* 
Ind thighs touching in mutual*^' 

x-U., A f for Sk 1 ^ ^ ^ Uncs^ 


ck Z“ et t 


N 



® b 


touching in mutual®' h a ^ v 
After a long time 1 ^ 3 ^ ^ 


sympathy. At ter a long ti me 

:o Kirk that Spock slept, thoiL 3 ?^ 

tnd from time to time a fit Q f 9h he ; a 






nd from time to rime a fi t ^ 

ihook him. The heat of fever 

>ut of his skin and seemed to r C< ? rc b^ 

,«nmorature even more. Ac 


t 




(Ut uj. ----v_iut=u to 

;emperature even more. As for th 

ras no question of sleep. Th ^rk r ^ 
;tomach had increased to cripro 1 ^ iN 
ions and was spreading insider 3 Ptor ^ 
iant tendrils to every part of K Sf 


° Us r 

dm- v-w-- - -- j. c-v*-v. of- , 

caustic ocean of acid consumert v W, 9 
ithin. hll » E,;^ 


The night wore on and 
cloud layers the pink moons 


hi 9h ab 0 


the sky. 



of 


- -- <aance7 V * tU 

As the hours passed Kirk« lnt ° 

s^ony 1 qpH - Hp i r\ \j An 4 .l . 3 

the cave - I —— xq 

driven deep into his gut. His 

his lips drawn back i n a f . 

and his eyes glazed, staring 

rivulets of sweat ran from his hnl\ _ lc Y 


reased. He lay on the fi 3 
folded double, his rigi^ *** 



he tried to keep silent, but that^ 



The sighs, the grunts~and\!! 0t 

sharp gasps filled the cave as 1 -- 

fire ran through his veins. 


iiquid 


The clouds hung broodingly f rom , 

sky with dark distended bellies. Kirk 6 
watched the occasional flicker of 

_ • • . J „ ^ . TJIN J A. ■ « 


electricity and prayed that it 

• 4 1 1 * 1 J JX ^ • 


--- -i. -i -- would 

rain—that it would do something, anythin. 

a- u -v +- aii 1 rl t-hp ^ rrnreo^ _ 


that would break the accursed silence 


make the air breatheable. 


eventually rain. 


It was almost morning when it did 

| It rained in torrential, 

never-ending sheets of water that rattled 

the cliffs and created new rivulets 
that added to and swelled the river. The 
thunder was continuous and the lightning 
flashed again and again across the sky. 



Kirk's pain had moved, working slowly 


downwards from his stomach to the lowest 


part of his intestine, and it had changed 
in nature also. Now it was a regular 
cramping sensation that involved every 
muscle in his chest and abdomen. 
every spasm the breath whistled throug 

his teeth. 


At last he felt the overpowering 


rge 


lap u iicz j 

to drag himself from the cave 




■ 

<?y n , ft 




r > 0 t r .o 


v'e ' K, u *e 


cKy- ’.<P * 


c r , C 


mpty his bowel. 


The excretion was gr een 


The rain 


nd ran from him like water. ^ 


uickly washed it away. Nature «« 
is attention several times xn r F 


K* 6 0* 0 l* 

* n e ^ 


c 




0 


0 
& 


X) e 


f 




radually died away 



rained. He sat on a 






uccession and then the crampings 

■ He was left to 

rock and sank h 

__ _ The rain ^® reneS s baC 
ack and eased sensation and a ^ 
nto his tortured body. But y ^ ee n 
egan to feel --- He ha 



in his hands. 


ucky. 


human again 


Very, very 


again* • kneW 

lucky and n 


°> ed ’ 




u 

•i°%e 1 

t°'* A th 

s o 

na d 


St 


and ^ 

ana *• 
P ai ° a 

down a 
urapP 1 

the th 

awake 

rain ‘ 

stead: 


that 

him S 

to b< 


Kirk 


age-' 

Spoc 

out 


his 


bre« 


a d< 


tha 


kne 


sus 

lui 


if 


in 


th 




fi 
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44 


ot normally consume incompatible 
not , cnrvive. 


one ^^Cits'and survive 

lien f r 


-tsW'-S* J S ! K. s£t«' Js»?% 

:i: "• "Sir*- «* ■ 


. at l* st 

outside the cav ® ^beginning to break 

stopped and the ®“” ing clouds. 

through the la -9 - water were a ble 

was wet and P 0 ?. 1 ® ° <ns. Kirk was a f 


tripped If rllk^ba si ns T Ki tk s 

to ?ake spook a desperately^ the 


ine ^ n t t° n “ve on shaking m lega any “riompl’eiely covered 

^Jened to rested his fore- ™ knSlt on to wash, 

threat^ He S at down desperately that J 


threatened -at do«» aj ^esperately that 

moment. his knees, «^" m biing would stop. 

h eati g ating and something he oould 

the residual P aan “d that disobeyed him 

Th d with, hut a body lem . 

cope ^insurmountable p 

was an a han d on his 

He b S Ca |errlpply in 9 gentle pressure, 
arm; t£ a d f l^into Spook' s eyes. 

H e 10 . ht. Just a stomach 

“if? e lb a fd? answering the unasked 

upset," Kir 

* ^ ^ W 1 II a 


to taKe - cupped hands. rat e 

of water in his cu Pt; a breathtaKing 

river thundered pas waterside ro 

lid completely covered the w 

. 4-0 wash. 


g“ e through the lie. Reachi 

Spock saw brushed the Captain • 

up, his £l "v flit the momentary confusion 

“ ti,y “ th ’ ir 

mer9 e( ^ # 

( T . .. spock murmured reproachfully, 

J i^n't keep things from me. 

"you shoul now," and again he 

^Ihflonlensical Vulcan term that 

||fso puzzled Kirk before. 



c o^k's hand moved over Kirk's 
SP v Lit the Vulcan mind soothe him, 

^nllofolflf his fingertips. He lay 
down and Spock and maintaining 

W | aP therapeutic meltal union. They lay 
the ., th flr P some time, listening to the 

llif and watching the gray light grow 
steadily brighter. 

K‘ -*• “!f * . ”5i ilii 


hat he'd been dozing for hours. Besid 

^ Spock was -ughing again and f seemed 


im Spock was cougniny » -- hlegm . 

> be choking on a throat tun 01 p J. 

rk went to his assistance, a PP ^ back. 

[e-old adage of banging him on SDa t 

lock put his head down, ret ^ hed a ^ 
it a mass of congealed blood, 
s air passages cleared and he cou 
eathe again, although his face remame 

deathly white. 


Not for the first time Kirk wished 
that he had more than a scanty outline 
knowledge of medical matters. He had 


suspected broken ribs, but a punctured 



lung was altogether a more serious^H 
if that was indeed what Spock was suffer¬ 
ing from. There were recorded instances, 
the endemic range of diseases, for 
example, where a Vulcan would bleed 
freely into the stomach and the higher 
intestinal regions in an attempt to rid 
himself of the infection. This bleeding 
could be a similar physical reaction to the 

continued presence of water in the lungs, 

°r it could merely indicate a small 

rupture due to the constant coughing. 

ithout a medical scanner, there was 
0 way to tell which and Spock didn't 
eem to know himself. 


Kirk looked at the sun^and ju 9^. 

it to be almost afternoo ^ went into 

|le S Hlf ptepared for a fight. 

Spock g-ve him one 

sullenly from Kirk „« Captain, 

and shook his hea . ry « he insisted 

but I really am not hungry, 
for the second time. 

-Fish under his nose 
Kirk shoved the f mi - ht be against 

and glared at bim ' ist ||, a ld it might be 
your principles, ied "but it's food, 

monotonous, h ® ® , iust what you need. 

I'm not asking you^ I ram down yo ur 

glddlmel Vulcan throat!" 

Spock looked into his 
face and sighed unhappily- He o g 


pick at the fish. 


rk added 
share he went 
rift and the 


sternly. Taking h 

back outside to watch the 
approaches to the plain. 

The heat of the sun was 
steadily, burning up the ^^^cleared 

. 1 cmiint. He chewed on tne 



^--— — 

glare made him squint. 

fish laboriously, fully 


understanding 

fisn laDorxuuaxjf , - -a “ T7ami 1 iaritv 

Spock's reluctance to eat it. nually 

made it tasteless—like a continually 

fed on bread and water, he had lost tne 

. . __j- TDii4- 


incentive to eat. 

m ^ ft _ _- 



But eat it he 

_ _ determination 

sure knowledge of 

With eyes narrowed against the glare 
of rocks and water he looked again toward 

the plain, and gradually the ^°^^ of a 
his jaws slowed to a halt. 

the white scree slope was a line of^ ^ 


Crawling across 


purposefully moving black dots. 
no doubt as to what they were the ape- 

men were returning. 

Kirk hurried into the cave where 
Spock had guiltily put the uneaten fish 
aside. The Captain snatched up his 
Phaser, checked the load and shook it, 

-■ it was one of the smaller i 


scowling. 



sized units and its energy levels were 
seriously depleted. 


Spock raised an eyebrow 
"They're coming?" he asked. 


at him. 


Kirk nodded tersely. "They're 


coming 


it 


Spock got himself onto his feet. 
Later, thinking back on it, Kirk wasn't 





h „ accomplished that, but 

nre iust how he ac t o matter, 

ft the time it h * n ded Spook his 

W^hout a d «° he ; went outside. 

phaS seemed to know 

This time the apem. The y approached 

exactly where they we^^ ^ a large group 

cautiously and | ^ shale slope, just 

t t he fringe of ph inst his cheek 
cradled his Phff er tr y ing hard not to 
and watched thenp gg ij. n g with himself 

in the corne f t ffifiity Y with his breath¬ 
having more wrapped tightly 

ing and had one his c hest, 

about the Jf ce Kirk suspected a 

at f Xa °rib An occasional suppressed 

SS5T& his ^unt frame. 

n cnent a long tints 

The a P®" e " ? r gu tteral grunts be- 

conversmg in thei 9 eached _ T he hea t 

dow/in^aves and in — 




sun 


men 


concealment ~~~ of the creatur 

sweltered. And Spock level 

began to advance. KirK sa y 

his phaser. 


He held up his hand 


"No! Wait a 


minute. 


Spock looked at him curiously. 

There was an intense frown of concentra¬ 
tion on Kirk's face as he studied the 
approaching beasts. For beasts they still 
were, for all that they walked upright 

like men. 

Looking at them again he realized 
that there was indeed something odd about 
their attitude. Despite the abundance of 
crude weapons among the group on the river 
bank, these two were unarmed and displayed 
no open signs of aggression. Their hands 
were empty except for a single. 


unidentifiable object one of them 



at its side, and they walked as near 
upright as the curvature of their spines 
and the forward thrust of their skulls 

“° uld Th e previous day they had 

attacked furiously on all fours. 

they ftopred^nd K 6n yards below the cave 

manner of fearful +. teeth ffter the 

Their colleagues serp^h^** 1 apes * 

“*v -SS-ss-stse 

S£ 3 \?t 5 

silence fell Qn .L h stood up. A n =..,„2 ks ' 


his gaze, it. be 1 ^'"^ *Pt , 
rock and the bulky H o£ Sert - x 

The apemen were, apparenti 

hunters. Kirk saw ?ha? 
haunch of meat, 


aw that'it Y ' a =oof, a han 

the . t> or >e. • tuft 


fur adhering to 

set it on a rock still Th e ^ 0f wk • 

and then the two of th«m° me 

bottom of the slope. h KT^ ithd rew n ? 6 al 

cautionary glance with Spo c f Xcha n g «° < V 

slowly to the rock and n?2u k ' adv^ a a 
all the while keeping^he k u d U P th Cai3 
for instant use. 9 he P ha s e ? 

The act of acceptance 

stir of excitement among th« US6d a „ 
They chattered and danced =^ ape »e n 9t ®at 

^nlrftfhh ej ° iCing ' apd in^ 
Feeling as if he %£*£** 

ream, a Kino « 




rift. 


V 


go 


Abruptly 


dream 


9 f r 


H 


^— -^ J t-v 

from that of a hunted fugitive 
A god? Bewildered, he carried 
back to the cave. ^be me^* 

"I don't understand what t * 

he said haltingly. ^ Us t 

"It would seem that they now ^ 
you as a supernatural being. carh+- . 3ar ^ 

J5nock said, easinrr hie _ aptai n f • 





must 


Spock said, easing his position ant*'* 
the rock. "They bring you offerin ainSt 
They hold you in the most high este S ‘ 
most important of all, they no lonaer* 
challenge your right to inhabit thic m 
On the most basic level, you have nL Place * 
edly saved our lives." ^doubt- 

Kirk squatted down and hefted the 

... " A . god? The ( f od of the Mountain 

with lightning at my fingertips, it ' 

seem that way to them." He looked 
across at Spock. "And you?" 

The demon that lives below the 
water, Spock said with a glint of wrv 

amusement. Y 

ail *.u S ? ^ hat ' s the way it all starts. 

^ a V! rV °, r ° f reli 9 ion ." Kirk scowled 
ana shook his head, and then his eyes 

„^ lgbte ^® d as they fell upon the meat. 

* 8 r ls ^ P rove a pleasant change 
rrom fish, even if we did get it under 




•9 


e me at was moist and tasted faintl 
int ® d lamb. Kirk enjoyed his meal 

and ^ e ^-t the new strength it 
r * a ^ost at once. Spock, however, 

P ar take. Toward evening his 
Kirk , r ®turn e d and the cough worsened, 
fail in to the cave and night 


and very carof°?^ of si 9ht behind ° r emain f all f nim into the cave and night- 

silence fell nn 1 ^ he st °od up A e rock s, more ° n ^ is knees trying once 

the two creatur« he gath «ing P beloC a ^ d t v ? the dr ^ burning heat out < 

« little, the wh-.° n the Slope drew t* 6 Vulcan's skin. 


a little ^ tUres on the Sinn !r OW and 

height. His f; 6 Phaser level han<i 

lowa red f h?s"f eepe ”ea stilT°f ern ma «°m' 


help. WaS Y ery litt i- e he could < 

c ame*harsher aS£> i n9 of s P° ck 's breath 

hossinq ceaf a nd after a while the t 
^ ln ? ceased. Kirk found himself 

rlr /!•! ix._ - _ 




V 




lark's f rown p ^ lmi tive and mnd Ct terr °^* * w °nderina whf a K i r ^ found himself 

ow ®red his wean Pened st ill nior 0 man met - P e culiar self K poc,c didn't make use 

weapon. ”>or e and he V vlcan seem^'^ alin9 P ow «s, but t! 

to 6 him Scarc ' al ” :L -- lnCllned '" in faCt ' 


scarcely 


aware of what was 


































































dev® 


tf^aled a weeping 

ninati° n edg e of the le 

vel°P,.^?v as not dreaded. 


tn ? 


.ieloP^fy as not ^ r ^readed. I 

A* Jie infection Kxrk with the 

°L^ound as t h ana left it 



He 


und as «hirt and left it 
„ e a - *s of sh tha t it wo__ 

in the hop^^ Spock all 

l* 5 * to * h Lgin t0 h f^lt as helpless and 

°^ S ' a d ^watched H the a twin moSns 

i%tsf»ys *i«; ■ ■ t £;— 

Beh i"nued , n °f thick cough. _ »e y H 


«tin ued u / a thick coug • ffered a nd 

fo>l t b lir* ‘--fhim He nursed 

the K ”f increasing tions , and he 


s tudi ht 
t hou9 ht 




pout the 


o nu ^ w 

be many things to 

® tarSh hite°dove of peace, a swiftly 

a white cn . ce -born fortress 


A sta*® T*. te dove oi “ 

many * e ^gsenger, a ve £ gean ce to her enemies 
_ t n a /^onman, one that spoke 


l^ ed n Tauger ^!'T one that spoke 

bri Sk 9 she waS /understood his whims. 

was a . j-aken anot 


h L £ " a S Ttlken anther, equally 

sh !t he had taK ® 1ived , so he refl- 

P lan ® . If SP ° C «st curious triangle. 
b ffwluld make a most 


they 


,. Dt lightly» to be awakened 

. “ScSffio. 

dinensi onal i a g*^ S the cave. He 

shout f ro ® an knees choking and totally 

on his . face was darken 


^lc on his xneea 

S& »,“S% hS'‘ cUSa 

ing a in his diaphragm as 1 


ing alarmingly a" dia phragm as if 

were buried deep in ^ . fale in 

trying to dig ° u « beside him, 

Kirk dropped to nis 


frantic 


Spock . f °- r Such ffb 


"SDOck! -it - . , 

Never mind how 


breathe! rp ,i. he i" 

you’ve got to breathe. 


, man, 
hurts! 


To give him credit Spock tried, 
iut it seemed as if his lung _ 


--. . hl * m with a whole planet 

2 f Tair to ^eathe he was suffocating. 


of air to hrearne uc --- 7 . •_ n<ack 

LO eyes were glazed over and in his «eck^ 

le distended veins stood out like k 


lack cords beneath his skin. He was 

)sing his grip on life itself. 

isperation Kirk shook him wl ^ h 1 _ a11 , 
ght. It did no good and neither did 

ie sharp blow he administered between 

e shoulder blades. Spock began to 

« M _ m 


forward 


lumuiu. Kirk's hand, descending 

a second time missed its intended 
get and caught him a glancing blow 
ewhere around the small of the back. 


It was an exceptionally lucky acci- 
dent. Kirk actually felt something move 
deep in the Vulcan's body as a large and 
very solid obstruction shifted. Spock 
vomited, and from somewhere unreachably 
f sr down in his complex lung system he 
ejected several pints of thick foul- 

jneliing fluid. It was undoubtedly river 

dra? r t ^ a ^ k a< * remained in his chest, 
stacr lng * nto lowest levels to lie 
with and slow ly kill him. Mixed in 

were several blackened clots of 


blood, and a short time afterwards, Spock 
brought up a mouthful of bright fresh 
blood—but at least he was breathing 
again and his cough, though still per¬ 
sistent, was no longer thick and phlegmy. 

As well as he could, Kirk cleaned 
up the mess and then sat at Spock's side, 
soothing the fever out of his skin and 
murmuring soft, tender words of encourage¬ 
ment. After a while Spock dropped into 
a light trance and it was then that Kirk 
knew he would live. 

With an intense feeling of relief 
he went outside to stretch his legs and 
breathe the warming air deep into his 
lungs. Whatever else occurred, he knew 
it would be a good day. He ate a little 
of the remaining meat, drank and washed 
at the river and generally tidied up 
around the camp site. He never once went 
out of earshot of the cave, knowing that 
Spock would need his assistance to return 
to the waking world. The sun crept slowly 
closer to its highest point. 


It was just at noon that he spotted 
the distant approach of the apemen. 

Quickly he returned to the cave, 
made a passing check on Spock, an< * 

collected a phaser. Waging ■f' or . 

creatures to draw near, he thought about 
the way it must have been in the ancient 
VuLa/world when the great armored armies 
marched against each other unul the red 

soil was stained as green as any earthly 

meadow. The wounded musthavesleptthen 

much as Spock slept now, trying desperately 
t he themselves before the enemy over¬ 
ran them and slaughtered them where they 
lay. And if they succeeded, they would 

have returned again to the ba e . 

receive even more terrible wounds. Truly 
it had been an age of madness a madnes 
very similar to that which had burned so 

intensely in Spock's own eyes a few days 



The apemen gathered in a group at 
he bottom of the slope. This time they 
lad come in an even larger number and 
•here were females among them, some with 

"nfants clinging to naked, P e ^^°^ s 

Kirk began to feel like a snow 

« l M I 



ireasts. nir*- r , ' *, he 

atives, but he was more than willing to 

lo just that if it kept these savage 

jarriors off their necks ^their 
Ln, of cookoa «*t. »p« XL, the 

srsr/ 

treated to the foot of the slope. 

iSrSt-i 

cat, 

ift. Kirk sighed with rel _te » g rat 



ift. 
hat 
ioment 


Spock hadn't chosen exactly that 
to need reviving. 


The meat was some large 

__ ctnffed with something resembling 



Speck's call from the cave 


hamhoo Sheets ^^^cevereS^^ 

-Mi X& — 

prove most unfortunate. 

n jimI" 

v^3s urcf^nt * a n - 

Kirt, %k W ^a d ^f t0 a?^nlt1 d ?haTill 
befitted t^nd^r^^^espe^ately 

to break trance; h “ “"b 10 od. Kirk 

deep in his Irp, dr g crac king slaps 
obligingly £j lwe S£ c 5 snatched his 
^fireut of the air and held it m a 
grip iron. 

-Thank you. I am awake," he 
announced, opening his eyes. 

Kirk looked at the smudge of blood 
on the back of his hand and grinned 
jubilantly. "I*-" glad to see it. For 

the subject drop. "How do you feel. 


"Hungry. 

"Then you're in luck. Our primi 
tive friends have taken on the role o 
provider. Lunch was ceremoniously 
served a few minutes ago. 


He fetched the meat and watched Spock 

consume the vegetable stuffing with 
amazing speed. It was the first meal he 

had actually enjoyed since beaming down 

from the ENTERPRISE . He finished every 
last scrap, paused long enough to favor 
Kirk with^one of his rare flashing smiles, 
and then curled contentedly around his 
full stomach and dropped into a deep, 

strength-restoring sleep. Kirk wondered 

why he didn't develop chronic indigestion, 

shrugged the problem off a ®^ he ^°“ c ^ f ' he 
and made his own meal from the bu 

meat. 


He noticed unhappily that despite the 
trance the wound in Spock 1 s leg was still 
open and showed no signs at all of healing 
There was something unigue to the planet 
that affected their bodies' ability to 
heal injuries and rebuild damaged tissue. 


That evening it. became much cooler. 
When it was dark, Kirk lit a small fire in 
the cave entrance and snuggled up close to 
the Vulcan for warmth. Sleepily, Spock put 
an arm around him and both men slumbered. 


Kirk woke to find a lumpy excitement 
in his belly. He was locked tightly in 
Spock's arms and the Vulcan was nuzzling 
into his neck. For several minutes Kirk 
lay still, half asleep and enjoying the 
pleasure the Vulcan's attentions produced. 
Then he felt Spock undoing his belt, and 
the memory of pain leapt fresh into his 
mind. His body tensed in every muscle. 

, . "Jim?" Spock murmured close to 

his ear, "What's wrong?" 

"Nothing. Nothing at all." 


But Spock’s fingers , 

caressing his temple al 

it’s no use deceiving mev^v 

X know every thr\ ^ h*. 

You're afraid -- thou ^hi- ? 


X* 



mind. 



Don't be. 

*ou SET -* 111 ^ n ° -- 

1 PtcS 

Kirk felt the Vulcan.* ^ 


spread out across his f a l s *inq ev . 

finding the neural channel4 Se *kin 5 
directly into his brain ^ th *t ? 9 

tension in his mind, ev4rv DeSpi W k 
possessed relaxed under q ItlUs ci e u 
self-assured control. H ^ c k's Sn h * 

bulk of the Vulcan's phaii felt 

rump, and his muscles ’ 

more. 


ft* J 

V -, > 

ifV \ 

,/XvV 

rj „, 

slC 

% 


c 


th 


* 



Spock*s forefinge^ ked 
line of the nerve to his t 
tautness ebbed away. Kirk f 1,6 
muscles open wide to admit I? 11 th% 


U 9ht^>» 

CM ^ 



rod of flesh. His breath'--^ 9 - 


..... Ui Bdcn Cail»k, *vl 

throat but there was no tean5 ht ^ 
no pain at all. Snnni, 



Spock 

x1 *Im 





Spock 


and after a 




to Kirk's body 
1. He moved to and^ 

few moments Kirk Wq*! 0 

with him, pressing back as Sp 0c v to 

_ and obviously extractina 5 **^ 

from the intense sensations they g 

Spock allowed his hand to slip f r Pr °^ c ^. 

and concentrated on fondlinq^h^ 3 
s rising erection. Kirk « 

mental anaes^ 

paralleled Spock'^' 

the trembling in his body was rapidu 

^ Spock gripp ed 
him hard and allowed the rhythmic throb 

bing in Kirk's body to carry him into v 
own climax. 13 


if* 

i°{ 

5^ yO ¥ w ri 

o < ' ( e c ^° gf 

li l vl l -K A 

^ of pf i 

IfUy 





rising erection. 

of 



His own excitement 


approaching a crescendo. 


r „u c 

;5 <■ 

"iSw a " c 

r> e ‘ 

i»t ense 


They relaxed into a descending spiral 
of euphoria. Kirk didn't want it to end. 
Turning his head, he sought Spock's 


and the uncontrolled passion of their 
kiss and Kirk's touch on his neck were 


mouth 


hor®° 


more 
Vulcan's 


than sufficient to restart the 



the soft pad of 


He buried his teeth in 
flesh behind Kirk's ear 


and the Captain felt a fresh if muted 


thrill of pleasure tingle all the way 
down to his 



Spock had not with¬ 


drawn and now Kirk pushed back against 

_ — —. » A _ m m. A ^ J ^ 


him, taking the 


Spoch 


found unusually pleasureable and stimulat- 

A throb of blood enlarged his phanis 

Kirk moaned soitiy 


ing 


to its 


l 


fullest extent. 

reveling in his ripe over ^^^ lne ^ s ^ a ^ arc , lse i 


the Vulcan's domination. 


It was a 

of increasing desire and pleasure and 

satisfaction, and it continued a ® 

until the first UgW ot 


without pause 
dawn crept into the sky. 


C 


still wrapped in 


Kirk wriggled out 


Morning found them sle ® pin ^ m ^and 

each other s «® tative lj 

cupped together like arms 

and made haste to the privacy ® 

Th. Vulcan's t 

he refl ect ® < * laS ted 

for as long as their relatio^ t hat 
he would not have to worry a 0 


r 


nearby boulder. 



very like an enema; 
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„ Dr oblem Of Starship life, 

frC& eXlt ^ 

® 0 nS tlP - > _ -i ahfid r j^ st 


d just. When Spock came 
had finl They met beside the river 
for .ell walked naked, side by 

i 0 oKi ng h od, and hows beside the waterfall. 

tid e ' IZill lim ? e not to y trust his battered 
%i "lo the water 9 while Kirk dived 

?o? fiSh ‘ „ down beside him to dry and 

ok sat dow ‘ heV talked of inciden¬ 
ce* ® in C!!„ Kirk found Spock’s arm 

for a Cers- Ihe "e pulling him down 

tal C hi'" once ""instead of his hitherto 

ar° un the 9 raSS i approach, Spock teased 

ont° ‘physical PPja^ing h is shoulder. 

and H?fph allU frting it a short way, prob- 

•‘* ,t £d ^ „ withd ^ ^ h kn ees 
in9; nds until Ki Spock laughed 

P er * in g f ° r r ?ied with him in the grass, 

and r° f s min d and body at will 


9 £fand r °frk-s W mind and body at will, 
eaS 1J -* ltr f-he same son- ^ __ 



. a siiy, a %he same sort of 
exactly th Vulcan cou ples engage in, 

, e play didn’t realize it at the 

fthough he di^ a great dea ^ from lt . 

re, K1 J; k , t he one important 1------ 

>c* had started^ of his 

ld meld--to r insertion of an 

iy and to acd =P wit hout fear of 

larged ma ^ r °^ also where to touch 

He lear: ne ^ r . -q Dr oduce the most 

Vuican in °r the sensitivity 

inse pleasure, a of th@ neck t o the 

ed from the 9 nd just forward 

« larger Pect J all of the back. 

he T?Lrl made Spock writhe, his 
touch there mao t- neck> It wa s 

h clenched 1 , ucation . The delicate 

s t valuable balance of Spock 1 s 

of controlling t would come 

r i,S1iS.“ed h» to handle has 


ul partner. 

With the pressure of ^ k t Q hi^and 
st his back, Spoc c ^ we nt with 

ythm with the Vulcan s . uLrt- 

steadied, their thighs smeared 

milky semen. 

Spock shuddered, a little 

s way command had been taken 
Kirk tapped him admonishing Y 

ip of his nose, kissed him on 
and went to the pool to wash, 
came up behind him and cheer u 

3 him in. 


Carrying Kirk's 
hey went back to the cave 
* r k squinted towards the rift, 


fish between them 

and dressed 


but as 


et there was no sign of the a P eme ^, 
°oking at the sun he judged that ® 
us still an hour before they were due 
0 a Ppear with their ritual offering* 


Spock caught his eye and nodded 
invitingly towards the cave. 

M No1" Kirk held up his hands in 
mock horror. "Let a guy keep his pants 
on for an hour, will you? I know you're 
making up for lost time, but there is 
a limitl" 

Totally unoffended, Spock joined 
him on a rock and they inspected each 
other's wounds. Neither showed any signs 
of healing, but the ulcer in Spock's leg, 
though still open, was no deeper and looked 
clean. The tide of infection seemed to 
have been stemmed. 

Spock was retying the bandage around 
Kirk's arm when a sharp sound from the 
cave shattered their new and exhilarating 
world into a thousand pieces. Kirk and 
Spock exchanged long glances and without 
a word Kirk went inside and picked up a 


communicator 


"Kirk here," he said, opening 


the lid 


"Captain Kirk?! Are you all right 

Sir?!" Scott's voice demanded. v 

been worried out o' our heads...! 

"We're—all right, Mr. Scott," Kirk 
said, looking over the communicat 
Spock who had come to stand in ^ 

a Vulcan mask effectively concealing his 

_ # "We're both all right, Kirx 



added. 


"Both?!" It was McCoy's voice^ 
jecting. "But Jim! That s not.... 




"We'll talk it over later, 

Kirk told him in a tone that brook,£ no 

argument. "Mr. Scott.we' llbe ready* 

come aboard almost 
a full status report waiting tor 

I arrive.’’ 


"Aye, Sir. We're in pretty bad shape 

but we're patchin n^in three minutes, 

achieving orbital status in thr 

I'll beam you aboard when 


••Very good, Mr. Scott. Have a 

3gr. l js.nssa.*!i •; 

And so it was ended with |^^ ator 


abruptness. Kirk lower ot her, 

and he and Spoc fa |® ween them without the 

need for words. T v that Kirk wa 


passing n , s eyes were 

neea for words. that Kirk was 

S; complex 

back to starship Captain. 

"We don't have to take..^^n leave 
us ," Kirk happened right here on 

everything that b n PP tion it again, 

this planet and nevei n 
S that 1 s what you want. 


communicator 


a 


S Et C frown r between his eyes the only 

aht frown ^ f ac e. The 


sll96 „ t f i - “—uicUv • 

bS finally ha shook h« 



s 


51 


ft 




head. 
but merely a gestu 


sent nor denial, 

re of bewilderment. 



communicator 

«f 


hand 






beam you and the First Officer 




Kirk 
the pha 
he said 


gathered up the 

•‘Very well* 

Lly. 



Mr. Scott 


and 

19 


fl 



Kirk 

antiseptic. 



* * * * ♦ 

at the sudden sting of 



and 

got 


“For heaven's sake, hu ®[’ 1 “ P ^ ex t C door 
led. "I've got sick people t £em have 
compared with what ^some 
this is a scratch.” 


"I don't understand wh * ? to se e 

mad about,” Kirk grumbled, t:Success. 

what McCoy was doing N without succe 
Whatever it was it hurt. 


The Doctor loaded a hypo w ^ h 
biotic and shot the contents 

arm with scarcely , a n Hell's 

"I want to know just what t ,« he 

been going on down on th P ide a 

S int^ this 

mess?" Kirk got the chance_to ^ 

more than look surp leaning over the 
ormr " McCoy went on, xeanx y 

^kf^ th ^-vfoSs,^ng!i^ftbic^ 
n^nfashamed! who made 

who l " 



I thought it might have 
failure," Kirk suggested 


been a 
lamely 


"That 


McCoy snorted his disgust* 
zas the first thing we thought of. 

:omputer system aboard. transpoS ed 

hat made the mistak . ens ity readout 

“ S 5 i %i. -« 

ssLrs^s: ”S 2 »*S 



■eryone aooara. * blast when 

w that got caught in the b ^ 



number 



i Still don't know if I can save 
~~ i Anri there are two more with 


legs! And there are 


jtured lungs. They^ wer ^ h in ^^biew 
rineering section when the air blew 

and it's all the fault of that 


And it's all the 


v — --— ^ 

ned Vulcan!" 


"You 


condemn 


for one 


take." 


«j don't condemn him," McCoy dis 

^ . . t __ Kl £? 


sed the notion with a wave of his 



h i wouldn't condemn any man for 


l m JL www — - — 

.llness that he couldn't hel P- 


Jim, 



l ^11 ^ A A W ^ ^ ^ • 

only one thing that could induce 



to make a simple basic error like 


O I lid JVC: « - , 

A serious mental confusion caused 


hormone imbalance in the body." 


"You seem 


to have all the answers 


worked out already r Doctor. 


McCoy’s lip curled. « N 
A hormone imbalance severe p. 0 *" 
upset that regimented clockw^°^ t 
his could mean only one thin« rk V ' 

of a second pon farr. And hv . *« 


oi ci ^ "* ** ’ by 

Vulcan should be a long tim^ . vl°i\ 


diagnos 


•’But he's not, and ther 
osis must be wrong." 





"My diagnosis isn't v* ro 

prayed plastiskin liberally?*" Mco 
rm. ” I've studied hi S Psychow 

V rv 1 s i 


s 
arm 


profile and his physical riSSWcii*'* 

even analyzed a sample of hi« i * !• 

donation. The facts add un 


c j «—^ ax 

donation. The facts add up. i, 

only possible explanation, vik 

^ x.^. 4-Vkaf n 1 Anof Ka . 1 * 4,1 


l /II XJ IT w "" ^ — wa* # 

down to that planet he was alr*» 
advanced state of sexual sensiv??Y 1 ^*%* 


advanced state or sexual sensiv • Y “ 
couldn't have held out more i-kZ^^Y ^ 

r- Kof nrp lne* wont -5 ^^ a I 


couian t nave uul more tha^ - - „ 

of days before he went into the J? * 

r v- nnfl ci i 


fever and died* 


"Perhaps there was somethin 
there that reversed the hormone' 

» — j.Via camp WAV that rm r* 


tneic u-Aiwxw -- u ^i*iuone 

in the same way that our wounds 

prevented from healing— there wer 


formations thaJ^ 

emitted some kind of radiation, n 

knocked cold for quite a while. 5? 

_« DOt^ 




v i w w 



j.y 

o y 

c e 


K/4 


* c* 

n’y,* 


\ 


a lrea^.^ 


i j- j/ y M ' 1 

44 ' // 

(/■//. 
}.« ^ ^ 

x>jy .xP.i’o 






i 


r> 


0 


1 


r 

A* ■ Ay* 


i 


»-J '' 




0 l c 




n e 


Vl 


4* 


e 


MCCoy heaved a sigh and shruaaca 
., I guess 1*11 just have to S' 






"Well, I guess ±*ii just have to 

into that. When I’ve analyzed the';" 
we brought up I might have some ansv,r Pl * s 

_ ___ enrp bf=> didn'V ef 3 .L . . 


A o*l» 

0 ( V • 

A c 

a h 

K> 


)> 


we - -«=■ . - , -- Q USl 

But are you sure he didn t start to ae>+- 
sick soon after you beamed down?" he 
asked, looking curiously at the bruiser^ 
n Kirk's neck. ^ 


Ki e * 


3 


$ c 


i 


on 


"We— had our problems," Kirk admit* 


Ko* 

Kfo 

Ail 

m** 


sitting up to inspect McCoy's handiwork* 4, 
"but nothing of pon farr proportions." 


"I'm glad to hear it. Heyl Lie 

down there. I haven't finished with you 

yet." McCoy pushed him back on the bed, 
produced a medical scanner and began 

painstaking examination. 


Kirk sighed and relaxed and let him 

"How is Spock?" he 


get on with it. 



"Hiri* All things considered, he’s a 
darned sight healthier than he's got any 
right to be. He'll limp on that leg £01 

l Mil ,r.d ».'• sot 

ribs." McCoy patted ' 

for you, Captain, you’ve lost a little 


i • nrr i. a up you some 

I'm going to give Y twQ everv 


I'm going t:o yxv^ — two every 

help that arm heal. a iye you 

eight hours and it shouldn t give y 


any trouble.” 


Kirk swung his |;®^ s ^ little bottle. 

tion table and acce P,Z 0 „„ Can j now 


"Thank you. Doctor th ” s 'beard?” 

go and get rid of this 



Hands on hips, qtio. 

his heels and grinne . 


McCoy leaned b® c ^ 


Oh 

•1 


nis necio ^ - 

thought it kinda suited Y 


huC kled and shook his head 

J^ded f° r hiS l 3 uarfelS ’ 


What conclusions would he reach 
would he deduce from them? And 
would he do about it? 


and what 
what 


hea * * * * * 

. half the night pacing 
Kit* s ?f n wa s a useless, ineffectual 

room- *f w lt was better than lying 
o^Vfwck staring at the darkened 

feiTirt- 

For • 

al i McCoy for Although his arm 

decide.f^f n ot the primary cause of 



w. primary 

achea ; s Smnia . His mind was in an 
hi fJustomed turmoil. 



«ac cUS 

. ENTERPRISE headed ror a 
Wit r-^ h and refurbishing at Star Base 

a ior refit an le to be done to the 

Nine, ther f £ Wa Buckled hull plates and a 
chip herse j r i V e were matters for the 
neW impure d . K irk looked forward 

sh ipb u ilder * ks Qf rest and repair 
to the ta ble inquiry with fore- 

a nd the ^fth Spock's history and McCoy's 
boding- ", tiinon y. he had no doubt of 

medical te& simple misinterpretation 

the data C due*to a passing physical disa¬ 
bility* 

The major problems were McCoy-- 
- lock himself. The Doctor, desp 
a ?f claims, was a man of advanced 
■ „tific awareness and not merely a 
3C Us and potions practitioner. He'd 
’now soon enough if he was not already 
iware that no planetary influence had 
ntervened to save the Vulcan s life. 


As for Spock, the approaching 
idleness would be hardest of all for him 
to bear. It would give him time to reflect 
and to brood. On the planet, a different 
personality had emerged from the man, a 
personality so long fettered and restricted 
by his staid Vulcan upbringing, 
their return to the ship he had become 
indrawn and solitary. They had exchanged 
no more than a dozen words. Kirk wished 

some comfort he could 
well enough that the 
affair might be enough 
Vulcan's mental stability, 
was a point McCoy would be 
watching also. The memory of the intense 

s in the Vulcan's eyes rose up like 
a specter to haunt him. 

A soft knock came at the door. 

Kirk, who had begun to doze at his 
started awake. The chronometer read 
one-fifty-nine. 


that 
offer--he knew 
whole ungainly 
to destroy the 
and that 




II 


"Come in, 
out of his eyes 


he said, rubbing the sleep 



The door opened 
a word Spock slipped 
met and the confines 


soundlessly and without 

. Their eyes 
of the room receded 




into limitless 
and in all eternity 
two of them. 


. Time expanded 
there were only the 


Very slightly Kirk inclined his head, 
and Spock turned to the door and locked it. 
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Epilog: Another Beach To Walk On 


by Dale Campion 


And 


the morning 


meet again 



again 


With hungry arms and longing 


Turning 


each other 


.A 


the long 


ght 


mind and body 


■13 


the long evening 


choing dreams 


The long afternoon 


seawind and 



And the 


ringing 


sundrenched sea and sand 




And then we wait again 


morning 


For the 


For the 


light the 


m your 


For your open arms, 


The 




Thus 


the 


your love 


ghs 


like 


our 


and 


ght 


Until 


harmony 


burnt offering 


the 


must return 


our 


again 


second love 
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surrounded by others 
surrounded by soun 

surrounded by you 
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• ♦ < 


watching your 


holding 


stroking 




and your lyre 

• quicksilver strummer 

room Apollo 
obeying your muse 




plucking 



_ on my mind 

mind on my body 
your body in mine 


dreams 


play captains 




holding 


.. 


%• • • • 

m • • 

«• 


a • * 

* a • 

► • • 

« # 

a a 

• •• 
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♦ • # 


stroking 
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plucking 
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loving 
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the feel of your fingers 
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body and mind 
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t you play 


me? 














































by Sue Meek 


His 


mpulsivene 


A source 
From 


of torment and delight, 
the quicksilver flash of instinct 


move 
le 


Shown in some unorthodox che 
To the sudden radiance of hi 
The ever - changing pattern of his thought 

Never ceases to compel 


Yet the same 


shnes 


Can send him hurtling into dange 


Heedless to caution; 


toppable 


And I must wait, often at his command. 

While he goes where I cannot shield him. 

He has taught me the meaning of frustration 
As well as that of love. 


Emotion is a two-edged sword. 

To open oneself to its joys 

Is also to be susceptible to its pain. 

It was he who first breached my defenses 
And to him I am the most vulnerable. 


Yet I would not have it 


For I have known the delight. 


or him—any other way 



























oliloquq 

a ppieqd 

by Jo Ann Sides 

...Yes, Doctor, it i_s difficult at times 
For me to maintain 

An acceptable level of composure. 

But I really don't think it's possible 
For a Vulcan to...grin from ear-to-ear.. . ? 

If I correctly recall your somewhat picturesque 

(And exaggerated, I'm sure) 

Description of my facial expression. 

And as I left the bridge. 

You mumbled something about wondering 

Why I appeared to be...as happy as a clam...? 

(Totally illogical!) 

I will concede that... perhaps... 

I did smile. 

But I think I can be forgiven 
That small lapse 

When you take into consideration 
The magnitude of the changes 
That have been effected in my life 
Just recently... 



Denerii II, a class M world. 

Scheduled for routine survey and exploration. 
Within hours of our beaming down 

I experienced the...onset...of pon farr. 

I have never known 

The symptoms to accelerate 
At such a rapid pace. 

My Vulcan controls and logic 
Dissipated 


Like mist in the morning sun 

On that beautiful...terrible. 

It was.. 


planet. 


.almost as if they had never been 


Jim did not fully understand at first. 

But he was unwavering ' 

In his compassion and concern 

And immediately began to instruct you 





To beam down with your medi-kit. 
But I... begged... him not to do so 


And finally had to explain 


Assuring 


was nothing 


done. 


Vulcan was too far away, 

I was unbonded. 

would simply 
Until the... situation... resolved 


Then...completely 
Jim 


caution, 


necessary... 

survival 


insisted 


That 


could 


Officer in 


Or 


friend. 


said 




And didn 1 t want 
Of life without 

I 

And would 
And recklessly human 


think 


side,) 


courageous 



Only...how could 
With 

And everything 
And 




Standing 
Demanding 


fingertips, 



So 
I could 
And 
If 
But 
You 


McCoy...Bones. 



11 


time. 


doesn 
now 


confide 


11 simply 
ity...as 


contain 


In 

That 
The advi 
Loosen 


should 


finally 


you 


little 



Jo Ann Sides, a widow, lives in the country (in Mississippi) with her teenaged daugi 
Merry, a tiny black and white dog of mysterious lineage named Princess, and two Sian 
cats named Shadow and Smoke. She is presently attending college where she includes 


aforementioned English classes. "Soliloquy" was the result of 


of their seemingly constant 
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by Jane Mai 



K /c for five years 

» Mai lander has been reading c f urren tly tacking 
writing it for four years. Qut gerM >ral sf 

ction slips on her wal . j publications. She 
fantasy stories to prof w humorou s aspects of 
cializes in showing the r avor ite Admiral and 

can. "Personally/ says doll> % m a little 

S tired of the'we're gonna love^ea^ ^ 

dlls US' school of K/S. JP re ' after their 

them at a time aPP™?™ 1 ?}^,. ^ me - story. You 

Know, a story that starts with m thaf ^ atured( an 

adult°story?" She 9 rinS ; a "Jmamre^storie^I'U be 

SKS Tehachapl 310 e 

Prison for Wayward Homy Ladie 

'uf 

Spock exam ^® d ^through* the double- 

rorking oh an . i c heck came up c -'- ea ^ 
:heck; although the chec Spook 

>9.9% of the progra m 

ipplied the sys e d f d the least 

nearly as rigorou t he ship. He > 

competent programmer been the first 

of all people* are not perfect, 

to say that Vulcans are 


signal showed and Spock 

m • - r*C V* TX\ 


nued°wr iting his program. 

The time was n« 210°urs^ faking 
,eering staff d g the meeting to 

>on. Jr m had h „ r an d type of replace- 

cmine the number a tQ VP ordered n ow 

P a f fc J h „ a 2n they arrived at Star- 


parts thata fthev arrived at St, 

ifln three weeks. Jim 

ning to their stateroom in a shor 


few sample data pieces 

-_i cv 


Spock ran a rew ---- — 

imh the program and coll 
nts noting where the subprograms 




lit; 

noting where the 

i ^ />! 
















AS he started on the first^ajor 
subprogram, the °“ £oots teps clicked 

hissed shut, . st spock's open 

down the small hall, P*®bedroom. 
office door and into tne 


He listened 


Spock continued £ jj t ; undress- 

to Jim getting ready for the g_ when the 


ing, relieving himself.showering. back in 

soft padding of Jam s bare fee prQ _ 

his direction, spocK tun 
granuning with a vengeance. 

It was game time again. 

"What are you doing, ®P° c ^J! Ea nc2 to 
Captain;s voice came from the entran 

the office. 

= .^Jr C "At i presen?’: e c|tai|ri3im i Pre ;truct 

Starfleet^cadets^ir^the techniques of course- 

plotting at warp speeds. 

"I see." 
the room. 
accepted by 




Spock heard Kirk move 


--- 

you going to try to 

as a teaching 



"It has already been accepted 


I have been commis 


sioned to create 


, Captain 

this 


program 


If 


-Is that so? well, that's great 


II 


Now 

looking 

casually 

shoulder 



Spock 

the 




Spock 


Kirk move up behind 
w on the screen and 
a hand on the Vulcan s 
did not look around. 


him 



"When do you have to have it done?” 

"I would prefer to finish it tonight." 
"You didn't answer my question, ® 

most uncaptainiy v °if® P““® s( Lntly careS sing 

on Spock's shoulder g mov i ng U p toward 

the neck and sh.^pock felt the 

the face to stroke hisjaw ^ ^ to 

Human's nearness just back of his neck. 

£oTbreIt°f waited past one point- -- ed? ,.. 

"I said, 'When does it have to d 

--—~ 


Spock's body tingled, but hedid not 

sven turn his head from the screen. 

3ue in three weeks, when I can t 
from Starbase 11 to Starfleet via the 

>uter complex." 


com- 


Now Jim s arms —-- - , ^ 

eck, and Jim's body pressed into. 

eld off only by the back of Spock s chair. 

cx . _ j iimunf i c a Iona 


he 


honey voice murmured, 'That 


s a long 

uucy wxww --- u 

ime for you to finish the program. How 
ang will it take you to finish?" 

"Approximately three point six four 


hours ." 


embrace. 


The arms tightened in a 

The soft lips 



s 


brushed 



''Are you sure you want to 


against an 
finish it 


tonight?" 


Spock's lower body tightened; he 
itrolled the flush of heat with some diffi 


culty. uuxue-- f 

to write the program 







Now the lips pressed aa 

of Spock's neck and the genti ln8t th 
washed over the patch of fi-J; 
brushed against Spock's temnl ' 
settled around Spock's n Pf .v 




Mmm 


- 

into his ear. ........ 

could persuade you to stop 
The mouth returned to the neck[ in9 "®?V^ 

Spock pressed the "review- u 

display the most recent work h butt on 
and moved the cursor to correct h{i<a 
ment of one set of numbers, ii- ^ 

shifted and his voice had a sii S u thi ^ 8 ' 
••I don’t believe so, sir." Hit 9ht ^4 
involuntarily as Jim began nihhv Yes 
his neck, but he opened them an* 9 
the "continue" button on the scree** 8 *^ 



Sa 




the 


"Well," Jim breathed, press' 

into the ear, "let me think," arvotK a 
careless kiss, just under the l 0 h* r 

way," moist tongue licking 
•s back, "to persuade you to s l 
the night, hmm?" Thoughtful suckin P f ° r 

point, tongue tip playing with ° f 

The hands that touched the cont 
were not steady, but they continued tn^ S 

write in instructions for subprogram* 

Spock's eyes were glued to the screen' 

He said nothing. 

One arm around Spock’s neck shifted 
the hand sliding down the front of the ’ 
blue science tunic. Soft fingers mani¬ 
pulated a soft nipple, twiddling the nub 
of flesh and sending streaks of lightning 
into Spock* s groin, filling him with a 
great dark yearning. Now Spock felt the 

swelling heat of an erection press against 
his trousers and concentrated on trying to 
- - • * -^ - — . It was surprisingly 




quell his 

hard to do, since the tongue movements on 
his neck were exact reproductions of the 
finger movements around his other, harden¬ 
ing nipple. 

The other arm moved off of the neck 
and crept around the Vulcan's waist, 
anchoring him to the chair and Jim s baci. 

"Well," warm breath wafted P ast , 
eai, "I'll just have to talk to you e . 
The hand moved against his chest. 

Spock's hands were almosyrippi^ 

the console. He had nev hiB h cw 

at the game since Ji» had h ^ swept 
arousing words could J*® < ®r atonia as he 
his mind as cle “ o h ee J pB cki»! *** 

could and was able to J P the 0 av 

for the program. He c ^ aS jm 

against the s ^ d ® ° ^lear low tone, 
began to speak in a ci 

_ % I . 


, n; ft on 

"We're both in theturboy^ t 
way to have dinner. w ® i s a grih din9 v 

you and me. Suddenly there s ^ Sc0 t« 

noise, and the jammed*" 

and he tells me that it 


"Highly unlikely 


II 


f 


Spock 


s 



I 
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felt 


"The turbolift can 
mined.” He pushed 

IV J '“ 

cS Kal ted 1 huttO nS • 

\> e m 0 ?^ It*s stopped and 

t * 0 whatever. ^ we can . t get 

call's !elst y an hour to 

’“ b t it 1 : We've go P to wo rry about. 

"et us '^s"nothi n 9 nner , though.” 

9 tt> ere f a mis® dinner, 

s ,f.re 9 ° nn .. unfortunate." Spook 

’ ln fhis console-, i acutely a aware t O his 

“$>■$. “ cl “ 

er * The aaam. 


star 
ev 

b ° d ce the 
t eas e 


niPP le 


again 


doing nothing 


we're.standin| n there, ^ 


._ e Then, 
ut r *. gaueezed once, 

s waist sque^ oerfec 


^ minutes- 

£o r —- 

at fffze th at f pr us to get a little more... 

a ii away from Spock and 

The arms felloe ^ brupt loss of body 

irk moved back- mble , feeling 

tact n» ade s ? Sr^ble. Jim's voice 

^pOS ed and elentless'sensual entrapment. 

°" tinUe ' ver to you and start feeling 

p under y°« i t. body against 

pr ess the ™ vou into a corner; you're too 
ours, forci 9? x put my arms around 

mrised to close, rubbing my 

II waist and n g y . j . want you so much , 

Itch against y „ lrea dy. I bring my 

1 bi ? to vours and bea you to make 



him 


e to me. 

. •S'SrSSftSS' 

in9 His fingers tapped buttons at random, 
he could barely keep facing the screen. 

■you don't want to. You’re uncomfort¬ 
able about the idea-you • re not sure how we 

could do it in the small space we have. 

I ~ 



I decide I'm going to show you ^4.^— 

kissing and petting you, giving your o 
a squeeze every now and then in time to your 
breathing. You're starting to relax now, 
and you put your arms around me, but I m 
doing most of the work 'cause I'm reall 
horny. Well, I want you to do more, 
take one of your hands and put it on my 
crotch and start rubbing the bulge against 
i°ur hand. You start feeling around there 
y yourself, probing and squeezing 

mL 1 ^ Ust * et 9° everything. 

er your power. You could do anything 

W i., wanted to me, order me to do anything 
you and I would obey at once." 

w ork*^h° C ^ cease d to concentrate on his 
stay’, \? as utilizing all his willpower to 
bobbin 6 c ^ a i r an ^ not to reach for his 
of f anr^ 9 ' tra PP ed penis. He slid his boots 
in h>-^_P ee ieJ the socks off with his 


a little, 
Now I'm 


pre Parat 



ion for his breaking point. 


Hy 0u 

y ° u * I dr> te ^ me to t0 m y ^ nees before 
fasten V o, As you order ^ I do it. I 
det Vear do 1 ^ ants an d pull them and your 

Wn to your knees. I grip your 



mouth ^ a / uC king 

NoW tongue/ and 

in my tong 


face agni nfit 

thighs and 

your cock and b 11 my m0 uth ^ sU ckmg „ 

vou toll me. ♦ 

your testicles m ^ _ 

them, rolling eac d coming 

f the chair 

Spock was out ° roome nt. 

after Jim in the ne SpOC k' S 

Ji- took a step.ba c ki m U along out^ 

momentum simply bedroom. 

the office tnto the wag dro pped 

once on the bed where Vulcan arms 

before he was engalfed^ short robe 

and legs. Jim - wa “ but that proved 

to be a minor barrier bare ly managed 

onslaught of passion ; before h 

a small gasp of excite k close d in. 

robe was flung open and P 



A Vulcan male ' . S °s°°cln seero^o take 
of controlling ^^Miatio* with nary 

a twitch of an e y® b ^; s ^i th the tern- 
a front—the front The truth of 

tory of being a Vu ca ^ the duress of 
the matter rs that, g timula tion of one 
a constant barrag f nt is worn thm 

kind or another, th ® f Qne particular 

and eventually k£ ea occurs (normally 
way. When this break occurs i all 

rare except for the poj — ~ s ^ nd years 
restraints imposed Y This is truly 

of clean living are ^o^e. danger- 

a vulcan in a P^'^been slimulated to 

ous creature if he has been if 

^ P hrs S be 9 en a t 9 rIgger n ed e wi?h, s f , pagi¬ 
nation, and an inhuman ^y^pass^ st . mulated 

animal if he na , _, nhonnitienon 


past the breaking point 
has been described as a case of 


phenomenon 

the 


that particular emotion 

- - • ! - ^he Human 


Vulcan becomin„ 

It is analogous to nothing m ^ 

and the business of 



actually 


stimulating a Vulcan to this point 
risky undertaking for Humans. 


is a 


Of 


course, some Humans are born 


risk-takers 


Spock lay sprawled face-down on the 
bed; he was able to take slower breaths 
now and his heart was slowing to a normal 
rate, but he still did not have the 
energy to turn himself over or even to 
get his face out of the pillow, 
every breath, the bed seemed to gently 
heave up and down, as if it was the deck 
of an ocean-going vessel, rocking him 

His lips still tingled a 
little and he could taste some blood from 


With 


to sleep. 


the bites he had gotten. 

He could feel the cool touch 
traveling up and down his calf and guessed 
that Jim was stroking him with his foot; 

a sideways glance confirmed his hypothesis. 

Jim was flat on his back, one arm flung 
wide and the other draped across his 
chest, fingers barely brushing the sternum 
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. *-he covers* 

Wis tilt ed b ^ c ^ u st seen a divi 

His head was he had jus was abs 



' k ^ f S ' spock • s leg. 

caressing st rength to push his 

spec* fo “ n £ h e pillow, end his head 

tTd thTcoverLt facing J«- 
a deep breath. 

.ire...°f this 9 ame * 

"You...never 

do you?" 

. -i , uqqe d at the Human _ 

lips . A H^also inhaled deeply 

"Uh uh." 

Spook ra ^^ i ^ S Jt?on a along 9 di'"'° 
crwas e the!r S only point of contact. 

..no doubt...be forced to. 






UVJU^/ V. • || 

part...of my program. 

Jim turned his head to look at Spock; 
Jim tur klin _ w ith mischief as 

his eyes were sparKi g 

well as love. 

"Not m* fault...Some Vulcan you 
He tried to change position. Ooo. 

lay back down. "Xwon•t...be able. 

sit...for a month." 



He 


. .to 


II 


••I presume.. .that you w i,, 

aming...me?" W 1 U. 


on blaming 

"Yup." 


••in 


»l 


•t 


Spock gave up trying to h 

intelligent conversation until 4 *n 

both had a rest. He settled C.^V k 
he was and didn't bother trvi ^ 

the pillow. One foot moved to r 3 n 

d Jim'c _ al 0no 


shin and found Jim's foot; 
toes clung to each other.' 

"Night, Jim." 

"Spock." 


for aY 1 '*^** 


e nt 


tiw 


Quiet and peace filled the 
soothing and warming, lulli no o rootri » 
brink of extinction. y b Pock to 




"Spock?" 


Spock roused himself one , 

nnal tiu e 


"Mmm?" 


"Wanna do this again some time? 
Spock went to sleep. 
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Logic 



Loving V° a 


by Noelle Harrison 


is no logic in loving you. 
told myself this countless 
watched you with yet another 

mental discipline 

I 


times 






still I 


could not suppress this 



onalized 


xplained 



myself I should 


transfer to another ship 


or 


unthinkable! 


go back to Vulcan 


But I 


could not bear to part from you 


Then 


a poison 


two days ago, I was hit by 

dart on Alliris 3. 


McCoy 

ten 


later told me I 


^ hours in intensive 
(Thankfully# I have no 



memory 


of iti) 


When I 


returned 


it was 03:00, 



thing I felt 


was a 
no 


warm hand 
two handsi 


clutching my right hand. 


I opened my eyes 



Jim was 


holding my hand 

- m 



to his face 


He 


was sitting in a chair by my bed. 


His eyes were closed, 


but I 
I was 
as I have 



could tell he was not 

+* ciirnrised by his actions 

never known him to do tni 



He suddenly became aware 


that I was 



J. waa awake and watching hinw 

- e Y es fle V 1 ° P Ju i ch d totally transformed his face 
radiant smile which tocau-y 



he moved over to 



on the bed, 


still clasping my hand in both of his own 

murmured my name and 



assured him of my 


llbeing 


Kaiidth, his eyes 


i 


Even in the dim light of Sickbay 



could see 



was as 


that they were abnormally bright 
though he had hypnotised me 



I could not tear my eyes 


f 


hi 



grasped my 
knowing he 


upper arms and 
shed to hold me. 



pulled him close and embraced him 







Our physical contact, allowed me 
to sense his surface* emotions: 

acute anxiety transmuting to relief. 

Seeking to reassure him 

I again repeated that I was quite recovered. 
Suddenly he drew back and I sensed 
his emotional change from relief 
to embarrassment at his own temerity. 

I had to do something... 
and now! 


I reached up to touch his smooth cheeks, 

cupping his face in my hands. 

His eyes widened in surprise at first, 

but then he reached to cover my hands with his own 

and gave a tentative smile. 

I ceased to control my facial expressions 

and allowed all I felt for him 
to be read plainly on my face. 


I watched his expression change. 

He was watching my eyes as though 

unable to quite believe what he saw there but, 

at the same time, 
desperately wanting to. 

Again I sought to reassure him 

that I not only understood, 

but welcomed his behavior and actions. 

j released my mental barriers completely then 
and felt his emotions wash over me. 

Worry, concern, affection, relief.•• 
and something which was much stronger 

than all of these. 

The term for this emotion 

no longer exists in the Vulcan language, 

but Humans have a name for it 

they call it love 

as, indeed, do I. 

I look at him now and I can see the 
desire smouldering in his eyes. 

"Tomorrow," he whispers, and leaves, 
pulling the aura of command about him 
like a protective cloak. 


I drift off to sleep, 

anticipating the morrow. 

Perhaps there is logic in loving you 
after all. 
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I find it difficult to concentrate. 

I have not previously found this to 
Is it because I know he is with her? 

Why would this concern me? 

He has taken many other females. 

But this one, this Edith.... 


alone he thinks of her. 
ing these thoughts? 
cern of mine. 

ntrate on the task at hand 


When we are 
Why am I ha 
It is no co 


Our 


having 

is no concern 
must 

is imperative. 

must 


still 

Must analyze. 

What is threatened? 
Security, hope... 
Hope for what? 

Hope is an emotion. 

not hope, 

not permit 


threatened? 


thoughts. 
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come down 


has fcalcsri h6ir in his 
I should divert my attention 
But my eyes will not pull away. 

I watch his mouth slowly 
and claim hers and I 

What 

pain, • • 

No, not po 

things? 

I turn away and shut the door. 

Analyze. 


Why would 




You know why. 
You want 


you that 


takes in his arms and kisses and 


NO! 
thought 


cannot permit 

such things. 
Captain and 


will not allow such thoughts. 


will return 


work. 


will control such thoughts. 


Time has 

now have the answer, 
tell him the 
There is no 


truth 


Edith 


must 


the pain on his 
something stronger than pain 


What is this 

is 


feel? 


No...it cannot be. 

Vulcan cannot 
connected with 


death 


Analyze. 

will 


all mine again 


Until the next time. 
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Dr. Janet Wallace? Why? 
After so long, why she? 
Because she was known to you 


Jim, 

your words and suspicions 
wound me— 

Traitorous, you called me, 
disloyal. 

Never want to 
look at me again— 

Though reason tells me 
you do not mean them. 

You turn to her 


And though I find your body 

beautiful 

(seeing you on the screen 
without your shirt, 
how you tempted me...) 

It is your spirit 

your soul 

that I most love. 

Hurt, confused, 
but still undimmed 

by age. 

You remain 

uniquely you. 

There is so little time 

Do not push me away. 

Grow old along with me, 

your poet once said. 


much 


turn away 















©ctpta ink 


Parity 


Qif. 



by John Eliot Lowell 



of the ENTERPRISE— 

Beautiful she-being with 

have pointed ears 
Like my other Love? 


a 


ooniputer 


for 


a 


he 


art 


play a Vulcan harp 
he does? 

* 

watch over me, 

my well—being? 


Guard 


faithful as 


my other Love 


fickle and capricious 


•> 


dress 

both 


as a slavegirl 
to me! 


or a 


queen? 
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Jenny lives in the heart of Kansas with a very patient 
architect husband, one juvenile delinquent daughter, 
and three disagreeable cats. When she isn't writing 
K/S, she occupies her time with a career as an office 
manager for an architectural firm (a rival of her 
husband's firm) and works at seeing just how long 
she can stretch out a college education. Having now 
run through the entire curriculum at her local uni 
versity, however, she is being forced to graduate 
this spring with a B.A. in English Literature. After 
a suitable period of R&R (which could last as long 
as 10 years if she works it right), she plans to begin 
earning an M.F.A. in Creative Writing. Her hobbies 
are reading, writing, collecting Star Trek series 
memorabilia, procrastinating, and avoiding housework. 

Her husband knows and accepts the fact that he will 
always play second fiddle to a certain starship captain. 

His only request is that when she is finally beamed up 
one of these days, she leave him a note on the refriger¬ 
ator explaining her disappearance so that he can take 
the Kirk pictures off the walls, find himself a normal 
woman, and get on with his life. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

Captain James T. Kirk took one final, 
mystified look at the cryptic message on 
the wall, finished his business, and strode 
briskly from the Deck Five head. Entering 
the nearest turbolift and ordering it to 
Officers' Mess, he reflected on the in¬ 
creasing complexity of the games of the 
junior officers and enlisted men. 

He stifled a grin. Any starship 
captain worth his salt knew the importance 
of keeping the lines clearly drawn between 
officers and the rank and file. But, he 
reminded himself as he watched the rapidly 
passing deck lights, any captain worth his 
salt also knew the importance of keeping a 
blind eye when those lines were a trifle 
smudged during long, boring stretches of 
duty such as starmapping. 

He allowed the grin to break free as 
he further reasoned that most starship 
captains worth their salt would probably 
never admit that any aspect of starship 
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duty was boring. But this particular 
captain, although pleading guilty to 
having the requisite amount of stardust 
in his eyes, also knew boredom when he 
saw it. And starmapping was Boring—with 
a capital B. 

So, his mind continued as he rearranged 
his face into one of captainly dignity and 
exited the lift, the crew salvaged their 
sanity during such times by playing various 
games. The nature of the games changed from 

time to time, but the unwritten/unspoken 
rules remained the same. The object was to 
have a good time at the senior officers' 
expense. The role of said senior officers 
was to be aware that something was going 
on but not what . And the job of the junior 
officers was to know what that something 
was but not to let the senior officers 
know they knew. A fine line for career- 
minded J.O.s to walk, but then the risk 
of discovery was half the fun. 

Kirk's eyes sparkled with humor as 
he headed toward mess. Of course, another 
unwritten rule was that the senior officers 
were expected to conspire to figure out 
what was going on while simultaneously 
giving the credible impression that they 
didn't give a damn. And the S.O.'s 
happily cooperated. Discreetly, of course. 

He permitted himself the luxury of 
a chuckle in the deserted corridor. No 
doubt all this added up to behavior which 
would be thoroughly frowned upon by Star- 
fleet Command. lf_ they knew about it. 

But Starfleet Command didn't have to know 
about everything. He chuckled again. His 
crew weren't the only ones who had their 
little games. 

Like any exceptional leader, James 
Kirk knew the importance of morale among 
those under his command. And these games, 
he had quickly realized, were valuable in 
keeping not only morale high but also the 
mental sharpness of people who at any 
second could suddenly be required to handle 
a crisis requiring split-second thinking 
and action. Short of playing strip shuffle- 
board on the bridge, he was determined to 
encourage just about anything that would 
accomplish his high expectations of crew 
efficiency. 

The same applied to the graffiti 
wall in the Deck Five head. Several months 
ago he had noticed an increasing number of 
game-related "messages" appearing overnight 
on the wall upon which the sonic urinals 
were hung. At first, angered that mature 
servicemen and women would stoop to 
defacing Fleet property, he considered 
issuing a command that such activity was 
to cease immediately. However, upon 
further observation, he realized that the 
graffiti were applied with a washable 
marker, and the messages were neither 
obscene nor, in most cases, even decipher¬ 
able to the average eye. 

Therefore, deciding that the gamesters 
really did need a central message center-- 

and for - some indiscernible reason they had 

chosen the head in officers’ country for 


part 
to know about. 


that purpose—he l* Su ~ fl 

graffiti would be pormfi^® Mir* 
wall only, on the condu 0ti tK 

graffiti be kept innocio^" 8 
°ff ° n ce a day. Another 8an « 

which Starfleet c™L otlc essi 

nw Ahnnf r l • , n 

hi 

So every morning he „ 
a new batch of cryptic *" as 
popular wall, appli eri 8cra wis o„ teii Wi. 

ship's night and delLn a alth Uy > 

Captain and fellow senior t0 c hali Uri hg ® r ' 
attempt to break the code °c Uc ets e ^ e 
Enterprise game. And the the Ur° 

stumped the s.n ^ ha d thorLlPSSiL 


0 uuilipcu une o • U * S • To 4-k 

light of the crew, of course!®^ 

Kirk shook his hocid in 
a Iked through the door 

Ohi“ai rvi nrr U 4 ~ _ Of ~ _ 


,0 


and wa 
Mess 
of 


s. obtaining his usuaf ° £ 0 ^ 

coffee and blueberry donut*?*" 9 rati!*" 
ectors, he ioined ut f rom 



- ... joined Spock „ £t °* 

"their” table. un °f£icia U “_ 


“Good 

circulated 

his 


morning, gentlemen * u 

a smile before biting i* to 


"Morning, Jim," McCoy answered 

sleepily as he eyed the donut with v 
habitual look of disapproval. Uls 

"Captain," Spock and Scott chorus 

Kirk took a cautious sip of the hot 
coffee and winced. It always seemed i roni , 
to him that a technology that could send 
people to other star systems and back 
couldn't manage to come up with a decent 
cup of coffee for those same people. But 
like everyone else in the service, he had 
long ago come to the conclusion that bad 
coffee was better than no coffee at all. 

Spock, the exception to this philosophy, 
brought his cup of herb tea to his lips and 
studied his Captain over the rim. "You 
appear to be distracted by something this 

morning, Captain." 


Kirk smiled at his First Ofricer, 
armed as always by the 


Vulcan's keen 


srception of his moods 


Oh, just trying 


d figure out the latest graffit 

He tilted his head and J ubb ®? 


wan# d 


mger. 
>ans?" 


ghtfully witn a w* 8 - , h s 

"What do you suppose 


eitf 


McCoy took a bite of his toast 
Lash what?" 

, c Here " Kirk 
"K slash S. Here ‘ the table ^ * 

is finger to draw 0 scott's 

led powdered sugar f fte r 1 

i; "With a question mark ^ dreW 

right under that is 

" 2!l "- a at the 

All three oft i^^aved^h su9 at- 

erious message eng 

, »you 9 ot 

McCoy shrugged. 
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y Scott Shoot h o£ his 

Montgoroe y too k another the 

bafflement ad UpB and ^ tionerl 3 — 

^er^-ahundent^hit^con^^. „, s are 

poppycock S to me." 


Sulu and ^etov on^the Veatetj ay 

Sounded like talki in «• b»t 


) 





stuf f • 


acKwai-uo Co n\e f u * • 

^ u V“”: lv they were talking in abbr QV i 

obviously^ ^ S pock again. "And th* 

e o< 3 d s '*.<• 


He glanced at 

the head wall- 


» Fr om what I have been able to as 
v«- 5 .in " said Spock, warming up to hi * 

=ubitct while assuming a cool, di sin ^» 

su)0 ^ itcnmeone leaves a message Qn vu 


V n*rt' 

Wf y. 

u / 

I K'*f f 

, «<V*f. ** ■ j* 

hv /y f* 


C ° Ck " ‘ ne eyebrow and looted^ subject ^hile-suming a a cooi,^ 

??°° K "What you ate discussing^ p??a i ar 4ach day ; concerning atopic 


on *-»- 


" ~ ¥ "someone i« avco ** mcosd qe on the. c 

SpOCk "What^ycuare diacussrne -- “u^ach day concerning a topic about ' 

' the room, sometime during ship' s night 



*Ke 


i 


r» 


\ 


\ 


* 


/ 


U C^ - 

in order to. • • 


. Kirk grinned. 

"Spocki Kir 

figured it ou 


"You' 


from the 
the room 


v,-= head patiently. 
The Vulcan shook his i am 

" NOt °that the first notation, £ * e r P crea - 

the 6 SSjhi;e^y re^erinfsald Communication 
indecipherable to 


II 


• 4-i.r "All right, 

McCoy sno ^t d the P idCa? Now what about 
all right, we get the 

the two colon one. 



Spock took a slow, 

determined not 

. • ^ ^ 



t demonstration of 

his favorite nemesi 
to be savored. 


deliberate sip of 
to be rushed m his 

superior knowledge 
s. Such occasions 


"The 'two colon one 



•odds 1 

itiw- - j t might add, highly 

from the infamous a " d ' P ^ rigi nates, I am 

Mr. Scott." 


-p pnoineer grinned sheepishly. 

•■Aye. I ken there s so ”’! ! ^t M ?. Spock, but 

there in the way of 9 a „ ^ flushed with 

aride. "An' ma lads and ■ enter - 

ahuckled, "shall we say, mighty 

srisin'' folk. 


Kirk ignored McCoy’s f^^ipock^that 

ie K slash S xs some sort pool is 

i the Abbs lingo tha Those are pretty 

ving two to one odds on. 

iod odds. " 


Spock nodded. 


The 


has named the 

jically, 'Odds', 
with the 'Abbs' 


"Indeed, Captain, 
betting game, quite 
Therefore, in combining 
code, they have designed 


If 


"Whole new game for us to Jihouah°the 

triumohantly. Although tn 


-Coy chortled triumphantly. Alt ^ngh t 
.O. S were r _amona them 


terest in the crew's games, among them- 

”.s they «i»y«i U. ■*“* 1 



VeS uiey cujwjr-— - 

the exercises tremendously. 

L11C J r_ J nha 


A new game 

n ? reciting challenge, and few 

always 4 - on +- until they had solved 

them rested content until tney 


writes the 


latest mystery 


“Well." Kirk sat back in his ^ hair > 


>ssed his arms 


over his chest, and pursed 


*TC " htfullv. "That explains the 

overheard between 


gmatic whispering 


of said topic 


netime during ship's night * 
•odds' concerning the probab^ 


then place the 


ids' concerning the probahVi 
Interested crew member<f Ut V 
eir 'bets' accordingly." 


Kirk gazed at him thoughtfully, 
in other words, somebody was int 


co in other words, somebody was interest 
i°’knowing what the odds are on this K 

s being true—whatever the devil u . 


// l ' A , 

/// 
fj \ V 0 i 

// ■ 
4 * 


ft 

j ( /t 
( e r»e 
i\o, S 


l 



* 






t 


a 


ff 


Is » 


"Indeed." 


v l- A^-r ^*-5^ 

■/ , 4. A1*° :, 

* A/A 


McCoy broke in, 

the theoretical fore_ 

keep us in suspense, Spock 

Hell does K slash S mean? 


ke in, impatient with all 
1 foreplay. "Well, don't 
pense, SpockI What the 


»\v5 • c 


r /> a tl11 


5 


0 


a* e ^ t 






Spock gave the Vulcan 
a shrug. "That, Doctor, I 

able to determine. 


equivalent of 

have not been 


McCoy groaned in frustration. 

r i-i_ c: nnnrl dnps 


i e^ e 

$ .P l 

Id 0 

$ " 0 ° ^ 


r^ n 


it 


McCoy -*•- 

in the blue blazes good does it do ua 

Z h ' L ve a spy if y° u can’t get us the real 

nitty gritty?!" He slammed his hand down 

nn the table for emphasis, gaffing the 
controversial powdered sugar message. 


Well, 


us 






The 


dignity. 
Merely 


Officer drew himself up with 
, n.-,+• a 'spy'. Doctor McCov. 


*r jim 

^ tnile^ 

^ ir ]_ovei • 
^ e ' 


1 


ii 


am not a 


hearing 
to overhear 


. Doctor McCoy. 

the sensitivity of my 
les me, quite involuntarily, 

conversations which.... 



...obtfi 





♦ • * 


"Hearing, schmearingi A spy is a 


Itofflfflit®* • • * 


spy! Now why don't you.. 


Kirk raised a hand in weary arbi- 
tration. "Down, Bones. Spock can t he p 
itif he can't hear everythin g when he 

_ _ t.tVinn hp 


•Spock?" 


aramm?" 


it if he can r near y - —^ ..^ n . lv 

, ^ t m^n when he accidently 

eavesdrops...I mean, wueu 

overhears.... 


'to are 


l slash S 


Out of the corner of his eye he saw 


1 J. A 

spook Stiffen his spine ^ a “ that 

decided the better ° f conversa tion. 

point would be to end ue iii crack 

•'Well, whatever it mea ^ r lways do. »°« 

if we don't get to « or ^ do h | who ie sub¬ 
fleet is paving ”= d °- the 




. . .’•»«! 


:Ui 





.TCV 


ject will be 


anyway 


ll 


led the way ^"oan 


Behind e h r im:^-^- 


Behind him, he heard M cl r oy J nts t0 hear. 
Vulcan only hears what ..® , a bout comp« te 
Now if somebody wa ®.in...-” and t 


he'd break an ear listeni • comme nt I 

Spock's offended, "Doctor, -^ rly . It 1 
was able to overhear quite ted to h 

illogical that X should be exp^ 

only what I wish to hea • 


V Hi 


was uncalled for 



ll 


• • • • 














c? % 


Ki rK .. 

n gwa 1L 


igh ed and rolled his eyes 


hip's night, the interior of 
late thft was bathed in soft light, 

in KirK ft moans were coming from the 
CaP^ qU aliy/^L sleeping quarters. On the 
*n d Lion ° f s writhed passionately on 

di £ ? two f * g Lets, as though testing the 

soaked sn narrow surface with their 

^r es 

ta die ‘ , rk like that, Spock, and 

"One mor L knock both of us right off 
.r-e g° ing » the Captain whispered with 

V°“o the 

0 nt° wreath. 

uneV help it, Jim," his First 

••I cannoi .. W hat you are doing always 

.„ pr gasped. 

off lC .ohh ..* * 

\es n»e. • * 

^ , nd again lowered hxs head, 

Kirk gk 1 " through the 0 of his lips 
biowi"? Tver's most sensitive portion of 

Spon his l°ve ke thafcf hmmInm? And how about 

this?" 

this • 

rtan<3 d and jerked again, nearly 
®P° C them from their precarious perch, 
toppling L se dQ that again.... 

"Jim.•*P X 

• inver ran a maddeningly enticing 

Hl ^ahtly across overheated Vulcan 
£ inger Ipfwhat again, Spock?" he whrspered 
skin* tlI three things, 

teasingly* 



"The...second 
" he choked. 


Spock shuddered. 

• nl c 

activity/ Jim * 

Kirk smiled lovingly up at him 


"My 


pleasure 


lover 


"Yes...ohhh.. 


If 


"Spock 


II 


"Mmmmmm 


If 


"Spock?" 

" Hmmmmm ?" 

"When are you going to 
what K slash S means?" 

"I.. .mmmmm. . .already. . 


find out for me 


ohhh..«have 


II 



Kirk sat st 
arms stubbornly 
His eyes glinting 
lights, he whis*^ 
until you tell me 



nnd folded hi« 
ighte his bare chest. 
SK mlschievoua^i- 

:hat e K S slash 8 means. 



Spock sighed and collapsed 

fully back onto the bed. 
no distracting Jim unti 
what he wanted to know. 


grace 

would 

found 


be 

out 


opocK S eyes shot open with s ns# 

n cessation of pleasurable sen 

..." he groaned. 

"What does it mean?" 



Making an effort to control 
leathing, the Vulcan raised his 

od Y on elbows and stared somewia nvun e 

e ntfully at the Human. "Jim# ^ a x.^ m i n q 
Ver told you that your sense o 

in k«_: . .. . . t olannea 


an be 


most irritating? I h ac * t>la nn ^- 

J loll you...later. 

3 n tinue...." 


Now 


if you would 


tone. 


"This," he sa 


id in his most resigned 


. , I o 11 

tfhl S • 

"This? What do you mean 


Spock sighed again, P ati ®"^s 
gestured with one hand to ^compass 
room, the disheveled bed, and their 
sweaty bodies. "This. 

"THIS?I" 


and 

the 


"This." 


“My god, do you mean to tel 
crew is making bets on . whe ^ a i led 

and I are....” His voice trailed 

an incredulous gasp. 


me my 

not you 
off into 


"Affirmative 


II 


II 


Kirk's eyes were 
Are you sure?" 


wide and pleading 



of hearing, as you 



"Jim. My 
well know, is im 

"Oh. Right." 

speck S i 9 hed, e idly e W°ndering u hoW t man y 
subject so\hat they could get back to...- 


Kirk seemed to have 


the shock. 


drummed 


on Spock’s stomach as he 
thoughtfully into thin air. 
what we've done to make them 
We’ve been pretty careful... 



from 


lightly 


"I wonder 



Enjoying the novel sensation of the 

staccato touches on his skin, ^pock 
suacca _Qi ahed aqain. 


order before Jim's stubborn curiosity 

ord L ko ^nneased. "From what I was able 
would be app have been rumors 

t0 ona°the crew’for some time. Apparently, 
however, the odds tmpro ^ 


"What?!" Kirk sat up abru P t ^ and 
im. "Why haven't you told me. 


"Oh, 


stupid of me. 


veah. I guess that was pretty 

Y i just couldn't help it. 


It just 


.slipped out 


II 


Mmm 


I was also able to ascertain the 

ft __ l \_ ^ ^ A. 


Unfpool^hosI duty it is to determine . 

and place them on the graffiti wall each 

night." 

Kirk unconsciously slapped the Vulcan's 
hip in his excitement. 

W 0*11 know who their spy is! 


from the bet- 
is to determine odds 



, Spock! 

Who is it?" 


Now 
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Spock's brain considered the sensation 
of the small slap on already sensitive skin, 
decided it was pleasurable, and sent the 
message on down to Spock's body. "Lieutenant 

Kevin Riley. Jim, now may we...." 

"Riley! I should have known. As a 
floating backup between Engineering and 
navigation, he’s the perfect snitch to^ 
keep the betting pool informed of what s 
going on up on the bridge. That boy's got 
eyes in the back of his head. He'll ma e a 
Hell of a captain one of these days-*i e 
can learn to mind his own business.' 

Spock sighed and glanced at the bed¬ 
side chronometer. At this rate, morning 
would arrive before.... 

Kirk hunkered down to serious business. 
"Spock, we've got to do something to co ^ 
fuse the opposition and get their attention 

off us." 


"Indeed 1 . Perhaps one of your less 
than subtle winks directed at someone else. 

"Are you kidding? The last time I 
winked innocently at Chekov you didn t 
speak to me for three days! 

Spock cleared his throat. "That was in 
my more insecure days of our relationship, 

Jim. " 


Kirk was trailing a distracted finger 
across Spock's left thigh as he thought, 
unaware of the suddenly ragged breathing in 
the body beneath his hand. "That's not a 
bad idea, though. I could sort of flirt 
with one or two others on the bridge, and 
word would get around that the Captain is 
just being generally flirtatious. Consider 
ing my legendary behavior in my pre Spock 
days, it shouldn't do my reputation any 
harm." He grinned. "Probably do it some 

good, in fact." 


Spock sneaked another look at the 


chronometer 
quite late. 


"Agreed 


Jim, the hour is 


Perhaps we should. 


II 


"Okay, so that's the plan. Tomorrow 
I'll spread my famous charm around a lit e, 
and we'll just see what pops up on the o ld 
graffiti wall tomorrow night for Mr. Riley 

odds. " 


Losing all patience, Spock grabbed 
the distracted hand and placed it purpose¬ 
fully on his over-strained anatomy. Jl ™' 
it is tomorrow already. Enough is enough o 
discussion. And please remind me later to 
apprise you of my opinion concerning your 
reprehensible methods of extracting infor¬ 
mation from me." 


Kirk laughed softly and turned the 
full force of his charm on his appreciative 
audience. "Sorry, lover," he whispered 
seductively. He leaned closer and let 
Lis lips follow the trail blazed by his 
guided hand. "Now where was I?" 


Spock sighed contentedly. 

doing...." 


"You were 


"This?" 


"This...." 


o o o o ^ 

The following morni no 

toward the bridge, havi na g 1 Ki *k h 

start due to problems in p?° tte n * 
which required his presenc« 9lne ^ti n ^U 

i -i'-‘fence. t\g 


lift, he valiantly resist^* E *its 9 
look at his First Offi Cer ^ the u r * n< 3 
for the center seat. an< * 





"Mr. Spock," he said o 
his left shoulder, "may t c dSu ^li 
roster for today?" ee the 

Spock reached for the 
already prepared and waitina°»? u ~ 8 Uf ft 
fingertips and walked toward tu his 
chair. Handing the slate t^ k- 
he schooled his face into a ® 

expression, a feat somewhat 

to achieve around this partial 

the 

Being perfectly aware of thi 
suppressed a grin and perused the S 'i Kil * 
Running his eyes down the list of Slat *. 
he saw what he was looking for. nair ‘es, 
Riley was scheduled to fill in* at 
gation when Chekov took his break a t Vi ~ 
hours. Perfect. 

Returning the slate to Spock with 
an utterly innocent expression on his* 
face, he turned his attention to the 
ubiquitous fuel consumption report which 
was being handed him from the other side 
by a patiently waiting yeoman. Taking 

report, bf* dismissed hie Pi ret 


with a seemi 
Mr. Spock." 


l.o.j, j. AaKing 

he dismissed his First Offi Ce 
ingly nonchalant, "Thank you. 


/ 



indeed, he smiled to himself, 
stage was all set for an interesting 

afternoon. 


The 







At 1100 hours, Spock joined McCoy 
in one of the smaller rec rooms for lunch. 
Since the whole idea was to attract atte?.~ 
tion away from Kirk and Spock, the two 
had agreed that they would not share their 

lunch hour together that day. Instea » 
the Captain would use the time to 9 ™* * 
sandwich and make a dent in the omnipr 

mountain of paperwork in his qnarstanding 
and Spock would continue his long “ ers 
attempt to teach logical ches 
to Leonard McCoy. 

Teacher and pupil f°und a tabl 

relatively quiet and out-o Room 3. 

behind a dividing screen in ne decided| 

The doctor, Spock had long <3 ss ible in 

needed as few distractions P for hl » 

order to concentrate on w which he 

_ 1.1_.un, Win a aame but one 


I 


to concentrate on what ™' which he 

oughly boring game bu ° ^ othe r 

termined to master-- ep tical Sp° 
than to prove to the skep 

s could. ....led 









































hl , pieces on the board when a noisv 

Up c r,f crewwomen entered throuqh tho ^ 

Kleli ng the First Officer and'cMO^eh^’ 
*£ screen, and therefore thinking they „"r e 

‘?one in the otherwise deserted room, they 

^one captain James T Kirk. While McCoy 
^centrated obliviously on his opening 

COnce*_ in i-r> +-h« i „_ y . 


move 


Spock tuned in to the female gossip 

"And rumor has it that he's a 
fantastic lay. Of course, none of us can 

i-^^Tpersonally to that, more's the pity 
t fact, we don't know anybody who can 

testify to Lt - But rumor has it, neverthe- 

z a nd rumor is seldom wrong." 


he get^^f duty G ? d .° nly knOWS h ° W many 

oui- astr °Phy sic s tech's voice faded 

°^ r a j ^he door hissed open. Spock 

L . t h^° ug h the small holes in the 

new arrival r t 2- See the identit Y of the 

.. va l* His mouth quirked in the 

a-: ° f 2 smile as he saw the much- 

discussed Captain himself enter and head 
or the coffee dispenser. 



The engineering tech spoke up 
Captain Kirk, I'd like you to meet 
newest member of your crew. Ensign 
Barbara Roberts." 


"Uh, 

the 


The circle of women laughed at the 
woebegone tone in the engineering tech's 
voice, and an astrophysics tech put in her 
two cents' worth. "But observation has it, 

unfortunately, that he doesn't sleep with 

his crew. So you can drool but not touch. 
Coming on to the Captain is the fastest way 
I know of to get transferred off this ship." 

Someone else chuckled. "Unless you 
happen to be the First Officer." 


tech snorted. "I 
that rumor for a 


The astrophysics 
for one don't believe 

second." 

The engineering tech spoke up. 
the odds are two to one that...." 


"But 


just 

with 


"Well, the odds are wrong. Can you 
see Mr. Virgin Vulcan getting it on 
our very hot-blooded Tomcat Kirk?" 


Captain Kirk juggled his coffee 
cup into his left hand and extended his 
right for a handshake. "Ensign Roberts, 
welcome to the Enterprise ." He smiled. 

"Uh, Captain...I'm...er...uh, thank 
you, sir." Roberts was still stuttering 
while Kirk disappeared through the door. 

She slumped in her chair. " 

What hit me?" 

"Down girl, that was only an LI. 
You've got a lot to learn if you're 
going to survive here...." 

McCoy was still staring at the board 
and pondering what would be the most 
illogical opening move he could possibly 
make when the chattering group exited 
the room, so he missed what he would 
have given a year's salary to see a 
t-hnrnnahl v smua smile on the face of the 


That brought a round of giggles. 

Then the new med tech sighed. Well, I d 
just like to get a look at our heroic 
Captain. I hear he's gorgeous." 

"He is. And whatever you do, watch 
out for his smile." 

"His smile? That irresistable, huh?" 



and 


! An LI is survivable, 

but an MI will heat up a corpse's b lood ' 
an HI will positively melt your knees right 

out from under you!" 

The med tech sounded confused. What s 

an LI, and MI and an...." 

"Low-intensity, medium-intensity, 

high-intensity," came a chorused answer. 

The engineering tech again. ^ a ^ t hal 

smiles are legendary.. .and posi 1 inter- 

So we've rated and coded them in 
ests of survival training." 

The astrophysics tech'sJ^sees^bona" 

"Your average crewperson rar ®^ s ! or spe cial 

Our Captain saves them to p 

But an MI is about 


fide HI. 


occasions, I gather. .. 

as much as you can handle anyway. 

••Legend has it that Lieutenant Uhura 

favored with three Hi's duri g 

stint here. But Mr. Spock reporte y 

for most HI s receive 





Ids the record 



line of duty. Hence the rumors. 


very Vulcan First Officer. 

Kirk stood and stretched as 1400 
hours approached, looking for all the 
worlds like a man with nothing on his mind 
more intriguing than an afternoon nap. At 
the helm console, Chekov leaned back and 
stretched in tandem, eager for a break 
from the eye-straining, muscle-stiffening 

boredom of starmapping. He turned happily 
when he heard the sound of the lift doors 

opening. 

The events that happened next occurred 
so swiftly that if the eyes of the bridge 
crew had not been glued to the right spot, 
the entire scenario would have been missed. 

James Kirk made certain that all eyes 
would be properly glued. 

Just as the lift doors swished open, 

Kirk stretched again, yawned, and announced 
in a not-to-be-misunderstood voice that he 

was going to his quarters to take a nap. 

Uhura dropped the stylus she'd been 
holding, Sulu's eyes widened to comic pro¬ 
portions, Chekov's mouth fell at least a 
decimeter, and Kevin Riley stopped dead 
in his tracks just in front of the now closed 
doors. As was common consensus when the event 
was discussed later in rec rooms throughout 
the ship, the likelihood of James T. Kirk 
taking a nap in the middle of his shift was 
about the same as that of an Andorian eating 
one of his own antennae for lunch. 
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only Mr. opocjc seemed unperturbed 

„„ cal^y went about his duties at the'i u 8 

^ noticed that he. was very carefu^ 0 ^ 
-tchin^the entire scene out of the corner 


massaged one red ---- -'-'-cocionate 

° seemingly paralyzed Kevin Riley, gave hi ° 
: slow, sensuous wink, slid one hand across 
l he astonished lieutenant’s chest, and let 

loose the most dazzling, knee-melting smile 

nv Kirk-watcher had ever seen. Then he 

^appeared through the lift doors. 


Later, when the scene was related by 
thoss who'd been there to those who hadn't, 
t he silence on the bridge was described as 
M dea fening”. And that , a certain Vulcan 
thought with a touch of humor, was most 

illogical. • -yet utterly factual. 

MOSS 


Later that night in the Captain's 
quarters, two figures once again writhed in 
sweaty abandon on the narrow bed. 


A most definite...ahhh...HI, Captain.... 

« H , sa t up abruptly and stared at him. 
n * An HI? what the Hell's an HI, Spock?* 

"JIMii M 

o 

Ki t-v ^ 0700 hours the next morning. Captain 
- strode in no small amount of anticipation 

in l* ^ ec k Five head. As he entered and 

. c ® t * le door behind him, he gazed eagerly 
e wall upon which the sonic urinals were 
ung and read the following notations: 

K/C? K/S? 

10:1 20:1 


K/U? 
5:1 


And under these, scrawled bigger and 
bolder than the others, as though with an 
impatiently excited hand, was the following: 

K/R? 

The space below this notation—the 
space where the odds were supposed to be 
filled in—was ominously and stubbornly 
blank. 

• 0 - o o 


The Human figure worked a path of ardent 
kisses down the shivering Vulcan figure, 
alternating each steadily descending kiss 
with whispered words. 

"I do believe...my dear Mr. Spock... 
that we succeeded in...confusing the K/S 
gamblers.. .on the bridge today. ..." 

Vulcan moans alternated with breath¬ 
less words. "Indeed. ..Captain.. .1 eagerly 
anticipate... ohh... tomorrow' s odds. .. 
mmmmmmmm... on the graffiti wall...* 


Leonard McCoy, passing by in the 
corridor outside the Deck Five head, 
stopped in mid-stride as he heard un¬ 
controllable laughter coming through the 
closed doors. It sounded, he thought, 
for all the worlds like a hysterical 
James T. Kirk. But what in the blue 
blazes could Jim possibly find so 
hilarious in the indecipherable scrawls 
on the Deck Five head walls? 

Ah, but Hell, what did he know? 

He was just an old country doctor. No¬ 
body ever told him anything. 


"What did you think...of the smile... 
I gave to...our Mr. Riley?" 


Shaking his head, McCoy moved on 
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He woke up in a cell. It was a clean, 
empty, plastic room. What made it a cell 
was the two Klingon guards at the door. 

Spock closed his eyes immediately and feigned 
unconsciousness. He reached out with his 
mind, cautiously. The body behind his, also 
sprawled on the floor—he knew it was Captain 
Kirk. He'sensed no other Human minds. No 
native minds, either. Only the rawness of 
open, unguarded minds, too far away to rea 
or affect, and definitely Klingon. 


He 

low voices. 

then. 


There 


began to use his other senses. 

His universal translator 
He could understand the 

The voices 


were 

was working, 

occasional word he could hear. 

useful in other ways. They 

A small room. No covering 



the walls, 
floor. 


bounced off 

on the 


so was Kirk. 

He 


too. He was n^eu. From 
radiating from behind him, 

Was the 


It was time to take a small risk. 


It was cold, too. He was naked. 

the amount of heat 

He was not hurt. 

CaDtain? He flared his nostrils slightly 
buf could not detect the scent of Human blood. 

Spock 

look.d o»t throw* usu 

the only door, «•* h .avll? .o.olod o.lo 

in front of » . t.»- was not so easy 

With 3 the C other 6 guard", but hfwas sitting in 

to see the Jinitelv a smaller man- smiling 
Ld Egging one side of his long mustache as 
Se stwld It the prisoners. 


"I wish 
up. There's 

grumbled the 


the Federation pigs would wake 
no challenge to this duty, 
large one. 


v. -H-inned his chair back and 
The o ther , ^L oa rfnl sneer. "Ah, Bodai . 



The uu- * cheerful 

glanced “P u W ^ ant these spies_ awake? 


You know 


Bored? Yo “ i^not'wear off for at least oi 
the s tun W y ou have no patience. 


You are 


«««*• **•* 
u No patience with you, 

II 


either, you horny 


_^-HriP 
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••There — 

the lab ha ® ta 

y£u think?”’ 


. noth Klingons to drop into 
i-hat caused b ^ rQUch . The Vulcan was 

HAS been an «*''* only"’®" 8010113 ' ^ Sitti " 9 “ P ‘ 

taken away e N . hl worm!" From the aw) 



So what. 


don • t stink as much now- ^ at 

•■They don t now we ha v 

All Feds stink. 

_ *1 *• r~% o ^ m 


TVll f GC 1 » ^ ii 

their ugliness. 


tneii -z?— see worse. 

" I,ve iative°”ok on a the 

floor and wn scre wing too 

■'Kova, you t^^e^again, scratching^ 

m “ Ch beard d but C still keeping b ° t ^gn and a 

sprawled^bodies. "Besrdes. 

Vulcan. Pah! 


They 

know. 

They 

Orion 


, are great fun. 

"Human males, ^ to women, y ou 

keep themselves mo y idier . s ways. 

«*• *• so “' “ 

whores! 


Rut Vulcans. I 

"Ha! vrob say- ® nael down when 
d°ne a Vulcan. J^ ike rock s. It is 

order but slime." 

putting your stick 


have 


you 
like 


r^allv° A Vulcan?" Kova 
"Have you really* 

asked, obviously intrigu 

"They gave the “^“aiias^Snoug 
, i* ,, c when we tooK Aaiiao* _ 

! h ? regiment's pleasure 


Enough 

the soldiers when ”® ^s^pleasure. Vulcans 
for th e whole tegimentj.plea ^ q£ 

and Andorians an boy were handed 

old vulcans and a Mxlas^y^_ We later 

to my war-partne bottle of wine, 

traded the Vulcan for a bottle o 

He was no good." 

"NO good? one knife dull among many, 
perhaps. This one_looks young. Maybe 
yours was too old. 

"You are thinking of sporting with 
these?" 

"Whv not? The commander did say we 
should «y ?o make their siting unhappy. 
Who knows, when the fiagship arr , for 
they may be given over to th . 

you know how much the ship-captain hates 
Federation spies. What chance will we 

have then, among thirty others, 
section leaders alone will sport the lif 

out of them!" 

Spock saw the one called Bodar rub¬ 
bing his hands absently, as if soothing 
an arthritic ache, while his whole face 
darkened in thought. "I go first," he 
said at last. "Do we take them asleep? 


your 

Kova 


"Imagine a Fed waking up to find 
stick stabbing his bowels out!" 
was laughing. "He'd damage your 


ears with his shriek!" 

Bodar laughed, too, but he was 
shaking his head. "Let's see if we can 


kick one awake. The Human 
insisted. 


he 


"Ah' Worm!" From the awkward 

cition half off his chair, a pl ea 

Kova sto a^ar and casually walked no 
He^tood, looming over the seated v,n! 

and grinned. 


Bodar 

makes 


"Ah. worm!" he repeated 
wants the soft-gutted 
you mine to fuck. 


if he was expecting a 

disappointed. It 


HumIn Y a W n r ! 



is Bodar' s'x?/* 5 *. 


Sfc * 




the W Vulcan said coldly. 

mho Vulcan seemed unperturbed 

. Kova *s eyes narrowed 

tive iy a» -e wondered what the alien’ *1**' 

. with a calculated, easy-hipped sws- 

ne"walked around the Vulcan, kicking th ^ et 

Human out of his way and up against the 
Then he prodded the thin, hairy Vulcan 

with his booted toe. * 


Kova 

made 


"You think you are 

grinned. Ib drew 

it a black frame f 


worth my time?* 

his mustache up 

or his gleaming 





H j£ you are made as Human or Vulcan 
it may be worth your time." Spock looked up 
meeting Kova' s eyes, allowing some challenge' 

to show in them. "I have mated with males.' 

If you wish an unwilling partner, I will be 

~ ^~* Bodar, 

"submissive and passively uncooperative. He 
do not fight. However, if you wish a challenge 
Spock' s eyes dropped to the floor as if hewer 
embarrassed. His voice dropped to a whisper, 
"try and see if you can make me cry out— 

with pleasure 

— --I I Ilf— J. XVIlib W W*. — 

Klingon 

knew how completely he was manipuiat 

"Vulcan! Do you think I can't.' 1 " Laughisg. 

reached down for a handful c_ 
black hair. He jerked Speck's head up, form, 

to look at him. 


you can maxe me cry our— 

No one ever has," he added. 
’ - - -'- J - amount of brr— J - 

voice. The 


the Klingon 


the prisoner 


"Unknown," answered the 
never joined with a Klingon." 
trump card. "Are they better 


1 have 


Vulcan. 

He used his 
than Humans?" 


Kova laughed again and hauled Sp^ 

his feet, then shoved s P 0 f k K irk fell 
the wall. The lax body of Capta^ ( . naaed ^ 


across Spock's 
into position, 
offer, Vulcan!" 


lax body oi qe d hi* 

feet as the Klmg * t0 
'•Let's see what you ha?- 


He 


studied the nude bod ^ serpen' 1 * 


Black hair was 
patterns across the 


erea in s P ar ff c k. Tne 
bony Vulcan dar* 1,1 ' 

white, over legf . 


buns were small and ° s tiff f in g er , S 5 

and there, finally ^own_theJ ^ out with . 

and into the anus, 
jerk and demanded, "Turn 


Sown ^ it out 

He pulled i d sC uifl- 

••Turn around, 


face i m P a 


"That will not be necessary 


It 


The smooth, controlled Vulcan tones 


"You look better 


from the front- 
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much," taunted the Klingon. He pro ^ e f h g n the 
too, the flat, oblong paps first, and then 

ribs and pubic hair. Last, he re a c rock, 
quickly and scooped up the soft Vu c please 

"This is a baby's toy! Do you expect to pi 

w ith this thin blade? No wonder no g eze d 
m ade you scream with pleasure. yanks, 

laughing, then gave several un 9 

We ll, maybe I could find some.handle made 

c °uld cut it off and have a whip ha __ 

°f it. 


I 


« "Sut of the 

I saw that done once. see if 

s° rn ® r of his eye, he was ch ® c ,^?? K0 va ga ve 
^P°ck would react. When he didn t, 

tit f inal - lewd, fingering tug 1 f n hal i s . 

c hed under to thump the smal 


He tired of that. 


"Turn," he 


HP L1ICU -- t _ 

a a u hpnd ovGir • 11 Instant com 

oUance Kova flashed his grin at Bodar 
and the . 1 p into Spock again, 

SScSuw « " ilch of 

chuckling auite suppr 


^i^hat"Spock did not quite suppress. 
fl6Sh from my finger?" jeered Kova. 

Spock was silent and motionless. 


"What? 


Kova took his hand back and stood, 
staring down at the submissive, still bent 

over Vulcan. 

«l told you. They are not any fun," 

Bodar said. 
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h . -va --^..-fsa^fwlth ^ciT 

deliberation. Ais hand was at his wax 

unfastening the flap of cl ° rem ained 
quilted codpiece and y* free 

but his cock sprang free. 



both 



K ova caressed his own part lovingly, 

the natural lubrication auto ™ atlca * * 
distributed by the action. The walnut 
brown organ stood hard and tall. Yet he 

was content to play with it idly, ^motion- 
stared at the Vulcan, who was still motio 

less in the awkward position. 


own breath, his face 


contorted i nfc 

grimace. It was an extended -- nt ° 

the Klingon seemed near hi 




s re i 

he would groan, change position^ 80 » bn^t 


drive on again. 




o 


It became too much for Boh 

n the sti 11 - ar » 


a hasty check on the still 
Human, he interrupted Kova by ■ a Y" UJ *°U» 
heavy hand on his shoulder, an* cln 9 a 
out of the Vulcan. puX Una , 


Kova’s glance was pure i re 
have himl" he snarled. 



I 


"On your knees," the Klingon at last 
demanded, and as the Vulcan complied, Kova 

knelt behind him. With no gentleness at all 

he spread the paper white cheeks, snubbed 
his cock against the wrinkled entrance and 

gave a mighty shove. 

As Spock had forced himself to be com¬ 
pletely relaxed, the action left the Klingon 
off balance but sheathed to the hilt. Kova 
grunted and recovered his balance but said 
nothing. He had more pressing business. 

He began to fuck enthusiastically. It did 
not matter to him that Spock was not really 
participating. At that point, Kova was 
interested in nothing but his own pleasure. 

He found a great deal of pleasure, if 
judgment could be made from the throaty gasps 
he generated. His mustache was wet from his 


"Don’t want the Vulcan scum « * 
replied, giving a jerk to Kova's B °^t 
pulling them down to the other's v^ nts ' 
"You have him. I'll have—you!" * ne os. 
spoke, he pulled his own cock* out: 

it energetically. He gave it a f' ^ ne ^ir> 

spread some spit on it an / W £ *st g 
- ' ' - ’ ‘ 

on 



it towards his partner's body, 
with what you were doing," Bodar 
Wordlessly, Kova did so, holdinq 

into him. * as ’ 


Bodar shoved 


Then they were moving. Bodar 
Spock, who braced himself against th Va ' " 
weight with Vulcan strength, and then d ° ub1 '- 
back into the thrusting. n 

Kova was sweating now, gnawing Wetl 

the Vulcan back and gasping and fuciH« y ° n 

UKln 9 and 
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£u cked and finally yelling out his vic- 
b ein9 collapsing on the bony Vulcan back, 
tori' a 

coock was braced solidly, and Bodar was 

trough yet- Caught between them, Kova 
not tkt acc epting Bodar*s banging thrust 

lay 1 he still touched the Vulcan he was 

w ner eV = sweating. He held onto him for sup- 


rhythm 



P u ir^q He ieit “wticu, uisoriented. 

str °^hina was trying to get his attention... 
Son e . *iiy decided that it was his cock. 

He r iding in the firey crack of the Vul- 

limpiy -■ - ■; -4.44=4;-- 

f krj v — _ — 

try- 


: o sS. x c- ^- J -He 

can S'° ainst Bodar* s heavy stroking, WJ>J - 

fougnt y ^ bacJc enough to aim himself into 

m vulcan ass again. 


the 


who 


This seemed to excite Bodar. 
id and wrestled Kova back into place, 
growie ^ th en, in a flurry of rapid- 

He fl ci-rokes and a gargled cry. 
fire su 

Bodar slipped to the floor, Kova found 
If not as interested in another round 
hin h 6 had thought and sprawled down, too. It 
aS heady relief just to get away from the 
Vulcan. He remembered his duty, though, 
h was turning towards him just as a spike¬ 
fingered hand closed on his shoulder.... 

Spock, still kneeling beside the two he 
-just neck-pinched, turned, seeking his 
tain, to waken him, take these uniforms 

and escape. . 

conscious, and the expression on his 

made no explanation, merely bending over 
bodies and beginning to undress them. 


had 



The Captain was 



Spock 



the 

Kova's clothes would be tight on Kirk, 
short on Spock. Spock considered and then 
set them aside for himself, taking Bodar s 
for Kirk. He passed them, along with Bodar s 
weapon, to his Captain. Kirk mechanically 
began to dress, but his attention was 
on Spock. Finally he shook his head, as if 

trying to clear it. 

They knew what they had to do next: 
escape and get to the shielded shelter that 

was their base— if it were still a 
Finding Klingons on this primitive 
was a surprise. The Federation had , J . , 

it was dealing only with transmissio P 9 

but if it were the Klingons who were 
cepting and altering Federation signa , 
implications were sinister. 




How many Klingon soldiers were --, , 

iat level of technology did they bring w 

Lem? Did they have the cooperation of tne 

tive government? Kirk and Spock ha no 
swers, only some vital knowledge to P^° 
pass on. The only safe place for them 

to be was the shielded cellar* 

They dressed hastily, knowing th a ^ 
u niforms would be an effective < ^ s 9 u ‘j: s nq 
a t a distance, but unable to go na e 
rather conservative natives. 


Kirk recovered enough to take comm 

Zoning for Spock to flatten ^ ims ® roaC hed 
* ln st the wall as he cautiously a PP nQ 
*ldoor. it yielded to pressure, 

Was in the hallway. Silent as 
st °le along the corridors, tha 



that it was a native building, no mnnv 
designed to be a prison. It had to £ 

doors for proper security. They wer 
one and down the nearest alloy wit m 

minutes. 

Spock recognized the locale almost 
immediately. He held up two fingers ^ ( P r 
two kilometers, then pointed north. ^ ir 
nodded to show he understood. Far glimpses 
of the brighter colors of the main streets 
and snippets of noise kept pace with the 
fleeing men as they ran through the alleys. 
At last they heard behind them what they 
did not want to hear—gutteral shouts in 
Klingonese. In mutual accord they began 
to run faster, until they were within 
several blocks of their goal. And then 
they could not travel by alley. They had 
to cross an open square. 

They paused to look for Klingons, to 
catch their breath. Kirk pulled his stolen 
shirt off and put it on inside out, and 
Spock, wordlessly observing, did the same. 
Walking naturally, they began to traverse 
the perimeter of the square. It was a 
long walk, and every time a puzzled merch¬ 
ant observed them, every time they were 
jostled by the crowd, they expected to be 

accosted. 


It didn't happen. Perhaps if Kirk had 
been alone he would have given in and run 
the last few yards. With Spock so stoic¬ 
ally calm beside him, he forced himself 
to a steady pace, even as they passed 
safely into the building, went down two 
flights of crude wooden stairs and through 

the hidden panel. 

Inside the room, a slice of the 
Federation existed, a contrast to the 
native culture that was very obvious. 

Clear, even lighting, comfortable furni- 

designed for Human/Vulcan anatomy, 

beds that were more than a pallet on the 
floor, food and water that could be con¬ 
sumed without testing. Kirk sighed his 
huge relief and quickly went to the chest 
that held their clothing. He stripped off 
tbe scratchy Klingon cloth gratefully. 

But he did it with his back to the room 

and his shoulders stiff• 


Jim had put on his uniform. They 
had been wearing light, informal civilian 
clothing when here before, and it was 
four days until pick-up. But Jim had put 
on his uniform. The significance was not 
lost on Spock, and he also put on his 

uniform. 


The Captain had put tea and coffee 

■he table and was seated. He did not 

; directly at Spock when he sat down, 

_ _ J all naht? Not 


“I am not hurt." Spock replied, gazing 
. v,,- caDtain with outward calm. He could 

see the ripple along Kirk’s neck as the 

Human swallowed, hard. Yet a long minute 
passed and Kirk seemed to have nothing to 

say. 


Spock knew what was on his mind. He 



ft <'’> ,c> 


had known for two years that this time would 
come. He had not known that his sexual pre¬ 
ference for men would be so graphically demon¬ 
strated to Jim Kirk. He had always known that 
it would be difficult for the Captain to accept 


two 


years ago, Spock in 

twisting and sweating th- 
explanation. Bisexual 

T* Pring.... 


»«4 

38 


* 
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The Vulcan fought down a warmth at the 
thought. It was Kirk who most attracted him, 
of all the men he had ever met. Yet he knew, 
too, that Jim Kirk was not for him. The man' 
heterosexuality was legend. Spock could 
accept that fact, had accepted it long ago. 
But his body had been aroused and denied 
only an hour 1 ago, and it yearned. He con¬ 
trolled it. 


A factual report, he decided, would be 
most acceptable to Kirk. Without preamble, 
he began. "Captain, when I became aware... 
conscious, in the cell, I heard our guards 
discussing the...sexual use of our bodies. 
Escape was of primary importance. I could not 
overpower them both, and you were unconscious. 
I determined that the sexual contact they 
desired would allow me to control the 
tion. Through the physical contact, I was 
able to gain access to the mind of the one who 
touched me. I projected his sensations to the 
other guard. He was receptive to the idea of 
participation and abandoned his post, 
both were sexually expended, I was able to ^ 
render them unconscious with the neck pinch." 


Spock interrupted his 

have felt that, as my Cant»* ° u 9ht* 
you should know of it. ? an<j * "l 

to introduce the subject ■ d n °t v? 
hands on the stoneware o*f K< He W* 

it slowly as he continued 5 >3? 

certain of your personal on^ 1 
feel this information redu^ nion »- ^ ’ 

ness as an officer under your X 

will make arrangements for » Con ®ianrt 

"You're talking nonsense,. „ ' 

my crew s sexual preferences" 1 Ca te .. 
rid of somebody because of ,, Th 4t 

shocked that Spock would cons'i* 
prejudiced. . 


r ft r A i . v 

w? 

// 4 V. 

V A***’'* 


tP 
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rjpjo 
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<kc" e 
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Sv 
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frowned, "Do 
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I am not speaking nonsense 
attribute to you those negative \ 1 * 

istics. I postulate a future a crUr act*. Qt 

- ?*****, 


'fife C ° 

i 


where my own 


become 


i 


similar taste to 


friendship, rumo r 


fyr i* 

*y 


will 


Pro, 


When 


"Me?" Kirk laughed. 


_ "With 

tion, another rumor or two won’t 
affectl" 


ll 

have ®UcK 






S9° s f 


"Which explains 
you..." Kirk cleared 
"with both of them." 


Fucking with both of 


why I woke up to see 
his throat awkwardly. 
He couldn't say it: 
them. 


Perhaps not. I have not found 


who have congress with their 


own 


thos e 


$ 


npe e 

to** 


universally 


be 


*U0 


t* e p iab 


"Affirmative. I regret that it caused 


At Spock's cryptic reference, 

^ ^ ^ _ _ n ^ 


lOt 


you distress," Spock replied 


Kirk opened his mouth, closed it, then 


a 

ship 




know? 


Does anybody 


*? 


s 


to* 


ies 


shrugged and 
all right." 



honestly, "It was a surprise 


Dr. McCoy. 


It is the time to tell him, thought Spock, 
resolutely. "Were you aware...” he stopped 

and met Kirk's asking eyes. 

continue, but he forced himself. 

The words floated in tne 


• Spock did not mention the 

effect of a certain strain of Human bacteria 
on his digestive tract, and the explanation 
he had been forced to give the medical 


•1 


rep 


liec 


t 




It was hard to 

"... that 


McCoy had been professional about 
the incident, asking for no intimate details 
and refraining from teasing. But he had 


aati° n 

to trtia 


I am bisexual?" 

surrounding them 


told Spock at the time, that he felt the 


Captain should be informed. 


have* 

tori* 




"No. I didn't know that," Jim Kirk 
answered, his voice almost normal. 


»I do not wish you to be con ?®™ed 

psychological or physical dam ^® b ® C 

a same sex union. There was none. 


about 


And now, Spock realized, he should re¬ 
port to McCoy for a physical because of the 

unknown medical implications of Klingon 

He was not looking 


cuali 

iist« 


material in his system 


of 


forward 


sexv 


Did McCoy..." Kirk began testily. 


cre\ 


is i 


"You enjoyed it?" 
accusation in the Human s voi 


There was a trace of 


xpressed* opinions”on the subject. 


Dr. McCoy is qui te... neutral « 


Sab 


his e 


and 


"Negative 


the 


telepathic aspect 


not 


I...no. Because of 
of what I was attempting, 

oacnrp of 9. transitory 
I did experience some Pleas ( | 

nature. It was the ^ina about his own 

sexuality with the same ration £ J d 
he used for any sublet that intere 


"Oh. 


him. 


t Good." Kitk . f taid h with l £ei5 ned 
second cup °* ^f^/cooped up here f<« 

casualness, We 1 can't g° out 

days waiting for pickup, 
all—too risky- 

as to cu 

"Do you need assu ^® n y as a trifl e t0 ° 

duct?" The Vulcan voice 




ti 


t 


c 


exhausted 


gulp 



"I never 


* , Kirk took a deep 

Confused 

of his now cool . dis 

' - . a h Here he was# naviny 

suspected. He with Spock. 

cussion of **.- a _ m Lhered the last conver 

he'd had with Spock aoouu 


cold. 


Kirk wa? 


both 


be 


hasty m “:' erDtet ed. 

doubted your mtegri y 


Bisexual? 




have 


m£VEK 


sation 
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motives?, thought Spock: Do 

only ^ suspect u ~'-’ t *- 

v/mi ? 


C?n*-» .o Suspect how much I feel, now 

susP eC l from you? It was easy when you 
j want J . coul d be with you and be 

^ not K?° h * t hat. Now your eyes will meet 
lx * t et\t "^ere will always be a question in 


how 


terms with it. The tortoise c ®tche 0 in fie. 
the hare, he thought, with am 
Your Pi rest- Of f i np.r could TO 


the hare, he thought, with a to , 

Your First Officer could make Y ou're 
satisfy anyone, man or woman. Q Hi 

in half the race, Jim Kirk. *et he di 

fool 


iin e 
^ein* 


nan \-nts l dvjt; 

feel inadequate. 


.iv,- _ only 

Yet he didn't 


thoughts touched his expression 
jjis tn y '*My apologies. Captain, f 

ith sa fyours," he said softly. 

Jubti ng y .... 



Spock seemed 
'em," Kirk 


cu to be frowning, 
offered casually. 


"Penny 


. understanding flooded his face 

K ^ rlc ? it was all right between them 

,d.s udd «chess?", he offered. 


"I regret that I could see no o 
method than telepathic suggestion to e 

our escape," he said as he looked up. 




The sexual part isn’t even what s 
bothering him the most, Kirk realized, w 
a bit of a shock. It was using his mind 

a . 1 tr *1 1 _■ 


the Klingonsl 


"Look at it this way. vve 
a bad situation and nobody got 
have absolute proof of Klingon 
we have the uniforms. And we’ 


We 


we have the uniforms. And we y 

We've done worse things for fewer resu s 


got out of 
killed. We 
activity— 
re safe here. 

i « 


"I am not 
Spock said dryly. 



that that is a comfort. 


ft was 

• ,,c " Kirk said, diffidently. "All we've got," Kirk pointed out, 

.-I'm curious, w i th & wave of the pawn in his^hand. 

"Wishing otherwise is useless. 


Spock looked up 


calm on the 



y inside 


„„ the Castle Mile?" He named a 
Joufmales-only club on Argelius. 


That was true, 
wish you had not 



et, Spock thought, I 
me intimate with them 



„ who never frequented any of 

bars *and ? bath houses of any planet, did 


laborate 


Had there been another^ay? ^ad^he le^ 
his body choose for '' t to any Vulcan. 

consideration was abhorrent to a y 

Had he allowed the Kimgons more use 

thsn circumstances demanded. 


"Pity. v= “"V ( J 

Les were even half true. 


I've always wondered if the 


»I understand they are not," Spock 


He could not deny that he drew pleasure 
from a male member put into hrm, from the__ 

_nassion flowing i 


e d carefully* 


from a male member put in from another 

mating and the passion c | ude in technique 

mind. The Klingon had been cru ^ ^ ^ 

and primitive in his lu • d __ since Spock 

-- long— eigh1 :.rencipher/longer 1 than that 


Kirk didn't ask his thought s turned 

at sort of relationships b P ided 

Who and what and where. 



had ha ^ 3 had"taken 11 the”dominating role and 

SSd^l^. Partnerys willing flesh. 

chosen hedonistica y. 


Had 


mw v.*.— - 

sk another question 


rmly 


It made 



E U wit“ d; 1 i don't a want e to^ makfany 


He reigned his ™ - “‘s da nger in 
no difference now tt rs the presence 

considering sexua by ac c ide nt, 

of James Kirk, n eveu - 

m 


it with, "1 aon U 

some faux pas, with...w 


I understand, l am “^^ t ,2" Bnterprise 

ly with any member of tne ir It 

past or present," he “if Spe cifically. 

advocated in regulat * . Q f command 

q a n dealing with chain oi , 


I am not involved 


of James Kirx. . ^ veSt 

hi® .., .u: „ iitiman would be 


his friend- 


Human wouiu -- he schooled 

snip wxuii -- Therefore, ne *1 

He would not ^^ rtallie * to such effect that h 


his mind to the game, 


-xn reyuA« r -»- - Q f command 

tion 84 B, dealing wl h__^ ^ rnmoa 
olations of the co 


won it at last. 


compact. 


Right," Kirk interrupted with a smile- 

5rstood. have seXUa 


Denying Kirk 

work instead, and when an option , he 



Jistouu. nc vaavi*. - — • fhpr He 

.ps with crewmembers, ei „fnr awhile* 

his attention to the gain . to the 

There was a 


work instead, and whei^o ionger an option, 1 

gem-perfect r and ys passed; he^ecame , 

|t 6 leading ^^all^one-sided conversations. 

m aia.»ot .u» £*" i„t^, th« ai.- 


Spock's sexuality. 

- m _ 


There was a 

t ft 


c 


esubiect of sexuaifhy* f on q£ ship . s S er- 

when they " ^ nlDes . 


^sexuality 



my. Spock, by associa b ^ s mind* 

ightly different stature Kirk's 

3k some mental adjustmen r f he had 

With his reputation * er iority over 

felt a small sense of s P ^ 


Sottas nei bagpipes 


-^u a omaii 

i that department. 

1 4- r.4.. inn o Ilf 


It was like a 


md it stung a little 



he came to 


nmhled about "how the admiral 
Kirk haa mumbl d^ thia damned 

had managed 
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mission 1" Spoc^had^efraineujro, 

trouble^ at ^^/^h as usual be- 

ueenltes. Yet Spook sensed a small change, 

and several times he sensed Kirk staring 
him when Spock was turned away. . . 

Both were definitely relieved when 
pickup ship arrived. They were assigned a room 
to share on the shuttle, but neither o 
spent much time there. Four days in one small 
room made larger rooms and diversity attractive 
even to Spock. Spock had the use of the ship 
science computer. Kirk became ^volved in a 
flirtation with one of the ship s officers. 




They finally reached Starbase 8 and were 

and returned to the Enterprise . 


Scotty reported all repairs and changes com- 

Dlete . They were ready to go. In a f y 
of activity the Captain sent them towards 
Alpha Durona, and if there were more haste 
than the orders called for, no one noticed 

Perhaps no one noticed the energy the 
Captain put into his work during the next 
few weeks. At least two people were aware 
that the Captain’s schedule involved little 
association with the First Officer outside of 

duty shifts. 

Spock reacted to the neglect by with¬ 
drawing into his work. Xn his quiet research, 
he practiced patience. He was not really hurt 
by the change. He was willing to give Jim 
Kirk all the time he needed to come to terms, 
to adjust. It might have been easier if 
Spock had confessed to an on-board lover. 

Then the relationship with Kirk might have 

friendship only, and he 





might have been able to relax. 


Knowing his Captain, he had enough con¬ 
fidence in Kirk's character to be satisfied 
that, when Jim Kirk found a comfortable 
adjustment, he would communicate to Spock 
the role he expected Spock to play. And 
Spock, who knew exactly how important Jim 
Kirk was to him, would take up that role and 

play it, without objection. 


The ship's Doctor, on the other hand, 
watched the Captain ignore the First Officer, 
and seethed. McCoy was also aware of the 
shifting scales, and having both more and 
less faith in Human nature than Spock, there 
came a day when he showed up at Kirk's door 
with two glasses and a tall, black bottle. 


Jim, curious, welcomed the Doctor and 
settled him on one side of the small table 
that graced the Captain's quarters. The table 
that seldom saw any use other than to hold the 
chess board. Perhaps it was that which gave 
Kirk a premonition of what was on the Doctor's 
mind. At any rate, he was not surprised when 

McCoy began straightforwardly. 


"I hear Spock finally told you," McCoy 
said with a sip of the fine wine Kirk had 

poured out. 

"You could have heard that only from 
Spock," the Captain pointed out from over 

his glass. 

"True." The Doctor studied Kirk*s face 


for signs of stress and 


reaction from Kirk. 


Wai tOd £ 


"Well?” Kirk prodded 


o t 


f 



the Doctor stall this * 

tion. Bones had someVhu iy vy.,Y u 


tion. uones naa somethin*/ n the * to 

Better to kick it around^ 




you? 





exploded. 


"Oh, for God's sake, 


Son 


os i» 


"Bothers you.” 


nod, a trifle too se, it w itK 


"As a matter of fact 
I talked it out rather com P w el s Poc k , 


doesn't bother me." 


him in 


"Which is why you've h ar*i 

in weeks. " hardly SpQk 


We’ve been busy. Doctor „ 


you haven't noticed, down in‘e< ? r ma V k a 

Kirk was elegantly sarcastic blckb{ *Y.» 


"Busy? I suppose, 
truth." McCoy seemed to 
attention to his drink. 


w^ignori 


giving £^1* 


mean 


"What the...what's that 
?" Kirk demanded irately. Pp0Se<i to 


"If 


Spock had been stabbed, vou ,„ , 
y case continually. ul d hav« 


been on my case continually, at , hig U '? 


every minute, until 

you 


out. Seeing as how he was only raJ^ 
don't want to hear about it." p 


"He wasn't 


into silence 


" Kirk's voice fadea 



"You don't know, do you?" the Doctor 


"Raped?" Kirk repeated. 


"Got any other word for a forced 


I doubt Spock," he emphasized, 
"did it for the S&M thrill of it all. In 


suspect he did it partly to keep a 


fat Klingon cock out of your own virgin 

" His words were striking home— Ri 


was wide—eyed and still, his glass for¬ 


gotten in his hand. 


"He's.. .okay?" Kirk asked at last. 


McCoy snorted. That was better. 


MCV-Oy bUUiLCu. - . t 

ie’s all right. I'm just pointing - 

. t .. H 4 .v-.a 4 - vmi ve Deeu 


1 


p 


. more gently, -that you'v «^ 

voiding the incident mentally 


t 


voiding tne wciuh.c . ing up 

lysically. Gave you a shock, 

u • . ja vlinnnTlr 


under 


"Under two," Kirk said grimly 


Two? 


McCoy's eyebrow flick® 4 ®' 

^ B I L 1 ^ 


fucking 


r and the lirtic - 
liar daisy chain. 


fucking 


"And Spock?" 


t 

, > .{* t> 

0 r o y 

/ y 
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u 




:C i 
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yy 

i vkO.rfl 

?v>° 
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e' aZ 
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QC 


t e K 


<t* 


1*. C 


^ * 
&0 y * 

V- nC 
«\,0 C 

l C 

i *■ 


»flO' 


f L,d, 

i tie csi 

add r ® ip 

yt 1 


it 


the 


wa ve 


rin? 


II 


ddin9 


"S 


observe 
you'd ro 

her nam 


grounde 

case of 


interes 
troubl? 


•1 f 


"You'd 


way! 

fione S) 


taw 


couldn't see. 


npC v-pincne°, 
He ne«E d0Iie , 


practically the minute 


they 


were 
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n 


L* V 


. " McCoy said thoughtfully. 

"Y° ur ftSa ^ vir 9 in ' isn’t 


Then 


10 




•r-i r*k shot him a none-of-your-businoo 

K but answered, “Yes." Slness 

Too bad." 


uspi 


"Thought so. 

HToo bad?" Kirk whipped his words out 
c iously- 


„ yoU and Spock have a good friendship 
j-hips make a good basis for a sexual 
Fr j e ?ionship." The Doctor didn’t make his 
re -stion directly, going carefully. 


s ug9 e 


"Spock doesn’t want me!" Kirk said 


jnfidently 


"Don't be so damned sure. Spoc] 
hat he wants. Vulcan, Human, male, 
ow wf- Qr rat her, I think he knows exactly 

he wants. A certain kind of acceptance. 
? when he finds it, he'll take it, whatever 
d it comes in. But you can bet your 
[den nacelles, he's thought about you and 



"Look, he doesn't want me. 

., h _. s never screwed anybody on the 
j U st like me: he keeps his 

ff it." 

"How much of that is happenstance? 
think he'd turn you down? You, his best 
riend, because of that?" McCoy was still 
^dressing his remarks to the table and the 




aiass, but he could see Kirk's 
in the liquid, a white, open-mouthed, 

wavering circle. 

"It's against regs, anyway," Kirk was 
adding. 

"Sure, and you know how well they’re 
observed. I heard you, youfsel f '. sa L^ s 

you’d make a play for that Admiral—what s 

her name, Lori something—ifyou ever ^ 

grounded for some reason. Tha „r> n f lictinq 
case of two people with probably conflict! g 

interests, getting together. ou 

trouble thinking of that! " 


. , lG J lds bip. Spock especially. You ^‘ ve f 
think of what he's had to do, how he s had 
to change, just to be your friend? Salvage 
what you can. if you can." He sighed into 
. ls 9lass, watching his breath make ripples 
ln garnet liquid and wondering if his 

words would affect Kirk even as much as his 
breath moved the wine. 

He made up his mind. "Spock has so 
much love to give, Jim," McCoy whispered. 

"You can say that?" Kirk asked, sur¬ 
prised. 

"If you can't see it, you're a bigger 
damned fool than you've given me to believe!" 
McCoy snapped. 

"You're telling me about Spock?" Kirk 

demanded. 

"I'm telling you about you," countered 
McCoy. "I'm saying that if you choose wrong, 
you don't get a second chance. But if you 
know you can't love Spock that way, don't drag 
it out. Don't drag out the hope he might have. 
Give him a chance for love somewhere else. He 

needs it." 

"I understand. Bones." Kirk was tired. 

Weeks of pressure, and the wine dragged at his 
eyes. He was tired of having McCoy here. 

"I really do," he said, sincerely. 

"Good." There was a little wine left in 
the bottom of his glass. McCoy drank it. 

"Don't make mistakes the other way, either. No 
good mistaking one kind of love for another. 
Thinking you can make a go of it on wishing 
it were so. I've done that. My wife was a 
tiger and I tried to make her into a housecat. 
It...didn't work. Well,...we are what we are. 

•"The air is the air'," Kirk quoted 
softly. 


"There's that, too," McCoy agreed, 
referring to pon farr. He saw that Jim 
followed the thought. “That, too, he 

almost to himself. Then, wl ^ h 'V, 

half-groan, he abruptly stood. 1 we h my 

^ jj e s hook his head, 


say 


I...aw, Jim!" 




"That's different!" Kirk protested. 



tne uoccu-l y 

But not for Spock. 


"Isn't," countered the Doctor 

i'd buck the 

built that 

with a man, 



"Damn it. Bones, I'm not 
I can't! I can't! 


Not 


Not even with Spock!" 

"Sit down." McCoy advised. 

Kirk seemed surprised to find himse 

out of his chair. 


He sat 


Kirk stood, too, and followed the 
slumping Doctor to the door. "You want the 

bottle?" 


••You keep it," McCoy advised. 

more than I do, his tone implied. 


You need it 


••Thanks. For everything," Kirk said. 


"Yeah." 


The Doctor's hand rested briefly 


on Jim's 


shoulder and then he was gone 


Kirk b ?ottle experimentally. Half 

then h ®5 t ’hn 1 f h empty. He poured his glass full 


He sat, and 


. . H McCoy said, full—or half empty. 

Y'see, this is the point, Mctoy fu ii 

^ng off the glasses. "Now yo .. 

•ont Spock with it, or let it ride. 

" A _ A 


You 


fhfi air'," he said to the 

"'The air is thea^, " 0 h, 


ont Spock with it/ Qnock 

all into a relationship W1 « ve always 

« nyni. 1 ..._w came as you ve 


s pretty much the same 
and that's fine. 


you've 

”7 it with 

But y° u c d ° iend ship- 

e Ves open. Spock, and hi , hroW away* 

not something you can jus your 

know hr,,., much .1.., both put into y 


m and drained his glass. 

empty room^ df and said again, "Oh. 

s P° ck! „ if pulled by a dozen gravities 

S P° C w;,d went down into his arms and he 


cried. 
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by Sethera Dragon 


This vignette is an epilogue to STAR TREK: Ttit, 
MOTION PICTURE, and echoes the exalted passion of 
the Sickbay scene and the V'ger transfiguration. Settn 
Dragon is a talented professional artist who presently 
lives in Illinois. When her professional commitments 
allow, she both illustrates and writes for K/S zines. 


She is also a fantasy and science ficl 
work has appeared at SF convention 
examples of her ink and pencil work 
in ALIEN BROTHERS. 


beautiful 


The 



Kirk gazed about the Bridge. 
ENTERPRISE was now in deep space, having 
once again cleared Earth's solar 
V'Ger was no longer a threat. Everyone 

, well, a bit euphoric; Kirk felt 

it too. The last three days had been... 
overwhelming, to say the 




Kirk surveyed his Bridge crew. 

_ _ m % - - - -- -— — 


They 


all had, each in his or her own manner, 
triumphed in personal ways Kirk could only 
guess at—all in these last 72 hours. As 

for himself, if he hadn’t exactly triumphed, 

he'd sure as Hell come to grips with certain 

of his own psyche. When the shake- 



aspects or ms uwu - 

down was over, perhaps he could even go 


back to his desk job. 


Kirk fought back the 


instant rebellion that the thought created. 

In reflex, he glanced around toward the 
science station and frowned: Where was Spock. 
An as yet nameless lieutenant sat at the 

station. 



w _ Spock had announced 24 hours 

, ao that^hewould not be returning to Vulcan, 

a y v ^ _ _t. •_, +-Kan inef n 


Ever 



Kirk had wanted nothing more than just to 
talk to his lost and found friend. 


Perhaps 


Spock had gone to an early dinner. Bones 
had already begun harrassing Spock about 

being underweight. 


Kirk stifled a moment of 


envy 


Kirk rose from the command chair. 

"Uhura." 

"Sir?" 
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Sw it i*ou c<in loc<tto Spock--wi thout 
v1isturbin<3 hm. After all, thought Kirk, 

could bo meditating. Ho leaned against 
rail near communications and idly watched 
main viewscroen. He would never tire of 
vista. 






“Sir* Mister...Commander Spock is in 
the observation room on Engineering Deck." 

Kith a quick, nod and smile of thanks, 
Kirk stepped lightly to the turbolift. 



ne ODservation rooms on engineering 
. more cubicles than rooms, were a 
favored meditation area of the ENTERPRISE 

Kirk rather hoped that the privacy 
ouldn't be on. It wasn't. Still, 
just a bit awkward when the door 
slid back. It occurred to him as he crossed 





the threshold that he didn't really know 
what he wanted to talk to Spock about. A 
part of him just wanted to be in the Vulcan's 

But he steadfastly ignored the 
question that cried out in his mind, and had 
done so repeatedly over the past three years: 
why did you leave ? He'd resolved not to ask 
, now or ever. It was enough that Spock 

. The door slid shut behind him. 
tall, dark silhouette before the port 





didn 


A 



Spock's meld 
found effect on 




with V'ger had had a pro 
the Vulcan, and Kirk was 
about him. 



hands off 
, Jim." 


for a time 
the tears out of 


McCoy had 
: "Let him sort it out 

But Kirk couldn't get 
his mind, nor the 


laughter 
that hand 


nor the desperate reaching of 

None of those things 

_ A 



could be adequately dealt with during the 


V'ger emergency 


Perhaps now... 


move. 


Moments passed and still Spock did not 
Surely, Vulcan hearing.••• 


Embarrassed and 

Kirk turned to leave 



a little silly. 


"Please remain, Jim," intoned Spock 


without moving. 


-I...I don't want to dl ? tur ^ o y °“' d 
Kirk replied softly, yet moving to stand 

l h e Vulcan at the observation port 


beside 



pock made 
unmoving 


the port. 



Once again 


Kirk resisted the compulsio^just_to 

>ok at the Vulcan, ... hadn’t worn 

Lraculous appearance sti * n 

t. instead, he also fixed his gaz 

slowly changing star-scape. h e 

was overcome with the sense that he 

tu.ny [f l 3“^ 

tld K pl S; e “ a it- k S n”t 1 r' 

ltly ('being in active ship coniaand 

Sti.fylW a. that was. 

ft** iound it «>SS. th M S tKin, 

so much a 


oven to save hinmcslf from *-w 

abaence had caused. Pai.^ 


"Nor I." 

Kirk turned, 


2k, 


Amazed and concerned v 

his urge to reach out. piJ Kir * r* p , 

tears were coursing down ° nc ® 

cheeks, tiny rivulets that^ e lar *i£ ln ' 

points of starlight in the di.^'A 
servation room. Piru 

ob, 

"Spock?" Kirk managed. 

It...it is curiously satisfy 

** Yii\q % * 


what? 




Kirk didn't understand 

•bers. • . among ruv. „ 
for the words he*hL Sp< ** 

•my friends. Among th* N 

x so deeply.- H e turn^ *4 

his hands drop from 

sides. hi 5 



whom I. . .i-c< 
ly, letting 
back to his 

Jim, I too feel that sense of 
, unlike yourself, for the 
time." Spock turned back toward th* 
his voice barely audible: "i n leavi P ° rt ' 
sought to end my conflict.. .and my paV* 




^rst 


owe 


Spock," 
me any explanations 


Kirk interrupted. 

It’s 


you are back. 


^°u don't 

enough that 


No. 



It is not enough," Spock re P u ed 
simply, and after a breath continued. "o nc6 
my decision to go to Gol was made, I could 
not endure any farewells. I told myself 
that logically any leavetaking would only 
be an acknowledgement of the emotions of 
which I sought to rid myself. I offer this 
not as an excuse—there can be none for the 
pain I have caused—it is only an 

Kirk blinked rapidly against the 
blurring in his eyes. 

n j regret. • • • " Spock bowed his 
and turned slightly toward his Human 
"Jim, I hurt you. Hurt myself. Y 

forgive?" 

manage 

his 



head 



upper 


"MV friend..., ” Kirk couldn't 

more. This ^ me ^ spock 's 

impulse and firmly grasped sp 

arm 


Again Spock bowed his hea ^ r ^ d MUcti 

lightly in a ^ W f n d ^ emotionally 

,tate. Yet Spocx t of . iri 


s 



5 


so ** tr — 7 , , 

, yet Kirk admitted 

Id not change it even 


part of himself. J*' grateful, 

admitted to himself^ ^ at last. 


e current 

Vtaui ~-. - 4-hOUClh the ** . • m The^ 

tact to continue, t | helBe a hi®. ^ 

amazingly, the control^ wj^ 

ot emotions b=o«»e ^ ^ » I,«) 

Kirk's control_s_^ nl . ed his resoi 


“fnfedhS 
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N ow Vulcan control was consciously set 
n iS»* for the first time in Spock's adult 

life- 

„ Jim , I would answer the question you 

, d not have asked." 

Kirk understood immediately. He re- 
d Spock's arm, sensing instinctively 
lea it would be easier for the Vulcan, 
that ns easier for himself as well, without 
P er r ontact. Part of Kirk wanted to know. 
that H r part, a half-hidden part, curled in 
A n °. pif, strangely fearful of Spock's 
on itS fn his unspoken question. 

repiy 

qnock leaned forward and uncharacteris¬ 
tic grasped the railing in front of the 
• Liy y could no longer deny the 


tic aiiy y 

vie^ fi £elt 

efflOtl° _• 


_ I could no longer deny the 

p er i enC ed for this ship and the 
love _ Urtar ^ her. Nor could I deny my 


° ve aboard her. Nor could I der 
peopf e for you...nor accept them. Therefore 
feeliny purge myself of them altogether 

I S u discipline of the Kohlinar." 


J n S the’discipline 

Kirk leaned close against the railing, 
it truly hurt you so much to...love?" 

^peered at Spock. 

"Vulcans do not love, not in any manner 
,,onld recognize." Spock sighed deeply. 
y° u d j W as ashamed." He shook his head, 
fraiahtened, and once again clasped his 

hands behind his back. "But that alone 

did not drive me away." 

"Did I. . . ? " 


firm. 

Jim." 


Kirk had to ask it. 

"No." Spock's reply 

"You did nothing to drive me away, 


immediate 


"Spock 


if your feelings of love 


II 


didn't force you.. . . 

"Love did not drive me away, James. 
Desire did." 

Kirk blinked, open mouthed. 

"Desire which mounted beyond enduring, 
desire I could no longer ignore. Des 
that threatened to break all pa * 

Spock turned away, struggling to ? 
back waves of terror without resor 

to Vulcan controls. 

Kirk could only stare at Spock s 
Words crept without volition from 
He wanted, and did not want, to know. 


II 


back 

lips 


him. Sweat trickled down his sid<.’ benca 
his uniform shirt. 


At 

Spock's 
both know 



the dark eyes met 
-v-v, was a rough, sad 
the answer to that." 



his 

whi 


own 

sper 


"We 


Kirk could not speak, could not rep y 

against the dry cotton that filled his 
mouth. He could only stare, his thoughts 
a descending spiral of grief: God, my God, 

...Spock knows. He knows. He knows...• 

"Therefore," Spock continued, "I will 
seek reassignment when we reach Starbase V. 

I cannot expect your forgiveness. Perhaps 
in time you will at least understand. It 
was...it _is beyond my control." 

Slowly, with as much dignity as he 
could manage at this, the most painful moment 
of revelation and of loss that he had ever 

known, Spock turned to the observation room 
door. It would lead him to an uncertain 
future, but at least he would cause the 
Human he loved no further pain. 


"Desire for what , Spock?” ^^g P | mo ng 

referred to acceptance: a P surely# 

people who valued and loved him. S«e y, 

uldn't mean.... After a H' P Nor 
n; beyond that, Spock was ( S P 0 ^i ina> 

pock the only expert at -, d; l' S ^ ver tantly? 
shivered; had he slipped iaa ^_ llv 

something that Spock ha long 

Ked up on? Perhaps Christine had^at^ ^ 

1 broken through Spock s icy 
Uhura?.., someone else? 

The tall, austere figure ^y^ d u eS ide 

od rigidly, fear a shalloW h ^ e d within 
1 unaccustomed panic that churned w 


Kirk choked out one word, and Spock 


froze 


" No ! " 


Spock turned. It would not be easy, 
but if Jim Kirk still wished to address him, 
Spock would listen. If Jim Kirk asked 
questions, Spock would answer. He °we 1S 
man at least that...and more. Regardless, 

the humiliation.... 


"Spock, 
cause of me. 
me to forgive 
to forgive. 


go...if you must, but not be- 
Not to spare me. You asked 
; I tell you there is nothing 
v <=. When you stepped back onto the 
Bridge, I felt as if my world had come back 
into focus. I'm not sure how or when, but. 


Kirk's voice broke, ragged, "do so because 


you must, 
Dear Godl 


II 


_ Not for my sake, Spock. 

Not for my sake! Not again!" 



Kirk closed his 
self with one hand 



and steadied him- 
the railing. 


Suddenly, a hard strength was holding 

Kirk supporting him upright agains a 

nmbness in his legs. He clutched at the 

strength and found Spock's s h°^ d ® rs . a "^ 
back beneath his hands. He held fast to 

that incredibly warm strength. 

Alien and Human clung to one another in 
a state o? mutual shock. To find themselves 
a % hp midst of something so long denied... 
it was enough to remain thus, wrapped in one 

another's arms. 

Thev remained unmoving, afraid of more, 

• 11 1 n a to accept less. Neither was 

entirely steady. Kirk kept his eyes closed. 

entirely . a little boy again. If 

IP them closed, then maybe, just maybe, 

he k fM h and the arms holding him wouldn't 

"^ish Slowly the panic and pain subsided. 

twas real! His arms were real. The 
!a?mth radiating from the hard chest against 
"^k's own was real. He drew a deep, cleans 
• rt hreath. Only then did he feel the in 
in nely rapid beat of Spock's heart against 
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his abdomen and the 

would alwavQ v that 
who bJ ^ ^member 

nad crossed the 


moment t he‘ n ° r benea th 

r. thai Spoors* 6d ' a " d 

-tance S ^ e :- ‘he on 


aware of°the b^y S ^-_“ intensely 

Vulcan stirredlii^t?^ K against him- The 
P^ace, his arms locked bUt re mained in 

1 can...i w=„,. ^.°?? ed around Kirk. -spook 

Kirk's 


1 can...! want to? d around K “ 

words came low and 1 ^® Wlth this - 
were right; it is a br«»v?’ " Can yw*»”xou 
for us both. can you a»»° f a “ P atte ms 

turned y h?;-;^/°“« a liin9 to 


try?" 

hut not quite 

*If ^ *"■ vaumg one eleqan 

live*with Y that? n too" Whis P ered - "I can 

' Kirk swallowed 



unles 


but 


The Vulcan did 



maintaining his 
and shoulders 


move 



the wide, hazel 






then, straightening, 
around Kirk's 
looked at last into 

Kirk 


©yes, earnest, open. 



"I shall not 
intoned solemnly. 
So you shall be." 




my t'hy'la. 


Spock 
So you 


Kirk felt the arms tighten ever so 
slightly about him. 


releasing him 
hand. 


Then Spock backed away. 
The Vulcan raised his 





. Kirk knew it was not 
the Vulcan greeting, but he was not certain. 
Spock's eyes did not leave Kirk's as slowly 
Kirk matched his gesture with 


his right hand 
They touched their hands together, and - 
slowly Spock began the ancient 


There would be others. Human as well as 
Vulcan, but this Spock would share, now and 


forever, only with this being before him 


He continued to hold the Human's gaze. 


reaching out carefully with his inner self 


Kirk shuddered at the first touch of 


Spock's mind. 




opened himself to it, and 

_y they'd both long since 

reached back to Spock. He had 
no idea how long Spock maintained the l ir '^‘ 
between them, but when it was over, it 
him trembling. He understood many things 

both did. One day soon he would 

, but til then, 

Spock was functional: the hand Kirk held 
shook as surely as did his own with a passion 
as deep and as urgent. He drew the han 
behind his back, pulling Spock to him. e 
had experienced the Vulcan touch? now it 

Human. 


now 



pon 




Kirk touched the sloping cheeks. Then, 



the back of Spock's neck, he pulled 




moment they stood, 


to cheek, then his hand traveled 


down 


he 


lowly 


to grasp the Vulcan's shoulder 

■ - m I • 


The 


against Spock's. 


Human lips were cool and yielding 

The Vulcan shuddered. 


Kirk 1 s arms tightened. 


Human 


strength 


The 


changed 


became an 




a 


demand, a call. 


Spock responded to that 

: ound himself being kissed. 

slightly, and 


call, and Kirk 


Vulcan strength 




Spock 1 s thoughts 


sent tendrils of thnn. 
spine. He would hav ^ 111 " 9 ai 

a V la ; mstead, a th ? 9 ?v POd had hi°w 9 M tk , 

Writ's throat. '- nr °aty m oan th “® b,, n c k'. 



Spock pul loci ciWAv au 

"early falling, but Itron Ptl y- 
him. "Thi» -- ron 9 arms 


taj -- Lln 9» but strorm = Kirk 

The intercom," 


and sttp^l^ ai ?{; be ^t;r^ eat6d “i 
He hoped he sounded normal?’ Klr 





r * her° ftt 


e.» 


was Uhura f, Mi 

nformed the Bridge that the Sc °tt 

systems are set- f__ ^ain imnni 


* A Ai:t ft 


systems are set for stage four ^ in P*lae 
I initiate them, or would you!.^?« ts * Sh 

ft ft a * 


. . " Ah ' no ' that's fine, Uhura 

initiate test runs. I• H be i n i 


And 


up" 


unles 


something unusual 


Profit' 


comes 


sir. 


I understand. Admiral, sieen w-i, 
Uhura cut the intercom. P Wel l» 


Kirk couldn't suppress 
doubt that she understands, 
isn't exactly on my mind." 


a smile 
And 


Jim, 


in twenty minutes. 


if you don't mind, i' U join 

irmfoc n ■* u 


Kirk could only nod before Spock 
out the observation room doorway. 


was 


it it it 




Kirk stepped out of the fresher and 
slipped on his robe. He adjusted the temp 
erature controls of his cabin to a few 
degrees higher than normal. 


He wanted, no, he needed a drink, t 
S aurian Brandy was tasteless fire passing 
over his tonque. His mind tumbled with 


over his tongue. 

ft ^ ^ ^ 



and failed. 


u<=: • uxo tiixiiu tumbled wxuu 

all of which he tried to ignore, 
^ Suddenly, he laughed, 


cum xuxxi,u. uu«^»xj , How many 

years since he'd been this nervous? 

wc * t /s ,3 i /"3 Ml x r I 14 o c t 1 1 


many, he decided. 


Too 

My Godl He still reeled, 
thinking about it, about Spock. In two 
weeks he'd turn forty. Forty I Was that 
what his obsession with Spock was? Some 
sort of mid-life crisis? No. He sat at 
his desk, palming the glass of brandy. No, 
Spock was unique. His feelings toward 
half-Vulcan friend were unique. Somehow, he 
knew that after this night there would be 

only Spock for him. . . had alwa 


Maybe there had always 

only been Spock for him. Kirk sat b a ck, 
thinking of the women he’d known and 
The numbers alone hadn't been, « e ^' 

Before he’d met Spock, his relationship^ 

had often been satisfying if a bi 

_ _- 4 vn Ippt. . • • 


But then, a career in Sbar ^ 1 ®? t ;:^ t affairs 
wasn't alone in the number of |hort 

It came with the terr i 


department. 


command 


mauu -- , . ^v 

and the ^ginnings^f 


Spock. 


Spock had been so 

impenetrable, unmoveable, so very per_ 

TT 2 1 Hn * 


with the half-Human. 


impenetrable, unwuvw mom ent when 

Kirk couldn't pinpoint t from first 

Snnek had made the transit _ .low. 


c . t +• had been 3 

Officer to friend, it naa u 


care 




particularly on the Vulcan’s 

ful thl jcirk grinned, thinking how slowly 
thoughtfully ha’d courted the Vulcan’s 

*ri en i nad only deepened over the years, 
jiS ,ie f V ing a nee< i rn hem both, filling a 
satif^ their souls that no one el se £ ad 

fjftd, ° r could f 

. r j c moved to refill his glass. He 

ehiH ed in SP i t SK° f i,^ he h ?; gher tempera- 
f elt ^tting- Just thinking about what had 

tu* e 3 A a nd was about to happen aroused him 

hapP en ?^ He willed himself to be calm. 

tr o n giy* m oment five years ago—almost 

„«4-il th snock left for Gol and 


Unti 1 before Spock 

tW o eP ted the admiralty—Kirk had never 
K irk aC inclination toward a same sex rela- 
had any He'd never wanted any man until 

t ionshiP* n , t wan ted one after. Perhaps it 
5 pock« what he'd finally concluded: 

was e ^ a rms of love defy, transcend all 
s om e , ° a n differences or similarities. 
t>arri erS ' ars prior to Spock's departure. 

For tw0 i, y wa iked a terrible line between over- 
Kirk had and friendship. It had been a 

personal pride that he'd never put 

matter of any pressure, never given him- 

5 p°ck nn Fro wning, 

self.away- , 

How ironl w : v --yet perhaps that didn't really 
the same pre-V'ger Spock couldn't have 

matte ^ld what now lay between them. 

accepteu 


given 

he set down his glass. 
All those years Spock had felt 



v<rk turned to the cabin door, 

*7„„ It opened, admitting the Vulcan 

some u h io?e a long, brown robe that had the 
SP ° Ck rich texture of velvet. 


full 


carefully P set*down the glass he was 

»* S' 

“eflimself to look up at the Vulcan, 


It seemed 


L tCU *»-- _ , 

d swayed internally. 


Spock had moved 
The hooded eyes 


i The nooaeu 

andlessly to ., then darted away 

jarded him quizzically, then 


1 down. 


wasn’t the only 


Kirk found a smile. H ® w ?®g at h a nd took 

unnerved. He drew a P appe( j back to 
ck's hand. The dark eyes snapped 

Ih.ic second kiss »»sn't ‘he s.oeUnd 
system overload as had ® heline d to 

a both were almost too o searching: 

This kiss was slow and sea ^ 


3y it. This kiss was BJ - U " • cou ld 
romise, an exploration. un _ 

:k's surprise at the ^®P h e °j oye d exert 

rould have broken ribs xn a ^raint- 

:k responded with greater 
The embrace ended slowly 

- - * Spock 


at its effect 


_; his expression drew a 

his t'hy'la. "At r 

) to make it into bed. 


Kirk was 

sensed his 

low chuckle 

1 1 m not 



Spock's pale blank . »AU 

nue in mild e m ^ )arraSSI ! ien fa arly an 
•0 do was kiss me and I n 


look 


Spock’s expression could only be called 
pleased relief. "i confess that I, too, was 
moved to my biological limits." 

Kirk laughed aloud, realizing happily 
at even in love Spock would always remain 

Spock. 


Spock was not distressed by Kirk's 
laughter, for the love radiating from Kirk 
like the heat of Vulcan's sun was all the 

reassurance he could ever wish for. Sud - 

denly Kirk was hugging him fiercely. 

Right now I don't give a damn about any¬ 
thing in the universe except that I have 
loved you, I do love you, and I always will 
love you," he choked out. 

The tenderness was like a physical pain 
that enveloped the Vulcan. "Always and 
forever touching and touched," paraphrased 
Spock returning Kirk’s possessive embrace. 


At last Kirk pulled away, a rueful 
smile on his lips. He hesitated, not sure 
how to begin. Spock watched him struggle, 
not knowing how to help. 

"God," blurted Kirk, "We've covered 
this galaxy end to end, faced impossible 
odds and bizarre situations. I've seen, 
Hell, I've been to every exotic port in 
every quadrant we've visited, and even a 
few off the beaten track, but...Spock,... 
I've never.... Christ, listen to mei I 
sound like a green cadet! Spock, it s 
just that I don't, I mean I've never.... 
Hell, I'm no virgin, but I've never, 

this is too import...." 


Suddenly, Kirk was caught up in a 
powerful embrace and silenced by a kiss^ 

began'behlnd his 4yes then -shed over hrm, 
svstem. P And with that rush of exhilarati 

came a certainty, a profound knowing, that 


And just as abruptly, he knew h 
eed became primordial, to ^ SpQck 

iS( to know that nev^ certain ty 

eave him, to kn him _ At that mo- 

hat Spock coul another pathway 

tent, another ope w ith verdant fire * 

ppeared, a P or t® Always his links with 

id Kirk under stood ^Al Y ck touching 

Kirk* s 


id KirK ; s k 

? °ck had ^ ee ^°K's thoughts, 

irk’s mind, Kirk was . 


, KirK => 

a+- last here was a patn, 

A^ ■*- a . __ t a The being 


an 



notions. meld> - 

citation to patient i y and^^^J 

hat fully for what was to come. 

Like a golden ^va; that^which^as 

Lrk entered fearl Y be£ore the onslaught 

matter o£ . Lhtness that was Kirk. 

I the burning f an d welcome thundered 

bout that « hi( *, i a nothLg that was Spock 

ressed Kick un succumbed to the 

lit and present hadn id^^ f that wa 

a r essi ^'ck°lr!ed out aloud at the joy of 

^k* final surrender and eternal unity. 

ijll ^ 


i 




of his i iL’n^ a Lar^ess r to W i thdreW a 

his surroundings. concentrate upon 

Of his°clb!n' Sno y t " er S b ° th on the floor 

tightly around him. ^Hi^Ln • s^ut^k^ 

cSc k SP em22dd r , S r Smed fierce?y n aSoufK^s 

vl? hel? Sdded deeply within ^ molten vel- 

himi „ Kl tlo hesitated, "My God, I'm raping 
him. But a mental wail of denial filled 

h,^. m:L !} d ' Pow afful hands grasped his 
tattocks, pulling him deeper. With an 

animal cry of his own, Kirk thrust deeply 

into his beloved with both mind and body, 

claiming, punishing, conquering with an 


almost savaqe fur\, 

Kirk's pain! bo^of"? lo Y- Th 

flame and joy and’nee ^ 1 ^r^L^tr,? 
loined With his in a l' Tl >® Vt ,!* s 

desire and ecstatic j Q y na of 

It was too much *. 

fire contracted in unAn'^°° m uch 

and smaller, tighter P An/ tsel f 

at last it exploded in * U< 3ht er 

tion that ended 

Yet within the darkno 
pulse, a distant beacon k S «> et » 
rather an ember of w but not » il s 
for them both. th a nd hop„„ Elar 
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Bondlink 


Sue Meek 


hand touches 


And yet 


writhes 


body 


overload with delight 


Fingertips 


not touch 


skin 


tingles, 
Brought alive 


phantom 


Through the 
You can make 


power 
body burn 


thought 


with knowing 


That 

Paths 


Traced in 


knowing 

memory and imagination 


the duality 


the bondvow promised 


Touched and touching 
Always and 


Fantasy 

Reality 


the embers 


the dream• 
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The Sc 
discovered 
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Enterprise 


How 

properly 

stances. 
»tt*cted. 


that tii 
broken 


Spock si< 
rritating de' 
earned down. 

,__ no life 




















































































































































































































* power pack is minus one quarter, no, one 
Maybe that's what's wronq with it," 
fif th * f£er ed. "Ship's Services usually main- 
jirK xl power packs in all landing party 
tai nS C nt • Kirk noted the small "stickto" 
<,quiP meI :^ spock's Service Number, indicating 
label ^ tr icorder had been permanently 
that t l ® ione d. Spock did not like other less- 
requiS oersonnel using his equipment. 

fussy " 


bit testiJ-j * tae 

said» ^o Services for reenergizing because 
tri cora ioUS day's brief use had not expended 
the P r f als0 he had neglected to check it that 
it; ? na h p C a U se Kirk had been especially roman 

morning inclined and they had dallied 

ticai*y os t time for duty shift. Inueea, ne 
until ely had time to grab the device before 
had r ar party departure had been announced. 


* 

"So it is* Doesn't matter. Let's go get 

samples." Kirk smiled, and hoisted the 

hioned sampler farther onto his shoulder 
jd-t a _ _ t-he trail aaain, noti 


hum 


4- reorder conunueu lu uuw emu wiune 

dically* glanced back to see Spock 

P° ra adjustments to the controls as he fol- 
3 The core sampler was becoming quite 

‘and he wondered again why Spock preferred 
23 bsolete equipment. He suspected that 
^ck enjoyed manually rotating the borer and 
??„ wondered if the action had some sexual 
Xerotic connotation. A flash of memory of 
; eir lovemaking of the previous night came 
mind. Yes, Spock certainly knew his busi¬ 
es when it came to rotating and sinking 
lafts. Except, he had provided the. • • • The 
r ist comm beeped, distracting his erotic 

loughts. 


Five minutes later, every 
irge landing party had 
ricorders were registering 
;re not visible to the naked 
juipment was beamed down, an 

mnf i ScUTl0 IHSlUlSr 


member of the 
in and all 
forms which 

Replacement 

promptly mal- 



"Spock? Do you think the trouble 
> caused by that d-d-le-leleminide? 
»und that his ululating tongue wanted 
Id a few more "1' s" . 


might 

Kirk 

to 



so newly dis¬ 
not yet fully 
the latest 



"Unknown. The mineral is 
covered, that its properties 
known." Spock succinctly 
non-information from Starf 

The Scoutship Mowendown had only recently 
discovered the uninhabited planet and the 
mineral. Starfleet had promptly dispatched 

" nterprise to do more complete research. 

"However, the tricorder is functioning 
>roperly in registering correctly all sub¬ 
stances. Only native life forms seem to e 

iffected." 

p 

Kirk knew that every living thing on t* 1 ® 
’lanet contained minute tracings of the 
t had not seemed to be causing any prob e • 
te briefly reviewed the information that a 
submitted by the Mowendown . The p 
abundant life and their few survey P* - nq 
the unique native fauna had been fasci 

/.at the moment, the Enterprise 's P r ^ 

'Sion and concern was to investigate 

‘ er *l deposits for possible future mini g 
ira tions, if they proved useful. 

"We've got an intriguing my ^® r ^ a nqerous 
but nothina of an apparently 




Affirmative 


The 


situation—so far. So, let's get that mineral 
sample, then we'll have more to work wi 

specimens from the wide 

ly divergent areas should prove informative. 

Spock directed his tricorder toward the s J- re £‘ 
which ran near the mineral deposit which be 
selected to investigate. He had deliberate Y 
chosen this site well away from the other ^ ern 
of the landing party, because it appeared o 
the most interesting and because Kirk woul e j 
the water and privacy. 

"Need help?" Kirk asked, handing the 
sampler over. Spock took it easily. 

"Negative, I prefer manipulating my 

equipment...alone." 

Kirk couldn't help but grin, his thoughts 
returning to more suggestive actions. 

"You didn’t feel that way last night," 
he teased playfully, gently tapping Spock s arm. 

r pretending to study 



Spock lowered his 
the sharp point of the borer 


"Captain.. 
Spock reminded, 
and affectionately 
happily. His 
having the 

he had discovered 

himself and 



Jim, that was last night, 
looking up and smiling faintly 
pleased when Kirk smiled _ 

sincere efforts to "unbend" ’were 

effect upon his-bondmate, ana 
that the attempts also pleased 
becoming progressively more 



Kirk felt a surge of love flow through him. 

He knew that part of that exhl ^ rat ^? c tiSnate 
was coming from Spock. Naturally affection r 

he had worried that his sometimes overtgestu 

would be displeasing to the Vulcan. But s 

prisingly, Spock loved it, even the 

sillv or romantic moods that were part of his 

Human nature. Kirk took a deep, 

tempted to give Spock a most affectionate k 


"I'd 
think I'll 
I can spot 




any 


go and 
a look in 
fish." 



you 
the 




to work. I 
and see if 


"There 

pointed down 
the pathway, 
"be careful" 


a clearing...just there, 
the trail. "The stream ir 
Spock curbed his impulse 


Spock 



to add. 


be careful 


You 



Spock's 
continuing 


"I'll find it_and I'll 

be the same." Kirk expertly 
expression and smiled again before 

down the path. 

SDOck watched until Kirk’s back disappeared 
arounfa sharp curve in the path, then set to work 

=Lnre the samples and had discovered that the 
relatively slow, manual extraction often produced 
a much purer specimen, unaffected by the 
heat created by the powered extractor. 

In some cases, obsolete methods were the 
most scientifically logical. 

Kirk heard the crunching bite of the 
samoler going into the soil and strolled on 
?ward the stream. It came into view, sur- 
v^inalv close to Spock's work site, parallel- 
?na their earlier path. Kirk frowned to think 
nf the beauty of the woods possibly being de¬ 
stroyed by some future mining operation. There 
was a natural clearing of close-cropped, very 
areen grass, and one of the most beautiful 
streams Kirk had seen since leaving Earth. 

The short stroll brought him to the water’s 
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he peered down, not1 ^ crystal clear 

edge and £ treme ly steep and !r*} e lit e ra lly 

banks were extr He could liter 

water deceptively o« £ bottom, and tnougn 

count the pebbles cm the ^ he approached. 

he eew a f r Tghtened away any nearby 
He had probably trig 

fishes. 


tricorder was register^ 


W ^9 a 


> 










i 


- Iff A 




m 


# 



✓ 


* 


loud ca 


4 f 


|M| 


■* 5 


tne » —— 

hiding again. 


Use 1 ? 


a. 



MB i,.; nn to see any 
He knelt down in a | par Kling water, and 

tSe very cold wate *: **"2 water from t distant 

Eed tains" °His°initial notion of 

ISim quickly disappeared^ ® aving move ment of 

the weather. r^uaht his eye and he 

f n indolent fish-tail caught ^ tart * ingly orange- 

Leaned closer agal "’ er he was sur pised to see 
colored fish ca.e « certain earth 

striking sxmiiariti eve rything that 

ties. Although almost evy chataoteris - 

,am in water usually had cer^ „ logicali ty> 

Lcs, he always marvele chuckled in delight as 
: the =° s ^ 3 h ?s puckered mouth emitted a tiny 
bble a So much for his profound thoughts. 
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Jr 


4 




tr t i B 

a 1 


vl w 


+ A 



hang. 

running feet on 




with his butt! 


With a 

* 
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A e»- 


Pjil tA w 

4 »t ^ X .f * * 
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call was not 

urgent. H 
the clearing 

leap into 
to invite 
returning to 



a 




, m — 

He idly thought hf a $%%££? 

missed Earth, aithough th^ time to en 

Command had not He had found that he was 

almost as restricted y st arship. And 

been in the con ^" e “f his iife then. 

Spock had been out of his 

he had thought. 


Captain fully 

mt, dropped 



* A* w 


^ 13 ! 
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, 00 * Li* 








i why va 
Spock ran to 





through the <•' 

seethe ha*el, »ore green* 





•1 ' 
fi sh * 

-hi ** Nl* * 

§& 2 
» ? t0 



was spouting water and yelling 
tiv es the moment his head * -- 



> ** 





\JL - 

. 4 -^, if he could hear 

He liS rr o rk a "SrSouWn'fdetect its sound 
borer at work. «e . „ were clear. He 

the natural, woods J\" d began to call in the 

- alertly as a bud bega^ and he 

rby trees, its oal g it- T he heavy 

ted up# attemp ing were dense, pro- 

riches of the er Umbs. He happily 

Lting a view °£. the .?;£ v i S iting fish that had 

'been joined by h^ babies. He 

lined motionlessas more ad tQ nibble 

ived, darting AovmJto the ^ Qf decay 


, . continues as ne 

5* S Kl'kes S to^ha bank and scrabbled 

hold if^e exposed roots of the gras 

shrubs. The agaio . The 

slid him further and besides, the 

infuriated him turt his tolli 



-iri» 
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not ta 

guil^ 


King his eyes from the uncomfortabi 

-looking (to his eyes) Vulcan. 


e and 



••1 'm 

Spook 


-That water is about thirty degrees •• 
said sarcastically, already shiverina 
colder than ice." Kirk elaborated when 

remained silent. en 


No t knowing how to respond, Spock promptly 

brought his tncorder into play to confirm K ir k' s 
claim* 

-precisely 55 degrees, Fahrenheit," Snnov 

reported, shutting off the device. 


Kirk's face turned from pale, cold white to 
hot fiery. ted. He stiffened and brought his 
" e th down sharply on his lower lip, partly in 
a nger and partly to keep it from quivering from 

cold* 


"You. *.summoned me?" Spock asked tenta¬ 
tively/ wondering if he should move even farther 
away until Kirk had gained control of himself. 

He waited several seconds for that accomplishment. 

Kirk was beginning to shiver badly in what had to 
he a clammy, wet uniform. Spock could sympathize 
fully with his plight. 

-I did. I think I've discovered why life 

forms aren't visible. There's little fish in 
there," he paused to point at the stream as 
though fish would be living somewhere else, 

•who are virtually invisible. I noticed it 
and called you to confirm it. Then you...you 
fucking bastard, you jabbed me with that damn 
shitty borer! It was sharp, too!" Kirk 
pointedly rubbed his left buttock for emphasis. 

He glared at the guilty, discarded equipment, 
tempted to test its floating capabilities. 


Kirk's speculative disclosure and the 
repeated, vulgar accusations warred for attention 
in Spock's mind. He decided to settle on the 
mysterious invisibility and edged around a drip¬ 
ping Kirk to peer into the stream. He brought 
the tricorder up again and confirmed that sever¬ 
al of the fish were, indeed, virtually invisible, 
except for small patches of color. 


"Perhaps, the deleliminide has properties 
which render..." he turned back as Kirk moved 
up beside him, wary that Kirk would attempt to 
push him into the stream, although Kirk's 
retaliative anger was now more likely to take 
another direction. 


"Is it in the water? Or what? Do you 
suppose that I'11...become invisible?" 

, • i 

Suddenly the idea appealed to Kirk. He 
would simply remove his wet clothing and beam 
aboard nude. It would be much less embarrassing 
than arriving on the Enterprise in his present 
sopping-wet condition. Everyone on the ship 

ould hear of his little accident and it would 
^ a source of jokes, bad jokes and humorous^ 
foj qui P 8 for weeks. His "accident prone 
an» 6nc ^ es had always been a great source of 
^ement, although he actually had fewer 

a «idents than anyone. 


|, 1 do not believe that your brief exposure 

of'~. re »der you invisible. Perhaps ingestion 

tw he min eral ... " Spock noticed the fruits 

littering the floor of the stream and 
tnBd his tricorder on the nearby fruit trees. 



fj h Then that pretty much explains it. The 
Mvo? gorge on that. So do all the other animals 

Mystery soIvph « 


Spock sighed, shaking his head at Kirk's 

oversimplification. 

The mystery has only just begun." 

^°t to me. That's your department and 
you d better get to it, Mr. Science Officer. I 
want a report on my desk by this afternoon." 

irk grinned smugly at Spock's startled ex¬ 
pression. That would teach the nasty joke¬ 
playing Vulcan a thing or two. 

% 

"Captain?" S.pock called as Kirk stalked 
back into the clearing, the squishing sounds 
of water in the trouser/boots very noisy. 

Kirk didn't turn, but kept his back to 
Spock. He didn't want Spock to see the fuming 
expression still on his face. Spock was most 
likely feeling his discomfort and displeasure 
very plainly through their link. 


"Jim," Spock thought to bring a more 
personal tone to his voice. The accusation of 
misconduct had been so surprising, he remembered 
that he had not yet denied it. 

"Jim, I did not jab your_I did not cause 

you to fall in the stream." 


Kirk whirled, eyes squinted. 

"Now! You're denying it? You must think 
I'm a fool. You...You...! There isn't anyone 
else here!" Kirk sputtered, and brought his 
wrist com up, hoping the device was not water¬ 
logged or damaged. 

In another moment, Kirk had dematerialized, 
leaving Spock standing in the middle of the 
clearing with his mouth very unVulcanly agape. 

Alarmed at Kirk's continuing anger and hurt by 
the lack of trust, Spock quickly gathered up 
the equipment and beamed up. He went directly 
to the science lab for the correlation of the 
urgent report. James T. Kirk was, first, the 
Captain of the Enterprise and his commanding 
officer, and only secondly, a very much loved 
bondmate. It was obvious that someone had been 
in the clearing and had "jabbed" Kirk, causing 
him to leap into the stream. If the individual 
were very speedy, he could have assaulted Kirk 
and gained concealment in the bushes before 
Spock had arrived. Spock began by reviewing 
the landing party roster, their locations, and 
all the readings that had been taken from the 

planet. 

Kirk's anger dissolved sometime during the 
warming shower. It wasn't the first time he 
had fallen into icy streams, or been drenched 
in a cold rain shower. No damage had been done, 
except to his dignity, and they had been alone, 
so none of the crew had witnessed his wild flop 
into the water. So what if Spock had played 
a harmless joke on him! Spock had that right. 

He had also obviously become frightened by his 
impulsively sudden anger, and denied it. That 
was also common enough, particularly in adoles¬ 
cent behavior; and Spock was very young when it 
came to jokes and game playing. Kirk could easily 
recall several youthful incidents when he had 
perpetrated a backfiring joke and then had 
automatically denied involvement. And he had 
been shamefully harsh, downright nasty and vulgar 
with his name-calling. He began to feel sheep¬ 
ish, and vowed that he would apologize at the 
first opportunity and give Spock a chance to 
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*y 



inunediat 


®2 re tense and f=,„- 

S ^" U 1 bed? fu^? U ?ntend n “ a “aZ. 

._ - was arousfn ? ad pet ted 

toward the e __ u ? ed * Spock 


h *a oom P i ia niT v toward the fours’?; u POck 

f^sturbated him ? oopera ted. Spock had b ® d an< ? he 

had spread hit? , ln that position an/t occ asionally 

assume a Z7? s '. lndl cating that- hi 


known 

nad in mind “ aua ' 

similar position fr™ »• vaguely 


tantric sex Z£S 

PusL SP ?° k : s thighs,—“^-y^aped his legs 

; ' Spock had nnf __ possible 


until he was c 

Pillows/headbo 


with a pillow under his^head 38 A?? ally com£or tabl 

his cock slowly sen.L* ? Proceeded to stroke 
contentedly, eniovinn +-h Sly * ir He had si 9 hed 
passive posIt!Sn 7 Soncv e h C 5 m K° rt of the restful, 

___? lme l . h ® had immediately noticed 

He had 


Wh»n 5 y t r t tlme ' ha had immediately noticed 

? P ° Ck removed his caressing hands. He had 
position rffV^ Sp ° Ck again ad i us ted their 
extreme heat of the aroused vninan u_j 


position on the bed. it was then he had felt th 
extreme heat of the aroused Vulcan cock. He had 
levered himself up, and watched as Spock pressed 
the erect green cock downward between his 

Kif 4m Am A Id. ft _ *__ H l • _ 


, -3——* wv,vft uwwuwaiu between 

buttocks. He kn 

cooperated fully 



The long, slick fingers had already been 
inside him and he was well-lubricated and totally 

. Slowly and gently, Spock had slipped 
his cock inside him, the ridges of the cockhead 
sliding over his already stimulated glands. He 
had voluntarily squirmed closer until he could 
feel the springy pubic hair against his balls 
and ass. He felt the familiar flexing as Spock 
exerted some mystical Vulcan control over the 
cock's erectile muscles. He recalled several 
times when Spock had orgasmed without thrusting. 


The caressing hands came again and Kirk had 
not had the presence of mind to think about 
Spock's orgasm. His. own tantalizing one hovered 
on the brink. As the long fingers played over 
and around his cockhead, he found himself 
undulating his body urging Spock to enclose his 
shaft as well. The satisfying, stimulating 
fullness inside him increased the pressure 
as Spock teased him near to dimax ,again. 

He knew he was in Speck's gentle, benevolent; 

power and • 5 e Y e ?!! d a £a n t their Orgasms, he would,- 

S°Sri^LS. ’SS,X^- «»“»*»' 

completely. 


And Spock had made it very ™ 

for both of them. satisfying. He only 

powerful and ® x “h“?na qently Swabbed clean 

vaguely r ® call fL bed again. He had slept 
wonderfully and a wok a y fc soft i y snoring by 

pletely refreshed wit ^ p nally turned up the 

his side. He had fr t sleep i n g mate for a 
lighting and gazed at nis 
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™ attain the Kohlinahr an<3 his S 3 

greatly helped Spock ni tha t experio r esire 

encounter with Vopr* his self- r Ce 

- ab8e "« bad &? v h i2“ PU^* 1 


his to a hig^i^ar 

badly. As Spock had told hf 8lng hi ® W 
lieved himself, their loviniV^ as be- 35 

preordained and inevitable 9 ^ ndin 9 be.. 

meant for each other. They wer « truly 



Kirk 
monitor around 
checked his 
at a strand of 
to go directly 
to Spock, then 
apologize more 


his wonderfully dr7tunic SCan 

out of place hair. He 
to the Science Lab and ar^i nded 

When duty shift ended? 
intimately»l(i " ne would 


into orcranii^ri r, 

Spock seemed to be personally directina°^h an<3 
hectic activity. Not since the last life-and- 
death mission had he seen such scurryinq. r p _ 

rlnt Sp0 ? had a c ^ anc ? to s P°t him through th* 
clustered personnel, Kirk backed out of the lab 

before getting completely run over. The apologv 

would have to wait until things slowed down to^ 
normal. 


As he sat on the bridge, a gnawing sense 
of guilt began to plague him. He should have 
interrupted Spock and dragged him away to a 
private place and cleared the air. He wasn't 
being fair to Spock, either. But then again, 
Spock had had absolutely no business practically 
shoving him into that cold water. Kirk 
discovered that his Human ability to rationalize 
was working a bit overtime. He cleared his mind 
of personal business and participated in the 
conversation and speculations that were going on 
among the comparatively idle bridge crew 


At duty-shift end, Spock had not returned 
to his station and Kirk went directly to his 
quarters, knowing that a complete, or at the 
uprv least an extensive, preliminary rep 


quarters, knowing that a complete, or at tn<= 
very least an extensive, preliminary repor 
be on his desk. And perhaps a note of 

explaining the prank. 0nly£h P r f P d made Spock 
and Kirk sighed, wondering if he had maa 

angry in sheer self defense. 


As Kirk studied the ^ ep ° rt ' g 0me interest 
that deleleminide did, indaad ' f ancient movies, 

ing properties. An aficl ° na Inv isible Han and 
Kirk had seen the story of t I ^ a sta te. 
knew fully all the drawbacks ibi iities ; 

Still, it had some intrigui g P qiven a lo 1 
In his younger days, he wou . ce rtain of it®. 

- - -1. to sneak c unsee h n s rntc «r ere iong 

crewwomen 


him. 
solely 
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Presently, the ale /®n ita ry standpoint- 
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.* bonding l inlt 

Z of tension 
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-atiy upset hi®» ®° 

fhilf. As HcCoy 

aired that his 'fee 
i trust was .particul 
a plausible, he u 
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„,les. And a compliment to Spook for his 

P u work was also in order. Kirk bussed >,• 

ESSe. Officer's quarters and received no 

a "f research in the Science Lab, alt^ough"^ 1 " 9 

tb" "shift was long over. it was not an un- 
du ™nn occurrence for the inspired scientific 

"ersonnel to remain after their shifts, particu- 

?frlv when their dedicated chief was on hand and 

la ^ presented an interesting problem. 

I™ 

Kirk finished his perusal of the report, 

. a the speculations on the practical uses 

n ° ^he unusual element. The currently-employed 

kina device could do with a bit of updating, 
c loa* ? x — . ^ii an t scientist could come up with 

_nor»<ao ca a -J 4- ^ _ 


some 


bn 


-- - w 

** " laS ma energy necessary to activate the 

th ? leminide. Kirk had his money on Spock, 

d wi,i«h he did not spend the long hours in the 

al £ ?hlt he had previously. Still, the 

lab \ ficent mind that could think on two or three 

ma ? n iq simultaneously was never idle. He wondered 

tfJnerhaps, he hadn't been asking for too much 

* eEnek's time. But Spock was always eager to 
of - 4 -h him. Except for now, Kirk thought 

*E$Sy. and headed f ° r the lab ’ 

Spock pushed back from the console, 
ahtening his lank frame and relaxing his 
St ^npd muscles. It had been a very long, tiring 
S v with much activity, although he had enjoyed 
day ont-al stimulation and discoveries that he 
tha his personnel had made. There was still 
3 h to be learned, but his weary mind demanded 
mUC " rest period. And he was hungry. 

% s r rlv apathetic toward food, he had become 

accustomed^to eating regularly with Kirk, if 

J a S alad, and his stomach now demanded 
nourishment. His time sense told him that it was 
far past their usual dinner hour and Kirk had 

probably already eaten. 

He sighed and concentrated :^feitT’lessen- 

- rt^raAd 

eaUy'upset“imfmorrthtn^e liked to admit 

, himself. AS McCoy would have sard, he drs 
ivered that his "feelings were hurt . The^ra 

: trust was .particularly P ain u • . anythin 

>w implausible, he would have Kirk had 

.at Kirk told him. And, prevrously, Kirk n 

Lways returned that trust. 

Still, there was the “Lave him on- 

ssaulted the Captain, escaping weapon" 

le-scene and with the alleged sm . f a thom 

tactically in his hand. Spock l* ch 

ow Kirk could even think he woul P . on 

sharp-pointed device on fondly, 

he neat mounds that Spock admired 

e suspected that Kirk, in his an 9 er ' d the 
xaggerated the sharpness of the waap h k ^ad 
eriousness of the injury. A quick . 

ndicated that Kirk had not sought med 
ttention. Spock longed to investiga he 

injury for first-hand observation. enta - 

'• very intimately, every curve ^nd indent 

™ on the delectable, muscular butto ^ exami 

'-uange would be readily detectabl 0 . weapon 

na tion might give a clue as to the ^ p injured, 
employed. And if Kirk had dist racted 

someone would pay! The object of hi glanced upr 

houghts appeared by his side and an d the 

° the calmness of the beloved uP curved 

apologetic smile on the sweetly upcu 



ew, 


Kirk blinked in 
the still-busy lab. 
hearing distance. 


surprise and glanced aro V”?. 
Thankfully, no one was with 


Here?" Kirk asked, near-dumbfounded 


"In privacy. 
The depth 




just pre- 
it slip 



ii 



examine 


Spock 



r before fully realizi n g 

r Ptet his blunt words. 


how 


"Nol No." Spock said quickly. 

I must inspect... the point of impact. - 

of penetra...." Spock abruptly shut his mouth as 
a teasing grin suddenly appeared on Kirk's face. 
They both knew that whenever alone and even 
P ar tially unclothed, circumstances often went 

beyond their control. 

"I'm agreeable. Now?" Kirk asked 
The opportunity to get Spock alone had 
sented itself and he wasn’t about to 
away. 

For an answer, Spock got to his feet, 
leading the way out of the Lab. As they threaded 
their way past the lab tables, Spock couldn't 
help but notice the sidelong glances being cast 
their way. He had not yet become accustomed to 
the fact that their personal relationship was 
public knowledge. He wasn't surprised ■to _see . 
several expressions of admiration and he ^ 
head high with pride. He knew fully how o 
he was that Kirk had chosen him to love, naa 

chosen him to bond with. 


They remained silent on the journey to 
Spock's quarters with Kirk nodding greeings 
the other off-duty personnel. As the door closed 

behind them, Spock turned, waiting for ^ . 

to do so immediately and was instead advancing 
on him. The apologetic smile was bacK. 

"I want to say that I'm truly sorry that I 

cursed you. That’s unforgiveable and I ">u 
do something about my rotten temper. Y „ 

attack must have frightened you. I m sorry, 

Kirk said softly, coming 8 take 

him in his arms, everything would be all right 
again. 

Spock sighed, reaching to 9 ra * p 

bare arms below the short sleeve othetr, 

tunic. He squeezed gently, feeling 
strong muscles and his own surging emotions. 

"Nothing you could ever do would be 

£ • trraa1 However, I sm not accustomed 

Wna 9 verbally assaulted quite so vehemently. 
5oi I^; nevertheless, forgiven." "My love." 
Spock added silently. 

Kirk grabbed^pock and^ave himfaiquick. 

thankful hug» ^ and skinning them and 

T is knees. He turned. 


Kirk 


presenting Snaked backs^ for Spook's 

inspection. 

"Want to kiss it and make it better? 
grinned over his shoulder. 

.■Illogical, but perhaps that will produce 
a... salutory ef fort.“ 

At first glance, Spock could detect no sign 

i t had obviously not been as 
°f the iniu y. olaimed and it was also diffi¬ 
cult^ discern any bruised puncture due to the 
intriguing dimples on the sweet curves. 

"Where exactly is the location 
■ r»-inrv?" Spock asked, finally. He 
to get a better viewing position of 


of the 
leaned down 
the left 


123 




tho^ff' !J hich Ki rk had 

ne offended portion. 



ier indicated was 


thGTG 11 v-i i 

in the general vicinity!* P ° inted bac * and around 

% 

Kirk sJccess£uUy n p 1 °ced'h S ° rt ° £ like this...- 

could feel k S ^ ace * So close, in 

pimpled With gooseflesh? buttocks promptly 

Placed P a C sof° U kiss°on S th signs of damage, but 

area. He now knlw lhat Kifk^^ 1 ^ indica ?ed 
injury, although it was oos^h? d ®* a ggerated the 
bruise might appear later £= 1<S ^ ? slight 

quite illogically willinS'to v- “ alSO be 

it better He -2 9 toklss it and make 

• He Kissed it again, anyway. 

SDock"te ank l OU '" Kirk murmured, waiting for 

Usua i?7 xt a lo ^ when spock kissed his butt. 

When no more L r ! “ inary to very 9 ood lovemaking. 

fafte^efSem^ecur^y.^ troU “” a " d — 


ff 



r you know 
you stuck me." 


perfectly well where 



"Jim, I did not...." 

Kirk's quick anger threatened to boil over 
. He whirled around. 


relaxed into the c 4._ 
demanding lips capture*h?™ 8 ' 

when he began to ?hink the »ua 

something about it, h hil°!,? t of havin' 15 .* 

IIVL 1 - 


mood 

Sigh 




Over dinner, thev >n 

that a mischievous Enternr? USSed the r>n 

qno ^ eam ® d down wit hiK~thllf S a Crewma n P had ibll itv 

records, was fairly ked tha tr«i Xni ty 

happened. Since all surveys'^ that had° rts i 
the planet was uninhabited^^ il ? di cated n?t 

well on the small side^nd^h ^ 3 ' 09 ®' 3 

animals were dismissed as^u^n petite de^V*** 

the mature, horned _uspects sinr* _ 


the mature, horned aduUs cou?d° tS 

high as Kirk's posterior. not r ® a ch aj n 


unexpected 


PQSiti ^ 0 r t ; at . 


Kirk continued to insist, althouah i V v 
reevaluated and downgraded his 
claim of a vicious stab. No^the^^i: 
coincided more with the actual facts'^ ment 


"I will take your word, 
graciously, sipping his favo 
preparing his fork to attack 




Spock said 
beverage 
the mound of 


while 

^xed 


You saw the mark. Now, how you can con¬ 
tinue to deny it is...." 

"There is no visible sign of damage. I 
did not...." 

"Spock, you...you " Kirk stopped to look 

more closely at Spock's bewildered and hurt 
expression. He had almost done it again. And 
if Spock still claimed innocence, after the 
opportunity to come clean, then Kirk had better 
rethink the incident. Spock had never outright 
lied to him. And bondmates, in particular, 
never lied to each other. 

"Wait a minute. You really didn't , did 

you?" 


"Hi, Spock. Jim, I heard you took a 

today. With all your clothes on." McCoy HS 

m the way of a greeting to Kirk. Y aid| 

Spock sighed inaudibly as he glanced ud at 
the teasing McCoy and at the overloaded dinner 
tray. He noticed the large slices of cornbread 
and wished he had selected two pieces instead c £ 
the one which he had already consumed. As far 
as he could determine, their mutual liking for 
that Southern staple was their only culinary 
link in common. He quickly averted his eyes from 
the golden-brown pieces of chicken. He couldn't, 
however, ignore the forked piece of cornbread 
that was being offered and nodded acceptance, 
attempting to swallow in order to more politely 
express his gratitude. 


Spock shook his head, afraid to verbally 
deny it again. 


"I'm sorry...again. I jumped to conclu¬ 
sions. Since you were the only person about, 

I thought, later, that you had pulled a joke on 
me and refused to admit it. I should have known 
better. You wouldn't do that to me, would you?" 
Kirk felt a great relief, because Spock was 
feeling the same thing. And now that they were 
communicating freely, it could only get better. 


"I don't think so. However, since I have 
been accused of such a juvenile action, I might 
be tempted to perpetrate...." Spock shrugged 

eloquently. 


Kirk grinned delightedly at the devilish 


expression 


"Sort of like that old saying: might as 
rell be hanged for a lion as for a lamb? Okay, 

rhenever you feel like it. I certainly owe you 

Let's just...kiss and make up—and go 
Tim .c.twH!" Kirk didn’t wait for 


n6, ^Wstarved'" Kirk didn't wait for 

eturned it just as fervently. When Spock 
eturnea u ju» k „ aV the embrace, he 


Spock 


Since his return to the ship, in a "leathery 
dried-out, emaciated condition", McCoy's dis¬ 
paraging medical opinion, Kirk and the Doctor 
had been subtly and not-so-subtly urging him 
to eat more. His weight was still subnormal, 
but he was rapidly filling out his frame again. 
In private, Kirk had insinuated that he dis¬ 
liked "bony" bed partners. That hint was a 

powerful incentive. 


"Have a seat. Bones." Kirk invited, 
watching the byplay between the 
enemies. He made a mental note to 
Spock someday of the totally rea his 

pression of hunger he sometimes g 
supposedly unemotional facade ° nowhere 

And it appeared at times when food was n 
in sight! He brought his thoughts bac* 

McCoy's jibe. 

in verv cold watei 

"I took a little dip..*i n -—-1 place, 

he admitted, shifting as McCoy took P 


"Catch a 

He 


cold?" McCoy askad w !°n V Kirk W d 
could always tel t0 be 


nally. He could always ^ nQt t o 

old. A redder, k was meaner thai 

nd on the ship, plus Ki 
ounded grizzly bear. 
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plomeek soup I've'been sampling 0 ^.. . 

t ^teed to prevent colds. You know ly 

au3 ra __ /rpts a cold. You o 


X*m too healthy. Beside 


you 


ought to look 


is % never gets a coxa. xou ought to 
cpock ‘‘ cur ative possibilities, too." Kirk 
Into/;* dis tract McCoy from his teasing about 

hoP e i-fated accident. 

the iX 


fc)13 


McCoy 

cK-eyed peas. 


simply snorted and dug into his 


• S ??ion. The two times that Kirk had deigned 
fat> rlC the Vulcan soup, he had grimaced and 


stared at Kirk's very near- 


taste 
se em®d 


to , to 


force himself to swallow the thick 
Spock elevated a chiding eyebrow and 
^jcture• attention back to his meal. He 
turned ^_ list ened as they desultorily discussed 

only ha s e n t mission and ship's business, 
the P re 

the way, Spock. Ensign Walters claims 
a great big disembodied horn floating 
he saw a ; ’ * Sca red the sh...scared him. Did 
in the Anything?" McCoy neatly cleaned up his 
you see . f or spock's benefit. Besides, Spock 
stateme them, somewhere off in his private 

tfaS ^ gn w nrld, probably thinking "logical" thoughts, 
li t ^ e he wa sn't hanging on Kirk's every word. 

knock's head shot up at that bit of news, 
had been no such mention in the official 
But then again, that kind of claim 
elicit quite a few cautious or disbelieving 
Jooks from one's fellow crewmates. 


There 


Spock 

again 


"No, I did not. Only one. Doctor?" 
refused to encourage McCoy, who was 
grinning teasingly. 


"So the rumor goes. The gossip said that he 
e , w , lon g, spiral.. .sharp. Came right for him, 

then shot off into the bushes." McCoy zoomed 

his hand in a good imitation. 


Spock wasn't the only one showing his 
interest now. Kirk glanced significantly at 
him, grinning smugly. 


As soon as courtesy permitted, Spock 
excused himself and went to find Ensign Walters. 
The man was young, but a qualified and efficien 
scientist. He suspected that it had not been 
Walters himself who had mentioned the unusua 
sighting, but his survey partner. Yeoman Sims. 

Sims was a youngster well-known for his in¬ 
ventive practical jokes and very reminiscent o 
a youthful, mischievous Chekov. And producing 
a "floating" horn would not be above his 

capabilities. 

Spock questioned the Ensign closely/ finally 
becoming convinced that the sighting was genuine 
after the scientist described the galloping, 
bobbing movements of the ivory horn and after 
hearing the tricorder tape of the sound of 
hooves striking the stony ground. No one went 
to quite such elaborate means to perpetrate a 
Practical joke. Spock expressed his gratitude, 
sn reprimanded the young officer for failure 
0 report all of the recorded data. 



'Hmm....very interesting. A spiraled horn 
wait a minute 1" Kirk turned to the computer 

X ' e ~fn. A few brief words of instructions an 

the wall viewer filled with various artistic 

representations of the mythical unicorn. 

"Same horn! I'll be damned! We've dis - 

covered the unicorn!" 


"A unicorn, perhaps," Spock cautioned, 
wondering if the animal's body had anything 
like the gracefulness of the mythical beast. 

"I wonder..." Kirk mused. 

# 

"What?" Spock asked curiously, and growing 
more and more curious at Kirk's speculative 

expression. 


"I wonder if that myth about the 
aphrodisiac is true." 


"Even if it is, I assure you that you 
are in no need of such a substance." 

That brought a pleased smile to Kirk's 
face. His Human ego needed an occasional 
compliment to his male virility. 

"Neither do you. But sometime, in the 
future, when I'm past my prime, it would be 
nice to know I had something to fall back on, 

just to keep up with you." 

"I doubt you will have any trouble. I sug- 
gest that several landing parties be dispatched 
to investigate the possibilities of this anima 

existence." 



"Hm. I 

that the fruiting 
the animals, fish, 
visible again. Is 


that I read in the report 
season is almost over, so all 
and birds, should soon become 


m 




"Definite proof would be welcome. Also, 
the shedding of the antlers from the small 
deer-like creatures has begun, and I am only 
speculating that the "unicorn" will also shed 

its horn." 

"That's.. .logical. God, I'd love to have 
one for a souvenir. But if they don't shed, 
well, even a picture would be nice." Kirk sighed, 
wonderinq where he could hang one of the horns for 
a decoration. And just perhaps, scrape a bit of 
it into his brandy on special occasions. 


"Untested and unproved substances can be 
dangerous," Spock cautioned, reading Kirk's 
thoughts. He tempered the warning with a smile. 

Kirk chuckled, glancing up at Spock's 
amused expression. 

"Maybe. It's like being caught on the 

horns of a•••dilemma• Still, we 11 see. 

Anyway, a horn on the wall is better than one 
in the butt!" Kirk grinned at his verbal 

cleverness. 


_ _, H ® went directly to the Captain's quarters, 

n ident that he had information that Kirk woul 
0n ?*Pt. He wondered what sort of animal possesse 
att-a ? ne ivor y horn and was audacious enough to 
5k c ? Humans. He studied Ensign Walter's 

coim? h ? s and decided that the mystery was not 
COp "Pletely solved yet. 

H Y I f ■ ‘ 

to ^d you something jabbed me." Kirk 
e d as Spock entered the office. 

lea P iiL never doubted that. I witnessed your 

► k* An to f.ha ... .mcopn 



>hi 


r<g s 


the water. There are truly unseen 
n the Planet." Spock briefly described 


Spock elevated an eyebrow in a suggestive 

expression. 

"Really?" he asked softly, in a deep, 
intimate tone. "Would you care to test?" 

Kirk felt the voice run over him and shivered 
He smiled delightedly and came around the 
grabbed Spock's arm and tugged him toward 
bedroom. Spock came most willingly. 

They spent the night testing.... 


desk, 

the 
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The Choice 


h y T'Hera 


Snaider 


Smoldering, secret H e 

Long days of hope and 
Until once more 

And my world crumbles 



the embers, 
solitary dreams, 

. blood remembers 

into flames. 


All logic burned away 
Leaving in the ashes 


Dark lava fires now course u 

k !L through brain, 
y the glowing tide, 

. . . , _ lonely pain 

And the seeds of a wilder, fiercer passion. 

wi thin my head, my eyes, the searing tendrils wind , 



Desires rise unbidden 


Images of death are moving through 
One by one the barriers crumble. 


there the way to madness lies 


my mind. 



my name, 


As in a storm I hear you call 

My breath is caught, my eyes, my blood on fire 
I strive to control, my sanity regain, 

Yet vision dims as the mists swirl higher. 

Through the blinding haze I sense your glow 
Bringing new and 

I do not want them, that I know. 

Go back to his side where you belong. 




You offer life to me, this I recognize, 
He gave me life and more. 

I know too well where my salvation lies, 
That 


cannot be: you are and will be his. 

still choices to be made, you say 




lere__ 

llcan logic I chose then and do so now. 

have no choices left; deat is 


now, leave me my pride 


I have no 



pay 


Yet the force of 
Your nearness 



strong 


iuur neaiuBM brings to fever-pitch 
Peeling and emotions denie . 


All defenses 


LllU Liuno -- « -i i voct Qt 

lost, I cannot nor will resis 


denied 



burst into passion's flower, 

impatience ends, 

for one wild hour. 



the pride 


once more 

power 



of my 


ancient race 



my 


mind finds memories anew 


recall the yearning 


glance 


the 



touch 


need to 


ask what I am to you 



know now and knew then you 


belong to him. 


shall leave with the 


desert-wind at dawn °f J}ay 


11 be gone 


the wind 


and I, before the sun is high, 


must be where it 


would be by evening 


far away 


M y sun shall set in a 


strange 


and distant sky 
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by John Eliot Lowell 


Spook1 


They took you from me, 


Pulled you away. 


Brandished one of those 


And 


let me pass 


damned ceremonial weapons i 




I would have killed that guard, 


Defied the whole of Vulcan to go to you. 


But they stopped me, held me back, kept me from 


you 


Oh, Spock, they took you from me! 


could but watch 


Bathed your 


they 


And 


tended you. 


dusty black robe, 




■iv - 




JL - -- w m 

should have been my hands upon you, 


to your needs, caring for you. 


The acolytes and priestesses stood beside you 


Waiting 


T* Lar 


Waiting for Fal tor pann. 


Oh, Spock, they wouldn't 


me 


soul 


within me and 


take my place at your side! 


out 


With helpless pain, hopeless fury. 


fought 


bureaucracy and 


wrenched you 


from the Hell-planet, 


Klingons for you 


And brought you back from Death 


And they will not 


me stand at your 


stand here alone, exhausted, in pain, 


Rimed 


alien dust, redolent with the brimstone of Genesis, 


Blood on my 


brimming 


Lips parted, trying 


control the sobs 


That threaten 


Trying not 


shout his name aloud, 


Giving voice to my anguish. 


"Oh, let me 


him, 


Spock, 


t'hy'la", 


soul 


out. 


am 


bondmate! 


Does 


not own my soul, and 


his?" 


The Vulcans stand like silent sentinels 


Guarding the path 


eternity 


And no one answers my plea. 
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by Flora Poste 



I can't remember what it was I said. 

I don't know if my words meant anything 
To you. But words don't matter, not beside 
Your old familiar look of questioning. 

What matters, now, is that you are still you. 
Even if you don't know me, even though 
You do not understand why I should smile 
Or stumble over words, or tremble so 
Before you in this sudden breathless light. 

You have returned. And day has conquered night. 
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I died that day. My heart, with yours, was still 
Cold space interred my soul; the itars were gone. 
To stir my own stiff limbs, I had no will. 

Grim duty, bier and bearer, saw me on. 

Though wounds exposed to time may heal, my years 
Were done; my hopes, congealed. The others wept, 
But I did not; gaunt peace embalmed my tears. 
Beyond all time and dreams of time, I slept. 

I breathed: pure paradox. They rued my calm 
Repose. They pillowed words beneath my head; 

But I—unmoved by all their loving balm— 

I knew: There is no comfort for the dead. 

I died that day, but now am raised to light. 

Your touch is life; and oh! the stars, how bright 
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in Charleston, South Carolina. 
She has had several K/S stories 
published in other fanzines, 
including OUT OF BOUNDS, and 
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was wrong 
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I have misjudged you, but more 


ings 

specifically about my son's death. When 
I came to you on Earth, I expected an 
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e *Planation 

® y Son * S W hy Vo 11 K J 

W* for you' 

stor « him a f? n °t 



the credit fo^thit. 

under‘h?2 d ?“ fa ?to rs 


any of 




Chills 

Ju. th ?.t°° famil 

Vulcan 

little 

and it 



intoned 







whi 


not be erased 


P ^nd down k i v>v i r« 
lar nhrae^ u Kirk s sp 
r phrase on the li ps Q f 

• More than that " n- 

”°te than a rasping “ 1S 

spoke of pain that lould 


the KlingoAst'and sacri?? t ^ at faced down 

yo^r^nd^ P^^i^or 

virtue of your d d^o W ^ *£2% 



I did 



my control 
"you can't 
had.., 


but Carol 




not: sacrifice my son. The 

or his death were beyond 
resides," his voice cracked, 
lose something that you never 
* •••! don't know how I can 



Will she blame you?" 

No and yes. It's what she's 
feared the most." 



it is true 


drew in a 
; what we 




breath. "Often 
the most finds 


its way to our hearthstone 



from 

"Spock or Amanda?" 


that the Vulcan spoke 
experience Kirk asked. 


dici nQi- . 

continued. i T £" rn back to v.. 

sorts between you* was « ho “' but 

"dna link th at y d“ and »V 2!S» 5 


his voi ce- when^Sa® £ in 9 e of" 9 bine 
with the expl anat !“ ek didn't p*® l ^' 

». ^ come to relv ^ 9 ,^ontin 

there, but we neLr" H'-bnew 
like a brother. • r sa id anythin 1,88 

Ra —_ 


"Not like a“^o 9 t h : r r OUnd ' bis ayes hl 

* Ktrk! Mois 

Not Not more." „• . ba«« 

the edge of his chair K ~ k s ®t ter 

agitated he feared that Vul = 8 n w® 1 * * 

do battle. n at he might u * 88 *> 


n • 


because 


c y t the furv spomoj Y°u couia 

as suddenly as it had ** d to h av e ^ 

was replaced by a bitter^coia*' but it** 
eventually it was inevi? a b!e^® S8 ' ’but 

,? ow could we have a. 
alien to us? w acce Pted 


something 


Sarek's eyes riveted Kirk'* 

Human turned away. Alien indU*'. nd the 

whom did he think he was dealing? He* 
had allowed and encouraged Spock ?? » 

to be honest, he had to admit It 

They had played some game and he at * 

least he, hadn't been fully awar* of 
the stakes. 


Kirk pulled his innate 
him like a cloak and lifted 
meet Sarek's condemnation, 
have accepted it?" 

Sarek didn't answer. 


,/ // 

• / 


J 


/ 


If t 


% 


/ 
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* I 


honesty around 

his eyes to 
n Could you 



In the shadows the Vulcan suddenly 

, and for the first time 



Kirk caught a glimpse of his vulner¬ 
ability. "Both. I lost Spock when he 
was but a child, by trying to make him 

what he could not be. Amanda... man no 
Vulcan should ever love something so 
much that they cannot survive its 




I'm very 

tl 



She was a remark- 



Kirk shifted uneasily in the silenc* 

Sarek answered in a > rough voice, 
ccept your condolences. 

1 T felt as if roy 

.. wh en Spock...di«^ peered im- 

1 en «He # was^more than just a 

u it was as if part of me„ had 
ripped away. Why was that. 

uncharacteristic gesture^ 

nacedi so that ne o 


Amanda? 


"If it would have made Spock happy, 
she would.have accepted." 


"Vulcan?" 

Sarek gave a negative shake of his 

head. 

Kirk would have loved to have this 
interview ended, /^havf answers, 

questions, and he ha ° >what wiU ha ppen 

no matter how P a J-nf u • tly in the 

now?" He waved °ne hand an n0M , 

and Sarek understood n 

a fteethe ordeai in the temple. 


at the temple." 


me 


, but the.■•a ura 

i- W ^ T m. 


lith an uncharacteristhatV could ite months 

stood and P a< r e o» in the si- "It might req ain t0 restor 

out of the ^"hetween them until the neuron L„ctioning." s f e ^ r the £i' st 

..retched out bet»_„ k ^ 

time that he was hiding 


not sure 


"IUU v***'- 

,v nodded his heed 
































































































































T'J biting'sarLsm d in°his Ven tr V 
IS cold tingle of horror 
.ling at the back of his neck as 


to cold tingle of horror that 
‘“’Skiing at the back of his neck 

Jnce to bave the s °" y°u a Iv^s ^tec *. 

•No!" ^he ans )?®5 was too quick +- 

The Vulcan did not know hoS I to ° 

' to ii € 

_ . ^1*^1 von ma 4 - ^ _ 


sharp* 


-How aia you manage to keep AmanH^ 
■ th you all those years?" 

jiicpsd f rom his lce-c °ld voice. "Did 

vou’temake her, too, or just brow-beat 

L- to death? 


•No! 



" Sarek clenched his fists 

turned back to the window, away from 

• it The human flexed hi~ 1 - 

f X r any eventuality. He'd 

f aded beyond their reason 
wandered why he pushed this one now. 
-Ajaanda was my heart, Sarek stated i 

trangely flat tone. 


v-N-il vu. 

and he 


in 


that s 


"And your conscien 
snapped. "She wouldn't 
get away with what you' 

to Spock! 


e, as well*" Kirk 
have let you 

trying to do 


His people! 


Spock is Vulcan! This is his home. 


Yes, a home he has avoided for 


almost 20 years 


Sarek turned back to Kirk, 
blance of calmness returned. 


A sem- 


"This planet 

is the only thing that can set him right. 
You gave up everything to save his 
would you deny him his 




The fight went out of Kirk like hot 
sir out of a balloon. "No," he drew him¬ 
self up from the inside, from the small 
pool of steel strength that made him what 
he was, and that never failed to fool half 

V*laxy beings that could not imagine 

where such strength came from. "But I 

charge you to set him back the way he 

and not the way you and your planet 
*°uld like for him to be. " 


arek shook his head sadly. "I can't 

other*^ 6 tbe re sults one way or the 

rinh./ ut 1 n °be your charge and the 
- l 9ht you have to make it." 

“°tino fh lifted his chin another fraction, 

a( * v ersar 6 ^ lnute change in this man: his 

the slicrhi- f r i®nd, his ally. He gave 
how. j test bow, "I'm going to turn in 

thi «5 t! us P ec t we haven't heard the last 

is from Fleet." 

^? Ur beh* j f C °bbcil is negotiating on 

all w tbis time, but it may be 

^ Howev^ 11 ,, 13 ? able to bu Y Y ou is some 

ou' v yl° an is not short on 
J^tle 0 r‘ s bc will extend the full 
r ^aty t « P r °tection without breaking 





am not sure of 

su spect., .complications'." COndition ' b “t 


"McCoy has been iu.« 


. ^h0 Doctor- 

together i n a ° and Spock were forced 
ave n you hav^ intimate than 

Now, my son has 


together in ^ aiu ^po 
even y ou h a man ner mor 

been ^ppSS^SS^.! 

sa id Kirk/ 033 WOUld be devastating," 


"It i 


that 


e assi 


ms e i^ sid r able a 

-loss. We could 

iust ^h rk sbook h is head. 
J t throw him out.” 


McCoy will re 

to accept 
a healer.” 

"McCoy would 


no 

been 




lon q :r dUCed my Son ' ”yo»; is 

donlto So?h ta ^ t- The dama 9 e has 
the Doctor ° f y ° U * - "* oonce tn 


He was the unwitting victim 


one of i minl lar i d i? = hallen ? e - "«<=Coy is 

mine. i n take care of him.” 


IV 


There 
Vulcan's 
doubt that 


was the slightest 

when he replied 
you will.” 



smirk on the 
. "I don't 


☆ Cr 

Kirk climbed the stone steps to his 
room in a cold fury. He felt like a 
schoolboy just let out from the head¬ 
master's office. The damn Vulcan was the 
most infuriating man he'd ever had to 
deal with, but unerringly right about 
most things. Kirk knew that. He could 
count on Sarek to keep the Fleet from 
his door until he could regroup, and he 
would be right about McCoy, too. 

He stood uncertainly outside the 
door to McCoy's room until he heard 
rustling noises. He opened the door and 
walked in. McCoy was tossing and turning 
on the bed in the throes of a nightmare. 
Kirk didn't doubt that it was the same 
nightmare they both had harbored since 
Spock's death. He stood next to the 
bed and his presence seemed to have a 
quieting effect on the sleeping man. 

The pain-ravaged face of his friend stood 
out starkly in the half-light of the 
room, and Kirk's heart stood still. They 
had lost so much—both of them. 


He sat down on the side of the bed 
and pulled his boots off as McCoy's body 
started thrashing around again. With a 
resigned sigh, he gathered the sweat- 
dampened body in his arms. 

McCoy's eyes flew open and he focused 
on Kirk. "Jim? What?" 

"You were having a nightmare?" Kirk 
answered in the voice of cool authority 
as if there was nothing unusual about 
his lying in bed with his CMO. 

"You're damn right! Ever since this 
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succumbed to an exhausted sleep. 

_. the shadows in the room next to 

Kirk, a Romulan/Vulcan hybrid hugged her 
knees to her body and listened to an un- 
ramiliar pattern singing in her blood. She 
istened for a long time as a tiny smile 
touched her austere lips. She was glad. 

It would be difficult, but she was glad. 
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When Kirk woke the next morning, the 



empty and the Vulcan sun was 
marching smartly across the room. He 
dressed quickly and went downstairs. 






sitting around the table. 
Sarek and Saavik were absent. Kirk gave 
McCoy a questioning look before he served 
himself from the buffet. McCoy met his • 

squarely, and Kirk allowed himself 
a small sigh. Apparently the doctor was 
going to accept last night’s incident 

without comment. 

Turning his attention to other matters, 
Kirk asked, "Any word from the Fleet?" 

Sulu’s deep voice was controlled when 
le answered, "I believe that Sarek has been 
inference all morning." Shrugging his 
~ shoulders, he indicated that^he had 
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getaway." 

"Not to worry, sir. I'll have that 
sleek-winged beauty ready for you. She's 
not as pretty as our silver lady, but 
she's got lots of spunk." 

Sarek appeared in the doorway. 
"Klingon ships are indiscriminately 
addressed as 'he'." 

Five heads swiveled in surprise. 
Scotty found his mouth first. "Agghh, 
sir, but a ship is a 'she 1 .” 

"Whatever." The Vulcan's tone was 

foreboding. "X suggest that you The 
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«If the Fleet wants to waste us, 
a •ral," said Sulu, "I'm sure you will have 
Adm nse for us. M 

some use * 

Kirk shook his head. "Sulu, your com¬ 
mand ." 


The oriental managed a tight grin. 
, Let them stick it in their 

we 



I know 


did the right thing." 

"I hope you will be able to say that a 
years from now when we're on some back- 
f6 Lr Dlanet at the hindend of the galaxy," 

countered Kirk. 

"Your friends are a credit to you and 
y S on," said Sarek. "Vulcan shall not 
forget what you have done, nor will I. 

You will need to leave as soon as possible. 
Only know that I will not abandon the fight 
t0 dear you as long as I draw breath." 


As the rest hurried off 
last minute preparations for 
be a very long and desperate 
stayed behind to talk with S 


to make the 
what looked to 
voyage, Kirk 
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sending the Excalibur to 


"That cuts down on our time." 

"I suggest you leave before the sun 
goes down. It would not be good to spill 
Federation blood." 
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"Don't worry. We'll be gone. 
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s mind there was something 


a ^ n ?' he had a million things to do 

ss than ten hours to do them in. 
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and pu°U er a P ref light check with Scotty 
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■ . g rom Sarek. Annoyed at being 

K - ? rru P?* e ^' hut sure it must be important, 

• P u s ed the hair back out of his face 

.. a J re< ^ s igh and said, "Can you handle 

? cotty? We nee d to be able to lift 
£ in a couple of hours." 

Aye, Scotty replied without looking 
up from his list. 


Kirk followed the man to a waiting 
car * his interest picked up as he realized 
that they were heading out of town towards 
the temple. By the time he was ushered 
into a small meditation room, his heart 
was slamming against his ribs. There 
was no mistaking the tall, robed figure 
that waited for him. 

"Spock!" The single syllable was 
filled with excitement and dread. 

"Jim," the deep voice answered. 

The Vulcan stepped forward and clasped 
Kirk's hand in both of his. Kirk almost 
withdrew in a selfconscious reflex, but 
instead he stepped into the Vulcan and 
clasped him in an awkward embrace. Still, 
the hot breath on his neck startled him. 

Kirk allowed the intimacy for a 
while before gently pulling away. He did 
not know this Spock. Didn't know how 
to respond to him. He looked into the 
fawn-like eyes, and knew that the wrong 
move could destroy the fragile, newly- 
forming personality before him. 

"How are you, Spock?" 

The uncertain, negative shake of the 
dark head tore at Kirk. This was Spock, 
but there was something different about 
the set of the shoulders, the sharp planes 
of the face. Something indefinable about 
the eyes. The face, the body looked 
right; but the eyes were different—young, 
open, not guarded—yet there was a thou¬ 
sand years of experience in those eyes. 

Life and death. His own, others, a whole 

planet. 

"I feel...many things, Jim. It is 
very difficult. My intellect tells me 
that I should not feel, but...I do. 

"McCoy would be pleased. He's been 
trying to get that confession out of you 
for years." Kirk smiled but his heart was 
breaking. Standing this close to the Vulcan, 
he could feel the old tug of the link, but 
it was on fire with uncertainty. 

"McCoy," Spock mouthed the name 
uncertainly. Then touched his head at the 
temple. "He is up here, too. The healers 
say I must cast that part out, but...i 
cannot bring myself to part with him." 
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"Shit!" Kirk leaned fractionally 
closer to the Vulcan, this time putting both 
arms around him. They stood locked together 
for a long time. It was Spock that pulled 
back just far enough to look into the 
Human*s upturned face. 


"My father tells me that you are 
leaving Vulcan." 

Kirk cleared his aching throat and 
stepped back. It was uncomfortable to be 
that close to the Vulcan. "Yeah, the 
Federation is a little unhappy with us right 
now. We're going to give them some time to 
think about it." 


"I...I would like to go with you. 

That is why I asked for you to come here." 

Kirk looked into the ancient, child¬ 
like face. "Spock, right now your job is 
to stay here and get well. I'd love to 
have you with me, but...not just yet." 

The Vulcan grasped Kirk's upper arms 

in an iron grip. "I need to be with you. 

If I stay here, they will fix me back THEIR 
way. ■ 


"These are your people, Spock." Kirk 
twisted his arm in the painfully tight 
grip, but did not dislodge the Vulcan. 

"They know what's best for you. Besides, 

I don’t know what's out there for us." 

"You have given up everything that 
you value...for me." The deep voice, 
always so sure before, quivered with 
uncertainty. "Would you abandon me to be 
stuffed into their iron mold...again?" 

Kirk's mind flooded with the thousand 
events that made their friendship what it 
was. He understood what they were trying 
to do to Spock, and apparently this time 
Spock didn't want it. He looked at the 
man he had relied on so many times and 
saw a vulnerability that he never would 
have expected. 

"Maybe you're right, but I'm afraid 
to jeopardize you when you're..." he 
hesitated to put Spock's condition into 
words, "not well." 

"I trust you, Jim." The simple state¬ 
ment was sincere, full of faith. 


"What about your father?" Kirk asked, 
though it was perfectly obvious that he 
had no choice. Spock needed something 
from him; maybe for the first time in 
all their years together had asked some¬ 
thing of him. Kirk shrugged in good- 
natured defeat. "What am I going to do; 
just walk out of here with you?" 


Spock *B solemn expression cracked 
with an uncertain smile. "We've broken 
out of worse places, I believe." He 
drew a deep breath. "It was my father 
who arranged to have you come here." 

"Oh," Kirk grinned. "In that case 
are you ready?" 
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Kirk stepped up to the command sei 

and studied the boards a second before 

giving orders. Spock hung back lookin, 
confused, and ill. 
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this region over the years for, uh, one 
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Kirk didn't have time 
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Kirk shifted tensely i n his chair *= k 
. at the small screen. He conirt„i? s 
st* r ;' in g, but the hairs were standina See 

snyt back of his neck. She was out there. 0 " 
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Cloaking device," he ordered in a 


voice. 


"We’ re going to.need all our power to 
. ar ound this devil," said Scotty as he 
^lanced anxiously at the approaching star. 

*, Lyi ii • 11X^1 ri Hi 

cloaking d 0 vic 0 f Mist 0 ir Scott, 


eside him to make the necessary calcula- 
ions, but the Vulcan was clutching his 

v^ lr and moan ing like a kid on a wild 

e the fair. So Kirk made the 

. ^nletions, and Scotty monitored the 

a y engines, while Sulu piloted the 
Klmgon ship. 


, there had been time for sightseeing, 

e view was spectacular as they careened 

around the blazing star. Wild jets of 

ame licked up at their tiny ship as 

explosions tens of thousands of times 

larger than any thermonuclear weapon flared 

from the star's surface, but the BIRD flew 
true. 


"Aye 
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Kirk leaned forward, 
n screen as if willing the 

powerful ship back. 

"Their sensors have the power to 
even with the cloaking device," 

Chekov. 

"If they know where to look. Sulu, 

course change, thirty, fifty mark five." 




"Aye, 



II 


"That's putting us high in the arc." 
Scotty voiced his concern. "It may not be 

possible to hold." 

The idea was to place themselves in 

an uncomfortably close, very fast orbit 
around the blazing red giant; then by 
applying thrust at the precise second to 
shoot off in another direction. It was 
like jumping off a high speed train going 
over a mountain pass. The correct timing 
would take you where you wanted to go-- 
for them, into the anomaly—but the wrong 
timing, well, that's what captains were 
for: to tell them "when". 


"Not a bad machine," Kirk commented 
to no one in particular. "We need to 
get ready to put on the brakes," he 
ordered as he studied the navigational 
figures. He said a silent prayer that 
he had figured right. He glanced back to 
Spock, but the Vulcan no longer even moaned. 
"Now," he cried, clutching his chair as 
Scotty threw the switch for reverse 

thrusters. 

The tiny ship did not have nearly 
enough power to stop their catapulting 
charge, but the thrusters did tip the 
balance enough to check their headlong 
flight. The tiny ship bucked. Stressed 
metal screamed in protest as laws of 
physics and gravity battled for their very 
atoms. The build-up of the heat from their 
close passage to the sun was intolerable. 
The compressed air became cloying with the 
smell of fear and sweat. For a second, as 
the ship creaked and groaned, it seemed 
like the walls would collapse on them, 
crushing the life out of them. Then 
suddenly the pressure shifted, and the 
ship rose and rose. Ten, fifteen, thirty, 
sixty degrees and then over. 

"Damn," Kirk cursed as he watched 
helplessly while Scotty and Sulu fought 
the controls and disorientation. But the 
ship, like the well-crafted machine she 
was, continued her roll until she righted 
herself and stabilized. 


"Calculated risk, Scotty, but the 
Excalibur won't be looking for us to take 
-7 such a risk, either." 

As they got closer to the Vulcan sun, 

’ and pressure began to build in the 
small ship, and they were wildly buffeted 
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"Where the Hell are we?" asked Kirk. 

With a look of absolute glee, Scotty 
answered, "Smack in the middle of the 
anomaly, sir. We made it!" 

Wiping sweat from his forehead, 

Kirk smiled. "Hold her steady. We're on 
our way," he shrugged, "I'm not exactly 
sure where." 

After a while, as the ride got 
smoother, Kirk buzzed for McCoy. "Got 
a patient up here for you." 
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side of Vulcan's sun, but nothing fits the 
charts." Kirk answered without lookina 
back. "How is he?" y 
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"Don't know yet. I'll have to get 
him into that cubicle they called sickbay 


hsplf “ h * uh ' Kirk turned his attention 
on? k ? the sensors. "Keep a sharp look 
out. i don't expect Excalibur to try to 
follow us, but let's not take any chances 
Also, if refugees came into this area, we 
don t want to run afoul of them without 
any warning. Anyone with balls enough 
to take that ride, and reason enough, 
bears watching.” 
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Kirk continued studying the screen 
without answering, but his mind was busy 
with a thousand possibilities. Maybe not, 
but then maybe so. What would a Vulcan do 
if his offspring turned out to be such a 
bitter disappointment that he could 
jeopardize all of Vulcan's principles? 
Spock was a prince, but such a contro¬ 
versial one that it might serve Vulcan 
best if he simply disappeared. It was 
not a comforting thought as the Human 
studied the murky, violent space that 
they were attempting to negotiate. 
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finally broke out of the swirling mists 
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ock couian - — wit h his ey^- 

le ? n !^ in b?t his breath did come 




% 


tightly closed, 





ea V 

butt* 


Kirk inched himself back 

. u; r. KanV use ~ _ i _ . 


"I think we might have some bargaining 
power, yet," said Kirk, as he leaned forward 

1 r\ hie r*h -a -i v U « n M 4 t.t-i 4* K a n4* i r* \ — 


ts.-S^ able position * 

i*0 re resence seems to soothe him," , 

•your Ebbing his own forehead and 
v sai^ r tal i, thin frame Into the only 

g&g the room. 

cb aXt holding the bone-thin Vulcan * 

Kirk sat Ru bbing up and down the tense 

his arm 5 * ragged breathing fell into the 
i* [ until the rag«u gleep ^ slowly , Kirk 

"* h * a ” 

unt a "^K to the bridge- 

<jet ^ i“" 


a hand on McCoy's shoulder, 
a a word the pain t 


H e la ? ft without a word the pain that 

:|ul0 wledg in f,. ond bore for both of them. 


d ? in frlend bore for both of them. 

knew his yQU need me ." 


Call 


>ar 


. smi ie was all the answer he got 
A grim smJ - 

u . wav to the bridge, he could 
On his w y „ Admiral to the bridge! 

the P a ??l Chekov's voice 



L s edged 


with 


ee that all Hell was about 

e - panaing before them on the 

eak l00 ^ e ; h e most motley, and he had 

;re f doubt, most dangerous assortment 

U he had ever seen. 

"Have you made contact with them, 



ura 


7" 




They 


are ordering us to 


rrender. 

e co ttv handed him a quick 

sir firepower. The , 

r, but the weaponry is qu 


assessment of 

lot of them, 

crude." 


. n ui q chin and wrung his 

Kirk scratched his ch .. .. « He 

"True, but a lucky « Pa tch me 


in^t finish the sente ^® 

rough to them, Commander 


"Their leader, Quanaang 


on screen. 


. fl 


"Hailing alien vessel. We ord^^y^ 

a ru.m vnur weapons and P 


stand down 
taken into 


your weapons 

tow!" 


in his chair, his eyes shining with antici¬ 
pation of the confrontation. "On screen." 

The screen lit up showing the powerful 
alien full-figure. The man was even more 
impressive against the backdrop of his 
mixed crew. A tall, dark-haired, lanky 
fellow of probable Romulan descent stood at 
his shoulder. There was some quality about 

m _ ^ 


Something about the carved face, the tawny 
eyes that promised to come through the screen, 
and space itself, to protect the man he stood 
behind. These were dangerous men. The big 
one simply because of his sheer power an 
the look of one who had never been defeated. 
The Romulan because of his obsession to 
protect. Kirk had seen that lookbefore-- 

somewhere! 
moment. 


rk had seen that iook. 

He couldn't identify it at the 


his bravado, 

Kirk admired the man . He was 

to mention his fierce ® and brash 

undetermined origin, powe . . promised 

h an underlying brutishness th P 


is James T. Kir*, 

We come seeking sanctua y 


quarter. 

"This is James T. ^Kirk,^coinmandinge 
icer. 

n you no harm." 

"Well, we certainly mean you 

i alien returned glibly. e 
ictuary. Stand down your arms 
id a crew to pilot you to a ea 


no harm* 

offer you 

I will 

safe place. 


"We'll-be happy to follow you t° this 
haven. But I'm not prepared to accep 



There was a skimpily-veiled 

u- r.™—. 

think I am a fool to ieaa 
my sanctuary?! 

"You think 
myself in the 
shot back. 

The man 



in 

"You 
ship to 


unarm 


k X sift roox «h Kiirk 

presence of strangers. Krr 


qave Kirk a 

But 


fool, I am certain 
else to go. If Y°u want 


shrewd look. " 

you have nowhere 
sanctuary, you must 


play by my rules 


"I warn you 
could easily 


defeat you 


Your ships are old. We 

_ II 


To make his point Ki **^ated'the 3 

quick evasive maneuver. ^ # barrage of 

sKfsit'sts- i..v| 

SyS'-Si * h * " t ‘ , ° 


enemy 

When communications - — T mpresse a 
S U t n he n Insw«ed simply. "You could not d 

You would not be here n i u 


look impreaacu, 

You could not defea 

else to 

were wel- 


go 


anywhere 


Armed 


" -- Ir-I-d say we have an impasse 

Kirk {answered, I our desir e to m- 

in that case. It wo uld need assurance 

fl i C t any damage^y ^ crew , n hands . 

before I P ut ^ leader who under- 

I judge that yon are.a leader 

stands responsibilities. 

Quanaang held up his clenched 
in warrior's salute. "I understand 



respon- 
On my honor I offer 


Kirk signaled to cut the friends, 

leaned back in his seat. "Well, n 
hink we've met the enemy." 


sibility and judgment. 

Jou safe passage and guesting in my home. 

Kirk returned the salute. n X accept 
guesting privileges, as do my crew.” 


"Aye, we should've stayed on the 

^ II 


other side 


"Good. Follow me.” 



"Lead on 


•t 


to the surface. His worry abo 
was eating away at him. ° ut s Pocfc 


Kirk exit 
around at his 
could get 
out with his 




transmission and looked 
. "Looks like things 
tough." He singled Uhura 
. "Not much of a place 






I not carried 


him a level gaze. "When have 
my own weight. Admiral?" 


He bowed his head in acknowledgment 
of her spirit. 


With more than a small reservation 
the outcome, they followed the small. 


about 




"I don't recognize a single ship. What 
about you, Scotty?" 


"No, sir. I'd guess that most of those 
models are in excess of a hundred years old 
w ith all sorts of modifications. That one 
flanking us looks like a real hotrod. 
Probably made up of at least three other 

ships." 


"You have to give them credit for 
ingenuity," said Uhura. 


The journey to Haven, the name of their 
destination, took several ship days. Kirk 
realized that was because of the slow speed 
at which they were traveling, but he also 
suspected that they were not taking the most 




"Try to 
Sulu." 


keep account of our course 


"I am, sir 



nothing 


, but the gyros 
of the magnetic fluxes, 
in this space to get a 


are all out 
and there's 

fix on." 


Kirk rubbed his chin as he studied the 


He knew he was being led deeper and 

4 • » _ ^ ^ V\ 1*7 3 


deeper into unknown territory, he 

traD regardless of Quanaang's pledge, a " d 
quite honestly doubted that he could get out 


on his own. 


"This space 


seems to be almost closed, 


Admiral." Scotty ventured. It s a 
thouah when we came throug 


though when we came througntnac* a 

we entered," he shrugged for lack of pr P 


words. 


ii 


a 


closed universe.” 



see that, Scotty. You would 


for there to be just more space, 

but it's like we're in ? t 9 ireeping" into 
his h voice? h but°these^were level-headed 

__ Vli^ oTlVl^e of panic, and 

heaved ' .of the chair. 


people. 



heaved himseir - ~ and McCoy . 

/want you to get 


some 



n 



.■I'm all ri ? h £' _ llld 

nswered, but Kirk cou 


fl 


Scotty 


see the fatigue 


ines in his face 



Commander 


,rk 



j no Vulcan on me, 

don t 9 j can handle. 

^ut^he truth was too close 



"Aye, 
stand some rest y 
pardon, sir." 


, ’n I think y ou _ 
t y 1 seif. Be ^ n co «a 


g you t 


Kirk left with a grin on u. 
but it was true. He could f e ^i ® 
his bones. He was tired to th lt in ' 
and there was no rest in siahi-® c ° re . 


XU 11X0 u 

with his 


Winn uis two menus. TheyM aiiT 
through twenty versions of Hell 1 
was no end in sight. and 



Spock lay quietly on the hunt 
drawn with the effort 


effort of ey- 

with the forces tearing throuah 
McCoy looked no better. Kirk r ff S min<i 
Doctor's hair as he passed, and ^ 

the narrow bunk beside the Vulcar t ° n 


"Feeling any better?" 


Spock rolled over on his side 
burying his face against Kirk's i e ' 

He stayed that way for several Iona’ 
seconds, breathing raggedly as if t • 
to draw some of the essence of Kirk ' ^ 
his lungs. Still nervous and unsure^K 0 
how to respond, Kirk momentarily f roz abOTlt 

He could feel, actually feel, the effn\ 
of withdrawal in the Vulcan. rt 



"Damn," he whispered, and with the 
briefest of shrugs, not daring to look 

back at McCoy, he gathered the unresist¬ 
ing body into his arms, like he had done 
everytime he had come. He allowed the 
Vulcan to cling to him. There was nothing 
sexual about the caress. Spock was more 
like a child snuggling into the arms of 
a parent, except that he couldn't seem to 
get close enough. He needed Kirk like a 
man dying of thirst needs water, and he 
drank from Kirk, absorbing energy through 


his very pores 


They sat like that for as long as 
Kirk could stand it, probably less than 
ten minutes, then Kirk gently untangled 

With a stroke, he smoothed the 


himself. 


sweat-dampened hair back from the Vulcan's 


forehead. 


"1*11 be back," he promised, swaying 


dizzily as he stood. 


"I...I'm sorry, Jim." 


* 


«*% 

tfAA <V 

P's , - 

S'y .■jSp 

//// 

Ai ^ 

<1 


t 


. 4 - » Kirk leaned down and kisssi 

Don t be ' Tt seemed such a 


UU11 ^ I 

the man on the cheek. 

natural thing to do. 

- « 


chii^ 


good night. 
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He noticed as n He b , 

fallen into a fitf l f the Doctor 


well* 







S>K h iS 


iP e Ae u 

liV e d *•, 

ec" iit 1 * 

S I dc 

'Am . e< 


in 




«ssS 

tl» e % hi® • 

^°pcti° n * v. 


^ Sli on 
aSS !his waS 

it tf 5 Kirk 

»a >» a 
U lad KM* 


When hi 

aost n> en cri 
aid not have 


ij 3 sneerii 

H 


With a 


•I toped yo 


screen. 


Ssera ble 


be a 


Of Vulcan, 'ttiemenr v- - vui' 

was one ^ 1 ' a some l»’ 

people . The P a smatte ring o£ 

Drtmnlan# Wlvlli 


Romulan, 


1S2 






tha t Kirk could not identify 

f luC " L was one group with an average height 
Tl' er „ pn feet with a rangy, heavy build b 
of haired with shockingly blue ey 4s 

an? d aS the group that Quanaang belonged" 

Thl though he seemed to be the leader of 
to» z 

all* 

weaving the BIRD in orbit, Kirk beamed 

accompanied by Sulu and Chekov. 

process completely amazed the 


do* 11 . „ 

*2£it**s • 

S roen 


The 


They 


The fact that Kirk came with 
was equally impressive. 

were greeted by about twenty men 

__ frnm Ouanaana's nrntm r.n_ 


''■ 0 rity from Quanaang's group. When 

the materialized, they held up their arms to 

they they were unarmed. 

show t na 

iij must apologize if I seem inhos - 
hie " Quanaang said in a booming, jovial 
ta as his men stepped forward to search 

— "You understand that your 

* • *a m 


voiCe, sitors. "You understand that your 
the vi gtunt at our meeting has impressed 

littt® „nnprved some of mv Deonlp." h 

as well 


P 1 * 



U ^ w - ^ IT — — 

unnerved some of my people 

- he inspected Kirk's communica 

A • 


he 


firmed as he inspected * 
torwith obvious curiosity. 



■•If I don't check in with my people they 
likely to do something embarrassing," Kirk 

asponded in a mild voice. 

Quanaang switched his assessment from 
e mechanical device to the Humans standing 
Ifore him. Kirk stood easily for the visual 
ispection. In his years as a diplomat for 

Fleet, he had learned that his open, se_ 

ssured front seldom failed to win him points, 
f this was to be a war of wits, man (or alien) 
3 man, Kirk knew he had a good chance, 
t were a matter of physical strength, well, 

2 had fought giants before. 



If 




When his scrutiny, which would have had 

roost men cringing and begging 
did not have the desired effect, Quanaang said 
in a sneering tone, "I expected you to be 
bigger. * 

With a disarming grin, Kirk answered, 

"I hoped you weren't as big as you looked on 

screen." 


„ The alien face broke into a wide grin 
} like you, Kirk! You will make an 
impressive ally. Come into my home and 

ave re freshments." 

4 

Suh Allowed his host, flanked by 
two ? n ^. c ^ e kov. Quanaang left all but 

hls men outside in the courtyard. 


r °ughlv-h^° USe Was s P ac i° us ' made of 
Serial u 11 stones r obviously one raw 
iutnishj -*- n a bundance. The 

*n<i cane^ 8 w ? re stone with woven reed 
^ s tinct 1 ltt; *- n 9s. Though there was a 
^ round . ac * of decorative items, the 
Seeir| ina Were comfortable without 

y austere. 


8$ 

0n to what +. ls some division of opinion 
Vf.! r<da hg ° wi - th you, Kirk." 

s orve <3 6 ^9ht to the point as they 
&s fr om th Some not trust one who 
° Ss ive ay .^ other side with such 

lament, it has been a long 



time 

side. 


since anyone has come from the other 


"I suppose that our motivations were 
similar. I'm one step ahead of my authori” 
les, and as you have already put it, we 
nave nowhere else to go." 

For most things there is a price." 

"I don't have much to offer," Kirk 
said with disarming honesty. "The man 

that recommended that we come here did 

supply us with an interesting cargo, 

however." 

"What man sent you here?" 

"A Vulcan, Sarek, of the first family 
of Vulcan." 

Quanaang's face lit up. "I know this 
man. He was but a boy when it became 
necessary for me to come here. His father 
was the man that helped me." 

Kirk sat forward not quite believing 
his luck, but needing very much for it 
to be so. "I have his son with me. On 
my ship. He is very ill. Do you have 
healers?" 


"We have no healers, but there is an 
old Romulan woman who tends us. Bring 
down the son of Sarek, and I will pledge 
all my resources to his care." 

Kirk took a deep breath. Could he 
trust this man? But then, what choice did 
he have? He had to get some help for 
Spock and McCoy. "My communicator, please." 

He buzzed the ship. "Scotty, have 
Spock and McCoy beamed down." 

"Aye, sir. It will take me a while 
to get them to the transporter room." 

"Oh, and Scotty, send down a case of 
that stuff Sarek sent along. Let's see 
what we've got." 

"Aye, sir." 

Kirk relaxed back into his woven chair. 

It was done. One way or another he was 
committed. "I don't recognize your race, 
Quanaang. Where are your people from?" 

The man's eyes took on a pained, far 
away look. "My people no longer exist, 

Kirk. Only the ones you see here. My home 
was a lush, green world, called Sweet Waters, 
located on the outer borders of the Romulan 
Empire. My people were not as advanced as 
our neighbors. Though we were fierce 
warriors, we fell before our Romulan cousins. 
They took no prisoners. A few of us from 
the royal family were kept as hostages and 
slaves as my people were exterminated. I 
was very young then. The youngest of my 
father's sons. 

"A young Romulan prince took pity on 
us, and managed to escape with a dozen of 
my people. He took us to Vulcan. At the 
time, Romulans were at war with peoples 


•\* 
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neutral and Ped * ration « The 

certain of thei! Xd not hel£ u I U * cans ««e 

them sent us h| r ^ °Peniy, but 

Romulans^f 1 90t to this D ia 

But one haH° r they had killed' 1 hated 

everythinq t ahown mercy and haS y ? eo P le - 

£ atad v ulcans f^th f " W """so 9 

had risked even £ t I! y people ' but again to® 1 " 8 * 

lean 1 could do no less k J 11 ' 1 dec ided 
leader of this place anA T am now the 

P ace and 1 welcome you. 

will do f weU. ar | f a "^° rab le man, you 
because you have done t0 thls P lace 

land, you will „ot be we 1 come!» 1 " y ° Ur ~ 

got up^o^go outside nSP ° rte ^ V hine < Kirk 

by answering, "Mv on!v S ^ riSlng himself 

-11. « He IteppL^LIrrju^ri^iS:! 

help an exhausted McCoy support Spook tQ 


own 


Quanaang shoulde 
and lifted the Vulcan 


his arms. 


"I will carry 


red them both aside 
like a child in 

the son of Sarek 


II 



tr. c^ i:l ?u Waitin9 for the healing woman 
f „ bhe men opened the crate of things 

om Sarek. Quanaang looked on in appre¬ 
ciation at the thoughtful collection of raw 

3 ? at f rial and gadgets that the Vulcan had 

. He held up a small generator. 

"Ahh, gold and jewels have no value, 
and paper currency is used for toilet paper 
but a wise man brings wise gifts." He 
turned to Kirk with a gleam in his eye. 

"Do you have women?" 


he saia lowe * 

w as not lost 1 
wa * kiUea - ° n 

... Quanaana 


V 


ha <5 


>Ptiv his v 0 - ^ 
1Ve 

**• •i 


you.■ 


” 5 fou only a hij n sat back i n h . 

y had one nJFl' *ttr. 

Conditions in ^^*ii 

from here. There ar* J Wor ld are 

to have chU^ ny P®°Pl= 1££et ' 
had plenty of ti ^.i ldren - I. 

tone Quanaanq e 3 .j . 

one of a horse trad®^ • the cw 

wish to breed your wo^n lf you r 0 t^ 
mind siring a child r- ' you v oold u 
daughter, l virgi^ « 

season very soon, i wouldL 0 ?® 6 into 
have you lie with her!- ** h 



"Whoaa! 
honored 
well. 


wait a minute, v . a . 
tha» you would consider 

S 311st not our custoffi 



Quanaang waved his 
r customs are back 
A place you will 
This is a new existance 
yourself with my family 
blood with the blood of 


hand i 


alliance 


there on the other 
never see again. 

If you ally 
by mixing your 

ray get, we will 


The man leaned his broad, rugged face 
close to Kirk. "Do not fool yourself, 
Kirk! There are enemies here. Those that 
would not have strangers in their Haver.. 
Cast your lot with me and we will both be 
too powerful to challenge." 


Kirk thought about Uhura. He knew that 
eventually he would have to show her. "I 
have a woman," he 



"Let me 
safety of 
this." 


Kirk inclined his head to the big »an. 

to my sick friend first, and the 
my crew, then we will talk aore of 


Quanaang looked disappointed. Only 
one. Is she bound to you, or would you 
consider trading for her? Women have not 
fared well on this world, and are high y 

valued." 

"She is bound to me," Kirk lied. 

"A pity. Would you consider breeding 
her , i have three sons to stud *° d could 

take your P ick - you to one third 

i my goods, and my influence at war no 

• “I II 

;ounci1• 

« Kirk could 

, p V en seen her, 

"You haven t even 

,ot hide his amazement. 

~« II 


w w 

breed." 


lo, I 9 ueSS ner°amusement Kir "Bu? - 

^centS"een joined. I wouldn 




re -nrr her out. " 
loaning ner 

child ren? " 
have no C1 * A 


The man laughed expansively and slacped 
Kirk mightily on the shoulder. Just then 
the tall, lanky Romulan Kirk had notice- 
on the shiD came in with an old crone. 




back 



"This 
spoken 

and embraced 

and giving a 

the eyes that 

lonsnip explain* 
saia - mj have bro-g nt 

a gauntlet thrown down. Vu lcan 

the healing woman, though ut g e hope . 

is very sick, I can 

. H n^nUrs Y ufIe«d1e^ 

nature. He na& 
trauma." 

, Kir ) C judged to 

The Romuian, wb ° litt le P ast . sbe 

close to ^O year^oia^ head.^ 

Romuian midd bones and 


about 

Vulcan 
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They went into 
was being kept 


OIUc* IX -j 

=r,ock was Deln 9 Ke Pt. The old ? r °°m who 

% e t him, one gnarled hand over ? man leaned® 

while the other one searched for 18 h ^tJ d 

points on his face. When Kirk ent >ressure ' 
aid leaned towards him, as a k itten 

light. se ekin 

The woman opened ancient eve 

, t Kirk, then lapsed back into a 
Afraid to interfere, Kirk inched 
McCoy, who looked ready to drop 


cten 

Se ®king 


* to look 
tran 




e r to 


the 


After several minutes, the wom*n u 
meld with a sharp jerk. She aot bro1 
the floor and walked out of thl Up 

outside she cried in a shrill 
e is the Kirk?" 11 v °ice. 


from the uy 

n*re OUtSluG 

?Shere is the Kirk’" 


Jim stepped forward, 
• n his chest with dread. 


his 

"I 


heart slammi 
am Kirk." 



"I cannot help your friend. onlv 
V0 U can quench the raging storm in him 
you have the courage to do 


McCoy 


must help 


Also the 


If 


"Help him? How? I've been trying." 


She fixed him with a piercing stare 
that caused the hackles to rise on his neck. 
"Helped him? You have nearly buried him 
with your guilt. The visions I saw in his 
mind, I do not understand, but one is sure. 
He needs you so badly that without you he 
will surely die, yet he refuses to take 
what he needs because...he loves you." She 
shrugged bone-thin shoulders and her rags 
shifted about her like reeds in a dry wind. 
"If he breaks a leg, send for me." 


All the blood was racing from Kirk, 
leaving him cold in its passing. He looked 
around at the witnesses to her words. He 
looked at McCoy, whose eyes had become 
sunken orbs of pain. 

"I don't understand what she means," 
he whispered. 

"Your only crime was that you loved 
too well," Quanaang quoted. "And I thought 
you meant your woman that you keep hidden 
on your ship. " 


^9r6ed. •• 

£ O ft •& 

■ Kirk sensor! 

c°me into th<* ed rather than heard McCoy 
decide how he* f°?T after him. He couldn’t 
that he knew hl 8lt about that ' except 

friend anymore f ? ould not exclude this 

What did th^ b V ould den V Spock... 

ha dn-t already offLed? 0 ®" that he 

f°ng moment^s fn h 1 d6 the bed for several 

b reathinq y rL^S e blghtl Y closed, his 
^in dignitv" v- W i th the effort to main- 

the agony K lrk didn,t understand 

of Pain that ?° uld feel the residue 

his two fr?Lr emed t0 rever berate between 

ordeal sail ?^ The density of their 

how he had to h h ^ Hell u° Ut of him * Some " 
tween the ° bridge that gap, come be- 

never hit™ a ? d absorb that pain. It had 

qive if earer that “ somehow'had to 

w® hl ?? elf U P to th em, be consumed, 
before the Hell would end. 


With his heart slamming in his chest, 
ne reached down and took Spock’s hand in 
is. it was cold. A Vulcan's hand—coldl 
pock turned to him and opened his eyes. 

"You should leave this place, Jim." 

With a shrug of broad shoulders, 

Kirk answered. "It's too late for that, 
Spock. We're committed...fifteen years 
ago, seems like a thousand, we touched... 
something like this," and he cradled the 
cold hand in both of his. "We pledged 
friendship. I called you brother, 
remember?" 

Spock gave a slow, painful nod. "I 
remember," he said in his deepest bass. 

"Over the years, it's become more 
than that. I can't put my finger on when 
it changed, but we've gone past the realm 
of friendship. At least the way I inter¬ 
pret the word." 


Kirk fell silent and all three men barely 
breathed as they listened to the silence. 

"What do you need, Spock? Tell me what to 


"He is my friend," Kirk said simply, 

willing it to be true. 


Spock's grip on the Human's hand tighten 
ed. "I will destroy you." 


"Just as Meador was my friend," the 
Jig man said, pulling the Romulan to him, 
J* friend that gave up princehood for me. 

°nly made the joining sweeter. I 
ink you'd better go to your Vulcan 
before it is too late." 

tn nodded and moved like a ghost 

small room. McCoy started to 

to c? W but Quanaang put out his 

st0 P him. "They don't need you, friend 

they *J cC °y stared at him blankly. "Yes, 

°* J'm part of this...them." 


In the darkness they could feel Kirk's 
smile. "You couldn't destroy a gnat. 
Monsters and queens and fleets of Klingons 
haven't made a considerable dent in me; 
what makes you think that you could? 


"I would tie you to me in a way that 
be reprehensible to your nature. You 
v greatest treasure, my sun and earth, 
y would destroy you." With the effort 
eech and the tension of the situation, 
's breathing had become more labored, 
a in more pronounced on his stark 


9o. P i th a puzzled look Quanaang let him 

SleJ Ssin 9 an affectionate kiss to e 

inter esti ne «k w hf s P ere< 3* "This soun 


McCoy stepped closer to them. "For 
God's sake, Jim! He needs your mind. What 
are you going to do; make him beg for it?" 


Distracted# Jim turned to McCoy. "He 
had my mind for years. I never held any¬ 
thing back." He sat on the bunk beside 
Spock. "Take what you need." 

The trust implicit in those words brought 
tears to the Vulcan's eyes. "It would be 
different, Jim. I never intruded on your 
private life before, but now I...am not 
strong enough to control the depth of the 
link. It would be...difficult for you." 

Kirk lifted the Vulcan's hand to his 
face. "Do it, Spock! Whatever you need!" 

"I fear you will hate me later when 
the full impact of your generosity is 
realized." 


Fear! The fear was real enough. The 
intensity of need was a tangible thing in 
the room. The still air throbbed with 
necessity, longing that had become 
obsession. It was all the Human could do 
to sit beside the Vulcan and offer himself 
to be devoured. He couldn't answer and he 
couldn't move. He was open, vulnerable like 
a broken-winged bird before a cat of prey. 
Yet he wouldn't change it if he had the 
power to do so. A thousand years—no, 
an eternity—of commitment lay between 
them, and if it canceled out his existence, 

than so be it. 


Spock hesitated that final second, 
using all his remaining strength to give Kirk 
one last chance to escape, but the game Human 
stayed, serving himself up as food for the 
gods. The Vulcan heaved himself up from the 
bunk with a loud groan and launched himself 

at the Human. 

Kirk reacted with fighter's instinct to 
the attack, trying to fend off a wild animal, 
but the alien strength, even after his 
prolonged illness, was greater. The two 
went down on the floor, rolling about like 

Before Kirk understood what 



was happening, he was pinned beneath the 

Vulcan's superior weight. As one 
pressed on the exact spot for a nerve 
pinch, the other went for the Human s face. 

The fear that Kirkhad , r< r fu ??^ ^hen 

acknowledge before, exploded in him whe 

faced with a S i t w i^£d n with t all his strength', 
trying V to dislodge the Vulcan. A small 

dizziness, but not unconsciousness. 

aware of McCoy hammering at the 

ss*. 


blows that 
ness of a child s. 

"Spock, stopi 


For God's sake stop! 


This is Jim! 


Jim! Stop!" 


The Vulcan merely shook his 


head at 


He pressed his fingers 
ne F 4-v.o Hnma 


face so hard 


the annoyance 

in «°aSaid S he“wouId smash bones. 

this be on your J}^' 
not mine! You did it. 


Human 

"Let 


Your fault— 

Breached my barriers 


I 


Destroyed 


us both!" 


Past 


the point of resistance and not 


understanding the violence, 
to whisper. "What you need 
what you need." 


Sp°ckl 


The Vulcan gave one final , 

that cut through the night like * bal c ty 
howl, before he slipped into the 
of the Human mind. iai:> yri 1 ^ 


y 


It was only then that Kirk 
the meaning of the word pain Th- rst °o<i 
gentle probing followed by a’n]J?t S * a s no 
tingling like he had known somanv*^ 

This was a white-hot knife 


i 

jPf 

tWiO 



itivity of a batt* * 
ram wielded by a crazed, charging hi i^ n9 

elephant. In all his experiences of L- 

captured and held by all of the fea C 
enemies that he had faced, he had n £, S0lrie 
felt more defenseless. There was not^ 
to stop the rampaging alien* mind that lQg 
consuming him, and he had never wished*^ 
more desperately to have torture ended 


-I p\c 

y ip i 


t*' ri 
/ c\*° 

5 5 * 





Just as suddenly as the assault had 
ed, it stopped. Struggling for air 
Kirk forced himself to attend to the f 

Something was happening. 


situation. 

w ^ -— j m 

Turning away from the inner pain, he opened 
his eyes. The Vulcan's face was inches from 

Spock's face reflected the horror 


his own. 
in his own. 


"Spock?" he croaked. "Why?" 


"Need," the Vulcan whispered through 
cracked lips. "I need. Could not take the 
chance that I would be denied." 


> efl° l 


"Wha...what now?" 


.MB 


"The final desecration. Give it to me 


Jim! Will yourself to give me your essence 


ft ft 


your soul!" 


With 


lead, and 


monumental effort Kirk shook his 

afraid it would 


:ome of f. 


as immediately 
"How? How can I trust you now?" 




.... 


The Vulcan lau"*' 0 ^ - Tt was an 
.ngly bitter sound. 


"Because you are the 
You can't deny me, Jim, though it is 
our”destruction. Yield and I will make you 

immortal!" 


Cirk. 


Not knowing where the “£ 53 ? 


r 


Not knowing wnere tne nr essed 

;irk_ struggled _uponhi« • Hc ^ oy „ 0 uld 


tis lips to the Vulcan s r;U y ' leaped 
testify that sparks of e ^ ct | DOC kbore the 

his mouth. The two men writhed throat 

combat, making anima still as death. 

until finally they lay as sti 


m 


t 


McCoy sobbed as h ?e^up^as close to the 

.eartbeat, then he curie £ell in to an 


ecutucuwf - 

wo men as he could get, 


in 


xhausted doze. 


. Mfl i.i s dawn 

Hours later as this tried to 

truggled ov ®| ^^tangled weight^ t 

^•r b o^: r £ e was joia r ; t ^ f his 

dewanded ' 
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McCoy uncurled stiffly when . 

moving- In the most professi? felt 

e could maintain he asked? »>an- 


^rcouia 

I* o'* 

m? 


•'Can 


‘"an~ 

You okay 

JilTU I' 

you hqlp me move him? Kivu 

rk asked. 

Together they lifted the sti1i 
■ niis Vulcan and with great eff or .r Unc °n~ 

sC \ on the bunk. McCoy covered him 9 °^ him 

c * ke t, then turned concerned blue Wlth a 

bl anK ,. yoU didn't answer me. How ^.>- eyes to 
jim. x now are you?” 

Jcuch a deep sleep. Is that normal?” 


-- 

^uch a deep sleep 

McCoy Shook his head. "As far as i 
, a n tell, it’s the first true sleep he's 
C a since he was resurrected. He'll D ro- 
5 a h lv be out for hours, but it's you i' m 
ba ^ried about. What he did: Can you 

handle it? 

Kirk shuddered, drawing a long, ragged 

krpath into his lungs. I didn t know for 
„? e what he wanted. Now that I do, I'm 
5 , re d shitless, but Bones," his chin 
hot up a fraction of an inch, "I will 
handle it, and you'll do everything in your 
[lower to help me." 

"Whatever you say. Admiral." 

"None of that 'admiral' crap. We've 
t enough problems. Let' s see what 
Quanaang has planned for us today." 

The two men started out of the room, 
when Kirk put his hand on the Doctor's 
thin shoulder. "I haven't forgotten you. 

You're part of this, and God knows 

He inclined his 


Bones. 

I haven't forgotten it." 
head back to the sleeping Vulcan, 
has he. Whether you like it or not, you're 


"Neither 


in. 


n 


Wide-eyed with amazement, McCoy 
followed Kirk out of the room. 

They were not surprised to find 
that Quanaang and his Romulan were slumped 
in chairs just outside their door. Concern 
was plainly written on the big alien's 
craggy features. 

B "Did everything go well?" he questioned 

We were concerned for your well-being. 

At the implications, and the realiza- 
that these two men had heard, even 
„ * he y had not understood, his struggle 

h the Vulcan, all the color left Kirk s 
an ? e ‘ ^ was obvious what they thought, 

w r eali ze d his disheveled appearance 

stm ? n * y confirm their suspicions. He 

w ould 9 K ed t0 put on his best faC6 ‘ Denial 

he counterproductive. 


h 


Everything is fine." 


hat is good. If you are able, w 

..^ n 9 s that must be discussed. 

muc h unrest among my people con 

you. - 


Kirk 

fati«u him like 9 a t cl'? d : pullin 9 his courage 
who di sroav b m * sk his own 

be his fri^ ^ ront of this man, 

. "Let's v , d ° r enem y• 

Thi s time las t a niqht e f' not su re we 

18 1S Moc °y- my??.heaier?" 0dUCt i° nS ’ 

heal 31831 ’ " w hy V th?n e H^ Ct ° r a ver ? close 
healer?” y then drd you need our 


and Vuleans, M “ e " treating Humans 
needed help with^ f t ? e time - But Spock 
^ ace - We hoped a n9 P eculiar to his 

have more expertise » n ° r Romulan would 

grabbing Ki^^by^he 6 ????? audden ^' 

by instinct, ierlcinS ^ lst * Klrk mov ed 

he realized he^was Luthr 8 ™ ba ° k ; be£ore 

he fix^a n^ an metal * Standing stone still, 

hn+-h that pose for a full second, 

bonpa men weighing muscle against muscle, 

^ . a 5 ?“ st hone, possibility against 

hi m S1 ^ lllty ’ As suddenly as he had grabbed 
nm, Quanaang let Kirk go, his hearty laugh 
rumbling deep in his chest. 

"Your race is as fragile as you look. 

I thought it some illusion. You are more 
delicate than a doll, yet you bring your 
challenge to my world with the strength of 
will of a warrior. Furthermore you dare to 
lie down with Vulcans. You are a paradox." 

Kirk drew a deep breath, resisting the 
urge to rub his wrist. "Strength is not 
always a measure of muscle, and friendship 
seldom is. I am the Vulcan's friend , as I 
would like to be yours. You offered me 
guesting privileges, if you wish to with¬ 
draw them, I will go back to my ship. I 
venture that you need what we have to offer, 
more than I need you." 

Again Quanaang roared with laughter. 

If you left my house, do you imagine that 
you could overcome the entire colony, or 
live here without my blessing? There are 
clever and powerful men out there that would 
have no qualms as to what to do with you or 

your people." Quanaang stopped for emphasis, 

fused to react by so much as a muscle twitch. 

"I offered you sanctuary. I do not 
rf>neoe on my pledges, no matter the provo- 

cation, anasti y qalaxy, anc 


II 


you'ha^e'run^rthe^nrof the galaxy, and 
from this place there is no return. 

With a conscious effort to still the 
jackhammer tegs', "You’ve 

that W-J, ".Cll. "in fact. 

is true. He rappe __we can 


We can 



is true. . , x. -i*. £ s not true. 

SU ^ r e°If we choose, and we c 
leave here ii 

you with us. 

u /lid not remember any transfer of 

H <-ton with Spock, while they had been 
locked"^ their mental battle, but apparently 

there had been some. 
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"How? 



n‘(K 


t 

t 


tb ^t Ce y y uican f • 

a bd Von^ tain of flrie nd tn1 _ 

<rrue » witK based oH r ass ump? me last n - 
n ? fc make b y °Uir a^° Utd ated l0ns »e re 9ht 

w ^at Sai- R u be trin i^u© eq ui lnf °rniati" ot tru« 

Et and i 45 XSV-' % 

you back to ?u Uld modify and 

STS:!? sh o 0 k hio _. G ° ther •UST 


A* 1° 

0 t O'* 

e i X 

\*i i 





t 

l‘s 


A 0 ' 


i 


i) 


!d iCns »or e ni9ht ^ZT Can b Ci „ 

qui^fsf^uS^ tru.. site... 9 ' *U egj** 




* 


back i- c °uld nioa- 

c an't ° Uanaan 9 she u ° thS shher 1 

Cor >< 3 etnned baclc ' We* his massiv 

emn od to die ^ are 411 ' 5 |ive head. 

.. *w 9 tlVes - 


II 


We 


whatever r C rim most Part 

?^*fc£»"S* wlrL^ a ^S e Sith and 

" ?«“f a 4™ SUk£ 2«™. 

r you." ies new start: 

..._ "What =,u_. . 


•* w «« *^w starts 

Your crimes ^ 11 Y°urself?« 
to return?" le n °t so oia ~ ed Q Ua naan g 

an Y°n afford 

VI **• 


S ««V?£" ""“SL'iiS* <»■••.. . 

Si”; sk*»«‘ tffi 

u traveled t^ u- ian t expect •• S- 

Pressed against some f ° rehea d and he " 

m not finished yet." nSeen pain * "But 


I knew you 

I m not sure hQw 

ling to leave 
here. Maybe not 
but to us they 



were a brave man, but 
many of our people are 

mi T u I Ve built lives 
much by your standards. 


II 


Kirk studied the 
remind me of the sort 


ruling in a sandpile, „ 
universe to be explored 


man. 
to be 
when 


"You do not 
s 





is a 


II 


Quanaang sat back. 




II 


"You presume a 


"The decision is yours. In the mean¬ 
time we've got a lot to do. We need to 
examine all of the things that Sarek sent, 



up a base of operations, inventory 
-*- " Kirk stopped. "The 


your equipment 
list is endless." 


Quanaang nodded. "In that case, I 
have even more to do. There are some 
we can convince. Some who will never 
leave, but will throw every obstacle in 

our way to prevent us from 1 ® a ^ n 5- 
Observing the deep shadows "“* e f 
eyes, "I wager there are s tr 1 n 9 

not settled in your own camp. 


Kirk pressed his eyes. "N°. ^ 

rything." Turning toleave. 


.•y thing." ft is safe for me 

01 


psopl® down. 


"When you trust me# 


Kirk." 


■, t hut there was 

Kirk nodded tiredly, s b. ied 


' an ! fL^hifc 


led open his 


hp'smiled and 
aS he ^tor "Kirk to 

communicator. 


rect 'vc d u°£- H V . 

^ H ts ^ Una ^. 




^ t o $ e ' 

■j5*‘ J.tf 

V'/ , 4 ^ 4 « tJ 1 P h V vjJ 

' /y y >;y 

f W- J .1 . Kid _a\ e 

f'i 


«( 


f Kry uKa* n f 

,t ( e lA’,n . 


... lor 

Peopi e7 ; an 


you 


"X Would b2 n 'ho Romu lan i 

Y our crew t h ° nor «i. ^ 


hi 

tln g my * v e 


y ^ *o ^ 

& % *yp , 

Kv l t° 

,(^ v 1 mm 


0 e 

V 




c° ^ 


e d ** 


t 


d 


t 


j- 


cra « is“I" ored - "^ n ti lnad h U k 

ln good hana~. yout »a>«. 

Not carin 

bu t reali 2 inq for the i 

not Yet realized 3 they We re ir PUc ^i 0n 

no offense and th at thl Ue ir » s ’ 

that he realized IZT*** himseif^ian > 

«« that Spook sharia ’^la.. 00 *^ 




*t-.y O 

. if y e ° f e 3 t 

*JI V s li^jC Ke^ 

9 k kyyi to ia k 

*/L i» 



tfit- %o v<s ■ 

*y, n( >«. “ t» 




fe ^ al 




vui«; ssas.^.-^ 


<io> 

efl e 


cc^ 


the ZLTo their*joint ” CCOy 

in Kirk • «a et,,-.! .. 30lnt quart 


& fS 


--fie aoor to their inT*nT n ^ oy h *i I P «s aI ^i,nol 111 

. 9 in9 ln »w: I a \,ir ah 1 


V 


rt 

Kr ■ 


i flS n 

0efl 


s o 
h 


tinC ne 

1 ^ 

"Vooli" 


"You said that I 
McCoy's voice was sha 


door, 


a lone.• 


like a knife. 


t I was part of this » 

sharp, cutting thr^ h ^ 


You are. Bones," Kirk soothed »k 
there is still so much that onlv Si , but 
can work out." Spocl1 and i 


i + » At h e j r o rc ed "'seco 

stil be »aix at 

^. a nd 3 er in P 01 

li2 e that 1 s ound 

real- 12 . tne 




roa lize ^ t he 

•t° u r fl crack ed ' aS the 

^<":Tead in ^ 


.jiili 


nod bis 





1 * red to no 

nfoh?, ha i f ' Cra f ed ' Jil "- Yhiak about \ „ as I entered the ro 

night! He can't control himself H .'- I s0 ° n 

ted that " MpPou nnk Ui- _ 8 1 . _,ACci 


last night! He can't control himself. He's 
admitted that." McCoy put his arm on Kirk's 
shoulder and moved closer to him in a pro- 

tprif i vp rr^ Q+-n ro w a _ ... 


shoulder and moved closer to him in a pro¬ 
tective gesture. "He could hurt you without 
realizing what he's doing." 


•Tf 

±u 


»* -TSS' 


and 


Kirk put both hands on McCoy's shoulders 
looked him squarely in the eyes. 'Could 


2 Ming process. 
5 Genesis planst 


■BMna Uiuuv-wf - 

lie woaan that attended me. 


and fathered 


you 

you 


prevent that by being ther< 
could stop him last night? 


yes. 'Could 
anymore than 


'Saavik! 


"But Jim!" McCoy cried as Kirk turned 
from him, entered the room and shut the door 
firmly behind him. The Doctor stood out?' * 
the closed door with anger rising m ^ 
but years of obeying this man won out. 

sighed and flopped into th ® = ha * u . 
had used the night before for hi 


i *3he-that-served r " Spock gri 
-'licked lips drawn back over 

r". 'Hnu it. i - _ 




uiawa uaujs. over 
|~ *»ow it is your turn. Y 
I - = armed me with your infide 

?£* WW me with 5ou r 

ave wo °ed me wit 


h 



It took some time for R Jl like y coo ,. 
adjust to the closed, dii wa s a 
The air was stifU g fl y, e ha ir ro 

musky odor tna k 

on the back of his ne^ 


3 ?^ - this 

** ^ -tod f l! as °n . 




fc*4 


’ fotc ^he £ p r Con vei 

ctUs hed , 


sj to U 

■feirA £.«h 



If 


Spook?" he called as he fe'-t * 

- . i ^ -ml- r»A• 


ive*e flt 


in the furthest corner 


hi 


COtlS’ 


"I asked y<^ d suf£ ert! j •uo*> 

._.„o ever sharea, 


^f. -‘<.8 f v 

hail to Vi 

iS in S 

>l 9 the P 




s 




we 've ever s 


Of 


sir. 


^ 







* lia d to work his throat to get any 
Kirk n „ We 've come too far to go bank 
ou^- you know that. I know that. 

n ot ^ 

I*' ..«/^arshand to what von commit 


nds ou " you know tnat. i know that. 

, g P^ C a *matter of choice for either of U s 

- nOt a 


•i 


••po 


U S 


po 


th if y° u 



w 

ir shook his head in the darkness, 
Kir ?hat Spock could see him, and hopinq 
kn owi n ^ movement would release him from his 

that f e He 

rr° r : 


vement 

had to regain some semblance of 

upon entering the room and 

_ j J rj 1 i on nT i 4- K -i 3.11 hi 


hiinseifVh^brooding alien within, __ 
n si” 9 ' n d natural courage had fled 

perhaps as scared as he had ever 

couldn't turn back. 


se if n ??!,- 


He 


% ^ 

been 


aid 

but he 


n ot/ " _ ht in it. ..v.w—— waxy, 

was ca .'ht eyes as Spock advanced slowly 
fear-kriS f lt like a small bird, cap- 


, r the Vulcan realized it or 
Wh6 ^d spun a fine web, and Kirk 

he he t _ it. w^tnhp 


He watched with wary. 


fear' 

Oh hi™ 


He felt like — 

the hypnotic stare of a huntinq 

_ -I 4- ^ -. j__ 


on *»- , Ky tne --~~ «• “unuin 

t ivate° Jng he was going to be eaten and 
c at» k ?° lv unable to move to prevent it. 

_^nletej-l _ - iUnn 


co® P^ e j,nd unwilling. This had been coming 

~-abl e _f_i^rs. He had courted it and 


Una fifteen years. He 

eyes of all his 

t un now- 

Bu t intellect and 


enemies, he wouldn't 


instinct sometimes 

When the hot hand 


t hard to agree. when the hot han 
fi nd 1 t Q f the darkness and grabbed him 
shot o . ^ -i umD ed. Schooling himself 


sh0 the wrist, he jumped 

W t rentance, he forced his trembling 
t0 aC f / s tand still as the second hand 
body t i n the hair at the back of 


his^head and jerked. 


••you realize that I am in pon farr?" 
deep voice cracked, the sound grating 
n Kirk's inflamed nerves 

endeavored to nod his 



the Human 

head in affirmation. 


"As soon as I entered the room. 


fl 


"It is the natural 



sion of 


the aging process 


I 



the Genesis planet, and 
on the woman that attended 



maturity on 
a child 


me 


II 


"Saavik!" 


"She-that-served, " Spock grated 

His cracked lips drawn back over his 

teeth. "Now it is your turn. . . , 

have taunted me with your infidelities. 

You who have baited me with your wi u 


You who 


ness! You who have wooed me with your 


friendship!" 


U UG --A • 

reason, but the 


"It doesn't have to be this way, 
>ck." Kirk tried to *- 

Lean was in no mood for conversation 

killing force, he crushed the Human 

him. 



awi 


Wanting to be able to give himsel 

' bis friend, but with gutter instinc 

fusal to submit himself to f ace 

jammed his free hand in Spoc ® 

At the same timer 

Verified his precarious balan f. e H j^ 

-m 3 well-placed knee. . “ 

circwnstances ' Spock wou there 

P r opared for such a move, b 


n 9 for the eyes 


The Vulcan g c ?° rmal about this situation, 
not relinm • a< ?^ ere< ^ back, falling but 

hand Ki ^ 1Shln9 his hold « ith either 

hard, qruntin Snt w tth him. They landed 

f°rc 4 d 9 ou? o? g th S 3 Wh °° Sh ° f air WaS 

the two pLet-tra?;ed W i th S Ut hesitati °«- 

the floor, wrestlin' 5:3 fl 9 hters rolled on 

estlmg for any advantage. 


which to a hp Cra h Per ' Kirk had nothing of 
opponent H, as ^ amed regardless of his 

of a pon’ farr m P ? Ck had the manic strength 

advantages wTri® t0 au ^ ment his usual 

Kirk over ‘ Wit^^ 3 crazed . roar r he rolled 
ened to sava 9e ]erk that threat 

Human. ^ Klrk s neck , he subdued the 


"You struggle in vain. Admiral." 


Chest heaving with the effort to get 


air 


^- un 9 s » Kirk suddenly went limp in 
tne Vulcan's grasp. Startled, Spock waited 

,? r a sec ond for some typical Kirkian trick, 
hen he let go of his quarry and began 
checking the Human with shakina hanHc. 


"Jim! Jim, are you all right!" 


With a deep sigh, Kirk opened hazel 
eyes and stared up into Spock's. "Why 


we fighting?" 


The madness momentarily dispelled by 
his fear, Spock shook his head. Kirk could 
feel the movement in the darkness. 


It is 


"I must possess you, Jim. __ __ 
necessary for my continued existence." 


The voice was filled with sadness and 


another quality, though Kirk could not see 
his face. 


"If you do this Spock, you will 
destroy both of us. I...I'd let you have 

me, but not like this. You'll never be 
ahito live with the shame, and 1 11 never 


be able to look you in the face again!" 


There was no sound except the two 


men's labored breathing. 


"Do you hear me, Spock? I'd let you 
have me. Just not like this. 


"It...is...too late 


I must have 


now!" 


With the swiftness of a d ° b £ a ' s £ ^g 

Spock positioned his ban ^ 1 Sooc l <■ s 

out as the lance of Spock s 


Spook Positioned hxs . s 

fevered e mind sliced through him. 


He hadgivenreasonhis ^est^shot, 

fOU ! h L^.s but he wasn't-- had ne 


he fought with _a ^f^sn't-had never 
trapped animal s a sick Vulcan. Wi 

been—a matcb .^ h e found himself on hi 


With 


pven a sick. 

been—a n,atc ^.-^ v h e found himself on his 

stunning ra Pi d ,^ Y ; n the rumpled cot that 

knee k'had C lain in only hours before, on y 

Spock had 1 dea th. 


breathsaway ftom ^eath. 


“ Remember," b ® s t °^ e h to S pass." 

ber why all heref brought hirt 


" Remem- 


He 


ber why all brought him back 

ha d brought Spock h him £rom the bosom 

from the dead, o p 





his people. 

not for this." 


P ° r What? "For what, if 


"Relax," 
the bed. "_ 

You’ve always 
you’ve always 



^r ed «* 

known. One “at L " W1 ? h it; 

known.” y or an °ther. 


"Fascinating,” Soock 

rxpped synthetic material 

to expose pale, trembling 


was saying 
with his 

buttocks. 



he 

hands 


Slipped baIk 9 in?o a ?h in ‘ kirk knew that. 

heritage once everj cvclfof'h^^/f has 

E; i x« r ^:rn 1 c. 2“\:?3 ■ 

ungentle hand probed at him. He 

couid kill him again, now, and it would 

be no trick. No McCoy to intervene. 

Then he thought of McCoy on the other 

side of that door. What would Spock do 

to him? He wasn't exempt this time. He 
was part of it, too. 


Thinking that it was important to 
get through this quietly, so as not to 
bring McCoy in to witness the horror, 
and perhaps force some other tragedy, 
Kirk nonetheless cried out as he was 


split by relentless, white-hot pain. 


"Spooockkk!i!" 



The rest was lost in 

in his throat 
lammed into the cot with 

of the rutting. 


inarticulate 



his body was 
the terrible 



Dimly, he realized that McCoy had 
come in, and that he was pleading and 
shouting and trying to pull the Vulcan 

of him. Vaguely, he realized that 

someone else had entered the room. He 
heard the whine of the phaser and we1 
corned it. Welcomed the surcease of t 
agony even if it meant death. 



■Cr ☆ ft 


When he struggled back to the edge 
of consciousness some thre atened him, 

4cCoy who was hovering over hi . 


"How's Spock?" 


"In better shape than you 



If 



The pain «« Sw’lSS 

♦asrsris.'»»= his 


J-Ups 


"He's j." r— - „ 

should have known! 


nis wow, - _ rnv 
in pon farr, McCoy. 



We 


And 


_ip ar he faced his 
clear jld dQ for 


tfith hazel ®^? d e re d what 

I. "I've consid came t 



time 


if he 


Now 
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t-ruth of that Z x n °dded 
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as usual, when it h*rh 1St ° n the k 
busy to even notic^"^" 6 ' 3 I V 
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"C’mon, Jim! v^, . 

full ever since we hit th ^ y ° u c h 
besides I was with him 


h/ A iK 





oesides 1 was with him all .? ellh ole 

it v ha d s aT„r^ i th h e av ^;4 n ! 


a 




it had a lot to do with'vK 1 have a 
and the time he spent i„ 




Kirk looked up with 

might be right about the ' "<o.. 

have been quite a coup for th! 
managed to stimul eru if 


managed to stimulate him if t ^ v ° U1 

he was too vulnerable to fiaht^ £art whe, 

sure that is what he has l'» ' 


P 


sure that is what he has done 1 '» 

years. Then they could provide \ thes « 
male with an assortment of lit-Ho n 
dutiful priestesses and—poof--instant 9 ' 


Jim. 


"I don’t know if I’d go that f ar> 


"Well, I would. 


As he had talked, the tension had ria 

in his body. Now he collapsed onto the be? 

"How bad am I. Bonpa?" Q 


in fatigue 
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"Bad enough. I was able to repair the 
damage with my laser scalpel, but you still 
need a couple of days off your feet." He 

. _t t _ 1__ J «.*. V A -y\jr ..... ..lii. 


to 



-none 


o£ : 


put out his hand as Kirk was getting out of 
bed. 
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"Which I don’t have time for 
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He 


si f a s U aeU 
^ ab , 
take ms 


' WniUl X ^lVJll U liavw v.u.mv, 4.V4. 

stood and grimaced as he straightened. 


"Jim! You can’t be serious. For God’s 
sake get back in that bed!" 




Hi, tot it i s - 

c -fluid not havs 

L : vier r0 °i 
b, nhaf s all 


Kirk put his hands on the Doctor's 
__- comfort as well as support 


itat, then I 


to would att 


shoulders for comfort^ ^ ^ <mf Bones 

• - V S\Y\ A 
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as he swayed. "The show must go uu, ^ 

he said in his most 9 with our 


9 


that our 


can't have Quana^na running 
little project. 


We still have the 
to help us get 


*i. I can u 

*! daughte 

*etto 


I ^ • — || 

the doctor 


Mt *- jsr*. s.:uSiS ?»- •• - ' ,u,i 

into . P.U »? P*”"' 
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half hour ago." n 

__ him a shot. 
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how 


long 


xhaust 


" Long 
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, for you to ^"““doesn't 

enOU _^ a tters, but that 



came to m ®;, vebot h 
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problem 


.-Ml me that you lr' too”long not 

th considei ed » e '°“ W 
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"I want to be there as 
. do-- ^rtT'conung round 

•’ if he P^ e y ° U dressed 9 hog:» he ' S 

* JXia rip y° u 1 K 

,:jceiy ^ Doctor with his most 

1 . rk fi* e< * . are . "I want to be 

,i<?b t£ as he stirs. 

***£•• soon 

tfi er 



tin? back 


H McCoy called to a re 


O 


O 


•a _ y- than he thought to face 
Tt was ha ^ s n't sure who it was that 
J 0 g. He “ he room and found him. It 
Q*f c< Je int ° been pretty, but he didn't 
didn't ha f p iay games. .He did make an_ 

> Effort not to walk 

T n ^ rammed 

,thih9 


up 


ig *— 

^ first Quanaang' s then Meador' 

He met :i« d , "What progress have you 

eyf *ith yoar P eo ? le? 

WJ " . . . _ . . 


wit" -* 

not been incapacitated that 
" YoU ^ Admiral. These things take 
mng on the other hand, informs 

time- are having problems with your 

ns that ,, y 

filled- 

virk took a deep breath. For some 

K £ t he could not define, he was 
eason thar been Meador. "Spock is 

lad that we can handle it." 

till qui te iUf 


There was the 
in - - "You, 



^some trouble with 

[frfnot the kind of 
idly to being on the 


smirk on the 
I imagine, would 
the situation, 
man who would take 
bottom." 


"That's none of your business!" 

He hurt all over, and he was ashamed, 
, hp sure as Hell wasn't going to stand 
here and take this bastard’s taunts. 


offering Kirk a steadying hand. "There is 
no mark on your honor. Some are called 
to serve," he turned to Quanaanq, "as I 
do, but no one dares to lay dirt on my 
honor. If the passage for you and the 
Vulcan into manhood has been difficult, 

I lay it to the fact that you are alien to 
one another, and not to anything lacking 
in either of you." 

Drawing strength from the understanding 
presence of the Romulan, Kirk stood straight- 
er. "There has been trouble," he managed, 
"but you may have given me a key to under¬ 
standing." He turned to Quanaang. "I offer 
you something greater than studs for your 
women. Convince your people that this is a 
good thing. Sarek has sent you the capa¬ 
bility to escape your exile." He cocked 
his head to one side studying the giant. 

"But then perhaps you are the one who is 
afraid: afraid that you cannot make it in 
the real, free world. You have skulked and 
hidden for so long, railing against those 
who oppressed you. Now you have a chance 
to go back and right those wrongs, but you 
cower like children, happy in your own 
inbred dirt." 


Quanaang had risen to his feet, 
towering over the Human and his Romulan con¬ 
sort. Anger had risen to his face like a 
red sheet. "You dare to accuse me of cowar¬ 
dice when you cannot even lie with your own 

man! " 


"You're damned right I've been afraid, 
but at least I've faced my terror—tried to 

face it. Have you?" 

Meador left Kirk and stood beside 
Quanaang. "He is your guest," he reminded 

gently, "and he could be right." 

Quanaang jerked his attention from Kirk 
to his man. He shook his head and dragged 

a long breath into his lungs, collapsing back 

into his chair. "You are right. On both 
counts. Go, Kirk I Deal with your problems 

and I will deal with mine." 


»0h, but it is. You are my guest, 

and I would not have a guest inconvenienced 

while under my roof and my protecti- ^ 

Besides, what's all the fuss. _ y ^ 0 , en 
is in heat, then I have at least a dozen 


maids who would attend him. 


I've already 


community is 


new seed. 


starved for 

you 
■ ■ ■ —*“"• 
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refused my daughter, but surely you w 
not object to sharing your bounty. 

Kirk felt himself swaying. He 
couldn't pass out. Not now. He centere 

a small island of security somewhere 

in his middle and pulled himself up un i 
he heard his backbone crack. 

"This is between the Vulcan and me> 

: ou can't help and I don't appreciate any 

interference. I've offered you all tne 


hnology I have and a chance at a new 




Even if you can no longer res ^ ec ^ 

18 a man, at least recognize my acconp 

n ts as a spacer. I can get a 
r °u out of here. " 


Meador 


rose 


to his feet and came over, 


Kirk left quickly, hurrying down the 
long hallways to Spock’s room. Ashamed! 
Ashamed, ashamed! He had been ashamed 
Ashamed to be—Quanaang was right- ashame 

to be on the bottom. It would have been 
all right if Spock had let. ,h im _screw^him^• 

Not Kirki 
in the ass! 


f Spock had let nim 

Just not stud Kirk getting it 




he got to the room. _ .. 

all 9 along. He had dreamed of it. 
for it! At times even wanted^it. 

Lots of times! 


Planned 

Hell! 


bad. 


H I I K esus , when he thought of 

the nights he had lain the^ ^ ^ nearly 

dying^hen' h^came^because he wanted it so 

Wanted it, but he^had 

That was the b £t ° need ,„ and me ant it, 
Spock, "Take w fought. Shame. He 

bSt ctuldn’t ,o. H*a to 

be m cha f?®‘ wor id to save Spock. Had 

thing i n ^ 
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proved that w-wi 

ho thought had mattered f P ever ything that 
ho couldn't do i? when J° r this ">an? bu? 
90 down for him! But h cou "ted. 

it killed him e woul d. 

he would! 


Couldn 1 t 

damn , 


the tension°radiatina C f° Sed door ' feelinq 

swallowed down panic^al^h"’ « he room - He 9 

I^e ^ 9 in him ‘ Insecure 6 S lfc ola terrors 
insecure. That's why il'„ “ waa so damned 

down for someone else ?? Person to go 

sty-suss'“ k ' 

a 'wnS“ 1 ;”ssi, b ;„ t s: srs.r;,,. 

" No I " 

McCoy B go h wTth fmoan and^ ^ppe^ £*5 

his^wrists" ‘ £ 2 * SteppSd badk rubbing 0 ”" 
belidrhis-fri"^. 0 " 0536 ' 5 ° Ver and st °° d 

qoo^v 'o w ° u2 : d not have harmed him," 
pock said in a defeated voice. "He was 

trying to give me another shot 

Kirk turned on McCoy. "I told you to 
call me as soon as he started coming round. 

"It was too soon, Jim." 

"I'll be the judge of that." 

"Be careful, Jim." McCoy said. 

"The Doctor is right, 
proved that I cannot be trusted 
turned burning eyes to Kirk. ± wuu 
rather die than do again what I did. 
Please, can you forgive me?" 


(1 


it 


I have already 

He 

"I would 


us 
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Kirk approached his friend cautiously, 
searching the eyes for signs of sanity. 

He sat down on the side of the same bunk 
on which he had been raped. Spock 
shuddered. "Spock, we are going to get 
through this thing. We have beaten every 
kind of Hell the universe^has thrown at 

and we can beat this. 

Spock almost smiled. "You j^ e ba f ied ' 
my friend. I heard your ? ^ s ' aXX finished 

of my... savageness it is all 

fault yourself. My vui ^ wiU 

final say. I co "P® harm my 
to end, rather than harm my 
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intact,you"?e th ^ with®^ 
make some adi.,i;^?. re -9oin a 


^-uuenta." ^ to havT^U; 1 v /f # ^ 

bed. "^havraue^v 16 st «i 9hta 1 ' 

control suffiei^Y -idttV-^ \ >* e , 

"How much ____ ■ ft S' A ^ it 1 
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"How much control, Spock?• 





Not to rape you • ' 

was tight, but Kirk nodded"in 


good 


s *ti sf 




not 






Do not 
has had 


Spock closed his eyes and . 
sides of the bunk with hrembling 1 ^^ th* 

• release of encounter «>, 

be sufficient to save my lif e . w r skou U 

Kirk shifted slightly closer - v 
know there are alternate wavs to Li Y ° u ^ 
sexual tension?" Please 

Spock opened his eyes, "i do not 
think such methods would be effective • 

e -ii Ave in peg 

"I'd be willing to give it a shot, if 
you are. We really don't have that much to 

But one thing for sure, I won't let 
you rape me again. We're right in the 
middle of a mess, trying to get out of here, 
and I can't afford to end up half dead; but 
most importantly, if we're going to have a 
relationship, it's got to be based on more 
than uncontrolled lust. I want to help you, 
but I can't if I won't be able to live with 

the results when it's over." 

"That seems logical." 

"Loqical, huh," Kirk said as he inched 
_r, firmly pulling the covers trom 

clenched fingers. 

gets out of hand, McCoy o£ hia> . 

administer one of those n y 
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said that r , w * -rSere was something. • -vital 


"Understood." 

"In that case, 


let go of the covers. 

and shutting his 
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addag the t 

!itk lif 
ad's eyes, 
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deep breath 
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holding back - ™ to give up. 
fhnt I was afraia being 


ashamed 


that 

Spock 


I accused you 
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me, 

you 

I'd 


while all 

would make 
be inferior. 


I was 

ashamed of 

time I was dfraid 0 ^how 

^ y° ur :.;; W take'anything 


th 
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could 


but that 


ii j t wa s 


your 


fault 


I was 


crude 
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Drawing a deep “ lc “ c “ 1 i owe a the Human to 
eyes ovnosing ^ 1S ^ ea wit- 

in their Y ea ^ °^ n , t think of o£ ji*» 

Srcould only think s Of eas . yer his noise 

fin \ hand H | shuddered and made a 
Ch6 his throat. 
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have to hurt, Spock. 

do& sVl should . " 

ne ve r sn 

l* ct ^ aeem disembodied. The 

I*» v d ce tr^ve d at his nipples, 

T^hands polling them. Spock 

S • ^ a his insides. He rolled 

Ski d *?f2’Snd 


p^ pe d thr° ugh n d forth on the pillow, 

ha^ and shor t gasps. 

c s ta ad t h coming in 


n -« ht ea Kandoned his nipples to be 

^ hands a ^ a 2ongue, teasing him 

Th® a ^ e t f t th g sides of the bunk 

f ep ii°he 1 f t Kirk. 

dtahh e the threat, 

d ® The tone, it H e wanted to 

“oSgh t0 St c?ush and subdue him, 

k th te, take a.d for so long. Firm 

e<i 'placing 'his arms back at his 

its * ete 
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^d s 

id eS 


ike 


. ont with me, Spock. 

^ti enT: ,, M 

“ B ? P a ood for y° u - 
thi s y 


I'll 


we re not that reassuring, 
Th e w °i d that trailed lower down his 
han ® . j_ »- a cting • 


oina 


the ^distracting 


ch 


Most 

Hx » |W “ little roiep-i-cijr, but I 

'Pl^ur condition I'd better get 
ll down to business. 


n . t tease you anymore. 

_ like a 1:Lt ,7^i^n I'd bett 


, hpre were the hands. 

First the warning there was the 

loring ; " at ^ied out at the first 

Spock or words were inco- 


stroking, 


h. but the words were inco 

her toUch /. n ican abandoned himself to 
n The Vulcan * the sen sation 


nt. The Y 1 * 1 ? 311 a n the sensations 

touch, drin ing end; yet insane to 

cj it would fhrus t, to be inside. 

, to hold, £ ° trat ion, but did not 
cowled hlS , ds from the side of the 

-SJiSSw;. »*»"«*!; “ 


Ukel geyser inti Kirk’s mouth. 


u . breathing had reached almost 

When his br e rent, he noticed 

and he was cohere , 


arned away f to s how his 

*■ 1„S“S »?u »*»? 



what was he doing? 


0 i "- s tui n h4ld n hlmln his mouth, 


irk lifted his head and looked 

"Did that help any. 


3 eyes 


: was all 


so overwhelming, spoon 


to K.ti.fWJjJi, gock didn't 


n incredible! 
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n liiui cuiwxv • ^ 

r sure why Kirk had done - After wit h McCoy be fore. he 

s life. Just one more sb every- many hundreds o d i ca i scan, except 

is same man had don. =1.03^. << y > ~ “«, giving « “““iion.l skill to a 

!" £“ another method? he was le»«“?^ of mastorbatlon. 


it. 


to 


"Can you give me a stimulant? 
get back to Quanaang." 


X need 


"What about him?" 


Shaking his head, Kirk said, 
now I don't have time for it. Can y 
handle him?" 


1 ana ^ ’ CTO Q f him. Had 

Kirk had not_ Vi ^ TI1 _ jj a d not vomited, 


"I.. .1 can give him another shot. 


•I 


Bones, I think he needs more than 


uUilcS I 1 L 

that—from you." 


"Jim...1 can'tl" 


"I know you've been sha 
this, but you...could help, 
his mind closer than I have 


nghaied 
You’ve 


into 

held 


tl 


"I love him 
but I don't think.. 


as much as I love myself, 


fl 


"Are you trying to tell me that you 
wouldn't know how to help yourse i 
woke up with the hots?” 


McCoy ducked his head, 
guess I do." 
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"I'll be back as soon as I can. 


McCoy looked as m ^ sera ^?:® t a ne K could 
ever seen him, but he knew known that 

rely on his friend. ^pock had known^ 

too, and at the moment Dre cious 

trusted McCoy with the thing m P 
to him. Kirk could do no less. 


His meeting with Quanaang^s^unevent 

ful, yet promising. I fascinating 

3 yOU b 9 il??y!° n As U plans for a return trip 
through the anomaly "^“^^^He^nd 

Meador and Scotty were deep into^^^ 

ing discussion. They b y elie ved Kirk’s 

that Kirk was there. iux 


Tnib — 

t-ncit, - , . _ could safely leave 

mind of one crew . s capable hands 

the fugitives in his crew s p 

for a time. 


Turning beck f “i 

he sn.il.a going W work 


straight up his a ^ s ’. , Spoc ic and McCoy, 

this thing through with Spoc^. ^ 


this tniny . do ft now. 

and he was going s ide-stepped and half- 

.11 three danced and side ^ was 


truthefeach °^ e |^e^now!' H^was going to 
settle'thi^hash even if it literally mean 


his ass. 


„ . . „ the darkened room, he 

he eased into t e> S pock was 


After 


When he eased inw gcene> Spoc k wa- 
was greeted wit B allet of bla ^® t | s °he had 

d«S »« except the 


his 


S Se III ST; just SS3~ - th ° d? S wa "SfpTlce 1 of masturbation. 

’• W ?®^„ ® „ etandina there ve ry handy P __ 



as uus j “ .ing there 
* rA *« and a look of.--w‘ 
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i shot ready ana a 
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throvm 


disbelief on his face 
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irently no response wa head for 
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and he ™° K> '££ I futned their head. a. 



d, and with a nou the room 
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"Don't let me interfe 
doing a fine job." 


You two 


in 


"Don't get smart. I'm just standing 
'til you crot back.” w_ °— -■* J — 3 *— 


McCoy clenched his eyes oi 
still didn't seem quite right, b Sed * It 
familiar hands moved on relent 1 Ut * 
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you got back." McCoy started to 
rise, but was caught by the arm by Spock, 

and simultaneously by the shoulders by 
Kirk. 


said 

you 

grin 


"You're not going anywhere," Kirk 
. "You are a part of this whether 
like it or not," he smiled his boy 


anywhere 


^ U.JL W U. W X. ft 

e it or not," he smiled his boyish 
"So you might as well enjoy it." 


familiar hands moved on re lent 1 Ut 
he was shrugging out of the confi Sly Utl Ui 
Spock joined in to help with his * ng cw, 
McCoy wanted to huddle when he w tr °V s ®ts * 
naked before them. He wasn't yo ?. S fina lly 
Hell, none of them were! But Kir-v* 3 an YttuyL 
kept his body like a fighter's, a 
Spock's face was ravaged by the ex* ^ 0xi 9h 
of his suffering, his body was lith 
strong like a trained dancer. e aM 
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"Jim. •• 


The two men were bathing him 
tion, one on each side, as they © 
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"You won't have to do anything that 
you don't want to. I promise. Just stay 

__• ■ n 


the y explored 
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11x011 f uric Cuun b IUc f as trv 

every inch of his upper body. Spock 
gentle with him as he was with a smalT^t 





mal. 


with us." 


Spock 




join with 


his head. 
For us to be 
us," he hesi 


___b Admiral 
complete, you 

- it 



There was no trace of any of the 


vjj. any o 

he had heaped upon Kirk, 

i be no reticence on 
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d to be no reticence on the Vulca » * 
to participate in this bizarre an S 
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McCoy shrugged 
coiled spring. 

I...I'11 try. 


but he was as 
"Whatever you 
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As McCoy's heart rate started to 
accelerate, Spock changed his position s 0 
that he could be in a position to initiate 
a meld. Kirk watched as tne long finger^ 
sought familiar pathways, then he turned 
his attention to McCoy's waistline, mali n 
gering at the navel. 
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Kirk 
for us, 
wrong. Do 
honest. 


settled down beside him. "Not 

That was where I went 
it for yourself. Be that 

you want it as much as we do 


malin- 



Spock hesitated, 
forever, McCoy." 


This will be 



McCoy met Jim's eyes with a.stunned 
expression, but he did not deny it so Kirk 

said it for him. "Damn right! Me too. 

I've been wanting to get laid 3 j admit 

time, but I didn t nave t ally no t to 

If soock has been going around with 

he didn't think he was worthy of m 

He gave a disbelieving snort ; Thi 

it! Didn't think he was worthy o 
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You Vulcan's have the worst 
sense of timing. 


Spock smiled and pressed. "You could 
be right," he said as he slipped into the 
Human's families mind. At the same time, 

slipped his head down to sniff at 

McCoy's cock. 
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used to, even for me, and I'm part of it." 
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They achieved orbit status, and took 
the opportunity to check one more time for 
a malfunction. He gazed back fondly on 

the grim, red planet. It was extraordinary 

only in what had transpired there between Y 
him and his friends. He sighed; it was 
perhaps the happiest time in his life. 
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Oh well 


"Scotty," Kirk called into the comm 
unit, "How are you holding up?" 
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Scotty's voice sounded worried, but 

then Scotty always sounded worne 
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Kirk grinned. 


never seen a ou»- „ 
for a little trouble. 
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right. Keep in touch.” 


broke the connection, hi s 


A 5 . n f r om under him as they'hit S ^ Stomac h 
went * ut clutching his chair, he watched 6 

nocket* _ t ion as sulu automatically rW* 

in adml with a flick of a switch he con? 6 * 1 "' 
sat ed * a . "Better watch that next ste D taCted 
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••Thank you* " said a grim-faced 

••but you're a little late ” 

a an<?' 

problems with your craft?” 


"Any 

..t heard your transmission to the 
y Q u have so little faith in your 

bar*- _ r -? n 
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.. N o, I j ust like t0 give P e °Ple options. 

"you did not expect him to turn around?” 

„c hi t! M Kirk bit his tongue as the bird 
J r "Hell/ noi I didn't expect him 

lur cn “* ar oundi Have a good ride, and if 

t0 Change your mind, I figure you've got 
you CI t ten seconds before you're irre- 

at 1 u?v committed. Just let me know.” 
yocab-*- y 
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"Don 


•t sit around waiting." 


"Don't worry; I wasn't planning on it." 

But Kirk was worried. It wasn't just 
• neck and his faithful few this time. 
hlS m follow him anywhere, he knew. 

there were all of the others; Qua- 
BUt * q neople, about four hundred of 

"hem! all just as loyal to their lord. 

He was sure of the BIRD. He knew that 
k rrina a terrible mistake on their part, or 
negative intervention of the fates, that 
they would make it. But he just wasn't as 

■we as Scotty about the other craft. They 
(ere old—well maintained, but still old. 
hen, there was the problem of therr recep¬ 
tion! True, Sarek had apparently anticipated 
their attempted return, but ^irk was still 
lot absolutely sure about his motivation, 
lould the Excalibur be sitting there waiting 
for them? Oh well, he sighed; he, like 
)uanaang and Scotty, 

He looked over 


committed 


too. 


lie looxeu uvei to where Spock sat, busily 
feeding information to Sulu and the comp 
Spock looked up for just a second wit a 
raised eyebrow. He had questions, 

The intensity of the external P re sfures , 
caused by the anomaly, was building un J- 
Was afraid his skull would crack with 
strain. This was not like coming i n * w ® 
they had simply ridden with the eddys an 

currents. This was more like paddling a 

HE the rapids underwater. 


Racing, •P i »?£?f' 
An acrid smell prevaded bhe^s 


The engines strained. 
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4n 5Wf „. W j ma y have been premature,' 

6re<i - "I suggest we not sit here ex 
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Ca n’t make it." 9ht aS wel1 tura back. We 

into his^lungs 9 Ki?k breath of putrid air 
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"I still have 
, I*m not giving 
a better time." 


What if there is no better time?" 

"Then I'll give up. Quanaang, you 
swore to obey me in this. Ride it out and 
we 11 give it another shot later." 


Meador stood 
"My liege, I stand 
Kirk. We too have 



Quanaang's shoulder, 
with you, but listen to 
things to live for." 


Quanaang growled, but gave the orders 
to his helmsman to retreat. 

The ships cut their power to just 
enough to remain stabilized. They shot 
out of the anomaly, bobbing around in the 
murky pool of space like small sticks in 
a pond. 

"What's the story, Spock?" Kirk got 
out of his chair to walk down and look at 
what the Vulcan was working on. 

"Sulu may have been right about the 

unreliability of the instruments that 
qathered our original information. With 
data I have gathered on this attempt, 
am trying to extrapolate a solution. 
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the lip of the anomaly before the next wave 
begins, which I calculate to have five times 
the force of the present one." 
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their own fate. That is why I was leader." 
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The wave hit them like a brick wall. 
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a mass of Hell. But they held, breaking 
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"If we can just 
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arched out Spock s 

Kirk sea r th±s after all? Just when 

it to end meaning behind their 

1 y had f U He turned to McCoy. The same 
ist enCe Lue reflected back to him from 

nic courage r ^ ifc fair to resign Sulu, 


when it 
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"Scotty. right decision this 

didn't make the rig 
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understand 


sir, and good luck to 


rest of you 
"Scotty 


If 


, i +■ sir, before we 

■■you better do it fast, sir. 


5 you with us. " 


"Quanaang 


we're cutting the 
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x-a have to search his 

Quanaang di . . The decision 

,anion for confirm ^ a century ago. 

been made for him aim t if there 

own life , he could forfeit, 


own lire ne ™ to try to 

any chance at all/ ne 


Meador. 


"I am with you, Kirk. 


My 
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Long will y° u 


nave souls on the BARN. _ « our an 

remembered ho fore the shrin 


May death come easily* 

The two craft turned off their tr ^ 


escape, 
et. 


It wouldn't 


Everyone sat mesmerized, listeninj 
strained song of the laboring engines, 
ing the acrid evidence of their failure, 
waiting for an unpleasant death. 

"Well," Kirk said in an expressionless 

, "we gave it our best shot." 

"Sir," interrupted Uhura, who had been 
playing around with the long range radio, 
more for something to do than with any real 
hope. "I'm in contact with a ship. It’s ^ 
Vulcan. Sir I" she shouted, "it's P 




Ambassado 


If 


leapt to 


intercom 

Initiate 



beam aft," Kirk ordered, 
his command chair and pressed 
button. "Quanaang! Help is 

We're going to make 
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Without any explanation needed 
Vulcan ship extended a lifeline in 
of her own very powerful and eff^ r * 1 
beam. The question was, whether 
enough of the BARN left to susta 

"We've got a critical situation with 
one of our ships," Kirk relayed to the 
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vivors aboard as soon as possible!" 

"Affirmative, Klingon 
read your situation on our 
seemed to be no surprise-at 
ships instead of one. 

Kirk sagged into his chair. They were 
of the anomaly. He wiped wetness from 
eyes as he gazed at a familiar ie 
stars. "God," he whispered, please 

them be all right." 

After a few shaky moments they heard 

Scotty's voice. "We lost some .sir.Some 

of the brave lads, who were on the perr 
pheral, trying to hold the ^eastie together 

But I'm sure Quanaang will e PPY n 
know that we saved about 80 percent. 

Scot's voice was choked. '1^/ 
full accounting as soon as possible. 

"Understood, Scotty, and...I'm 

sorry." 

"You did your best, sir. We all d‘ 
our best." 

Sarek came on the intercom. I 

to understand that my son is alive. 


"I am here, Father. 
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emotion at hearing Adm i ra l. u 
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"We've i becorae a?kin9 permissicm , Kirk rose 



t« 



head back 
forward 


* We ? " 


closed his eyes, leaning his 
against his chair. Then, he 
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After all, it was you who warned me 
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"There is nothing distasteful or ^ 

about our relationship. Father." 
Spock 1 s face was grim, his whole body so 

Kirk was afraid he might explode 
into a thousand pieces. "At any rate, 
we intend to conduct ourselves a 
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Lie of th ,.hnt my son lives. 


t 1 } 6 ygS 

, hi s ey 


- • _ T - _ 

..but my son lives. 


Id not suppress a small groan. 
Kirk could " vived , an d for a second 

son had not_ VI= disaDDointment. 


co 


old 


ad "fslIrSc-B disappointment. 

taste 



^ nnlv one who seemed to have 
McCoy. tb ® pressed his advantage. "Y 

r eas ° n "-t lost, - H ~ """ " XC 

1IV .. a<= long a - j i w “ — " 

has to know. As ons tQ Vulcan, 

ok i® fre6 „hablV good for another fifty 

you're pr u behave yourself. y 

S °f *°'the discrepancies in li e p 

, 9 ive " , free man. You 


"You 

No one except 

As long as you’re alive. 


. ^ e “ Tfree mX You have your _ 

*"gat’s what you’ve always wanted. 

• _ — — • 


-Saavik is ad ^^ d t in t a t voice 1 dullld 
alone,” Sarek said in 


pain 


, . •. | H r himed iB- Kirk• ^ 

-Bullshit, chi what the 

has to do is tell SDO ck 


"All 


tion is. 


is tell nei k expects 

She’ll do what SpocK exp 


r." 


assume any 

"As her 



For that no one seemed to have 
answer or an argument. "Gentlemen, 
been remiss," said Sarek in a 

"You have had a grueling experience 

you are weary. You may take the same 
rooms 


an 

I have 

voice. 

and 



II 


The three men rose and filed ou 
out further comment. Kirk’s head ^ wam 
his bones ached. He had lost men \ . a 

That never failed to hurt even when he x 
not know them very well. The unpleasan n 
with Sarek, though not unexpected, left 
him with a tight feeling in his throat 
as though he might cry. It made him so 
angry that the bastard would wound Spock 
so, and Spock with so little strength 
with which to fight back. Spock 1 s 
personality was still as fragile as an 
eggshell; though strengthened by the 
knowledge of their love, it was still a 
tender reed caught in a flood tide. 


Saavik? What to do about Saavik. 

He sighed, hut he couldn't find an Y 
release for the tension. They reache 
the door to his room. When he had ® en 
here before he had shared it with Me oy 


They all stopped. 


"While we are in my father's 
we should not offend him. What 
Kirk was the look of confusion m 


house, 



Spock's 



"Spock, I'm too tired to do anything^ 
but throw my carcass on the ties are 

_ f,pv,or's sensibilities aj. 


w my carcass on uuc . re 

space. If your father s s ® nsaa separat 

all you are trying fis tht only reason, 
bedrooms. Tell me that is the o y 


Reacting to the command tone, 
straightened his shoulder. 1 *"* A 
the need to meditate. 


Spock 



"What you need, Spock, is sleep, 

McCoy said, as he pulled the Vulcan into^ 

the room withJthem, and ^ e ^ r P uke a 

weeks, we have al P ^ 9 NoW is no t the 

pack of puppies in 

time to separate. 


. . -i i j i,p such a little boy 

lost as Kirk and McCoy began f StripPcr| d 
him of clothes that QOt a damp 

smell 


"sine 11 of-the ship. o HcCoV ^ ^ 

doth and started 


cloth ana 

Kirk shed his own clothes. 


XL la -7 + , 

hing, Jim,” said ra i S e her 

I was very careful That 


-! am weary,” admitted the Vulcan. 



ieve that she is her own P e t to an y 
ed debts only to herself. to 

,* he glared at his father, 

anet." 


"It’s going ^“ ^^dow^beside him 

mured Kirk as he tt^ gtill have each 

waiting for M ^° y ‘ adml 


other. And, Spock, you tfcat were 

that his magor concer not what he 

ve . He hurts that you ^ glad 


d spock,” ^ 

... . — ' - _ ^h^about one vou’still'alive." 


Coy, 


"but Jim is right abou 
The girl is crazy about 
sex out of it complete y, 

, you. If you ask her to let tn 

j raised as yours, she wi 


that you’re 


f .i t the same way 

"My father a ^tered sleepily into 

ab out me," Mc^ H ^ r ays wa nted me to 

cnock’s neck. 


be 


Spock’s ^neck 


,. n f whether 

: leaves the question t 

ei,Km 1 1 * =, phi id to pressure 


a 


jock 


ne 4^^*' ecnre that 

submit a child to pr half 

urvived, when I ” as ° n f o r one 
w much more diffi cu n , " 

be Human, Vulcan and Romulan. 


., a that image as 
Even Spock smil d Q ^ exhaus ted, 
hree men ten 


the three men 


dreamless 


♦ ♦♦♦ ¥ ¥ ¥ 
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Sitting in the stark visiting lounge 
of the temple, waiting for Saavik, Kirk 
wished he could be out battling Klingons. 
Spock was so still Kirk was tempted to check 
^ pulse. Sarek seemed impassive, but 
Kirk wasn't likely to buy that. McCoy, well, 
McCoy s eyes were crinkling blue. He almost 
seemed to be enjoying himself. A father? 
Kirk shook his head. The girl was likely to 
spit on them when she found out. Her situa¬ 
tion was bad enough, and they were about to 
dump the big one on her. 




Spock with his body. Th» 
better, ho thought. ~r h V9irl 


too. 


(ii 

Sho icv.; ts****? 

b »»u 


"Lieutenant." 


r 


Admi 


"You no longer need to 

iral. I have resigned." UjQ tha t 


She came into the room f.lanked by two 
priestesses, her head held high, her eyes 
flashing defiance. She was a tigress set 
to fight for her cub. Kirk felt his stomach 
tighten like it would before a battle. 

Sarek waved the two women away and they 
slipped quietly out of the room. This man 
has power, Kirk thought. 


"Saavik, then, it's 
put this on a personal ba 4 « r th * 
since it is very personal." ?£ yho w 
intimidated him. She alwav. 

Intrigued, but intimidate-/' 

Spock is the father of you* ch ^ 


9 




"I am pleased that you live," 

superior officers with the 


encompassing 
pronoun. 



He waited for a confirming 
the girl. "This may be hard fL ° 
comprehend, but Spock, well Sn \, Y ° U 
he gestured with his hand to inri . 
Doctor, "and McCoy have," he r>a Ude th* 
was still hard even for him to '/'./?• U 

...have entered into a.. .relation^' 


"Our problems aren't 
Kirk said. "We still have 
but with a little cooling 
may be in a mood to be 


He waited for that to sink 


ctly over 
charges to 
period, 


ii 


answer 


but when there was no visible rea t 
"As soon as we are able, we plan to° n ' 




a formal contract drawn up." 



VI 



"I am sure you will be able to handle 
, Admiral." There was just a hint of 


The girl was unmoving except f 0r 
the slightest droop of taut shoulders 


sarcasm in her voice 


II 


There is a more serious matter before 


"We figure that makes us 

jumped in. His 
was covered with 


too," McCoy 
and his face 


fathers, 





us 


it 




grin 


s Parkled 
a 9 ui.leless 




"If you are referring to MY child, 
that is not your problem." 

• • 


"Lieutenant, I apologize for...what I 


The girl shook her head, her eyes 
narrowing. "What perversities are you 

contemplating?" 


did 



out 



to you on 
of Spock in a 
the cool 


is. 


II 



The words gushed 
, seeming to shake 


Spock hung back, realizing how this 

< *1 * • . « * 


Saavik in their intensity. 


must appear to one indoctrinated with 
Vulcan parochial values, but Kirk didn't 


"Oh, Spock," she 



"There is 


have any choice. Now that McCoy had let 
it out of the bag, he had to continue. 


I reacted as any 


nothing to be forgiven. circumstance 

Vulcan woman would under^ tQ you .„ 



You were in pain 


"I acted like a beast." 


"It's not as bad as it 
Saavik. We've...been close for years, 
like brothers. When Spock died, McCoy 
housed his mind. Then he was reborn 


-You were a ^ a {£^ t sh %?iaS^ot*your 
th.t fathered -7 child. » lt 

a ,* rtlli ft i. I ««« 

ae, and I will raise it 


and well, you know what he went through 
and, wen, y -_ It didn't stop 




on the Genesis planet. - 

there. Spock was vulnerable .open^o 

influences he couldn t contro . 

"He went into another pon fa , 



ht 9 thr^w r loolT cryology at Sarek 


ture« ri u. . ^ +. a c T see fit. he threw a 1001s. . “ ~ sub - 

, and I will ra f;® e £ r understanding, for openly discussing a hi le£t 

looked at the others f° r w ™f this child je ct, "and there wasn't anything^, 



know my background I ” a f d ^ d . 

_ love that i 


I 


have all the love that w 
t this child to be whole. 


• I,...and there wasn't anytuiiy 

to do, but as you did...ne v 



-That's what we our child. 

McCoy. " We wanb , iy to include 
raved his arm expansi e »*We want the 


II 


His expres s ^ t f r ef coW 1 V 

understanding. Saavi ^ 4rv his s to 

, _ i_ Uim. 



v "we want 

Spock an ^ Thorne, and to be 


have a proper home, 


tomach 

back^ at”hi®•" K irk J C J S back/ •Dw' t 

and cracked his s apologi* 1 ^ 

qe t me wrong. 1 m _ have 9 on 

* rl^ 


in 


d to - £ r .. 

ed by its...fath 


Sarek choked. F° r 
^ loss for words. 


For once 


he seemed to 


get me wrong. *'nave gone f 
fact, X'» 9 la ^ ea eh other for the ^ 

of S our r lives. What w^have ^ 

* 8 fMm w* 


each n0 w is-- 

What we ha ^ ^ mean 

If 


a 


ol our i A Kdcf Ana x , i- 

well u t +-hrew that one m can 't 

SSict*.. ;«*' ***- - wl 

SSu « ««* bo ” t ' 


»I don*t 


J c£and/ " she said, but the 

understand, she mig ht 


on her face 


indicated that 


nothing 


exactly whar it 

sordid or ugly 


some idea. 


























































, iqhtly closer to the pale, 
^pP ed want to extend our mantle 
H* " We kjo sex. We want you to 

10**1 'you• oU r family, so that 

d p,rt of “ hild all the love and 

t»> *ive th d|serves. And you, too,” 
pe'Vari ?*„ it de „ T don't mean that in any 

»° hy iy• we want to take- care of y 

P r gai d llS way- 

;> roU 


you." 


■ 

-elf up haughtily. 

^ *£ protection. I do not 

"I deluded 


"I do 


, ' "*** I^Ut 1 

'ne . . . ii witn a <at ius 

d a have cost me more if it 
"Could_ . unnamed Vulcan." 


itJ 1 *fe a n °. „id have cost me n. it 

legions- ” C ° a certain unnamed Vulcan." 

SltK/of de f iove to have a child. I 

■s£‘S;-« — 


had 

■ „ 4na himself out of unreality, 

if shading voice> »i, too, would... 

A -id in a blv beneficial to share 

immeasurably ^ child .- 

- brimmed with a pain too 

Kirk' s tl rne for long. "You know what 
Jto be , b ou t of my chance to be a 
^Js I "? d be grateful for a second chance 

, soften for a moment. "On 

Saavik al “ dmira i, as with most people 
contrary- * r we b, David... loved 

' t you P u££ d you gave him the courage 

“die well*" ' 

. traced her with a smile 
^melted lead, as he wip 
l d haV !.^! »Thank you." 


that 
moi 


ll 


oyes. For the first time Kirk realized 

her vulnerability. She was ready to 

irght the galaxy, but she didn't have 
any idea as to the direction she wanted 
her life to take. 

"Hey, kid!" he looked embarrassed at 

the slip. She wouldn't like to be thought 
° f t as a kid. "It's wide open for you. 

e 11 support you all the way. Career? 
^ arr -* a 9 e ? Whatever you want as long as 
we get to be in on the baby's upbringing." 

Sarek broke in. "What about Vulcan? 
What about our need for an heir?" 


"Stay out of this, 

Spock. "I'll pay my pound of f 
my own body. This child will not 
subject to planetary blackmail." 


from 


As if 
Saavik said in 
Humans had to 
want...to be a 


had not 
such a quiet 
strain to hear, "What if I 

part of you." 


Spock, her mentor, 

McCoy was the one who stepped to her and 
took her loosely in his arms, comforting 
her like a child. "You can have anytning 
you want from us. We've got enough love 
to go around two continents. You need a 

, we'll be a father. You need a 
friend, well, we're the best. You need 

Hell!" His throat closed. "If ° ne 
us ain't got it, the other one will. 

Sarek sank into a chair, 


"You will not 


truding?" 
tainty. 


feel that I am in- 
shook with uncer 




u lift to her chin, she 

rfu : contract, providing 

you and the child. 

"Conditions." 

» ^aid Kirk without 
"No conditions, sa .. j. re iie 

Ltation. A reidixu ‘ ien't a true 

-ing constraints on anyone i n t a 

itionship. We will P ro ^® a "he res t of 
: you and the child need for the re „ 

: lives. What we would llke ' . 

.ooked at the others for it 

haven't even had a chance . •• 

something like visiting privil g 

At her look of doubt, "We're not going 


to embarrass the 
uncles." 


kid. We'll be like his 


"And me," she asked 


"We only want the 

Whatever that is." 


She shook her head, 



for you, Saavik 


Kirk stepped forward to place a hi 
on her shoulder. "There’s nojwaY^hat 
you could; we're too solid. 

. _ _i_ -in Ynn 1 rf 


But the fact 


closed her 


Is, we want you in. You're going to 
supply the one ingredient that none of us 

Ipock has loved you like a daughter since 

he first found you. You re a pa.. 0i 
him, and that just naturally makes you a 

part of us." 

Spock came up and P^nk^tk. 

on her £ ^ ee ( . sh ° u ^t’we took 00 R child 
that it is time that we cold. 

home. This fofhis he ad. 

stark temple with a toss ot 

is no place for a child. 

Saavik’s eyes .?^between Kirk and 

moisture as she - ung slightly behind, 

ward as if for strength. ^ explaini ng 

was going t0 a before, he might no. 

his son s actions,^ & ^ sigh , h e 

follow®^ Xe'unliKe^^P^ 


II 


unshed 
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by Flora Poste 


Enclosed in sleep beside me, you're so still 
I almost hold my breath. I will not 


To draw you closer, will not 
For fear of waking you: 

Of your return. I'll 



move 

at all 


Here at my side 



on this first night 
the watch alone. 


9 


not half a foot away 


One arm flung out unconsciously across 
My shoulder, one bent knee against 


my own, 


You are as near as you have ever been 
And just as far, I guess. You do not'know 

How long the nights were after you had gone 
Nor how much I have missed 9 


f 


To have you back 


you. It's enough 


Tomorrow brings, this 


3gain. Whatever else 


watchful night is mine 
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by Jenny Starr 


I watch 

my slumbering lover 

he with the wheat-colored hair 
and the sun-kissed smile 

spin dreams 

of his fantasy worlds 

where the comets are dragons 
his fortress the stars. 


He rides 

on a silver-winged mare 

through the moon-misty mountains 
of dreamscapes in Time 


and laughs 

at the phantoms and fools 

who would challenge the splendor 
of captains and kings. 

Who polishes your armor 
my gold dragon-slayer, 

my star-spangled warrior? 


Who stands at your side 

as you spit in Death*s eye? 


Who shares your proud courage 
my defender of stardoms, 
my maker of magic? 

Who sheds emerald blood 

to see Life in your eye. 


Dream on 


my 


slumbering lover 
I am here to protect you, 
the knight of your night. 



























by a.t; Bush 

A. T. Bush is a Mississippian whose stories hove 
appeared in many K/S zines. Her early stories 
were generally light and humorous. "To Great 
Lengths ", however, is one of her series of stones 
based on the universe depicted in the episode 
"Mirror. Mirror". 
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•i 


you will tell mel" 


The door of the interrogation room 
slid open just in time for McCoy to see 
the enraged Vulcan pluck the cowering 
man from the chair and viciously shake 

t_ * *1 J 1. ^ ^ m A ir\ —\ v\ ^ m r* +• a o ^ f — 


* 

C v ’ : jf* 

A J f v 

•on 1 ’ it o I 

v ,o p£ e 

i P V ! Mlrt 
< S t f 



J’ 



which the slaverunner certainly was. 


• /* 


"Oh, my_Sp_" McCoy began to 

shout, fearful that the out-of-control 
Vulcan would kill the scrawny man. He 
heard an unmistakable grinding crack c 
vertebrae breaking, bones binding, 


:»* ir 


*•abduct 


A 


X 


***** 


crunching against each other and knew 
that his warning was a moment too a 


i 





The already-dead body stiffened into^ 

one fl , , lollinq back unnaturally! 

limp, the head HcCoy sta red 

eyes wide open in ter • 

in shock and utter tha t seemed 

• t 1 v d ^als Y in the green- 


He glanced 


at the glitter my t fc e green- 

like burning black coal q£ spittl e 

~ _j face- ^ , * _ ; nVn 



\ 



11 ^ A drop Ol* — 

flushed Vulcan face. / line into 

is SK sirru». T 

■ “ p s v .i« »* «■ a c s;S' ««»•* 5 

' 1«! '‘‘“iS’sw’fl"*' /![fwS. •*’ 

the “SSm 

"SP 0 ^? _ n continued to 

- - 


hard, 

controlled 



S t he dead renegade. 


ened his 9* lp b0(W 


the 




, ssi 













_-ight ened his 

He st l tidyi"9 his 


,,,„. _ t >» 0 ^cc McCoy 

a ?» <to * a jLi 


b l %e* \ v 

**U ia9 


n or 


once 

control. 


tunic, wiped 
beard, and 
again in 






normal 


tn £a • Kirk and his cniet guard, 

<• aP taJ ; n ^i Sappeared during a routine 
Alt e®, lr had d c ££ ridon . ordinarily, 

«f fe ie t rl EoDRlSE would have been stationed 
sh utt eS ENT EBP to gave valuable time, Kirk 

Jbit' 5 U spock to keep a rendezvous with 
il> 0 rder ed „f, which was ferrying re-supplies 
Lid °cvtNG T0N „Hoes. Kirk did not relish 

t» e uoton on weaponry and Spook had 

- _ _- 


the C port Tn * 3 exit permit. Questioning of 
tion since ^ ector brought no new informa- 
Kirk wao ttle man could not swear that 

freighter ° r w aS *. n0t ° n board the small 
inabilitv* . Fruatrate< ^r and angered by the 
Spock naTa S ? ain concre te information, 
tioSal P d^. half the reward ‘ received addi- 

away 3 f r om^Corridon ? ul P rits and warped 
qlers rr idon in search of the smug- 

tion tolrt V S n ° and Bros ficld. Some intui- 
co U rse! m that he was on the correct 


to the vicinity of Corridon, 
nn r etur ?r,ted to contact the Captain. 

had atte Twas made and finally Spock 
they a h contac dilithium broker with 

Ho s f d down t° dealing. Indeed, Kirk 

*> eain Kii* ha ^ had been there, negotiated 
v'h'fhis 9 ua L d having plenty of time to 
a" d lal. and ,H, return of the ENTERPRISE, 
t* 1 ® e bei°? e , nt o a hotel. When last seen, 
spa che cKed i of the gambling casinos 

w er e 1 are d by the wealthier miners and 

J s ual ly faV 

t> “ ne , ha d auestioned the casino owner 
SP° ck , nd some did recall seeing the 

guard^ Y_ Spock” 1 suspected 
> had dressed in civilian 

attire, P ar ^* m be ing speculated upon; and 
interests « advertising the presence 

partly to av° 1 most feared , and perhaps 

of one °L!ins in the Imperial 
hated Captains end when K irk had 

: trail seelB ®. no the casino. A search 

erved f e P a ^-indicated that it had 

his hotel spock had come to the 

been dis ... k an< j Farrell had 
‘^^abducted outside the casino. 

On planets where great^ealth ^ ^ 



obtained by the turn of 


a 



; D ofTrock that happens to 

;une in dilithium, there y and ^ 

° fUS 1 ld n fiSures Spock let it be known 

Tsiail lortuAe could be obtained 

A mm ^ _ 


meantime, from garbled space 

two ' 1 :L ^ e two crafty wolverines, the 

t-hbv " lers had somehow sensed that 

r , the ob ^cts of an intensive 

K*. a « d ( i ulckl Y disposed of their 
too-hot cargo" to the first available 

yer. Besides, once the stun-drugs had 

^ orn ^* . the two captives had been more 
rouble than they had been worth. The 

smaller one had even had the audacity to 
bloody Deveno's nose when the horny 

slaver had demanded a blow job— 
and he had managed the violence even 
while in wrist/ankle restraints, which 
resulted in his getting several blows 
and a kicking. Next, they had tried to 
sabotage the ship's wiring, and the 
. ventilation system. Deveno had not yet 
surveyed the extent of the other damage 
which might have been caused. Ferociously 
angered, Brosfeld had administered a 
severe beating to both men, but concen¬ 
trated mainly on the smaller man who was 
apparently the leader. Still defiant, 
the bloody prisoner soundly cursed him. 
Brosfeld obliged him by knocking him 
unconscious. 

After agreeing that they could not 
cope with the two disruptive prisoners, 
Deveno had beamed a short message to a 
soacepoint where he knew Orion slavers 

coul/be contacted. Their luck continued 

to run badly, for the only dealer lute 

ested in new acquisitions who 
"shopworn" happened to be an old■ ene y 

° r t° n ’were V conf imld’ and^hey 0 transferred 

their prisoners, received payment, and 

were 1 gone within minutes. 

they had found them- 


rworld figures. P obtained ip wo days later, . nowerful 

a small who knew what selve rinesca P ably snared in^o'*« £ „le 

kly and easi y y . spock 's most tractor beam and 1°° i phaser cannon. 

^ JameS Kltk * P ■ ’ - ^ imperial Starship^.phas g 


happened to James ' ^Tn^ble tele- 

ted guard, S'Tinl, a n ™u£ seeking 
, weeded out those in faut 

reward with nothing to on f| 

nformation. Many of tn ' studying 

ng the steel-eyed Vulcan hawk.st^y^ _ 

i turned tail and ran fo 

Finally, the temptation of 
rd brought forth a min ^ r n ? f ^ ce . He 

the Spaceport Dis P at ° h Kirkf but 
direct knowledge of Rir ,:. tion that 

very informed spe £ . ime slave- 

f petty smugglers/par and 

had somehow kidnappo spaceport 

and swiftly departed n i a ht of 
ir "cargo” on the sa ™ t they hac ? 
earance. He knew . offi - 

’bonus" to the Por ^ u ^ -ca <5aal in- 

- his rather 1 "^^ 


Shortly afte ^' Vl Vican Commander- 
of an enraged . e( a to insist tha 

fc ndeed, they had not^know jf ^ h?d . 


and his hench- 


inaeed, tn Y cap tives. 

of their form ki Ti e d him, - , 

man# a ^ nsse d and strap ? ^ ure s of Kirk 
Whil e were shown recognition 

scan, Their lTiS }’ a ^ dpath warrants 

and Farre • sea led tbel . icant look. 

° £ Ifeld”had exchanged^® ®g th a P s, a shrewd 

wit Mn They had ^^f^-Deveno, 
bargain- dd ened Vui 

determined, 


fatally 1 






out to perform his tasks 
know what would hAnnn<. • 


MWW would happen in 31^.,. 

B ut he did want to know wh^o**' n«v 
ruthless, would kill just f 
information that might rect ,° r * fe* ul<i ^sS. 

Ruf +-V,^~ SpOCk V — ~ ~ ^ eCQVf "- i ■ W Sr>- - 



Vaslo Deveno 




is of 


you can see 
no further 





I do____ w 

scared out of his wits 
■* - --- a me id # 




to initiate 





also 







the slavers 






_is a_ j 

S'Tinl is unable 

' . * s 

And drugs are inefftwv*.w, 

are Brosfeld 

n cells have been saturated 
about every illegal drug in the 
McCoy could not help but notice 
ci body seemed to be relaxing even 
almost puddling on the bloody floor. 




course, he had quickly co^ hlm 

which made the slip ei en 


lip ever;^ Me- °* 









rii 


i 


e 


There had definitelv k 

between the*tv * 




4 * 4 - ^' 




that bizarre 


v -“« two v ‘ ua ^ 

incident i n th» , n » Q * 

universe some months ago c alte tn a I t 
had been ’in briefing- 9 ^ ,**»* " 

£ °r hours after the return. * 8 qua tt l » 
aplenty had occurred suddeni. ChaTi 9es 


W fiW VIA 

r 0V, x s» xr v , 



0> t 


0 A <■*, 




"Then I suppose that...older methods 
shall have to be employed. ..until I know 
where the Captain has been taken." 


* V 0 


m V Art 


i Vl\ 




uibdp^area witnout a trac- k- h** ■ Yd .0* , K 

perhaps Mr. Spock and his 1 #/ A i V \ C 

rnmnrpd -ho have ^t_ _ -tfsilt m,-. . l'.'}v#. f fl. V ’&* /% 



McCoy sighed disgustedly. "Has ~~ 

— J to you that they don't know where 
They are. ---- 

smugglers 



he is? 




• • W ^ 'W W W J w w f 

siuu^v^xci s. They just happened to encounter 
Jim and Farrell at the aircar and, on the 
spur of the moment, somehow got the drop 
on them. That can happen, 
defensive and alert guard 
*-f or a quick J -- 


rumored nave ween tne last- 

Sulu. Shortly after, Maxlena £ ^ with 
transferred off the ship. lt Wore *u ^ 

there had been numerous siq n if Seeina<i th a 

changes and McCoy could only ho Cant 

they were for the better. ^ 


Wafl f 

WA 


7 / 


■*' oKe t 





even to a 

_ They saw a 

transaction and took it. 

" McCoy 
man on the floor. 




use 


Spock clenched his teeth, annoyed that 
McCoy, who claimed to be Jim's friend, was 
so insistent that the trail had been lost. 
Spock would not, could not accept it! 



remaining 
mation. 





two, more 


smugglers' 


Doctor. However, the^ 

possess valuable infor 

he is the older of the 

and knowledgeable of 

And that is 


you say. 


McCoy paused at the securitv v , 
and nodded to S'Tinl. He relayed c tl<3 
orders and stood aside as they iert/v 0c *' ! 
carried the terrified man from theh!^ 
ing area. Everyone looked 
determined to extract some 
ful information as Spock did. Even j. 
Garrovick, who had been promoted to 
Mr. Sulu's former Security post, seemed 
intent on following Spock’s directions 
McCoy didn't know whether that was good 
or not...but he did want his friend back. 
He hardened his heart and took himself 
off to Sickbay, determined to help all 

he could. 



what 



is 

know 


needed now 


definitely 

a 


ways. 

If he does not, in 

the precise location, he does 
know P the Orion who purchased Jim. 

know t . . He will know, or 

,_j_ +-v»o nr ion, thus 


Spock dismissed the stoic guards as 

_ ^ J 4-Ua ^ vi rrhf onor^ man -i n 4- ^ 


they escorted the frightened man into the 
bloody interrogation room, hp muia 


,\"A ' / ^ A 

/Ac, r n 

Yf/ „4 V \ 

' /j 01 t 

'Ap\fA A h 3 ’ 5 ^ 

Vf, ° f 

4 » f t s oo • 

Be 

te a« M 

vi'fed • 


the Captain and Farrell- 
will have heard rumors 

W1A of information 


exowy ---- He could 

literally feel the fear emanating from 
the gray-haired man. Spock allowed him 
plentiful time to stare at the dead man 
before ordering Brosfeld into the verifier 



tri e ^ n ' 


some small bit 


immediately 


straws, Spock 


..you're clutching^at devil's 

advoL?!* It suddenly^truck^him^ow^ 

op« n ea aoo, 


™;wea th. horrible 



Snock* stated" his*final proposition simply, 

firmlv Brosfeld did not even take time 
to bargain, but began to babble out every- 

thing he knew o r and liste ned 

Spock keyed the askinq £or clari- 

carefully, prompting or “““^o,^ 

fication ot }Iy_°^ a . „ _ nec ific, naming 


t* 'J* ad ' 

V^fiuxuf 

<»> s 

; « 

teie £ 

.smile £eelin< 

Longed tor n 


i‘ji returne 


all we 


"Perhaps , 

Doctor 


, 'i. seems that straws names f places, - e of crime, ] 

b ut it seem^ fceU the gua rds confess ing to a ^ l£et ^h temporary 

ctor. m _and murder..* • a c acti 


fication oniy ----- spec ific, naming 
names, places, events. * , ner . 


ii W firmly 1 




m that J ii i 


:o 


have# 

escort Mr. 


i5Filling, fro 


Brosfeld 


in here 


II 


version and murder 


"Don't you want me 


to have this..-n> ess 


immunity 


finally beg- t^er his 

“Lr-v running blank. P more 


granted by Spof'^ 

his i® 


as acting 

He 


him, caus 


tasly. 



^mediate 


“ ^ fciatain 



up?" 


Spock smiled 

cCoy gulped and 
dead 


i • riht 1 v, deviously 

slightly , _,, 


slightiyr ^ down at 

9 laI ? ce ^ seemed to cool 


he 


man 


apidly and c ° ag ®^dered if 

4 * t f 1 M Cj » - — 


The bl °?he h whole mess was 


2rrifyt n ^ # « se t the 



ll 


Spock had 


memory running -- the br ig, » 

him escorted back t ante ed. 

humane trea ^ d t0 immediately r — a 

was instructed ty ent that he haPP sui£ace 

rything per to hie. ® i£ie r 


. i his c 
1^*4 on if t 


eve 


by killi n ^ 



recall 


i« ‘ tiie C6 w 1 hich ins 


Unknown to hi m ^ e verify 

was lmb , v £ ndi cated 

tantly i‘ He was 




"No 


in 


deed. 


recognize 


«.nner. which v report 5 . n = 


Brosfeld «iU re^ ^ 

chance he .. 


SSSS 5 


bill annoyed and 

Sir* SoU- 


diss at ^ 


\ V 


this 


is 


the 



to 


♦ • 


• c 


leanse 


his 


soul * 


A 


final 


Li 


,nfessio n ' 


so 


to 


speak 


II 


fied with the waS time 

decided that 


didn’t 


quibble f»«b« 





McCoy 










bridge, ordering cour 

to th and composing vague 
ib' ° - x^n^nnartersi 


immediately 


Spock glared at S'Tinl, who had 
obviously allowed himself to be bulli 
by the much smaller Human. A tiny me 


^|t e rs of 




. . for permission, and 

did not the small freighter into 
ge da e ri»9 ^ h „ arp for the vicinity 
c^ a -Z set warp planet of the 

J.ast-* noW He kept Lieutenant 

*%&*?%* * eale lh transmitting and re- 

gl a j^gd wi eS from Vulcan and hei 
i°v 0 c cU %*a messag_. _ hed across the 


uu bullied 

by the much smaller Human. A tiny movement 
of an eyebrow indicated that McCoy had been 
adamant, intractable. Spock forced himself 
to relax and consider the offer more 
seriously. He sighed silently, in capi¬ 
tulation. McCoy just might be needed if 
Jim was...damaged... severely. 


"Very well. Doctor. You may accompany 
me. However, I will require instant 
obedience from you. No arguing, or pro¬ 
testing my directions or decisions." 


, sillied w ltl ‘ I: from Vulcan and h 

i ot l oC cuP d messag ched acr0 ss the 

^Ifig c °hassi eS S j~rs were widespread, docile cooperation. He motioned for tr 

•o^ s e 5uicah tra nrosperous, and had two big, overloaded guards to follow h: 

y. V and very „ because of their They happened to be carrying a variety 

"f^jc r:emai ne “ trading informa- of medical equipment which he prayed w 

> five Pgossip. And Spock, not be needed. 


"Whatever you say, Spock." 
iled ingratiatingly, the pict 
cile cooperation. He motions 


McCoy 

picture of 
• _ ^ _ 


siui 16 Q in^r£iuidLin^ly ? lug ^illulc ^^ 
docile cooperation. He motioned for the 

two bia . overloaded - ~ 1 v ' im 


to follow him. 

• m. _ 


would 


*e five gossip. And Spock, not be needed. 

sometimes 9 that he was, had 

hi9^. am ii the information Spock sighed again and turned his 

a 0 f ^ *ca u i r * n ^ could afford the attention to issuing orders and gettrn 

y uip he . _ .. _j__ 


^ hie aC4“*' 0 he couiu . w “ w 

fjSS*. ^'transmitting such copious 

; ievi ed 


sighea again ana tumeu 
o issuing orders and getting 
Now, he could concentrate 
f i r>di nrr and recovering Jim. 


underway. Now, he could concentrate 
totally on finding and recovering Jim. 
The ENTERPRISE was under the capable 
-■<—~ 1 —■ c Mr. Scott—wb° m Jim Kirk 


. . _ virtual certainty control of Mr. Scott--whom Jim 

later# with . Q f the Orion, trusted implicitly—his guards and s 

?fwas f the ENTERPRlSE^into^orbit out of Timorean 

' rder --. the last^plane^ SpQck 


he waS 


ordered - he las t planer 

‘ niste r ?! Vulcan Embassy. . 

a smaH ^_H na the scanner, and 

f { was °P era the sleek spaceyacht 
' s t to view t and h . s handpicked 


remaining 


thus 

that 


J f* 0 °^ the sleek spa - — 

ir ting f° r hin, s trategy well and knew 
^plotted ^l n S lm leriil Starship over 

i .Z show o£ a . . „ onU ent questions con 



anetary sensor range, out ciusc ^ 
case Spock needed her weaponry or 
inforcement personnel. 


enough 


plotted n imperial Starship over 

ny shoW subsequent questions con- 

. and the subseq slave , wo uld be 

1 ' recently assuring Kirk's 

l ^rkest method that had not 

a te disposition ld only ho pe that 
iTalready! He co considerable wits! 
iU lived...»y 


On the yacht’s small brl ^' a ^ot- 

stopped by Lieutenant Ohura, the 

j_ * kacf communications officer 


jsrs^srr stick of ob- 

mation tapes. ** -fhf 


He scanned the new ££££? 
filtering from the op had bee n no 

dispatched to Timor • Humans- 

confirmed aightings of the two 

recently arrived and for 
recenu y_ the Orion 


^ +. iKp Vulcan Embassy, 

: ter a briefing report s from 


UlUUii^ j 

Spock 


16 reives, he beameu stem to 

# 3 . ^^rSetly equipped 

She was re Y d he waS als 


She was ready ana j* waS also 

specifi ca ti° ns# frustrated by the . 


recently arrived a orion had decided 

began to worry tha other location, 

to vend his war ® a dirk’s identity, or ^ ad 
or bad discover er se sexual pra ctices free 

La used the Humans.... 


5 of loneliness 

■ f aell ??_. yearned for himI 


maed for hiro* ^?thv and whole* 

am returned, healthy a o£ tb e 

id firmly ke P^ a have suffered, or 

that Jim ^.nd. Such thoughts 

■ring, from . h him to lose control, 

him, caused him all else, h 


Spock 

interic sleeping ai c 


interfered with his ' t ro m McCoy, 

accepted the sleeping ald ® “ s tr ue that 




iim, caused ^ u n e lse, he 

sly- ^d n ° w ' a t° V control. .J«* 

aintain cool, cal , s lives 

3 , his own, and his ci 


s 


disappearance. ^ rance s that, « 

tossing- his ner form adequate y 

Vulcan, . k ? 0 u° U sleep did not convin ally 

weeks without He waS quite d 

hi ue-eyed nemesi • dicat ion and 


on it. 


cool control was severely 


cool control the seiew*— to Mcuoy ly showe- -r . re re iaxe< 

ENTERPRISE beamed v ha d needed, ^ kin g P a nd £ee ^ den ied, HcCoy 

guards. One _extra erw faced hlB bridg e, l°°^ g No t to b ® him . 

on accompanying ich was the a nd ref ^®f nn ed most smug 

he main lounge, simp^-Y 9 nhura app eare( ^ a 



;;eks without sleep was quite 1^-^ 

blue-eyed tbe medication hours 

h i m fiamless sleep- ^ ely 


r.;: el f waking aiw ^ e would not 

of dreaml !h|t the rest had been ^ 

‘-n^LSS. «»» 


)n accompanyj-i y hich was 
ie main lounge, whicn 


)om on the yacht 


That*s that. 


going, Spock. when Y oU 

hat if y ^dn-t say'more. SpocK 

Mc ?!L^ d ^hout further 


ly 9 rinn nv „ ra appeared at 

si d ®. an l^f indicated th at ha J be en 



Some . _ nde d ovei » tbe mi 

- s?^ *• M4 ** 

mation 


alarmed without 







viewer?.’ .and'there!‘ab'ath 1 tV h t&5 the 

beIng a Ted P from r th°*h tV '° be ^ a 99le4 men" 

Ferro] 1 k b = y m ? B T ' Kirk and Morrison 
end chi idr»n ©tel other wretched men, women 

the u!iac e o f W :!! chai " 8 ° nt ° 



. s olive...” Spock murmured 
self, ignoring the chains that 
weigh the captives down. He closed 
for a moment of silent thanksgiving 


to hi in¬ 
to 
his eye 


"Yes, sir...alive...and looks 
considering. Ohl Excuse me, Sirl’ 
realized her familiarity and scurried 
to her station. But she, too, had 
worried about Jim Kirk. 


Hr 

Uhura 





about it as did the owners and 
Dressed in special new garcent^ 
with his equally splendid guard!* S{>0c k, 
protesting McCoy in his new £, r ' at »i 
arrived at the door only minute*^ 
opening time. It had never been — 
type of establishment that V 1 - 

fashionably-late arrivals; indeed tQ 
"show” began shortly after openin' 
was well-attended. Spock flourish 
considerable wad of the preferred ^ a 
rency and was ushered into the 
guarded lobby. The dung eon-1 iXe 
was prominent throughout the buiidi^ 11 
and, indeed, the main show floor vaa 9, 
below street level. The reguli 
obviously preferred the gloomy 

e. 








s 


Spock rubbed his 
amused smile. He felt., 
there was truly hopel 



, hiding his 



How 




into 


points — 3 ust in case an aid not go ~ 
fullv. He preferred a simple transa^L. 


immediately 



They 

iy 

them 


Spock did not have to summon nis team. 
were assembled in the lounge, most eager y 
awaiting his briefing. Spock r ®f 8S “^ 
that Kirk still lived and gave the°i a n 
locations of his confinement. lan £ t an a 

was clear: they would orbit J^aSe to 

rely on the operatives t hem 

provide exact details. He reassureo 

that all was proceeding well. 

• i. _ l_ JX 




And then. 


been following tii« -- common occur- 

kiHed in a e Street p robbery,iawie SS ity. 

re 2 C n Lr seemed to have dropped from 
And Bundar seemea . x haunts, out 

r f g coAtac S t S wi?h his - u f in - S ir?e S arfu S l P of 

IZttnTS Inacttv4 too long, ordered bis own 
remaining^ dQwn to the city. 


tuny. ne iJicitnow 

without phaser play, wise soc^anl 

could be injured or killed. He could wt 
McCoy swallowing loudly, nearly stuabijn Q 
as they followed their escort down the * 

They emerged into a dim, cav^-_ 
dungeon-room. The stone walls were 

orated with torches and various modern 

and ancient instruments of torture. Some 
of them looked well-used, and stained wit* 
blood. McCoy was gulping even louder and 
Knock caught the trembling arm, urging th 
Human to a nest of black-plush cushions 
strewn on the carpet mat behind a small 

brazier/table. Playing his role well, 
Spock shouldered out of his long cape 

down onto the pillows. Be 

patrons 

garments 


In disguise, ®P°g£n a t C guards, checked 

:o y, and by his P®t s °" a f cit y, in® . 

:o the finest h ° b< 4 h ^-he was there to un¬ 
ge himself in the ente bough t by a 

perversions that cou by 

, tot »o«h«hU. 

However, it ^"nd Speck to 

bit of gossip tha 1 sear ch of Bu ^ a 

Masque Disembo Club & snall percentage 

rumor had it, own lied most 

:he bizarre ^ub and^supp ^ near green 
performers - P f the atrocit 


I 


immitted 


jSs'SiSTh- .j. -“Si°t 


the most 


p/report 


__n woulci Qo = . n the 

i,,,. He f ir ^ V bad news receiving 

£ the bearer of to take bis 

iw of M cCoy decided to 


# to himJ 


1 McCoy 

lh reward. t ime 

*s at some ot 

, hpn the club usually 
5y night, when toe 




ive patrons commenting 
knew that he looked 
in the supple 

jumpsuit, stu 


•S creen flindels. He was aresse< 
^rfectlY for the location, and the 
activities^that took place there. 

"Sp. . 
fully eyed 

"You're 

McCoy - 

gracefully 


Uh. . •" HcCoy gulped and fear 
* * icked-looking Vulcan. 

the shit out of mei" 

« • _ P ye A #• 





„ __Spock 

folded to the cushions. 


ei *. down, wil1 not 

" ShUt K?,’ name - Spock looked around 
address me by ® ; still ^crowded 

C a a n S d U no o- was near enough to have over 

a - - comments. 


ovm 


in -Ability. A little golden he , 

Si S,m ■»" «• “ h “ 

•ni 1 .,, 9 .tinW* 

he noticed the n 
waiter hovering 


II 


Uh.••^ 


ny i “lo'c 

U have a d°^ e -^loudly■ 
w ”'<ker ” McCoy S to the intruder- 

Suing*spock’* attention ^ 

l0 ° itabl^drink for hi^f- 

to recall a suitabl . 

friend *iU the 
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.„ wlv , peeling off some 
^ ulC .«tina them before 



ns *-.end 


red ( 3 u:LC , 1 nting them before 
even c ° " m iniature tray. __ 

* c c °L " 0 tl> em °ey, after all. He noticed 

l’ i > in Vs "^nd was Shaking ever so slightly "You woula k 

V‘ K• a 5 his beard. And Sppck noticed drugs?" Spock ;^ " 1 

SP° C :Aied ni tive K ln ^icated 


commit 


horrible 


,/*% sp y rVdi ed 

^tr\ ^ e • d n9* 

nflt 1 , vou're not-scared for 

. .1 h McCoy said softly. He 

" U *‘for Jim * immediate rebuke, instead 

aS .-"“ C ti»9 Studying him intently. "I* 

ft*°T e ioo ■ I know that.... 

5pffii en are .., lovers." Spock 

1,1 ....^Jshing the sentence. 

wb isp 


diminu- 



^rved thn; ir ,w heY “ aited 

cne drinks and de- 


m 



Y* I would be i 


them 


J. 

. me a While to figure it out. 
»yeah> o ^°°time now?" 

f0 r« uite trusted. I fear so... 


Ld 

But I’d try to 

purpose." 

cious expression ST "the Vull« 

Spock •s e ope?Uives e h Can ** sec, "'“'’ " 

favored customers list 
quite correct * 



many 



If 


'if' right nave been done 


t ill* 

h i®« . 4 -Q b 0 p2T0p3.ir0ci“’"“for* anything. 

-you*v®.?£ v ?hat he’s been. . .badly 
oossi*^ 1 maybe even.. .tortured. But 
jt' s „ raP ed " lerong, how stubborn he can 
< n n iw how..-®—. 9 ttnd he'll be plen 



^° U uheh"h®' s Icall'th^Deveno and 
66 f, Vou r f „ V erfull with him. — _ 
a °fthei r ha "fd even more trouble since then 
11 habiy causeu him heavi i y drugged... 

P r °?hflV haven t P„ Mc coy's low voice 

like a.-;® int o a mumble. 

, heV have...mutilated him...I 

"If they ,. , n Spock vowed. 

Ukill them all- P 

g D .Oh...doesn't work that 
»No, no, P’' ’ them _zombies, sex 

The t {l e will. You've seen the 

sla ves..- de ® " nice.. .docile.. .they're 
timoreans, V love to fuck. Women, men... 

i , «affor to th 


and Brosfeld 

He 1 s 


—“j puysicians and re¬ 
appeared as club habitue 

ful with aPPr " Ciate it; * Mi 9ht be help- 

to prepare" sirack ^ hiS duty 

ut he couldn t bring himself to 
im's name. 

"I shall arrange it...immediately 
motioned to his nearby 

otds into the pointed e« 
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station in a short while and nodded 
acknowledgment to Spock's inquiring 
eyebrow. 


his 


stairway 


Spock 



Women, 

„ e ...and tn«=r to them. They rip... 

.nimals d °® sn bloo d...everything, everywhere 
,pen anuses f 


i t bed you...•" Spock s 
"Stop. 1 9 D id lv out of control. 

.agination was rapidly o 

"Sickens you, t0 °‘ ?d^gnt C to watch 

iderstand why anyone would want to 

especially more than once- 


"Neither can I. 



Why do they.--P a Y 

fo .uppo r ji»b, t 

:h as this?" Spock had discov 
■re were many such entertainment 

:ablishments. 

"Perverts will work harder to P a ^ ^ 
perversions than they will o be." 

shelter. Always been true...al wa y 

"The cost of replacing slaves^ alone. 

surely they receive some care. 

"Oh, yeah, that’s part of the overhead, 
ess. And they've developed specir 

cines.. .promotes healing and bloo 

a. __ _.. _ __ ^ v» o n i ri 


"That's got to be Sluthor. He's 
notorious. He pays for a lot of the 
most awful....At one of his drunken parties 
he thought it would be amusing to see if a 
slave could really be fucked in his ear. 

He had a hole punched in the head...." 
McCoy had heard that account from someone 

who had been present. 

Spock felt sick as he studied the 
corpulent, dissipated looking Orion. 

"One night...he ordered a pregnant 
Nobody could figure out ^hat he_ _ 
wanted with her. She was huge with _ ch 

and he wanted to see n Fre ' here 
the biggest Timorean who periorms h 

Sh th, b,by 

Sluthor obviously in 1 He’i 

* n 

them are. 



"Jim..«O h -•• 


II 


more frightened than ever 

"Not him. He's new 


Spock was becoming 


They would take 



There's even...rumors of 

_ _Ui- 4 -n 


erative drug." McCoy caught 
f disgust on Spock's face. arche rs, 

ised at how many physicians, become 

therapists are...sadists. ,^ e ^. . mcc 

v ® d in the medical professions '‘c oin e ^ ac g D ock's 

" d feel the blood.. .inf lict P ain ' ith for Sp 

be en known to...get carried away 


"Not him. He 8 " j ot a few per- 

eas v on a new arrivai..^ a rred, or 

formances, t t ed..-no longe ible . 

very badly mut ethin g truly n 

then they tll „ o. it. ’ 

•i «»“* 

Spock suppr, 3sed 


We'li 9 et 

•■x ' tnoW ‘ • ‘hispered his reassurance 

- McC °Lnefft and his own. 
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V 


the stage^rea^Is 1 !!?^ 3 9 ° ng sour *ded and 
minally, 0 f a low drumh~ a £ e ' almost subli- 9 

near-naked Timor^f stopped abruptly as a 

stage drop. Spock had^^v 66 from behind the 

costume, compost d ^ Ver seen such a 

that crisscrossed ?L Wlde i ea J her straps 

a slim waist onlv to giant chest and circled 
legs, displayina^and ^ ea PPear between the 

genitals, which^oof fr f lng the over-large 
because the T?m«S PP ed even more grotesque 
He waltSe a nnon^ ean / WaS com P la tely hairless. 

lamed, for new visitors, the rules 





high 

he wi 


h . establishment. • ror a price, the 

shed e tr» C ° Uld dictate the performance 

see ' or participate in. Spock 

in gulps 3 He C ? V ' ^2 s ® emed to be drinking 
soo?ht^'u • tOUChed the nervous man's arm, 

their ^ hl ”. lnsban tly. They both turned 
their attention back to the stage. An idea 

whft C ha e t0 ? P ° Ck< but he would wait to see 

be avail a P M» *? deed ' Kirk might not even 

- 1 ! and they would have to wait 
S 1 P lghts for his appearance. Spock 

r-ff^ ady ^u eW that he could not risk a direct 
raid on the too-well guarded slave quarters. 

Kirk would have to be brought into the 

27£*J ^ +~ 1 va 1 \r rM,u i j ~_ 


relatively safer public arena 


He sat quietly, feigning mild interest 
two performers were led onto the stage. 

The harsh, drab iron chains had been replaced 

Only the best for the 
it seemed, unless they 


with gleaming gold, 
perverts of Timorea, 


chose the sinister black metal, which indi¬ 
cated a "final" performance. Spock watched 
the tall, golden blonde woman glance fear¬ 
fully into the audience. He could detect 

bruises and scars along her naked 
flank, skillfully laid on in some pattern. 



"My work!" Spock heard from the 
brutal braggard, Sluthor. Spock could 
detect a pungent aroma and watched the 
four males dispense a rounded packet. It 
could only be Vandja, an insidious drug, 
outlawed all over the galaxy. This planet 
was, indeed, a vile sinkhole of depravity. 
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—.. wun the biddinrr ulc U 

crowd smelled the ho^hl ° nce thl lf th 
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scene and protest the proposed pervertec 
acts and clamped a hand firmly onto the 
thin arm. He squeezed significantly. 
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Spock had the courage to accept such terms. 
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It did Var ^ous other* r i . °c)c, can't aet- 
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instant!^ sp »- n ^o k e d hLse!? 1 ^1™* 
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dow^r?? his h?s fc si^ d s h owi T’ 

from hL h grlIi f ' ?° Ck P^truti^M*^ 

come over the ‘m SU ?? r i Sed s il®nce had Y 
course. HelooS'7 hlCh wouldn’t last, of 

beautifull?-roSnded Wn Kirk again ' the 

audience. Spick ?ic,?? S “i*!'? 11 view of the 

,• _ ^ s ' causing his cock to seem to ierk 

the audipn SS * a little gasp went up from 

onto KilZ^ CB L that moment , he leaped 

__ ? Kirk s back, catching his weight 

5i lY ° n hi «‘hands. He lowered himself, 
ruDbing sensuously along the oiled flesh. 

The induced erection quickly became real l 

He noticed feet in his line of sight. 
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Subjug at 
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be just hard enough to cause his lip to 
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in Spock’s hold, toward the audience and 
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"He 
Oh, 


will be here soon...do not 
Jim. .. " 


smi 
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"What 


all this?” 


"Unknown." 

"What happened 
landing party?" 

"Also unknown." 
"Well, 


the 


the 
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II 


in 


"Captain, 
the 


vacuum. 


you have mentioned 
your distaste for 
I have similar 


frequently 
debating in a 
for 
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lating in a vacuum. 


If 


II 


know, Spock, 


know 


Speculate 


anyway 


II 


II 


what few facts we have 


at our disposal, 
about which we knew 


us review 

We beamed down 

little. 


determined 


mass 


that 


to a planet 
We had 
it has 


breathable atmosphere, that it. 


n 


II 


don 1 


know 

know. 


all that. Tell me something 


II 


II 


You know 

members 


pparently 


the 

standing on an a 
««» “ aiS “™ori«“ 5 ■ 


much as-Ido. One moment 

the landing party were 


barren planet 

of 




ing 


our 


II 


.and 


standing alone 

"Correct. 


the next minute 
in the middle 


you 

of. 


and I are 

.all this 


II 


could use 

substantial than 


a 


something 
that, Science 


little more 

Officer.” 


"Siri 1 


regret 


that I am 


unable to. 


"HEY 


YOU!" 
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"What are you doing? 

"Did you see that? I yelled down at 
guy gSing by in that little boat.... 

"I believe it is called a gondola. 




couldn't 

again." 


and he went right past.. Just like 
see or hear us. Maybe if I yelled 


"Captain, I 
sufficiently strident 
being within a very 


, Spock. 
those ears 


you, your shout 
to be heard by any 
vicinity." 

keep forgetting how 
to loud noises." 


such as street carnival* 
amusements known as in 


Uh 




unmasking 


more interests 

*it 


aRIUSe »s n r^n« 


Unm asking ? 




meter known as^a clock's? 1 ” 1 E °rm 0£ 

midnight, the revelers vould k the 

to each other." 3 ^ true i ds ^Ht 




It f t>~VJ 

7.1 fry O' 


a 


f.° A 


i 


it 


a mere 


Lally when the loud noi 
decimeter away." 


"All right, all right 
the day: let's get out of 

"A splendid idea, 

l» 


Next 

r» 


sible 


How- 


"OUCHI" 


"Jim, are you all right?" 


be 


masks 


human 


9rot 


or behavior". 


"well, these are hardly grot es 

In point of f act 




xii point of fno*. 

quite beautiful and very well craftll 


f •i- Uhf ? P °? k -they also look a 

familiar, don't you think?" a 




r 


* 


"There's a damned force field 


i " 


"Indeed, I had detected it just prior 
to your attempt to walk through it." 

"You might have told me!" 

"That was my intention. However, 
do have a tendency to interrupt before 
have completed an explanation of...." 


"Okay, 
Hell are 


we're trapped. 
things?" 


What the 


"Ah, 

Captain, 
mask." 



They 



are most fascinating, 
to be some form of 


"Masks?" 



. Used only in certain types of 
dramatic presentations now, in ancient 
times they frequently played a distinctive 
role in assorted forms of social amusement 


in various Terran cultures." 


"Such as?" 


"In ancient Greek drama, they were used 
to identify stock characters—characters 
representing comic or tragic aspects of a 
play, for instance. They were used similarly 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
in the presentation of masques in Europe." 


"More masks?" 


"Masques were short allegorical dramatic 
performances staged by actors wearing masks." 

"This is all starting to get a little 
confusing." 

"Masks, together with various costumes, 
also were used throughout Earth*s history by 
participants in public forms of entertainment, 


"I had noticed, 
stylized, of course, but 
is intended to represent 

the one which you hold.. 


in. Highly 

tnis one obvir. 
a Vulcan.^ 1 * 


"...is a very idealized version c 
Human with blond hair and a charmi.no 4 


you 


"Hmnunmm. Perhaps... .Captain, hav. 
noticed the clothing in which we are 


"Uh, yeah. I've been tryinq hard « *. 

to notice it, but it’s a little hard to^ 
ignore." 

9 ^ too find it most.. .revealing," 

Well, what the Hell is this anyway? 
Somebody's idea of a joke? I feel a little 
ridiculous. This thing I'm wearing—or 
barely wearing, I should say—looks like 
a Wrigley brothel's version of chain mail! 
And that one you've got on is.. .is.. .well, 
actually, it's pretty intriguing. I never 
realized your body was so...." 


"Captain, I hardly find 1 intriguing 
the fact that we obviously have been 
staged as an exhibition for some unseen 

aliens' amusement." 


"What? I don’t follow you." 

"Do you not? We are, as you appro- 
priately phrased it, ’trapped 

r I 1 -| _ _ ^ 4 


priately pnrasea it, trappy - -- 

field on a balcony in what appears to be 
a representation of the city of YfY^ 1 
Italy, on ancient Earth. 


- 

In addition. 


• * • 


"Well, it would seem your speculating 

has come up with some. 


in a vacuum has 
sions, anyway." 


"I recognize 


pictorials of 


lze tne mw* -- 

the city as it appeared 
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nundated with water and 

xtx _ *- i me and decay." 


t was and decay 

on - 
GO ° n ' 

.itF ^ . 


i-ike 

m a fc e 


• 1 seB ‘ . _ we have been costumed i n . '* 13 to You**^® 

adding. . . fashion and ,iv w \ “I be, *«t. the 

.1" un se if our own faces. SRa Jr Pardon?- 

to read ' 1 »ean. y 


ig you out of 

— just h Uni£ °r» 

th *n tnfaov^ h ? w m uch 


Ke* e * 


You to^a**' 11 Ve 

than —t L^-i 


we are expected 
■ some sort of 


< P^ptors 

. far oUl 
C c n a* 7 " 



most 

^ People 

indeed? N 


lways 
rn dog 


able 

*•-Probably 


"^eah. 


-T^ at n 
ti° n 


C a 9 tain ' 

t 


is entirely open to 


£or hUnVOr ' Vour I 5 Seen hint- 
r - lght now’• wh !"\-• • I do”; 


with 


j don*t see any 

re ed* waiting patiently for whatever 
"A 9 . to * 


Vulc 


able 


v -iaxe< 

dutie 


Somehow 


this, 

s_ 



- * -Wei. 

an r un derneath 

and see the -- 


n eSt 


anywhere 


since we 


the l^terioi” n "' both on th ® 


*,+ ime, we may as well relax 
rtl e meantxn beautiful.” 

■in ine view- 1 — 

>j oH the 


he Vulcan In”the exUr*’ £riena - *<*u may 

interior y ou . re « the 


"Perhap: 


same may 


In dee d 


though# Spock. Your 

pean lt ' ove ring up a pretty magmfi 
-m cov - confess I’m 


covering tht°readme! eXterior 


you. 


'.fbeercovering up a 
‘King ^dy there 


Do 


On the 


Doth my Captain and my friend, 
are off duty, playing chess or 
engaged, you are capable of r? 


aLc 

When we 


command image somewhat. However, you 
never entire! v f Tee o^f i t* vnnr mi nri 


n wuuuauu image somewhat 

tain? 1 see no reaaon for never entirely free of 

yious# your own anatomy is most concerned with duty an 

your P a n t# to Y our crewmen at all 

A—. 4 fi I 1 m 


your 


testing 


C 

T . ve always wanted 

* h ' i Long and lean 

e n h by " 1 interesting ? 

iean uy 


to have a 
and,.• What 


to your crewmen at an times. This aspect 
of your character is, of course, part of 
what makes you an except'''’" 1 


My what?" 


ptionai commander, 
great advantage to.... 


tfjjisents 


overheard a sig 
have overn as 

i" th !^nina your. 



number 


curvi 



form 


god 


embers 


"God? 1 " 


e agai n 


9 " 


wmember 



most attracted 


“God- a being or object believed to 

n.f.1 ««»“■ “ S 

powers and to...- 


curves. ” 


res? I 


91" 


Spock. 


*11 , ua re of what a god is» 

’I’* we l 1 a ? f tr cry from being c 


, 1 e crewmembers, "Technicallyi P®tb p w wh0 ra ve 

number of 'male c rs o£ a dev°t e excessive odd 

_ ^hoerved watcn y - n rri- trie oirvive aga- _ ship> - 


ed. A number o ;- tching in 

ave been obse ^ h m down a cor 
as you P reced ® Le of those 

tf ould seem to^be^ ® hg cha risma 


admiration 


* =r 

-s n »°* - c *“3 

them# in .1 


-- 

Lduals who 


them 


both..* •" 


who have 


I rt 


embar 


are you implying 


II 


II 


~ , X am 

in, 1 1 am im P lyl "| ordered." 

tfhat you yourself or 


i s a charac- 

This node^ty other s to 
precisely- d no t all°^ aS this 
. Jic which Y° u / uch condxtr° n t s s q£ you r 

terl However, ^ see such nt hervi se apP 
see- _ a ble bo t otne lreal 


Which was?" 


see However; * see su^ ^ M 

one, I ^ t a y which ate no see th e 

personalia aBl ab le 



II 


rent 


subject 


I think it's time 


to 


chang e 


* 1 ** 

you • 


"Sp 


, 0 cK, y° u Kn0W 
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As you wish.” 









M Uk 


our 'ru«l^°*2lv«» around^* ■ imply 

' lVt> ® around each othor 


"Really?" 


M 


Cvtpt 


*ri 5" * 9r *** bl ° that suggestion, 


?^i^ im " h - *"« eitorior U isn'£ 


those ot^he^emlnt^rL 18 »<>t re 
x . -i quite agree 6n - £ ' 

loving is not- ~ ee * And i-k 
human race, SpoSkT * 3 £or tho^=it, fi 

£ind 1 ">ust agree.• 



you SitTi«SS 5 * ° f that Phenomeno " 
"Trust me.* 

"I do." 


"Spock...." 

• " Jin d I bel 

is dissolving." 

"Really?" 


that 


the 


ce f 




•I 



llllllTl the 

return to thS ship?” 6 that 

"But I don’t understand 
the purpose of all this? Soihi^J W 

"Indeed? Except, np r h a 
clock finally struck midnigh?!- that 

"Huh?" 


Yes, Jim?" 




Did you really 
my...anatomy.. 


mean it 
being 


what you said 

ng?" 





I would go so far as to say 
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by Rhea Gowan 
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this 


have brought me 
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loathed the Guardian 
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time 


which no Vulcan could be proud. 

?fr Inly ^oouia i' b. . 11 — 


own one 


such worth 
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allow 


body 


was never 


qUi °able to acknowledge' such want 

ver able to a 


back there# 



future time. 


lavemaster 


sentence him 


into 


ho^rhungry ^ an £lash es 

ina smile.tn 


The blazing £ire 

IVirs my buried fir 


There 
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from 


the 


stentorian toner 
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let 
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ltar go 

written- 


let 


it be done 
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This is an alternate universe story, set in a strange 
timeline in which the Romulans had warp drive 
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r# . • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


early, and therefore won the Earth-Romulan wars, 
and overran the Federation, nearly destroying Earth. 
Vulcan remained concealed, secluded from the tur- 
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moil and destruction. An intensely passionate and 
erotic tale, it does also include some necessary 
violence, which does have purpose and meaning, and 
thus serves to further the plot, as will gradually be¬ 
come clear.... Part I is reprinted from the British 
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zine, DUET 3, with the permission of the author. 


Part II, the long-awaited sequel is printed here for 


Wv 


the first time. Part III is not yet completed. 
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Spock staggered to the bank of instru 
ments and steadied himself as the lonely 
asteroid station tried to shake itself to 


dust. 


The sounds of metal tearing and 

safety doors whining shut filled his ears. 

He felt sick and disoriented from sensing 

the deaths of the three scientists, the 

only other Vulcans for parsecs in any 

, he tried to con- 

tact Vulcan, but the communications console 

nA reAfipd to function 


direction. 




the 


Dale Campion 


It had only been 18.5 minutes ago when 

sensors had registered an anomaly. 
i_ u n j nn Annrtrfnni+■v even to become 


l IA. %. 
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i^m 
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suspicious. Moments later, the pirate "P 

appeared out of nowhere, attacking viciously 

The station, intended as a scient 

post and observatory only, , h jActioned, he 
While the main screen still functio 

watched the ships attack. Soon, most 

the 


Soon, most of 

K2 auxpo — # * 

ships started veering off inwar , 

* _ - - • m__ J3 Ull 

toward 


40 


was helpless. 


Eridani. Toward Vulcan. 


And 


Gradually becoming aware/L^nain'of 

physical condition, he ke a to the 

... < n Wed arm. and slowly walked to 



* 

















Yes; lif 

damaged 


support. 


nort indicators. 

th ° ec 5 ui P m ? nt damaged b^ond 

?>lo ut carefully recording his obs 4 rva- 
‘»t * i„ the time remaining to him. Coollv 
t»° n cported all t {' e details of the situa- ' 
he re ? h at he had been able to observe. 


ome cumpieteiy strange, others 

•••like a picture he had once "ranfain v • , 

, somewhere. Finally, he put am c n nnv P „ i rk * 1 no Romulan. I 

side, and waited for death why are you holding me prisoner?" 

s very quiet in the ruined ^ 

ely place to die, as lonely "Sol You can understand Englishl 


ti 0 > ’f p orted all the details of the situa¬ 
te rhat he had been able to observe, 
ti° n ding a detailed description of the 
j.n cl . a motley group of ships, Romulans, 
s niP s : he ir bird-of-prey markings obliterated 
wi th ther, strange markings substituted; and" 
and s hips, some completely strange, others 

0 t*f fam iliar-like a picture he had once 

oddiy a tape, somewhere. Finally, he put 
s een ° r< j er aside, and waited for death 
th® * e It was very quiet in the ruined 
c aimiy^ a lonely place to die, as lonel 

f s %°had lived. 

banging on the safety door brought 
t of his stupor and, at the glow of 
him oU weapon cutting through the metal, 
an ® n f!r^d to his feet. He had no weapon, 
he 3 A stance was illogical, so he 
enyway aited as the door gave way and 
merely He did not even wince or try 

fell i although he had thought that the 

t0 the room might all rush out into 

-once the door was breached. 




Three humanoid figures stepped out of 
.JVkness, through the door, toward 
f All three wore breathing masks 

:S'ob“i«a twit ««••: ~s °' ok “** 

s-sswi’—• 

iiup is of my mother s race, 

He 169 _ . r planet we thought 

g ht, "From Earth, the pian« 

royed!" 

The Human advanced^on^Spock^hoId 

d ;ifend? V 1 Spock, thinking^t^a^a 

i nV °ooke ar “Take th?s breathing 
Spook realized, a ° am not Romulan. 

ilcan, "I a™ ? po fl‘ d yo u destroy this 

as he reached for tne th e 

t on. He was fl ^Iped his arms on 

n „*. 

at t r °Z d - e SP°^ m ?er ittic smue t which 

, with a chara £now well i ndeed: . ua _ 

would come to ^ of the pn 



on?” 



a We 

d to 



Captain Ja ^® s T 

liP VENGEANCE. 


You are a °w my 

You will come 


a mv plunder. YOU ^ d yoU will 

and my P x ^..gstions, and you 

to an ^® r q i ma* let y°« • * 

° K irlc Sp A^ sensation caught 

#hi le - , nd an odd sea ^. tence only 

the a'feeling o£ n °f found himself 

:k, a then he toun 


seconds, 

* g ship 


»« “: t i^*iUrspooH 

hv the P irat ®,? ls , the unfamil 


tit^ lUo Uii“-- _ 

red b y the gray wa ^ ls ' rough usage 
unents- w ®“ aire d many time , odd 

:*; n t of ^yies- 


- understand Englishl 

Good. You and I will talk later." He 
left then, walking rapidly down the cramped 
corridor, and the guards pushed Spock in 
the opposite direction. 

They were met in sickbay by three 
Humans. One stepped forward to stare 
disapprovingly at Spock. "I’m McCoy. 
Doctor. Now, stripl" 

Spock made no move to comply, and 
swiftly seized by two orderlies. He si 
them off with ease, but one guard took 
and fired his phaser. Through a green 

tinged haze, and a Pc 


was 
shook 

uiic — aim 

and fired his phaser. Through a green- 
tinged haze, and a painful ting i^g, 
saw the orderlies approaching by 

supported him as McCoy, brandishing a knife . 

drew near. He could not rea ^’off then 
were efficiently cut and pulled off, tn 

he was thrown ° nt ° a ^able connec g 

various instrumentation. 

strapped him down tig Y* 

"Easy! Easy!" McCoy yelled. ” H ® 

die until the Captain has talked^^ an<j 
He fussed about, c Reaching for a 

the diagnostic equipmen ^ E the men in 

can of plastiskin, he turned^ ^ 

the room. A11 small 9 enough without you 
isolation “ "S 1 around?" 

and your guns hang g 

Spock watchers the-^left.^ « 

McCoy's stare. cleaned and spray 

gentle fingers, arBl , as Spoc^ 

bandaged Sp k consciousness^ 

faded lh ana „ 4 -Vvi nn in his o^ uc 

quickly h y po ®i d S think of protesting^ did 

before be c feel queasy^ fin ished 

down at hrm/P^ t he wants. h ^°“ uUy .« 

u 

off 


cnecuia^ lvc 1 vou'd be 

1 * “.«<> ..—-sssr ° n 

Kirk he’s not a the j e 

his report. ^ ; similarities^ somethin g 

Ob- there H ^n analogs-bo 0 ;, 

are 1 can’t identify- 

else that 


fhat 1 can .p tmth 

then- activate the . 

B° neS - disapproving Y- 

M roV stalked out the table, 

need to stand next 

Kirk advanced 


raking Spock with gold-flamed green eyes. 
The warm, wine—red velvet of Kirk s tunic 
brushed his leg, and a hand trailed down 
his uninjured arm. Spock controlled a 
shudder with difficulty. He was very 

__1 nf Vi i c nakprlness . " Snock . " A 


shudder with difficulty. He was very 
conscious of his nakedness. "Spock.” As 
the unwilling eyes met his again, Kirk 
continued, "You are connected to a very 

ent lie detector. You say you are 

t • _ __ 4 _ ____ i_ 


can get of value, to sell wh 0 

You’d be worth a considerabl Cevec Vo 

dilithium crystals in the ain ount 
Rigel IV. Male Orions are V . V ' 

attractive Romulan slaves M v- £ ° n ^ of 

evilly. "Yes, we’ve sold* a qooa* ch *ci 
Romulans there. - - • qo °* — 



u 


efficient lie detector. you say you are 
Vulcan. Don't try lying? the instruments 

will prove you wrong." 


Romulans there. The Orions mi a man V 
them so that they aren’t capabl bl ° cVt 
resistance, but they are quite t ° £ 
everything that is happeninq t^ 6 of 

A* ^ C? 1#* a C "I *1_ j* w nftfh n 


// ff #» 


"I am...from Vulcan." 


Kirk frowned at 
like an evasion, but 
gistered no change, 
on that asteroid?" 


the answer. It sounded 
the instruments re- 
"What were you doing 


everything that is happening 

watched Spock carefully for r ^ a m ** k 

"They are used sexually, and the n° n * ^ 
are said to have some.. .pretty exir ° n ® 
tastes. Sometimes they are castr v ^ 
but by then I suppose it doesn’t *oo 

them anymore." ^tter to ' 


(}/ ?// 


"I 

and the 




rdinated scientific observation, ^ 
-ssary maintenance of the station. 


When 






He 


"Where is Vulcan? 
system? ••.Answer mei 
reached out and slapped 
twice. He frowned when 
gistered almost no dis 


Is this the Vulcan 
Kirk suddenly 
Spock's face hard 
the machine re- 


without speaking. Without another"viora^* 
Kirk rose and walked out the door toward 
the bridge. a 


After Kirk left, Spock found himself 
quite alone, and seized the opportunity * 



"I...am not allowed to give infor- 
mation on Vulcan." 


_the _ _ f 

but it was useless. As he lay struggling 
with exhaustion and renewed nausea, he 
hscird derisive laughter. Two Humans stood 
at the door. "Well, look at the Romulan, 

Joe* D'you suppose he’d like us to help 
him* qet off that cold uncomfortable table?" 
mv 0 Knlkv. villainous Human laughed again, 



"You will 
other, you will 
blaze in his anger 
lights glinted 

like fire. 



, one way or the 

I" Kirk seemed to 
The soft sickbay 
his pale gold skin 


zo 




y t »t 

W t % 


jt 

j} 4? G° \ 

7 *, Mj* ( 


stared into Kirk’^ 1 ^ 
Without another ««„**** 


f cxuvi buc vJ y pvj jl uVinXtY 

straps holding him to the table, 
s useless. As he lay struggling 






him qet oft tnai: uoiu cacne* 

mup bulky, villainous Human laughed again, 

a filthy bray. He pulled out a knife, 

_ i _i., thin air, and advanced on 


Kirk stared at him.h^tableT^Xllogical! 

-ose and walked a roun th He leaned 


a filthy bray, ne - —= 

seemingly from thin air, and advanced on 

C® c v 9 The other Human followed, with a 
sadistic smile of high amusement. They 
movtd to stand behind Spook's head, where 
he could not see what they were doing. 


t’* a) 

11 A 

*>, oV 


\ 


11 


wai^u — - 

ie said, and start ®^ m hination of annoyance 
>ver the table, spock tried to 

ind amusement on . an d consternation 

■ontrol his apprehension s to his fs»| 

ls Kirk's hands m °^ e ^ £or a momenta then 

oved up his neck, to rest Kirk ,.| 

of his face gently. heading 

Ja _ softly, this system. 

W ard the P ri " a ^ a f the third planet x 
lready know d c ivilizati c 

V>o4* 


joe, he sure’s Hell got sicken- 
cVin And green blood maybe— 

ing green skin^^ ^ | nyv)ays . Maybe 


"Well, 


we can sure his features a little, cut 
can rearrange his fea^ ^ £avQr by 

^ • -r_II VI 


up those ears 


He grasped 

• • 


making himmoreHuman^ , ning the'point 

SJ.tS.ii. „< »i. 

of the knire « areen.. .thing-.. 


neck, “feah, aad tacked^ on 
down there would hvl « joe learea as 


s 



At 


already know that t civ ilization. 

;*“**»“ surssVi “‘i 1 

lieve me- everything. mn men 


dOWn bulkhead as a trophy'.” 

EtToin^Spock 0 "o 'retreat into 


an %h! n a " Looking 
you tell me eve ^ t £or . g ; no ther moment, 
:eply into Spock • ■ eye the Flee 

continued. It t^ nle are not_Romui^^ 


himself. 


All 


McCoy tot at tt«~f h ,« «* 




C °• ^thlt your people are otder 

d fc are harmless, perhaps J spock’s 

d f!,; a ck." Kirk s hand „ you can 


right, Y ou patting you on report 
of here, imp 


to attack. his chest. 

, ?r spocf” 

your people' F 


a little f^ n * 
^,,et having a 
"We were ^ 

H e's only a Romulan 



• «C responsihilf^' 

the Captain s re brigl » 



.^11 you what 

■*» d 1 let 

. Tto th« — d 


and I hope 


• r' *. sr tS*“ » “ ■“ “ 




go 


"NO/ 

. • i. ” 

;k 1^ * 


•I 


Kirk 


said softly 


"we 


couldn't 


After they ^ce- table , 

M» d j;« f'o'frol o» U» 4 ‘ t “U *«*££ 

Sit. »%?“»■'' %St‘;°Sa *»«- % 

a sitting P°^ ota qe cabinet' theJ, 



whether I 

of n» e? 


spoke or not, 


you 


• 4-4-ina posi^ lull# ra binet» ^ ” t te sv 

in a “ fastening it ty? 9 

SpOCk» L „, re you t.n 


over Spock 


of 


the table 


ten vou thirsty 
»Kre Y ou 


Kirk 


. sitting down °£, th ^ e 

smil ed ' sX "Oh- n °* 



the 


tabl e 


vou 


know l 




nu* water- 

.. j would like som 


II 


anything we 





would eat something too whi 
"V^ue chance." 


y 



t \e 




the chance. 

well/ but I will not eat animal 

.•Very thank you. Doctor." 

X • • # 

> # 

left the room, only to return 
MC c °y with a tray of fruit, some 
m ent late _ nd a pitcher of water, which he 
^ e tabl ea , near the tab ie. Eyeing Spock 

v t ° n a tire of sympathy, dislike, and 
wit* a “ he said, "This should be safe 
*ri* eSS ' vou to eat. I will have to f 
:"ough C° r a /°rms. Do X have to call the 

one r ds in here? " 

gUa n „. tor X will cause no trouble." 

"No# Doctor 

„ making Spock as comfortable as 
, A f te McSoy sat some distance away, 
D ossib^ e ' SDOck covertly as he sampled 

K- closer, and asked, "How is 

3r ew hl ak our language? Do you als ° lt 
Lt 0 w°who P we are and where we come from? 


tec ^ n; *- c l ues / are safe to use on you, 
and on your people.” 


Well?" McCoy said impatiently, 
all your people like you?" 


s Earth 


"No. 1 am unique." 

"Can’t you do better than that?" 

Your readings suggest that the 
Human stock in your ancestry.” 

"Yes. My mother was from Earth, one 
of several survivors of a ship damaged by 
Romulans, which crash-landed on...a planet 
near Vulcan. However, my physical makeup 
and...mental characteristics are mostly 
Vulcan—similar to Romulan in a few ways, 

but different in others-," Spock paused, 

quite certain now that he had said too 

mnch - 


"And what happened to your mother 
c.-v,»n/-.v _ aft-pr vour father was through 

curiously. 


"And what happened 
then, Spock, after your 
with her?" McCoy asked 


known of the existence 
for some years, but we 
destroyed by the Romulans 
much information it was 

-1.. sympathetic. 


"Vulcans have 
the Sol System 

a thought Earth 

oC k wondered how 

Ee to give this 

brusque. Human. 

••well, we very nearly were destroyed. 

: we are 9 they did manage to 
indstill, the centaureans. Now, 

-troy our trien , the m out of 

' re d H«rever we ?ind them, and destroy 

v.v., rl .« o». <•< 

to bother us again. 

_ . bitter tone in McCoy’s 

Spock noted the bitter r 

^ _ aDDrove? 





"You do not approve?" 

"I wish it could be cabinet 

recious." McCoy P a ^ c ^ us bottle of 

>y, a nd withdrew a precio R . g Ua or 

an brandy, tradea filling a glass and 

mlan life- Aft< r he continued, his 

Xliy it down rapidly*Ranged us, you 

toward Spock, war with them, 

t0 Z all the f c ^r iv 0 and morally : 
re changed. an d humanoid lives. 

il in stolen g°o tion ed by Earth, 

" Svstem governm The'RomulanS t may not^ 


Spock stiffened. "My t _ athe ^ a ^®°^ her 
were honorably bonded according to Vulcan 
custom. She lives on Vulcan, m my Father s 

house, and is quite well. 

About to ask the meaning °*” bo ^"’ 

McCoy was interrupted V meaning 

indicating red alert f *1? ^aciain. McCoy 

they were ab °“ btoabb backtracked, and 
started to l eav ®> arm . H e then 

refastened Spoof contro l device in 

placed a small r bothers you, or 

Spock’s habd - lD I pre s S this button, and 
if you need help, P re Pocket ing a twin 

I’ll come running. door, locking it 

__ McCoy ran oot tb unc omfortable, 

behind him. Speck, h ughts. A life- 

was left alone ,11 prepared him to 

time on Vulcan ha P hi s mother seemed 

deal with tl i n 'common with them. 

Logic failed to off tQ save his peop ie 

After ched ^"| s th McCoy C hetded a for 

pared for cas “ al “ rived in a crowded room 
the bridge. He d Q n the main view- 

to find all eyes fixed fleet -s ships 

screen, where three at the oran 



,1 byscein ^ T ^ e ROItl 

■JS Z nonetMW- 


you can change 
..or better. 


e^Y-ne*d to change, • 

you have been force _ n change again 

said softly, but 

W YOU once our system was rich 

1 urces^ now ^y a- gone. c Vin 
to no better th n wa xked 

cCoy turned llAnd now 

i Hu- 


screen, where three (rf t e the orange- 

were firing P has ^ S ^ e m The energy beams 
red planet beneat as ^ de by a powerful 

force Held surrounding the P^t • J* . 

as he watched, the beams « ^ they began 

Many of the crew^breathed^sighs^of ^ 

relief and anticip possible to 

thoughtfully- ,S0. oontacted the Fleet 

conquer Vulcan, an like to reC om- 

Captain, Plke ; the element of surprise 
mend that, srnce gince my prisoner 

has already been e lo S i^ nQthing of value here 

has said tha or»d haad ior B.i^©i- 

w© leave now . ... There is 

IV, and_sell what we^a ^ hQld 


• 7 Bid |;n S about those Human an^ay . wh we. already » t more 

:h y° u u ? need to know what 9 2 1 

,ninq- A 



Captain aSawSrod? U ”Arc 1 v° ° f the Ple =t 

t-llln9 "" about^no 

, K ilr. m ?u£l c Z t i : ye S c m ionin91 ^ 

his statement. ' d d d not challenge 



the course eh co 'J rauni cations, and 
turned to McCoy M I'm n ^ ed - t0 Rigel , he 

Vulcan, Bones? y He Ltr?cue° U8 about this 
want to question him £u«her "w^V d ° 

think we’ll get much om- w • but 1 don t 
usual methods." He continuerf 1 ™ by the 

SO that the bridge crew i2uld so£tl V- 

be down later.” 1 Possible. l»n 


tion you want from hlm/weL^h' ^ ^ 
he felt angry. ° V said ' wondering why 

11 Shhh 1 Quiet 1 No — ^4. • ^ . 

anything to say about it. Find^ut every- 

hmg you can about Vulcans s society 

customs. . .even morality. I’ll see vou lai-pr 
in your office." y -Later 

. . McCoy left the bridge and returned to 
his m Sickbay, wondering cynically what 
Kirk was playing at now. 

Kirk mused on the subject of Spock as 
he rapidly, impatiently, concluded his 
business on the bridge. The alien was 
strangely.. .compelling, he admitted to 
himself. There was an aura of stringently 
controlled power about him, an intensity 
almost passionate. And yet, he 
innocent, so untouched. Kirk wondered if 
his impressions of Spock could possibly 

to test them. He 
of stroking the 
"No!" he thought, 
I want him!" 




he was eager 



be 

remembered the 
alien's suede-like skin. 
"Rigel won't get this one. 

summoning Scotty 

to take over 



, his reluctant 
the conn, he 

went to the sickbay office. "Well? What 
did you find out?" he asked impatiently. 
McCoy located another bottle of 
brandy in a supply cabinet, and fi 

glasses. 

"Little enough 
mouthed. He did 


qn. He's pretty close 
say that Vulcan h 

has little in common with ancestry 

both peoples probably h t heir barbarous 

claims that Vulcans left their 

centuries ago, to and 

lifi McCoy finished sarcas- 

ali, r inHuman. at 

i • « 


He 

ancestry 

on logic 

to 


based 

contentment 

tically* 
any 


Seems unlikely 



II 



Psychology? 


yesi GO on. 
Morality? 


Go on..•what else 


McCoy 


poured 


a 


"Look: I 


second round of 

under standidili.® 




U K 



< to 0 

A *VV 

yjj 


tv 


I°m°KttI; q Be ' d di * 
abr “Ptly SluTST" 


JV V V 

ft 


P a V on 
chai 




[ 



'l 


& c 


i 


challenginqiv *V wna ic ubT 1 *' m v u\ Cai 

from him anyway? wha ^ do ® £a c e n 

hld6s to a bulkhUa^ 11 na U both 7 a/' 0 


hftw'Ato > 


VJf> A 
* n <> 


/ 


But 


did 


Y or ry about it 

to ' 


and sw. Bones.. 

to a desk when we" ™ 8 U P £ oo."’ t 

inten a to be the next'’*') to ^t^tlon 

M?itv W ° rrY about Ipock f . Ca PtaL n and I 

c a nt g ° ing to kee P him t qet ^is on° Usi ' 

servant , vou v«!L h av e a ^ 

yeoman...." J ' ,=1 ‘ c xn fi ee ^ s ‘ 1 ^^ 


i y c vy 

*y, 0 <• 

wM/y aA* 

W . 


> WJL * 

*, 


& 


/ W A 

fj. 5 vr <tr 


McCoy 

mean it 



^oy interrupted, shocked - 
' JlI J l Y °u wouldn’t tak^ Y ° u 

-me of those HTSSK-gigenetates^ 1 . 4 ^■. 

ere^doSoi } tty to 

"Would you rather he be a «utfl a P t “^ 

thing for some wealthy Orion’ nl d PUy ' Y 

out of the VENGEANCE into space 

a suit?" He filled his glass Ld ? Ut 

to the top again. "You know we can^t° Y ’ S 

return him to Vulcan. Why are vou ^ 

cerned about the fate of one Romulanoi?*' 
anyway?" ° ia » 




M * ' 

c 


t 


you in my first report 


II 



Human, as 1 told 
„ McCoy muttered 

But Jim, you just can't let 
him roam freely on the shipl Both of you 

would breathe space if Pike found out/ 

Spock would probably feel duty-bound to 
escape. And what makes you think he'd be 
a willing slave? You can’t dominate him 
physically 1 Surely you wouldn’t stoop to 
mind-blocking him like those Orion bastards?!" 

Kirk chuckled lightly, and said 
soothingly, "Bones, Bones! Don't worry 
about it; I'll take care of everything. 
There'll be no problem. And I'll take 
all the responsibility if anything should 

go wrong." 

"It's you I'm concerned about," 

McCoy said gruffly. 


[V 1& V . t " t 

J /:(! \e 

w/ 

* ? 1 

*/ 

$V° C * 

to 


Kirk rose, 


side, 


and stepping to McCoy's 
affectionately squeezed his shoulder. 

"I know, Bones. I'll 9° Creatures, he'll 

If Vulcans ate such logical fc . U 

agree to what I have to hi wiU 

see it's for the best^& that HcCoy 

work out fine. still uncertain 

was not convinced, _and Kitk himself 

about his motives 

felt the same way. 



Spock 
luctantly 


to 


a sickbay hed 

light 


brandy. 

can 


I 


only draw 

honest, almoflt 


really don ^ t ivfconciusions* he's 

few tentative c i'd guess, 


SSSSiy typically 


feW -doable Of ly in 9 

incapa „,,i ture 


Very 


now strapped - a ugn t 

roused himself ooene d his 

re a U tation trance, and 

medlt to meet Kirk's ^f/i^his defenses 

gaZ6 ’a him- while he could ^ hiB 

around him. w " this alien p 

fencing with Mctoy, 
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ft 

o 

e^ 


Kirk was an uncomfortable 

i m 

to h 11 "* 

13 

lv repressed a shudder as Kirk 
He P ar a his head to one 6ide, to 

turn® t made by the brutal crewmen. 

th L CoV caught those two in time, 
a lad M really hurt you. I threw them 
"t'fnjre th< f y and they will be put off the 
t> e tbe brig ' n ext port, and ejected from 
at ° ur x won't have men on my ship 
s * rl eet * , mv commands!" Spock felt 
dis° bey shake slightly as he moved 
^rk’s han cr.ock's cheeks in a brief caress, 

SfcsJSi** them - 

_ v " Kirk said in an i 
"Sp° ' nirhe Fleet attac 

,ifcr ant vo ur home, Vulcan." 

!eli eV ^ n Lock's shoulder, 
aoved to t rated." For the first time, 

?e re P en Rewarded by a noticeable 

:ir k r 

, , rt cannot be!" Spock abruptly 

" No *ainst the straps which held him 
, ur ged ag be a. He f oug ht to control 

£& «*“ • 


t-n convulsively, uselessly 

shofni °l t Kirk ’ s han,ls grasping his 

hard, and said in a voice 

colder than Pluto, "What is it you want 
from me?” 

Only your willing cooperation. 
You will do as I ask you, and you wi 
not attempt to escape this ship. It 

V Cl 4* 11 v» m T _ _ __ * ~ ^ ^ 


will 
In 



II 



what I 
His hands 





attempt to escape this ship. In 
return, I can promise you that I'll never 
raid Vulcan; I'll protect it! I'll never 
sell you. You'll be well treated here, 

I give my word. But if you should ever 
try to escape, our bargain is off." 

Kirk searched Spock's face avidly. 

"Will you agree? You must tell me your 

decision now! -The computer banks must 

be adjusted to ensure Vulcan's safety. 

Understand; I am putting myself into 

considerable danger for your sake. 1 e 

only way I can save you from the s ave 
1 ■* . _ _-i _. „ mv share o 


"Don't worry. I convinced the 

rLtain that we had no more room 

- P that we should sell what we 

1o ° Piael IV first, before risking 

2 ° v 9 And I told him that, when I 
attack. to id me that Vulcan 

3 tio n barren planetoid of no value 

3 P T; o n“nced P him, Spock. Your 
JS * is safe for now." 



II 


Spock stared at him, uncomprehend- 

{• 


_ ipave the trading planet, 
"After we leave tn Vulcan a nd 

. want to retu ' be s old as slaves 
l l e JslT faction from Spock. 

"Why are you tellrng^me ^ 

c said ex P r ^ S be goaded into another 

rmined not to be g 

ional display- ....but 

Kirk smiled dazz ^ n „ot be able to 
captain P^e will^ recal ied to 

- because h His successo 


because he has «^“ s ‘ cc essor wilt 

p"fi table - Md 

5nd to be that Rigel 

we are on our - 00 t and slaves, 

“So, now iU sell our brown 

here we wi n SpoC k s na x the 

,n fc d into him, trying^ had eS caped 

Isness he f- s only to ^ 

keS! ^ Knew, to enslave 

,troyed i r p e0 pie fxoa 


„ vour people from 

you can sa Yf,v«elf from be I_ 


. r*a.n S^v J jp from 

sp°ll' ss SSK1. 

doesn't 

• °?11 »» =““ B e .old in th * 

*'. Ini ■ • 

IV slave mark 


way I can save you irom •*--- 

markets, is to claim you as my 

the loot, and the only wa Y 1 

your existence on the VENGEANCE, 

make you my persona 1 ..you*to 
possibly re lease both be exe cuted. 

rll P have to trus4 you with my life.” 


justify 
is to 

I cannot 


Kirk 
you will be 
stalked out 


I am no man's slave 

abruptly# 
some Orion's 
of the room. 



angrily, "Then 

~ i aup \ M And 


Spock was left to reconsi chQices _ 

words, and £ast toward the 

Meanwhile, Xirk k d out vigorously, 
gym, where h ®dissipated his anger. 

until exhaustion dis P e to reconsider 

By the time Spock « f ba d showered 

Kirk's offer the captain.h baclc to 

and changed, and was 
see Spock again. 

Kirk stood proudly, n i®Pl a ° ab ^ Y not 
looking down at to y Q u again. 

going to make b 7 m y Slave, notsomedamne 

but you «iU f vou , willing or un 

Orion's! 1 ^ whpn we arrive at Rrg e » 
willi n 9* mind-blocked, so Y ou 

I will have you mr iive. 

Will serve m ® a bb e°technicians actually 

I ' 11 make sure t Y ou*U ^ now 

change very libl^ were^nd u 

remember everyth <3 Y act iy as I l® 1 ! 

only be able to i ^ to protect 


XvJU - 

and serve only « 


II 


II 


ne Vulcan...wil 1 YOU 

My people-.. vui 


destroy them?” b e ha vior until 

»« cow«*« 

I will aite f or Earth. ,. Q . 

we leave Rrgel V q£ £ailut e and di 

™°ery if I tS V' Y ° U "Av 

restrained, and pJJ, me , the changes 
destroyed. D° V u 


0l\ 







will wake'th2 P chanao id hoar sely. * B fc . 

noc ess :r“i n9ly ' a " d re.traLf^i.^your... 


>r 0 



^ Yo ^ beq for v/i i 

_ _ Wpi i i 3 ror Vulcan? Rut- 

-. n j . _ -LI see them «• “UH, not for 

and impulsively bea*n ? * *' Kirk smiled 

"o^s-^w^pocic Sossfsr^ ^ 

y^ u ir2 d m y° s ^ e st «ps . ls -N^r?Jr“; S2 t 

whatever I ask."' d you wil1 gladly do* 


amazement. Kir . 

reLh e S in9 Spock's UlXe <J 

reached Un> 2. 8 eyea 

reai 

his 


A* <t* ty'C* 0 ! 


c\ 


a * 


own ornant ^Sin^.^nea inoi.N, 



not 



from 
but he 


the words, he could 
didnY° ice - Th ® last 

^^dn t move. 


words again^^Spock^lowl' and repeat 

°pocK Slowly complied. 


the 


UP beside h?m.° n 4^ugh d ; f a 2L?Y 11 f S ? ock 

did much care for servilifv tm 1 never 

said banteringly. "Now you ar^ 7 • " he 
learn your chief dnfv o are going to 

pulledSpock into his‘armr e Clo f erI ” He 

Spock easily could smell th^ S H ° ^ Se t ^ lat 
Kirk's breath? the brand y on 


"Kiss me I" 


his lips 


Spock, confused and despairing, brushed 

hi. h a S r ? SS Klrk ’ s cheek - this was the 
had learned f rom his mother in sur- 
p ltious moments of tenderness. But Kirk 

roughly pushed him down, muttering, "You 

a lot to learn.... And therl are 





II 



He opened the Sickbay 
, pulling it sharply upwards, entangling 
abound Spock * s arms. His eyes, followed 
by his hands, moved greedily over the chest, 
with its prominent pectorals, neatly arranged 
glossy black curls, and greenish nipples; 
over the concave stomach with its perfectly 
formed, exquisitely sensitive navel; and 
over the genitalia, beautifully shaped, 

_, cylindrical, with a thick, double 

ridged head, surrounded by the same black 
curls that covered the delicate pouch beneath 
Kirk toyed with the delicate organ, and the 
double-ridged head, then his fingers stroked 
down the sculptured shaft, and back to the 
delicate pouch, then again to the double 

* fascination. The organ began to 


pale green 


ridges in 


swell. 




Spock writhed, crying out softly, 

stop_I do not understand... 


H 0h, 



i 


What are.. .you...doing?" 


Kirk stood up slowly. 


Looking specula 


KllTJC StUUU u lr J H7\ rp VOU 

vely down at Spock, ®J^his’wide gold 

>sisting?" He unfastened his wi y 



S^u^d off "his tunic, and tossed them 


on the floor. 


"No! 


But•• • ^ 


do not understand what 


want of me. M 


Kirk y a " ke f 0 “ d eistand e what^‘am 
reall /o to n you?" ^ said, while 
t0 if Ms right boot. 

ting off his riy 



"No! 


I...do 


ihing 


Kirk strip 


. m spock Lnsistedr 

riith unoomprehenamg 


palest gold pV 'to p V 

blue veins, tett® del icsti V 

Slide to the [,‘‘*"9 hl s tta c ^' 
«gan Pulling °°^; Kitk 

circling the hel^^J,.?" ISl 


m f 


.,„ r ,wy 

ft. 


y> 


i 


V 


c 


i 


it grew" larger Z 

He watched .*5?^ W 

y GK s evde . Wlt h hot - 


_ w atchi ot til 

Stepping out of w h 

his left kno ttead of the h j U8 ®rs 
» he spread , be< i. n«s,_ Bt ^ci 


) 


I 


arm 


nxs i^ rTCS ' U ^ar lr vq 

Spock. on .-2 s f and 


was surrounded^- s Pock^ ne,a 


+-h-i ?rv surrou 

Kirk s right h*J! 


by 




4 -u edr as his left 

ath to rub gently at 
drawn up into one hard 


c 0ck 

a ms left hana Und 

gently at his ?/ ea< =he 4 ; 4 't 


V c ' ** 

/ y',., *• 

A°\ \ 

" •VjT <k? A\ 

J* (V. Kr.t 

A>>K\U *iy 

4 fe * 

v y * e 


s> 


Kirk gasped, "Now , 

doing but do it to yoirseY^ »•» 
I want to see you stroke 


lump. 


i 

1 /. 
f 









It I 


you stroke it 
Harder!" 


c °me on 
Puli ■ 



Unable to drag his 
Kirk, Spock tried 1-0 


Kirk, Spock 
demands, and gradually found^Vv^ Kir ^'s 

lowing Kirk's lead, motion for eo! U £o1 ' 

first hardly noticing the enaor^ U ° n ' 

hi Q nun . ; engorgement 


- -- ' ^ ^ mm m 

his own organ. 

_ ^ ^ A. A 


e ngorgement 


triumphantly 


and 


"Now! Open.. .your.. .mouth!" Kirk 

said between harsh gasps, as he backed 
away a little from Spock, and leaned for¬ 
ward over him. As Spock uncomprehendinni -j 
complied, Kirk tilted his organ downward 5 
gave a few more hard pulls, and circling 
the tip rapidly with one finger, Kirk * 
finally came with a harsh cry, his thick, 
creamy liquid spurting out hard, into 
Spock 1 s mouth and over his face. 


A 

»\ i*. 

& 'A 

AAA e > 

;/ A A K 

V//i>i 5 

V , v 

Xi 

$ > 
ft*! se d ' 

V" M 

> 0 i 




Recovering himself in a moment, Kirk 
immediately pushed Spock* s hand off his 
green organ, then lying down on top of 
Spock, the hard organ pressed against his 
stomach, he stroked Spock*s throat and 
sticky face. 



auxv.iijr tuw.« wnv...... —, cream, - 

He watched the stunned, blank look on 
Spock* s face as he complied, and traced 
the path of two tear tracks on either side 

*; _ i _ j rtonf 1V. 

of his face. 


undulate 

As his 


slowly, against Spock’s organ, 
breathing began to deepen again. 


oreauuuy _lirk 

down lower and languidly began to lick^ 

bufstil^pressertightly^gainst^the^ 

green organ, Kirk b ®9 a hen hard er, while 

Pie, softly 

When he heard p hp ii 


and 


tremble, Kirk rubbed 


S or- 


hard from site to side J| a ching his nipple 
gan, while mPP^g ana p 

painfully- whatever was 

Resigned long since ^ be pleas- 

t0 come, Spock knew Kirk 



, f response, so he had dropped 
_ a laC * completely. He did not even 
^ P \eZ erxS tlnl. consoling himself with cer- 
ii s to c ° n fnr freedom which were beginning 
pia nS lls mind. But now there was no 
i n h1 *-_nfrni - Blood hot and 


pid**- mine. out uw» no 

f 0 rn> h of control. Blood hot and 

gibi ll ^ va sang in his veins, 
s . ->« l a - s vision. A 


*si bl ilva sang in nis vein*, 

fear®' h ??eth, swept away thought, de- 
fedhisftol. He reached up to grasp 
loved his _ rv ing, "Oh.. .please... help- 
rk‘ s ar Rut Kirk pushed him away and rolled 

s^iy lonqhing* 


The questing fingers finally sann aix 
the way in, keeping up a slow, circular 
motion, rubbing against the silky sides o 
the hot channel. A third finger joined 
the first two, keeping up the inexora y 
slow rotation within Spock. The intense 
pleasure of it finally overcame the is 
c -—*- Spock moaned and lifted his hips 

<-ho finaprs. but they were pulle 


immediately 


aC e wiu* ° ^ 

have had...no experience." 

HI# “ h t closed. A faint, green flush 
k's e Y a face He was torn between a 
used tre to push Kirk Ear away from 
“Inf an equally strong desire to crush 

in his arms. 

. • i well, you ma y look like a 

"A virgin. . iv aren’t one. 

t lan, hut y° u c( z r te ii Y me about your life 
, r , i want you to tel ,, Kirk ur ged 

rulcan, hut no ™;* * finge rs to wrap around 

:k’s long, H ^d P shaft. He hesitantly 

iked and squeezed, firmness. Kirk 1 ® 

Lny softness ove £ ±lled his mind, hi 

When Kirk again P« a * e hands turned 
£d in f rus “"ntIV‘stroking his thighs 

3 from time reached unde 

't^touc^his org a " d s an toward n the base 

tsS: . h rs; r 

; spine, °ver . as though he 


progress was lmpeueu, hed forward, 

a little. Then he again pu h d ^ pull 

a little further this ti , ^ Fo 

out once more, then o Y df h i S 

Spock, the pleasure ha fe ^ t P ^ harp pa in, 

erection had gone. sensation akin to 

severe cramping, and substance drawn 

having all his in «rnal substa^ Re 

out of his body, ^ hr °^ 9 co uid only bury his 
tion hardly helped; ^ ably , hoping to 

head in the bed ^ ing ® wait for it to end. 
avoid crying out, and wax 

Kirk moved f* s ^ a xiy lame, his wh °V^ 
hoarsely, until he the rele ase. He let 


body 


jumped 


ely, until »» * re lease 
jerking wi^h spock 

self fall to one side ot sp 

possessively over him. 

in a few moments, he ^ad^rec^ 

Reaching ^out^SPo meet 
Spook's stony,^rthdr awn. 

somewhere _ t soon enough- 

"You’ll learn o ce llent te ac h er • 

Kirk, tried"! grin" and" put led 

rose abrup Y Rea chmg fo r tossed 

of clothing on «y e je, put this on.^o^ 
it to S p°f : n cabin now, best to 

bS hed Y ^ou had better depends on 

? w will have a few ^ are no t 

.Ml explain them it would be 

■ 


-» —. ta „. a ^ Sss-fftSiv 

«r>w'" Kir k ot , e in j e v fingers McCoy, " ho ,. h — 0 n sight. 1 instantly 

Lie still* * m iddle and ith saliva, and wi -th r orde rs I 9^® 5 filed sealed 

loved them in / “rounding £1 *^ b le orders containing die and you a 

ence was height , a „ d the susp ected. « .anointment 


mouth, luP “rcircular, Pr¬ 
oved them d surrounding visibj .^ 

he puclce . ahtene^ . khe soft, ® 

Lng ot Spock the face buri d it the concealed his d l PP ad be en 

i cries f r ° ^dnally, Kl . ner sistently . S F° C foresight : hxS , p _ raV jumpsuit, 

3 bedding- * be neath h1 ^ at ient finger at Kirk unrolled the g V tr ying 

ng, a ^ lb h of°P ain - body ‘ - ^ 

3 ive 3 oxu 


dammit 


rasped, as 

itl" «rab his 


he 


undern 

relays 

rm |pock, but. now fioQded his being, 

>r _ S ?i<>asure/P _. ncr him. 


slid aside 

Kirk unlocked the^doo^^ corridor, 

and they Wal v> e 1' ft^down another corridor, 

into the turboUft^ Spock would neve 

and iH to u Kl ^ t e-fUled eyes of the 
forget Jfmet along the way. 


crewmen 




no r- 

ng and 



t n 

won t 



^ you w°‘‘ _ k , in 

, i re here, Y „ gpoc*» . 

♦•Wat Y oU re - 4 . 4-0 roe* tni 

"Now that Jf ^ e it to „ 


. up several tapua from v. 

PiC itated P a moment, then ret Urn ^ 

Kirk hesita Gen tly he touched Sp 0c k» 
the bedside. nl %n be back befo 

*25 whi s P er ® j ai cep if 1 - “ 


that jumpsuit^ comply: th 

you will, answer ** ersto od? 

* ,n times. , 


Ano 



and «^;r«nd'Bliep*i*”y°“ want'”" 

Stay her _ W-J ._ 


Jou aa - understood . lesS ly- 

at all times. spot*, tonal 

_• r " answer eX” 

••Yes, sir, rabih' _ . v,„ 


Kirk s 


sir, ans ex- 

round the ca the 

bowed him are intercom, 
oomputer, ^ ined his 





„ 1?\* 

I///J A *.1 

iff i/ \ '•$ 




I 


interop- feW 

utl i n ed hi tQ 


-•as 

hid? 'x «ant yOU agal hoar 


xnt: • r>a to 
turning to 

utV * Get 


ant you ar sely- 

. r - spook said hoarse 

...sir, & P _ __ „4vk. 


"Yes. • • sir, *>P^ Kirk , a nd 

tiffly, waiting f°* K to strangle 

He lay n frol a dangerous rg ^ ea sy to 
him in. his own bed.^ ^ smooth^col^ 


column 

wrap his hands skin. 

“fhis^n thoughts, Spock jres^^ He 

at his own 


_ r drowsing in bed for awhii Q » 

Aft ,ared, and wrapping the cover 
rose, f^und himself, sat at the <£L!> 

the bed a se arch for information. 

and began upted by a visitor, McCoy, „ h “ 6 
bread, ani y brough t a medical kit. an "~ 

trate. «e ^ abo ut checking Spook- s 

immediatej-j 

ini Your arm is healing just fi,, 
“ We conce«ed about you; he asked L?!; 

jim was co ® out . y ou a Q seem run - Q 

come an sure to get lots o£ sleep fot 
down. “e daySf and don't forget to 
the h®** tb f n gs going?" McCoy asked caretui^'; 




0*i 




1 


ffi/V fit* $ 

Vf/m i\ 




„T am all right, Doctor. Spock pulled 
v.i anket over his shoulders again, and 
t he b ^ n £!o S ed tightly over his chest. 

. \ • 


turned ni» “— more information d re . - you need anything, or just 

co ^l,tr, to acquire as much at the lay wan t to talkl in whenever you want t 

solved to 4 ially conce y he dld Sickbay. Dr °P 

4 or there 1 s some emp 


and re 




, if vou need anything, or just 

LOOK, J - J - *»__ almost alwavs 


A 

«& 11 

f j&i,# 

*> ae 



me 


soivcu ^ especially CU “TI Bu t he dia 

immediately, esp ship Bu 

out and operation^ that the po 

not delude himself, h sUm _ He could not 


emer 


bility of esca ^ d i 2 e the safety of Vuica^ 

afford to jeopardiz ^ either could he r 

for his own freed-, h i S very san1 ^ 

main in a situation where in thought 

He wa» he 


unless I’ro ^® ays in to my friends.. .and 
CTlke you to be one." 


was in danger. He -« aa befo re he 

that it wa VH!f had returned. 

noticed that Kirk na 


♦-w^nk vou Doctor, but 1 am 
" I r wve this cabin. In any case, 

allowed to 1 lothe s and...it is not 

I am not alioweu 

II 



He lay down besia |^^n^prtssing 

A Cnnr-lc to face him, , • „ o r-mc; 


He lay - . . _ 

turned Spock to face ' d his arms 

close against Spoc ,hand trave ied 

around him. Ki an d back, while h 


» No Clothes?! And Y°u're c 

, Well, I'l 1 see about bha ' 
rKirk right away, and...." 


I 1 11 talk 


around him. K f rk n j^r^and back, while he 
over Spock's should^ 2 DOC k lay passively, 

nuzzled his throat. S, rk i s hands traveled 

unresponsively, until r Re flexively, 

down his spine to its ba ?®‘ iy , a nd 

he jumped back, ^^f hand s away. He , 

started to push Kirk s n ^ lay taut 

stopped baI !' s ® 1 | n :L ^k- s arms, eyes squeezed 
and trembling in Kirx 

tightly shut. 


II 


please, Doctor. 


That is not necessary 
Ti r i«ht," Spock interrupted, 

■ “.“x !*o A »«« - «*«'■ 


II 


»mv offer is still open. If yon can't 

co „. »i.» =»«“ 

and I'll come to you. 


4-v.c, marks of exhaustion, 

Kirk, seeing th ? ™^ K _ lear i y on 

pain and distr ® s ? t W a 1 pa ng of sympathy. 
Spock's face, felt a^p Hnrt . y vou# .« Kirk 

"Relax. 


ace § icit* « - - - 

• K eia*. I'm not going to hurt h you.h o u lder 

shifted slightly, I P ° S r.entiv 9 he raised his 
f der h^d Ck Ind h str;ked e ?he y ;i^y hair 

Sted a comfortingly the ? uivering neok^^^ 

Hi, f U S We'Xl co/tinue^his 

- -• 1 murmured 


f-H 

Soon .ft.,, a subdued Srd- 

immediately star ^?. out a heavy robe, 
robe, finally pul i g a; : d "Here, wear 
Handing it to Spock ^ some thing better 

this until I can fin y too ” As 

I'll turn up the heat m 
A . ^ robe or 


I'll turn up tne neau -*•** . 

Spock stood to put the ro 

behind him to help him on with , 

pulled him into a hard embr • 
j* j^u m rnn were cold• 


moved 


tomorrow, 

ill night in Kirk's arms. 


And he slept 


«l'm sorry; 


pulled mm muo « --- 

I didn't know you were col • 
tell me if there somethir 


Next tiro© 



re coiu. , M 

something YO« *. 


whisper 

your body 


I 


The next morning he woke gradually 
o find Kirk already up and moving about 

rr-onarina to leave. He remaine 


here^he was^unmoving, enjoying the sen- 
on f being warm for the first time 
he was captured. He only opened 

%_Vi rk 


Spock reluc 

whenever X chose." He ^rd! <= ab down * 

tantly and, without anoth ^ h e 

his desk to work. Soon • 




nro he was captured. He only opened his 

;"g W hen he felt Kirk quickly draw the 
““back from his feet, to snap on metal 

!k?ets connected with a short, unbreakably 

rong chain. He pulled the covers back 
Spock's hobbled feet. 


__for 

Spock was left to his own^ ^ hat e venin 9 
the rest of the day, unti 


i 



the rest or cne ua* # -- cm ;u n g a v- 

when Kirk finally retur ^ ed * t0 spock's ^ d 

ha strode to ^ ^ a no 


After he showered. . 

n removed the ankle chain.^^^ have 

cince I aw of 


he said, "Come to bed now. 
chance to talk 


* 







V rose resignedly to his feet, Kirk 
5 SP°^ t he robe, and gazed at him hungril' 

ided bim towards the bed. "Today, 


s SP°T''the robe, and gazed at him hungrily, 
e i n^ ved ided him towards the bed. "Today, 
ne r* <3U ^c;hiP claim was recorded and approved. 

!? ° Wn came my property officially." 
be 

i J 4- V\ a a At r a a e i a ^ 


legs, he began caressing the backs of his 
thighs, squeezing his buttocks. Spock un¬ 
consciously echoed the gestures as well as 
he was able. He was unaware of anything 
except the hunger in his soul, assuaged 
only by the cool flesh in his mouth, his 


beside him. "And 


did as I 


OCX you. I couldn't completely rema 
^ S j P of the existence of Vulcan from 
0 wl edg ^ ter records, but I did make it 
e c ° m ?v,=.<- it was nothing but a barren 


■* w outer records f out. -l mahc xt out unable to alter tms reau^y. 

, at it was nothing but a barren to pull away when he felt a finger entering 

pear like the place we found you, him, rotating, but he moved with it instead, 

' transient population that and it was like a flame inside him, con- 

th a ^ tl 1 ona gone when we returned. I suming him. To escape it, he sucked harder 

.Id be Jiisi lou that my deception wi” -* ■ - •>-" —^ *”- s 

>'* P t 0 o many people know. There’s 


ne was aDie. He was unaware or anytnm< 
except the hunger in his soul, assuaged 
only by the cool flesh in his mouth, his 
hot flesh in Kirk's mouth. His nerves drew 
up into hard, tight knots. He felt on the 
verge of something significant, unknown, 
dangerous, and he was desperately afraid, 
but unable to alter this reality. He tried 
to pull away when he felt a fing 
him, rotating, but he moved witln 


tie moved witn ir m&y 

_ tr-s- _ _ __ _ _a flame inside him, con- 

* t:L long''gone w hen we returned. I suming him. To escape it, he sucked harder, 

d be • _ e you that my deception will faster at the organ moving gently in n is 

t Pj,° m anv people know. There's Pike, mouth. Convulsing, writhing , bursting ap 

T ° Captain: he's sharp—and dangerous 1" into a million dying stars, llke a t b ut 

fing ?ders! down his chest. "When we his mouth was filled with hot plasma from 

shoUi th a nd he's promoted, maybe he'll another nova.... 


finge rs ^ down his chest. "When we his mouth was filled with hot p 

s houl he's promoted, maybe he'll another nova.... 

~ h important things to think about consciousness 

3 m °^*n " He began to massage Spock’ s Centuries la_er, del i c ious las 

n VU -n ?ong Strokes, from knees up to surfaced, surrounded by^a^delrcr ^ 

3 5ark curls, then over the stomach, and ^IhtS hts cheek. He fell esleep aga: 

the hips• 


Cl A. • - 

asleep again 


the hips - 

,carefully controlled dismay, 
Wlt ndered just how much of this parti- 
X w °. • v ^y Kirk was prepared to engage 

r H e was afraid to respond to Kirk’s 

f but unable to resist. 


When 


embrace 


h^d his lips against 

brushed .. ear circled irs . sDent all rnat — . the 

hed gently tongue , then pushed his talking to Spock abou ^„ Vu ?;|chnology. and 

^"carefully into the very sensx- ^mulans, the VENGEANCE,^ tptess Spoc k 

opening. S P, _ tongue worked y showed reluctan , ._ d ou t to 


9 

cheek, 


Kirk was P r ? ssed he stirred, Kirk 

stirred also, so turnea^ ^ Rij;k 
warm golden eyes sm 9 e ibow, kissed 
raised himself U P . . and said, ’’Let 

;k gently on the lips. a 
Up. I'm hungry. 


P • A *-* 

Kirk . S K^v a aL>ut a vutcan?Earth‘; a rte 


inner 


rim T1 into the very seubi 

e-tip care ^“„_k shuddered and gasped 
opening- P Kirk's tongue worked 

i? e of himself - , Q ver neck, 

ay persisten ly doW n to thighs, and 
, nipple®’ na of the greenish 

ly around the a tiffen . He began 

, now beginning t the organ. 

,ck sl° w ^' p fto the growing Pl a f«% 

His hands moved tO fa Ki R . r 


j/SSti. E T. 

“c*R “» ’*“ n °‘ SP “ 


Korauiaiib, --- He dian U - ■ 

galactic economic:s• anc e to discuss a 

topic. Sometimes, ^ ^ aidn ’t pull 

touch Spock’s arm; alth 9 d. They a te 

away, t0 qether, and aft ®^ , che ss set, 

their meals tog tri -dimensional cne 

Kirk pulled outach Spoc y. ho w to Pl ay ^ usic 

had discovered Spoc h to program 

the computer to music, and lett 


. thed when Kirk 

nock gasped and w ^hh over the 

pOC - 9 He hands trai it esC a 


°wav g He hands trailer « escape 

S; not wanting « J h He ^ 

- bold enough to p saVOC inghis gati _ 

% Kirk's maneuvs t knowin g how t^ ^ 

Hungrily, b ^ stared mesm^^ hesi . 

at hunger. beautiful 


t. - sp °" 

r,"» 


ade love that night and a ga c ^ ss . 

^ey Spock was no -ore^ 


tantly 


mngrii^/ He sta rea ck; 

mtiful thighs^nd to touch, 
reaching ^ gnoc 


«“ hlM '„, a KirR- Tf»a 

•*~ u ’ 

at him, 1 is lap, P® , s ups- 


found him» ^ . beg an to . same; 

eventually SP d k ys ’ ere much th and 

The next ,,. rmiet meals, c g;he\ 


bcK/ne, en . Kirk h ^ s s 

UP " 

udging hiS ta sted the 

up*. 


The next rive meals , cne... we r< 

quiet ? a hts and morni 9 circui- 

lovemaking nights ^ ^ a carefully 

nearxng Ril the lookout t ded on 

tous route, k would be «« 

^ and soon 




the P Bridge again 


• flht Kirk lay. holding 
fifth night, M-rrnw, if 

On the tir 


Spock 


g :•i his n ° . 

surroundi^ 


the fn^ 11 "Tomorrow 


show you tny B g tar es. • - - 

is. i£ vou don t worty about be^q 

u don’t have Kn d 1 destr I 


grounding oS itioning ^ don't have 

■. s- - r - lbwt ■ 


lyi ng bac» hard green 

•<£*&£& — “ 


the ones to he 


22S 


gUOrOUB 


y 





in case of 


you might be 
happened to 
a hazardous 
suffer if I 



me 


my death, 
sely accused 
The life 

I wouldn't 




1 was afraid 
if something 
a pirate is 
want you to 


wander 



they left 
















the tender 
down the 
tiny pucker 
to relax, 
and ro- 
returned to 


Spock amazed himself by impulsively 
pulling Kirk into his arms. They stayed 
that way for some time, then Kirk's muffled 
voice said, "Spock...Spock, X want you 
tonight!" He pulled back from Spock, and 
looked at him inquiringly. Spock nodded 
slightly, and closing his eyes, murmured, 

"I am yours." 

Kirk exercised all his skill and 
tenderness on Spock that night. 

, and licked 
His tongue trailed 
, and teased 

flesh within, until it began 
Carefully easing a finger inside 
tating it in slow circles, he 
the hard shaft, licking a swathe upwards, 
then around the head. 

The finger withdrew for a iew secoi 
and returned, joined by a second finger 
covered with something cool and slipper^. 
Spock lifted his hips, and found himself 
wishing that the fingers could penetrate 
much deeper, and move faster and harder. 

The next moment, he felt Kirk's organ 

*— *-"- was almost as uncom 

time, but after the 

initial shock, he hardly noticed, because 
Kirk's hand was wrapped hard around his 
organ, squeezing and pumping it, and the 
other hand was squeezing and pinching his 

In spite of the pain, he began 

to reel tne same pleasure he had felt from 
Kirk's fingers inside him. He began to 
move his hips, pushing a 9 ai n s ^ t he impaling 
organ, moving faster as he felt the tensi 

- - The exquisite sensations were^^ 

I _ 1 — a f ^ 


him the various 





its two tiny 

their limited 
and the i 
and several 



and 




ine iicX t moincii l f ij 

pressing into him. 
fortable as the fi 



nipples. 


build. 


as iocanzeu 

to fill his whole body. 

• ___ _ XT 1^ A m /n "1 ‘F ^ C 


as before, but seemed rather 


When 



nd 






"Well now! !•« glad to 
looking so healthy! it 

services you want 







"No, Bones 




Just your 
a grand tour of 



grinned 



"So, what do you think of 
Spock?" McCoy asked as he ushered 
his office, and found them chairs 







holds, 

which you'll 
"I'm due there 








Kirk 

ir, and 



to fill his whole Doay. He was no ionger 
conscious of himself as a discrete^ t^y 
named Spock, no longer aware o u _ 
possibility of contro . ™ - blovm apart 

completion, xt.^li^tom^ but instead 

of pain, there was the & ^ 

and there was 3 oy. He crie 
soul. 

. _ V, ric arose early* 

The next morning, w ith a tunic 

P ro "^? r ? r of e dee P est midnigh^blue^a 

ich, satiny black' boots. 

lG k to inspect the results^ ^ specia iiy 

they fit so we , * You look quite 

you, you know,ock’s'hands into his 

egant! " Kirk drew Sp°= ten tly. "Do you 
and looked at hiD *> There's a lot 

ill want to see the^sh P gainst anyon e that 

hostility 1 manage?" 

oks Romulan. Can you 




a 




• I do not 

think I have seen the whole ship, however." 

"You've seen everything 


see soon now, 
in 28 n 


the hr i.dq£__ 


McCoy shared a quick breakfast of 
coffee, toast, and fruit juice with them 
Spock made a face at his first taste of 
and set the cup down hurriedly. 

Walking at Spock*s side on the way to 



members crossing their path, as though to 


warn against any 

When they reached 

Mr. Scott, stood by his command 



bridge, 


Although he 


physically 




Kirk paused 


gaining the attention of ^the 

, said firmly, 

among his people| | H HHJJP 

resembles a Romulan, he is not. 

too have fought them and suffered 

ling fully. 






and looked around 

. .my responsibility , and I _vi^ 


not tolerate 



Is that clear? 


He was 
ment—and 


answered by nods and murmured agree 
several slightly sullen looks. 


command chair, Spock 
.. Kirk rapidly revie 


stanainy <*>- *»- 

ship's status. 


there 


Kirk rose, and 


Spock toeachposrin ^ tions 

i vh^ir functions ana wp_ n 


xplained 


in detail .. 

knock's eager curiosity, 

S P° C , rnmorehens 


barely controlled 

curiosity, />ardelighted Kit 

comprehension, d 9 warp 

question concern g ScQ 


ry astute referred to Hr 

operation, was first, S 


be 


19 




x would very much 


like 


a 


involved ih warming consi 

3 pic, and soon ioun h ^ irk wat ched the t«o, 

e ” b i Y ^!mustd and with, he 

£53 To^self. lust a little 







the ship-" 


«okay. 


st , then you 


We'll 
can 


dge. 


Be sure to 


take the grand to “J[ 
come with an<J don 't 

stay with me, 


tinued 



The 


through space 
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in lx loose aggregate for safety in 

Mnr n i nrt t.m ^ ji ^ » 


j detect ion. Nothing was detected 
c^ 1 ' ' long-range sensors however, so the 

i^scd uneventfully. At the end of the> 

da y v P sh ift, Kirk and Spock returned to the 

woi? together. For the next few days, 
cab V k was offered the opportunity to accom- 
Sp ° Kirk to the bridge, and he did so with 
pany. v disguised enthusiasm. He was even 

th tnwed to assist at helm, navigation, and 
a 110 sC ience station, under the supervision 
t^e crewman in charge • Although he never 

of a very sociable, neither did he act in 
actea like a Romulan, so the crew came 


to 




the t an d respect him. Some even came 

t° * i a certain fondness for him. The 
t0 hrulv hostile crewmen might derisively 
f eW c to each other about "the Captain’s 

Romulan whore", but they dared not make any 
trouble• 

Spock immersed himself in studying 

•d control operations, and technological 

brl l^dae not available on Vulcan. His plans 
know ape were pushed far back in his mind. 

f° r e idom thought of Vulcan, his mother and 
He ® an d his bondmate-to-be, now lost to 

forever. When his time came, he would not 
h im there, and she would choose another. Even 
he escaped and returned to her, she would 
l£ n . challenge because of his relationship 
s* 1 ? Kirk. His status on Vulcan as a unique 
u 1 If-breed, unaccepted and maligned, and 

disagreements with his father which had 

furred him to leave Vulcan, did not encour- 
^ thoughts of homesickness. He had never 
III a dose relationship with anyone, 
his mother when he was a young child. He 
never lived so close to anyone, as he 
now lived to Kirk. He found their rela¬ 
tionship strange, disquieting. But, when 
Kirk was not in th^same.room -th^n^he 

that a tenuous mental bond was forming be- 



tween them 


Kirk, pleased with ^P^nld^im^fter 311 ' 1 

cooperation, nev “ d a ®![J e h i m increasing free- 

dom. He was allowed to ^f^sit Sickbay 

certain scheduled time , wis hed. He was 

and Engineering when* v ® e he chose. Kirk 

allowed to speak with any attr active 

enjoyed providing him w Spoc k was 


sure that Spock 

Spock s te V , 

adequately tea auu n a_ e( q When Kirk 

requests were quickly 9 began to fee 

c*- 0 ™^ ho think about it, ne * ld over 


clothing, and made 
adequately fed and 


leuuebta ^- - dGMcui 

stopped to think about it, ne^ j hold over 

that Spock must have som k ned remind 


Spock decided if he did not attempt 

7 now, he would not get a better 
opportunity. He read everything he could 
find about the trading planet in hopes he 
could beam down somehow, and escape. So, 
when Kirk asked him if he’d like to accom¬ 
pany him to the surface, he readily agreed. 
Spock mulled over the probabilities of 
success of various plans all the day before 
the beamdown. He knew that there were only 
two ways to ensure that Kirk would tell no 
one what he knew of Vulcan: kill him or 
kidnap him. But he could not kill Kirk, and 
it seemed impossible that he could keep Kirk 
immobilized or unconscious indefinitely in 
some hiding place, but he was going to try. 

He very much wanted to steal a small, 
ship, return to Vulcan, warn them of the 
probability of another attack by the pirates, 
and help them prepare their defenses with 
the technological information he had gleaned. 
Being logical, and a realist, he had to admit 
to himself that his efforts might make no 

there was too much he didn't know 




f «.**W*^ -- --- 

and could not predict, but he had to try. 


— — w — 

Whenever Spock 


He 


The next morning, Kirk presented him 
with a communicator, a translator, a few 
credit chips, and a very splendid, rich 
green tunic and trousers. 

moved, green flames seemed to lick at^his 
body. Kirk grinned when he saw Spock's 
uplifted eyebrows at the phenomenon 
pulled on a rich, red tunic, open almost to 
the waist, with the same leaping-flames 
phenomenon. 'It's a very special cloth I 
bought for myself the last time 1 was here, 
but I'd rather look at it on you! It comes 
from some strange planet near the eiqe o 
the galaxy, I’m told; no one seems to k now 
its name or location. Probably raided and 
destroyed by the Romulans long ag°- , 

checked Spook's equipment, and c ^"9 ht S P° 

to him in a quick embrace. By law, I a 
supposed to identify you somehow as my 
slave Most use special clothing wi 

to you. S °' 1 treat you as a member of my 

planet, I will treat y behave better 

crew. I am trusting yu won't try 

than the ferage^rewman. ^You^ ^ 

you 6 back, the au ^ h °f^^entTand 1 merciless 
to^escape^slaves^especially 'disguised' 

_II 


Looking down into Kirk s larg try 

gold eycB^SPock sa d^ he meant it. 

tn escape, ana 


him, and he would feel 
Spock, "You belong 


and Spock 

■ _ ^ - * 


inw - # n 

constrained 

to me, -tiy "YeSr 

would always nod, and .^s, and certainly 

But he had no ye^l col ^ p q oc j c » s inor easin ^. k 

was quite gratified at P wQuld caress 
responsiveness in l>ed. - -+.i rioat 


without being urged, actlV ®^d hold Kirk m 

loving, a “ u 

sometimes afterwards. 


m, and enjoy the 
his arms 


Arrival 


Some of the ships — r- o1 _ her s and 

the Rigel system, whil beam down c ^ g n 4eded 


at Rigel IV « as un6 ther f oit in of e ali r ^" dS ' aa y h orien?al bazaar 

-s ~3 gg-iss-gaisr-ss: ln 

E arT;u :_« zaranite, D ^rt^llian, Kzin 


bt. Sulu, r^down^og^hef^o'the 
planet. They left the^ _ Spock look ed 

many stylesofarchi^ compleX( each with _ 
shack to lnultl .„ several languages, adver 

t^ina goods f° r , sa ^; es “es to memory. In 

t lS - 2 ^ 0(3 several add . nd vendors 

°?“i«eet itself were m ^e vLied and 
^ 6 all kinds, r ^ ch ®^ en tal bazaar of old 


orbit the 

trade it for dilithiuw 


rndorian, ^anrte; Rigellian , 

Klingon, Ar 


by Earth, and 



one of the ships so 


ships. 
chosen 


The 






and there were many more he could not iden¬ 
tify. Some were not humanoid. The din was 

: shoutinq in many languages, music 

Final w n ?h PlanetS u ® cra Ping, pounding.... 

y theY .^ eached their first goal, a 

dealer In refined rare metals 


"Well, Jim, 1*11 
at ’Joy's' this 

"Yeah, Bones 



you later 
" McCoy 


Maybe 



. . IP_ *Joy's' it jci" 

grinned, "I'll be looking forJart'to 


Kirk 
it. " 


*■ * * * 



There wasn't much to see 

office, so Spock 
patiently while Kirk and Sulu 
sell the loot in the holds of 
Sulu and the two Security men 
hind to supervise beamdown of 
while Kirk and Spock proceeded 

, and last, business stop 



in the gray, 

sat and waited 
bargained to 
the VENGEANCE 
remained be- 
the cargo, 
on to the 


Anything can be had on this planet 

for a price: computer components, drugs... 
anything," Kirk explained as they threaded 
their way through a number of malodorous 
food stalls. "We are headed for the slave 
dealers now. Some of the Fleet have Romulan 
captives for sale, and I have to make sure 
before they are beamed down, that there is 
enough room for them to be confined here." 
Kiirk glanced at Spock, sensitive to his 
discomfiture. "We won't be long. Then 
we'll go find some lunch, and do a little 

shopping. If there is anything you'd like. 
I'll get it for you." 


"No, Sir, I do not require anything," 
Spock said stiffly. They continued on in 
silence, until they arrived at a particu¬ 
larly garish building. 


"Aaaaahhh, Kirk! It has been months 
since I've seen you! Have you some fresh... 
material to sell us today?" An Orion slave 
dealer, much taller and broader than Spock, 
greeted them effusively, his eyes drawn 
immediately to Spock, traveling up and down 

the lithe body. 


"Greetings, Darvat," Kirk replied 
coolly. "We have 39 Romulan captives in 
good condition, plus 12 injured. Three of 
those are in serious condition? if you want 
to bother with them, you can have them free 
If you have the space. I'll contact th e 
Fleet, and arrange to have them beamed down 

tomorrow." 


"Yes, that will be excellent. Stay 
and talk with me awhile, Kirk. I have some 
tidbits of gossip you'd enjoy hearing I m 
sure, like the location and movements of 
certain Romulan fleets." Darvat's voice 

dropped to a whisper* 


"All right, we'll sta ¥ 
moments only# Darvat.” 


for a few 


"Certainly." 


Darvat ushered them into 


ta rbarously splendid room, where they 

n fa scarlet cushions. He summone 

m on f ? fc : *2 PAmnlan bov, mindless and 



summoned 


lave, a 


naked Romulan boy, ----- ith 

approached bearing y 

*K _ _i ^ ii'mionr. 



S 


who 



glasses of a 


gold liqueur. 


in your crewl I'd 


taken you^eif 

di?e«iy t ?o'spockr"ltand ned " n ^ X apokr t 

slave!" stand up and 


Spock froze, hnt wj 
Setting his drink down* Kill** 

on. spock. .t' 8 time ie tent 


S se/"\*i*k. 8 

slsewh, ' 




friend. 


"Captain, Captain! I<B 

d SK; area R ° nul "« h ^e & 

J; ® are ? re cently. an ri. See n an* 



i, you should be toll W 

added, "But first I must L 9 in ' Darvat * 
Then you'll get your inform^ ab ° ut s Pock 
be glad you stayed to hear it 10 ?’ You 'U* 

’ 1 guar ant ee 


ng 


I 


is not a Romulan," Kirk 

'So! I have heard a rumor r»* 

of Romuianoids in this quadrant. In PUt " 

philosophers and scientists* » ^ 
people without the vile Romilan 
I do congratulate you on your choice 

credits for him." Y Y 2 °' 000 


\ 


"No. He is not for sale at any price.- 

"40,000 then!" 

"No. Now, how about that information?" 

With a frustrated sigh, Darvat complied 
As soon afterwards as possible, Kirk and 
Spock left. 

In deference to Spock's taste, Kirk 
found a small, quiet restaurant with a 
large selection of vegetable and fruit 
dishes compatible with Spock's biochemistry. 
Spock remained very withdrawn and quiet; 
he would not touch his food until Kirk 
ordered him to eat. 


"Spock. Tell me what's wrong," Kirk 
ordered, grasping Spock's arm. 


"Does it really matter to you?" 


II 


Yes, it matters. 


not like you 
about Darvat 
you do know 
You're 


to act like this. I'm sorry 

he is a repulsive louse. But 

I'd never sell you, don't you? 
mine, and I'll never let anyone else touch 

you." 

"Would it please you to know that you 

« ^ fi 


tfere property, a slave? 


"No. 


be S' 
I 



n't free you, and I 


owner. Spock, 

But I won’t 


that boy. 

Now 


• • * • 


ther— unless you “ some shoppy 

nish your meal, we nave 

do." 

They entered a Cultural arti 

rket. A stUnnin, L net were available: all 

from every planet were 
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Ki ‘;?Dture, pouucxy, yuiate cast metals'' - ' 

sC ^tings. embroidered and decorated cloth. 
1 e r l. and musical instruments, while exam 

•ning a tin V ? erfact statue of a multi- 

inl Andorian fertility goddess, carved 


nds 


of 



pottery 


objects, woven thinqs 
ornate cast metals 9 ’ 

anJ J_ '*■*■*»» 


aquamarine 


ing 


at a 


instrument 


There, in the midst of Andorian skri 
. t i ss-khekha, Terran guitars, and 
* zl \nite drums, sat one Vulcan lytherette 
Zar ^v oersuaded the reluctant merchant to’ 
SP °d it down to him. "Handle that with 
ha ?p Romulanl I don't know what it is, but 
■looks to be of great value. See the 
• i*v wo rk there? All rare metals, natural 
in es. And intricate! A beautiful piece 

sto ,| 

of work. 

Spock brushed the accumulated dust 

v . -^ and reverently touched 

a _ 


instrument, 
ancient symbols 

txtan wood. 


the 


inlaid into the rare 


Seeing that most of the strings 
intact, he tuned the lytherette with 
*? r n an d alacrity, before the owner could 
bject Brushing his fingers softly over 





l h Q strings, he played the III 

hrase of an ancient, pre-Reform Vulcan 
P nr cnna Kirk stood entranced at Spock's 

^bow listening intently, Andorian fer- 

a ^2.ity goddess forgotten. 

iiHow much?" Kirk asked the proprietor. 


" 20,000 



tf 


000 ." 


"Ridiculous! 


It's not worth more than 



less!" said 



more!" 


"15,000 and not one 

the proprietor in outraged 

"10,000 and not one 

snapped Kirk. 

"You will put me ° ut ° d absolutely 
instrument is very rare, and abs 

unavailable elsewhere. 

"Which probably means^you^wi^ M Y 

again f ind anyone wiHi 9 antly . 

offer stands," Kirk saru . 

. . no 000 and I - LX 

"All right, all rl ^ h . ’ for ' nothing." 

-.oo it came m i" 


ls an even _ 

went than mv f l? nc l ent and beautiful instru 
How could t-K l . ther s » and very valuable, 
rare Vulcan^ merchant Have found such 

ulc an antique?” 

to L Cver tell you how he happened 

him 9 by one of W3S P robabl V sold to 
and nirat man Y traders, thieves, 

here p dea ^- with the merchants 

him do P !n^ ably the trader who sold it to 
it mav v« even know where it came from; 

And d^J?t Ve passed through several hands. 

have money left. i* m only a little short 

_ 1I * ie because I took you as my share 
of the loot in the last raids." Kirk 

glanced up at Spock with twinkling eyes. 

Anyway, it is another...instrument you 
can entertain me with now!" 

By late afternoon, they found "The 
House of Delights", known universally as 
"Joy's", and popular for its diverse 
entertainments, from liquor and food in 
the front, to confortaBle, private rooms 
for sex, gambling, drugs, and stranger 
delights in the back rooms. It was an 
establishment of higher class than most, 
and lavishly decorated. They were joined 
by McCoy and served by slaves, mauve¬ 
skinned, slight of build, and graceful; 
dressed in scanty costumes ornamented with 
metal dangles that jingled musically as 
they moved. 

Spock sat quietly, trying to think 

out everything that might go wrong wxt b 
his plan, as Kirk and McCoy talked, laughed 
and drank. He looked at Kirk’s smiling 
face covertly, wondering what Kirk woul 
do ?o him if y he failed and was recaptured: 
Would he be sold to Darvat, or simply sub 
iectedto their mind-controlling device, 

and if it didn’t work on him, would he t 


And 


+-hat it is 

see that ± t/!1? .«cB» 


immediately." ith the XTven him away ' £TI f and patienm — 

Kirk concluded negotiati^ l2(000 calmly b ° u ^y to get Kirk alone, 

imbling merchant, an placed tbe an ?? P did not know e5ta decided to p ay 

sdits, as Spock carefully^ glanc ed at .till there. »e _ 

ifrumanf info its cas • number aS 


be killed? 

.ripr they had finished eating a 

light meal, and K . . P if 4 Heading 

earnest, s P ock .®^“ S | ac iiities, he detoured 
toward the sanlta ^Y nwa , a privac y booth 

at the last : , ane tary communications 

and, through the planetary addresse s he 

network, contacted one d tifying him- 

had carefully memorize^ credit 

identification code, he 9 fully equipped, 

I small. f aab extra^fuel Induced, and ready 

for him toleave a in the middle 

he inten ® but he was ,^ 0 ^„ discovered. 

” igh fast his deception woul would ha ve 
hoW f as 5; Human, his ner e ^ re turn 
Had he wa y, but he w t ^ en tly await 

gi I 6 w h to thf table, and pa^«.. y H e 

calmiy to^nity t o ge 


instrument 



i 


s 


ent into its = aa ®; ion number as t 
credit id anblfl ^ l committed xt to 

anged hands,a away , Kirk 

After they waIke ile , Wei * 

- spock with a wry , f ne cessa Y 


Ti did not „ de ci 

still there. »® 

oroceed from k wou id say. 

"by ear "’ 3 their party ^J^plevious 

in his absenoe-ccoy and K^^tractive- 

K i r o«nge- baa f^'i r it, and with a ta a . r< ^ 


ory. After they waij twe , frienos ^ fiamboyanw - f them , 

ned to Spock with 20( y o0 if nec ^ visit 8 ' his a ^ h tr n arrow-faced alien, 

and^let * s Tso- ^ ^ ^ hlS 

:ore we meet McCoy- ^herette. prehensi 

: X would not have 
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her 
his 

length 
tablef 




gotten 


with eye 


in his 


. ^ge and siit-pupiied. ^ 

e r a f'me spock had been away from the 

kfr^had obvioCsly completely for- 

he existed. Spock sat silently 
es averted, a strange, hollow feeling 

stomach. 


Kirk Human on 
But there was 
now?" 






no answer. What 



"That is not logical. If he did not 
, and he is not there, where 1 b ho?" 


he called her Saa-a, 

The f emal ' , lap , and offered him 

slithered rnto while her 

a dope stick. underneath his tunic, and 

hands exDlore. He stroked her thigh. 

HSmln'feSe: cLe up g for air, and gasped, 
Human re „ Both couple s rose, Kirk 

LS n^sliahtly, and headed for the dance 

floor Spock watched Kirk and Saa-a writhe 
fioor. P other in an Orion dance with all 

the“subtlety of a primitive fertility ritual, 
And tried to control dark emotions new to 
him emotions he could not understand. The 

dance ended and another began without a 

a slow, suggestive dance. That was 
IulA ^ed by a lively Andorian peasant dance, 

and another Orion dance. 



"I do not know,. Sir!" the little sla v 
desperately. "I will return and loo^ 
again." Before Spock could reply, he had 
slipped away again. Spock stood, trying 
to think without success of a logical plan 
of action, when his communicator beeped 
Thinking it could be Kirk, he answered it- 

"Spock here." * 









"Spock, where are you?! 
frantic voice spoke. 


McCoy's 






"Almost at the beam-up point, Doctor 
I was preparing to return." 







"Have you seen the Captain? I can't 
find him, and he isn't answering his 
communicator! Something may have happened 
to him!" 




I 






i 




Spock*s eyes followed Kirk’s body 
across the dance floor, watching how it moved 
in complete abandon, wondering how it would 
feel to hold Kirk in his arms now; to take 

him and feel his 


"No, Doctor, I do not know where he 


II 


\ 





m _ __ _ Spock fought 

to control his desperate longing, the heat 
rising in his loins. 



Kirk and Saa-a spun out of the dance 
the table, followed by McCoy and his 
, and immediately fell into a long, 
-leeu kiss. McCoy distractedly left some 
-redit chips on the table for all of them. 

Kirk finally pulled away from Saa-a, 

_ face was flushed and his eyes brilliant, 
[e turned to Spock without really seeing 
dm, and ordered, "Return to the ship, 
re'll be staying a little longer, bu , .. 
e'll return before 02:00, breaking 


"Mr. Scott tells me that the authorities 
don*t approve of the planet being sensor- 
scanned by anyone but them. We can't get 
through their shields. And I don’t want 
to tell them we've misplaced a Captain just 

We can't even send down Security squads 

We're due to break orbit no later 





to search, 
than 04:00." 


i 


tfhen 
lis 


"Doctor," Spock said calmly, "I may 
jjg able to find him. Let me look, at least 


l 




for an hour. 


\ 


"I don't know how you expect to find 
i_ t and the manaaer couldn 


\ 




nd 


leaving shortly after that. 


"I'll be in touch with you. Doctor. 


Spock out." 



The words made no immediate bo 

whose eyes were locked on Ki 

But Kirk did_not even notice. 


He resolutely blocked all sensation and 
thought from his mind, and went 


immediately 


ntion returned j _ V1 v a wav, 

• 1_ .A Snock sat un- 


sTsfsSiS ISUyfSutS S 


roiu nis luiiiui diivA - * 

trance. A very faint presence drew him, and 

he began to walk in the direction of its 

increasing strength, for .71 kilometer. 

* • _^ 


In 


Lng for awhile. Finally, "joy's" a huddled heap,wer wiui — been severely 

:he slaves to him, Question- found what he sought 1 lirmnnscious. Spock 


a n cu!-de-lac behind'a merchant's shack, in 

a huddled heap wet with rain and sever 


\ 




:h Vind e Lcerta?Aed by careful question- 

how many exits the es __ , e i, ke- 



w many exits . „ jrV i s like- 

iSs.-T.W.S'St* is* 


t route, ne • --- him when 

iribe the Rigellian to ten 

; left. 


beaten, aAd waHtui unconscious. Spock 

knelt beside him, carefully raising^ ciQse 

and resting it in his P* dJ jim!“ 

and called, "Jim! Wake UP< 


Kirk's eyelids fleered op *£ 


He waited in the shade of some^orna^ 




in a small park near the oy 

It the manager's suggest^ ^ 

steady rain be 9 ab little slaves 

1:30 when one of the ste althily 

? ed out of the en tt ab ® ' The one who came 


gazed up, unfocused, at Spock. — and 

to wind his arms around Spock s jib so 



smiled, ''Mmmmmm, ^“^‘^is'^oAds ended in 
glad you're here.... ^ q£ blood pushed 


from his nose 


stream 
11 back 


toward Spock. 

_ ^ _ 



Human 


McCoy, is 


and began to vomit. ^ 
he would not choke to a 


Spock held him so that 


the one you seer, »» geeki Kirk the 

looking for the one y wgnt in . we 

..... «« know what roo^ ^ one 

watched carefu y can not under 

there now. , th e 

McCoy leaves now for tn 
He tried to contact 


Spock had a f licaping^lon^i^the ship 

Sic^wasTaUing,for him^o^^ntacting^ 


o one is 


...See! 


which was walt ^ ^ nd help Kirk. 


up point 



































_ig continued pt gschcg ^ould 

» cC hc necessary to Kirk's recoverv 
Sjnave to take McCoy with him al^ 

P‘ open his communicator, he 

“a tie f iien try to convince himself that 
A* «t cV *L the logical decision. 

dj^ a a >» ade 

„ v ignored planetary regulations 

MC a directly down, near Spock. 

, Kirk's side, he examined him 

^oPP ing ,?th the medical tricorder, and 
D ni<* ly *ved his fingers over Kirk's hea 

CflJ* . -i tHOV® , /nr ^4- Him H^ r*lr 4- ^ x. i 


it 


. p hat d ° ^ mean - ' reach his mind 

Pleasei - 


* *> H 


tiy 


^^ C Lre U ^Cairthem for an emergency' 
t hi m Jim's got a bad concussion. He's 
e am~ u P ! dyi n 9*" Spock hardly hesitated. 

n a C0IB 5J sappeared in a swirl of golden 
s they a ^ ck was already planning how he 
nte 5 ' hack down to the planet later 
“ u ld bea g before the VENGEANCE broke 
n d escaP 

rbi t * 

were met in the transporter room 

T hey personnel with a stretcher and 
y medi cal 1 ^ fe sup port equipment. Effi- 
mergency qu ickly Kirk was taken to 
ientiy a s ock trailed along, ignored, and 
ickbay* j^irk was put under a sterile 
atched as McCoy began to operate to relieve 
ieldf an of a depressed skull fracture. 

he pr6 n?*35 Almost an hour later, McCoy 
t was * dressing on the fracture, 

at a temporary d^ ^ fe support . He 

nd P ut V I** his surgical gloves, dropped 
UiP ?he nearest chair, and put his face 


Trust n\e M i 

McCov , Said ur 9ently 

s a S d Spock 

” ay ' Spock g| n °? e ^iPme« S th S at d : a s 

! «y e ;ind°t dl ^tL tp r r h 3 e t d 0 ki ^' 3 , 

nd to your mind... " f h in 3 u ^ies. 
,ed ' t but he l chise P in k , mi 1 ht stiU have 


s fingers over Kirk’s head. A . 

to get him back to the * e<ao-, that point 

^mediate iy. I can't do anything rout^f *£* 

Call them for an emergency y in i K rk s disappear !^ tollow the 

got a bad concussion. He's came 

ember of consciousness to £an a tin V 

would have beL ha l"°t b ? en s ° strong, it 


wnnl a r; ° Wlil had not bee 
Spock's a h e i be * n im P os sibl e . 

P s help, the flame grew 


been 

But, with 


Kirk moaned and 
Bones?" 


stirred, calling out. 


Before the word had died on Kirk's 
Ups, McCoy was pushing Sfcock away, to 
stand at Kirk's side. "Yes, Jim! You're 
going to be all right now!" As McCoy 
began to clear away the now unnecessary 
life support equipment, Kirk smiled at 
him, "Thanks, Bones...can always count on 
you." 

"Who did this to you, Jim?" McCoy 
asked. 


He lay out there in 
long.••oh, God, why 

, and gone to 



his hands 

"l*m losing him. 
rain too long, too 

Idn't I have known 
11 

• • • • 

« cnnck shook his shoulder 
”?°"what is the problem exactly?" 

McCoy looked up “ nc °™^g h „ot responding 

ment, then replied. He alive 

mind is gone. b e fveget able - <*' 

finitely, but he 11 be f th | co ma, maybe 

day he might come out does, he 

I doubt it. And even if he ao 

not be.. .whole. " 

"Doctor, I may be able to reach 
. Will you trust me? 


.never seen them before 
.so tired." His eyes 


"Don’t know.. 
got to sleep now., 
closed slowly. 

McCoy checked the indicators once 
more, sighed deeply, and turned to fi" d 
Spock standing in shadows ^ew^t ^ 

the^aMn Spock " hi 1 ordered,»I -11 let 

the caoi , V change in his 

condition 1 " Spock nodded, slowly turned, 
and left. # * * * * 

The VENGEANCE moved silently^toward^.^ 

. Ea rth, through the emptines 

on his bed Kit* s sla^ it strings a 


on his bed Ki “ * £tom it s strings a 

lytherette, s little melody. 












part II 


. tro de determinedly down the 
worn, gray cor f£f f' ft ° ignoring crewmen s 

the right north Vulcan harp clutched Y 

and swiftly as an ag ng inside , past McCoy's 

allow, he / rie ^ p ° ou id P be noticed and 
office before gone no more than 

three steps, when a t ; acks , hitting him 

stopped him dead . indecision and 

With , fl Ls h |f a ?h2 las^ five days. Waiting., 
locked in Hirt s h | unavo idable 

■■' a°s be C :?en and left to 
^iexn’theback streets of Rigel IV. 

"McCoy, where 
going to let me out 
to see Spocki" 


of 


you? 
this bed? 


When are you 

I want 


At that moment, Spock leaped to the 

doorway, 'shrugging off McCoy ■«. cl “tching 

and stood there, unable to speak. 



H Spock, you can' t come in now. You • •. 
McCoy began authoritatively, and was thor¬ 
oughly ignored, as Kirk raised both arms 

delightedly: "Spock!" 


In one liquid movement, Spock was seated 
on the edge of the bed, with Kirk s arms 
around his shoulders, drinking in the pale, 
bruised face, the bandaged head, the glowing 
eyes, and the unrestrained welcome. In a 
few moments he had regained enough control 

to pull gently away from Kirk's embrace. 

A green flush of shame suffused his face. 

"How can I allow this man to do this to me 
destroy my control so easily--and how a Y^id 
it?" he thought. But, "Captain," was all he 
could say. He wanted to rise, put distance 
between himself and Kirk, but Kirk was clutch¬ 
ing his hand tightly. And his eyes such in¬ 
credible eyes, glowing and very moist were 
riveted on Spock. As if from a very great 
distance, he heard Kirk ask McCoy to leave 
them alone in such a convincing tone, that 
McCoy left without another word. 


Remembering the harp under his arm, 

Spock found enough presence of mind to trans¬ 
fer it into his hands, so that one small and 
very inadequate barrier was placed between 
himself and Kirk. "I have come to play for 
you, sir." 


But Kirk reached for the harp, gently 
took it from him, and set it aside on a 
nearby bedstand. "I'd like that, but... 
later, Spock. Come here." He stroked 
Spock's thick, glossy hair, which now fell 
free to his jawline in deep waves, since he 
had not allowed it to be cut in the severe 
Vulcan style Spock had worn when captured. 
He pulled Spock's head down until their 
lips touched. The kiss began delicately, 
searchingly. Lost in the sweet, warm touch 
and taste of Kirk, he was hardly aware as 
Kirk's fingers moved to the fastening of 
his tunic and trousers. Kirk sucked hard 
on Spock's tongue and, pushing his tunic 
up as high as it would go, ran his hands 


2^ ing^ brushing 1 " against ^thQ U ha rd^g 

his weig« fractured arms and ribs, but it 

reCe h!rd to concentrate. He felt faint 
frim ?he suddenness and intensity of his 

i o4 s body was on firo# licked 

with S flames. He gasped with relief when 
vtwc finally yanked his trousers part way 
down, easing the pain in his groin, letting 

cock spring free, searching for Kirk. 
And he gasped again as Kirk's hand closed 

i ♦- hard, oossessively, and he thrust 


Suddenly, Kirk's hands moved to his 
shoulders, pushing him away. Kirk fell 
back into his pillows with a contented 
sigh. His eyes languidly traveled over 
Spock's disheveled clothes and half-naked 
body. He licked his lips, and smiled 
arrogantly, suggestively. Spock flushed 
helplessly, and tried to rearrange his 

clothes. 


"No. Leave it. I like to look at 
you this way." He reached forward to trap 
Spock's hands, bringing them down to his 
crotch, pressing them there, against his 

f blanket—covered cock. Then he reached 
upward to pull Spock's tunic higher again, 
letting his fingers drift over nipples and 
down chest, to play in the dark fur on 
Spock's stomach. "You know, I've thought 
of you constantly in the last few days. 

Ever since I was conscious." Spock blinked 
back a sudden, poignant feeling. His eyes 
were drawn again to Kirk's when a sudden, 
demanding hand brushed his lips, cupping 
his chin and cheek. There was an avid, 
hard glitter to Kirk's smile now. "Yes, 

I've thought constantly about what I want 
to do to you.... McCoy could walk in here 
any minute now, you know, or one of the 
attendants. But you are going to kneel down 
by the side of the bed, and suck me until I 
come in your mouth. Come on; kneel down 
now." Kirk coaxed, gently pushing and 
urging, until Spock slid off the edge of 
the bed, to the floor. Kirk rolled to the 
edge of the bed, lay on his side and waited, 
smiling gently at Spock. "I want you to suck 
me very slowly; then when I start to come, 
you'll stop me, squeeze my cock the way I 
showed you. You haven't forgotten how?" 

Kirk asked teasingly. "And you won't stop 
until I tell you to. Understand? And when 
McCoy comes in, you'll keep sucking," he 
caressed Spock's face with his fingertips, 
pityingly, "and when the attendants come in, 
you'll keep sucking. And you won't get up 
until I tell you to. You will kneel here 
at my side until I tell you to leave. And 
you'll come back tomorrow if I want you, 
and suck me again. Now, how do you answer?" 


"Yes, sir," Spock choked out, in a 
kind of horror and apprehension. He was so 
painfully aroused that he pressed his hard, 
full-to-bursting cock, bare thighs and 
stomach painfully hard against the icy cold 
unyielding metal side of the Sickbay bed as 
he reached out to take the heavy, golden co 
in his mouth. He desperately wanted to do 
something to relieve the pain of his own 
arousal, but Kirk refused him, urging his 
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stroke Kirk’s thighs and 

tC ad -,ie his soft, heavy balls 

, 5 i"! £ °tight and hard. 

.st' neY 9 r . . , __, 


nr >+- ' Doctor, 1 cannot." He could 

. pletely conceal the trembling in his 

voice. He hardly noticed how blurred his 
vision had become, how wet his face. 



"All right, Spock. ah right. You 
don t have to talk to me now if you don’t 
want to. But I don’t want you back here, 
understand? I don't want you to see Jim 
again. Not until I've talked to you. And 
you are to stay in his cabin and not leave 
it. Tomorrow, we talk. You've got some 


ining to do!" 

"Yes, Doctor." He did not really know 
or care what McCoy was talking about; he 
just wanted to leave. In two long steps he 

was out of Sickbay. 

By the time he had reached Kirk’s cabin, 
he had begun to think more clearly—and knew 

he didn't want to start thinking yet. He 
stood at the door in aversion for several 

minutes; it was the last place in . v ad 
verse he wanted to be just then ; but he had 

to go. After he lowered, he prepared^!^ 

self for meditation, iand sp< 5 ^ h he h ld 

a deep trance. By the ne a * red for McCoy' 

regained control, and was p P 
visit. 


ana ( -- 1 - 

_ lav there exhausted, 

afterwards, ^ ith his fingertips 

n q Spock s fac tled i n Spock s 

his cock stil . My dear love- 

••That was ve *Y st ay there on your 

: .rs - »«.«vo« 

Uh while 1 res . imrnediate ] 

But Kirk fell asleep el ted not hing 

po<* P t U o U rett a hfs-head on the ed^e of 

than to rest ed con trol or 


He came straight 

to know just what you 
him out of that coma 

Rigel IV." 


to the point: " 1 '^ ant 

did to Jim to bring 

after we beamed up from 


spock had been ^^hl^T^oe^ 
question with a t o help those 

afflicted as the Captain was, by ^ - t to 

tactile hypnotism we a can s us a e ;reness t 

help*•-poll the c ^ uldn > t have done i 

+-he darkness. I ,, 1 ^, and did no 


it to 

°Captain' s aware^ - f f °“ e 

neiF ,,,r — t couldn t have a him- 

the dar ^ S string-willed, and did n 

self fig^ so hard to 


>ek pulled away*^d on the e «ge ^ el f, self fight so — 

|*:,ru'S .That's .“ ^taipicioas. 


McCoy was 


he pain anu ——staggered to his 
r he dare not * as he stra ^ ght ^ n tried 

A stood swaying a up , and 

■i °-Xt a hopeless task as yet. 

;en . or s iid open. A" 

: that --carrrinfKLk-s suPP- « u . 

• *r»;r..h; s y K f « » 

t ,, _ the harp. r hodv. he 


It is a sim P le thmg 

..yes. Doctor. ^ fulnes s." 

really, of U“ ated US6£ 



be^a^stubborn, hot-headed^ .1 "very ^r^o me. 

bastard sometim ^f a “k to us.^And 

finding hi®. ^for another favor^ s , so 

I'm going to af t V teU anyone » 5 that 


rneu ww 

: “ r;rs.«.«i- *• 

hi ‘ ” y - 


finding him, ano « for another - thi8 , so 
!. m going to ask y t@u anyone a ^ hinks that 

er6d ' D ' L d should not ^ doesn't «ant shut, hear? him weren't 

*! gafas k r.«3i s rs^z - 

r. _ a>«K-in now. . 1 -/-r hlS ”iust hdVl y , kill 

t^«f, re again." 


: d g';o SP t°h C e cabin « 0 W a .; ( —^ hi. 

Mirf a^the"strained. «^, P Mc_Coy 

Motioning ^ “^through th ® fully 
ntly turned back fche pea f J ca . 

before g lan ®J;„ fife function 

„ Kirk, and the 1« 


tney w _ fla in 

may try a ^ al 


y ayoi ‘" , D octor. « ho WOUld 

•■1 don’t understan^ ? „ 

want to kiU hi*. 


Kirk, 

ve the bed. door, starf l eet na tion have b e ®“They v 

ck moved swlf ^ McCoy's v ° by are punish short whi 

pon escape. ” h ®"” di d not turn an commo n for they weaken 

iim, he stopped but ^ ^ ^"covered how m 


DVCU ” W hen Mccoy - ' urn . 

escape. When ^ not tur 

he stopped b ta ik 

. . . 1 « ant 


t0 K ie might. Spock- pj OIUO tion 

"A lot a f u dge°f i 9 hts ' n dU s e t ri'ctly forbidden 

^assassination b ^ death- ^ it was 

Dy - >re punisn a _ t while But 


st a minute, Spock. 



m. 


unless several order- 

him vis^° r ® sent in the room at 
not a ^°yoursel£ a ^ atd him-" 

lies _ ■Kittie ~ - 1 can fn 


e attempt 3 ' 

f clande^Sotty i s - t ’11 “'*1' he can «v»»-- 

still P‘ e b5 y hi r ® a tested ^° t he?e are there^ ^" en ever he wan — ^ 

there *re w 3 done_J inter„ BuO „, igh t Keep, a ndstubborn and^ some t h i 

al® 10 ® rthy'* b f heing c P cven an want * _ but h® He realty . e if a glas 


*°l B or y°Y^; to < 3 U ^ 

same ti* e do what I can to 

the can override me, yo 

"Oh, Lrer but h J e r he wants. He tru 

the r ..,v»enever __ i +- listen to 



V J , 

f/0 


are *»•'- done _ jnte*— nut th er icJ ht 
* lway he's m ° r capt ain * n e nsi 9 n 

trust o tha n i^ficers;^ or simpir^ ther 


trustwor-Jn fibers. simP^ the re 

engl ?he other of to it» other . Th^ is not 

see some ^ V go m ething c ° pt . a inSe^ ho wants to 

reVe ?he other sh^ n the J^ e he ’s P^tacle to 

are the aP tai n . _ in# but . obst ane 


revenue £ ther shij> n the £1 he . s P”° £a cie to 

the oniy Fleet capt. date ^^ a with him P like li® r 
ri se ,^«liest f a _- D tain s • v • d b e ««* r them- 


you 

He trust 

K but he really . e nf a glass of 

reason when^ P^hTsaid he wants to 

M cC °*L P "By th today- Soon. 


t 


* 


¥ 


the oniy F — t cag-if — £th ^ f^uKeU 
nU t ° £ t ,? that P°"! „ot the eno sup 


th e r,mbit iOU ^ ;nflusn Cfc; . Th^ n 

£ the oo-P-^r •*£.»*?* porters 
°fwtn allf^ a ? i- has or 

selves;,/^ cartel- u _ but^ome 

f. And 


® elv f;re the.c»rte;- u 

2*3? J? anonym°“ 

e 

have 


n ymous 

ate th 

thumb 


see yo u aga , ftly , moving away from 

Of will. my co ° pe in Sickbay. Will yc 

return £° e captain in can yov 

:urn to se for ^ to , 




cannot 

Tn return *£- captain you tell him 

ar—.S^ - - “ —* “ 

that y° u n 

again? 



? “ >f x can do that, 

. t Know i*- M 
W I don t ma tter? 


Spockl 


m0?k ““ ; - -r i 

Trl can-t spoil their p _ under stand ^ 1^ » 


poil their p understand 

. 1 ^What are 


"Doctor, 1 X telim? fljewas a sub- 

„verything y°“. a P0 litical sci le0 ted in 

rsssiS ?• 


•11 not return there," 
"I cannot, long pause. 

murmured Spock after ^ 


his studies. Spock o reaUr os . ible 

the °** SS1 ° run Earth p ”p r esentatives 

remaining =olo"i«; el ^ the Dxrect^ 

of ^.^alum Council, an ove rnment. 


k spock. Yo "’ r he h wants°you, y you'll 

"Look, sp^ £or- l£ W« him up to 

bought an can onlyi 'concerned he's 

have to go^ where you are tional sometimes 

? e he wants to. gQ to him." 


vy/' 

4>, \v< x ,e c \'* 

y/jj r ( (\ 

. \ ty 

Ws . 

* 0 a y 
0 t / a * 

A e >l. 

t ■ y \» 

W£» 

V ^ t 

, 5^ n 0^ 

v 








P£e “ d ^ e r^ent 


trols the govern-- tha t the 

"The capta i”ponsible n f° r 

citizens were respo ^ Qther offrcia 

Executive ___„ 4 , ate s are- corp 


j•dates are- corpor 

"Yes, but all th f C ?o Se . There is an 
tion ®ej' h 0 £ power between th^ &ll in 

U s eaS onev resources, and ,Everything. With- 

can't hold a P McCoy s 


i f he wants bo. him. 

Sickbay , rf ? h Yott • 11 have to^^ then 

humilratio heading for Uj x«ll do 

McCoy roS .' h i nq deeply* ^v, a blV P ut m Y ^ ead 

P au ® ed, c |n 9 for you, a " d ^g S . VJhat good will 
on 3 the hlock^in the^pro^t want to leave 
it do anyway- « come here to yo • 

Sickbay sooner 



«.W e 


» >C»f 


, . _ r a time Spock spent 

Three days 1 dita tion, the door . sl: V. 
mostly ih deep meditati insrde 

epen to admit a Kir media t el y se eking out h 
the door, 


out backing “TiTr’office- But u'-". Vulcan slave. 

can't hold a P aP1 . M Coy said i m P atl f several . h sa id softly, 

beside the Point,^Mc^y The re may be seve^^ .. Spoc k," he said 

"Jim is sti nQW w ho hav j „ an t _ __„„ out of 


11 Jim is . r u4 n now wau — 

rSStS.^ - td f 0-im;s n death 

to P keep him in to fight for hxs 

ie won't be in any doe sn't want W 

Life for awhile yet- ( as he calls 

-show weakness to th ards follow him 

Lt, by having Securi y ^ t hey might be 

n the pay of the assassin So,^ £ ^ 

*o watch him, £?oock, all tne 


trance, his 


Gradually comi 9 , h said tran 

s iowly meeting Kirk s, 

eyes siow i -captain. 


quilly » remotely, "Captain." 


Kirk paused, his* 1 chair to 

further, merely k«m nd his back, 


further, merely r t®th9 h i nd his back, 

continuing to meet Kirk Y Kirk qu i c kly 
He remained u BP® rt a . t k h old of both 

walked up to him, and took n 


tch him, Spock, for you that 

,« h e'll do ■!»« “S, , !> . "V~V- 

«r» “"ihS,*: i'i«is. »o»'» “»»* 

iere. Be aieiu ^ ^ T ^ 

m alone, 



Dck, 


ii tne uxiuc. ^— 

I think 1 can trust you, 

.... and you're my only hope- ^ 

s enough; X «n-t -v« n ^Vi e ast try?" 
• protection*••• W1 1 


his arms. 


•■you’ve lost weight'. You haven’t 
been eating, have you?” 


II 


"I will try, Doctor." (He adde ?.®^x 

tly:'"But who will protect me from him. ) 

h/will you release him from Sickbay. 




II 


"Well, not for several days at 
ncA/ 1 . -r i f want him 
\Q a week, 



it for several wajr^ «w 

a week, and I don’t want him to re- 

to duty for longer than that at lea 
veeks . 9 


Kirk looked at him ^t^^f^tter’ 

farSeffo/a mlal lo be brought to us 
here.” 




"X think it would be advisable if you 

him in Sickbay as long as possib , 


and 


In a moment, several yeomen arrived, 

bearing quite a lavish meal, with many 
fruit Ld vegetable dishes. <and sev ®^ dl 
meat dishes for Kirk. Spock sat composed y 
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•ting no interes 

Kirk not at au. He out t 

aff 0C i dishes a small shove i n gave 

>&on. or merely Pointed, Srfe' s 

diif^pock," and monitoring hi s 

" Eat throngk the meal, making sure that- 6 - 
a ll tl ]l e than adequate. Spook aeon* 
w as m ?, lS iastically, but without D?oi eSce<a 
un6 ?her of them seemed inclined to B p®*: 

tn e f 4 . the meal. s Peak 


PlarieQ 1 ^ ha 

;tlU ps 


, s the yeomen removed the remains 

, McCoy arrived. "Jim, I’ve come to the 
* e "eeted Spook silently with a nod, r ; hich 

J a s 9 returned. 

, but only if you fulfill your end 
. he ‘bargain, and give me a light rundown 

. s status and our position." 
ship & 


- of P ? rti ag th° W fac e soft? CUl Ptured 
CUr U outr* f ac e h th Shinin g wa* Y ' ele 9ant 

v ere hi a '* a <*»»«*|Y ea : On both 

ondet q r an d sliqL. ^^tones u Xdn£ 9ht 

Wete sofi " of thl i ly parted *n S ll P» 

° £ s Pac e t, K datk and i, nnat Up. |h°*ing the 

than, ui. br °ws riti» Vsteri <>us ,, ! k e)<1 
b ® a utifui e „ a awallowl 2 ift ana dart ^? th 

able „ A » thouah*- Wln 9s. »u Q i a t>ove 
• —- 2 


desirable. 



>n 


-All right," McCoy sighed "Scotty says 

vvthing is f ine Wlth the shl P- No pro- 

!Ve c except the usual erratic performance 
>leI ?he worn parts in the warp-drive control 
)f r nents. But he's managing. The 

:omp°“ big thought they detected Romulans at 
■^xtreine limits of sensor-range, so we're 
hf e ur light and sensor shields, and 

s ^ n 9 ._bv traveling at iust Warn 9 


on 


dammit 


i UerV rOUnU dUUUU a. J. 

11 „re when we'll reach Earth at this 

°was looking forward to getting home!" 

,C„ was X. Bones, so was I! Well, one 

I should be completely recovered 
dvantage. to get three glasses and 

y th f?‘ r,f Saurian brandy. "How about a 
b ° btl ® ? ° McCoy nodded as he handed a glass 

;o 9 him! and one to Spock, saying. Drink it. 

fhP brandy around on his 
McCoy roll while covertly 

:ongue appreciatively hould be completely 

Uovered-IF you spendjou^ ^ check you 

taking it easy. 1 


it tomorrow." 

Kirk laughed. 

erything you tel me ^ 

'es wandering to nis 


. . . , t' ll do 

" Al1 paused, his 

"Spock, g° ^ 

jje turned 


Mrk sat 

a 9ainst hi* . n beri 

f ull Y slid an 1 ! 10 * and headb^aiS 9 hU 

. , es of his arms ^ t inside sur- 

ls caln » gaze locked L v • ramained passive, 
e yes seldom left hie on u Klrk » and Kirk’s 

the passiveness of vk 5® dld not ob 3ect to 

belonged to him that totally 

••nsurt Vleasire t °° k his tactila - 

knowina that- q wished, without resistance, 

and could feel everything whether or not he 
allowed himself to be affected by it. Kirk 
knew he could do as he wished with Spock, 
whenever he wished—and knew that Spock 
understood that, too. It was an incredibly 
erotic experience, Kirk decided, as he 
raised and spread Spock' s unresisting legs 
wide, stroking his fingertips lightly down 
both thighs, his eyes never leaving Spock's. 
He lifted both legs over his shoulders, 
covered both hands thickly with a slippery 
cream and, gazing deeply into Spoofs eyes, 

manipulated the soft genitals andinner 

Hr. 3 S 3 =ffv=® ss. 

wards him, using yet more creaKl lvv 

separating them, using y flegh thor0 ughly, 
he massaged along the crevice re- 


es wandering to his J 1 - 're.“ , He ^ U ^?vely 

d now and wait for bottle inquisi 

McCoy, holding up the bot 


ant another one? 


anuuicj. 

. nv looking 

McCoy rose r gnock's^stiff ^ aC d 'you P had 
ifortably at . spo L« "No, and h a Ve to 9° 


nUV^Uj x- , | c 

comfortably at ^P oc , . 

g into the night ca i eit her. * “^ er has a 
tter not have Ensign Coop „ 

w anyway. Duty «^ s i t ea sy, Y 

ngnail. ...Uh, take 


Kirk that SP^^/there 

It seemed »*%„ b^o^'tdrdn't 

somehow tot ^ £ an ^ ce rne 


u • face 

felt * 0 — ge i««““,*, he was "or ra v p d 

waS r anY^ a V» response- elin g th 

Kirk took his time P^g^how” 

^ ea ?i har d °uin with thre man ipuia 

small rth the tb „ oa tediy and ag al , f/i thought 

thr°o? b 


away th^ 


isses and taking « day^ re . musi c * ^ 

: for almost an ho t favori te doWn and 

stening to some of b ab - n U g bb ® the bed- 
nally, turning the c ove d t 
lling off his robe, he on hl s 

Spock lay, P arb ^g d ^ in bed, hi 

. eyes half c to uched <■ ranl' 1 ’-}' ae a 
m. ab Kirk’s l«f ‘ R itk'^ r s uf£“ se 

ra met and do wn h 

paused, l°° lcx ”;’ w onder- 
a feeling akin t° 


Llow, 

)n. 


.» s*- s ~S> 

: 5 S ‘"1 »»«i' £?'-SSS. " 

a t fng the ^ m er ^ 1 


. u e mistaken- 

throat, but decided he strange, 

5e did not really to h is touch 

virginal, creature^ ^ illu sion. 

anyway; rt m g Spock , some- 

Still, he wanted "g wanted Sii ° f o£ 

how, than he h ^ d n to 'reach the cen « for ce, 

Spock. He longed to e his vital goul . 

spock•s being, to exp ^ essenc e, 

to seek out, and r _ _ his 


i6a to his 

h SP °?Lre S wIs f aA odd' P^^ifpSued 

him°that urged Kirk^on.^® replaced^thero^ 

hiS f in IIding U a thumb, stroking ag^ burie 

buttery f la rger. He loo^ P d of 

S p °oX a |am, his i ip s P ar *^£ inu ing to 

a whimper, to . c iosed. Cor v ,. nr ked 

unfocused and p u soft cock, e 

stroke the hot, spock. His n 


stroke the hot, spock 

his fingers d ®® p ®| now, his 
was buried palm . £ spock’s th 

pressed hard ag . d spock’- 

writhing shudder 9 PP d in , P ast . th ® ist 
tight muscle-ring- all t ^ careful iy slid 

Now the way was easier. g kf stretch 

his hand still dee p ®r t he sensitive channel, 

ing taut the sides pathway inside 

following the turns ° full He stroked 

Soc R ■. Soar. m «.*;*« 

and pressed firmly, u orga ns of lif e ' 

the hot, living fie , pre sence and 

mlve against his hand caressingly. 

He pulled his ha ” d pa |p 0 ” k y °to Kirk, 

drawing a la “9 jwan f t Q P be transfigured 

his face suddenlyse< e ™ before seen such 

with ecstacy; he a face. He moved his 

a look on any creat within, then back 

hand gently even fur elastic, clutch- 

mg rim. Spo f? As he s iid his hand 

SS"S SSSV« ““f n fi“- t Sf 

forward, a sudden wave of hea ^ r ?f e _ ver 

arching his back, lifting his hips, pushing 
against Kirk's invading hand. Kirk care¬ 
fully increased the speed and depth his 
hand moved, watching Spock's face, innocence 
lost now, a satyr in heat, crvincr 

ingly, wordlessly, 

Kirk. 



5 iav,Cf luuwwuvv 

u iica,., crying out plead- 
rotating his hips against 


Not even caring now about his loss of 
control, his defeat at Kirk's hands, Spock 
was fiercely stimulated but could not find 
completion. His cock still lay limp in 
Kirk's hand, but the other hand moved deep 
inside him, possessing him, searching out 
his soul. He felt stretched to the break¬ 
ing point, filled to the brim. It was 

beyond all experience; he could not stop 
crying out. 


Kirk himself was desperately aroused, 
craving release, wanting to be within 

Spock, all of him. He reached even furthe 
into Spock, but that did not satisfy him 

MJ- his ^nd out half way, so that' 
the tight muscle-ring clutched his palm, 


and slid his own cock into hi fi k 
ping his £ing®“ tightly ar ouna h ^. w 
he again pushed up into Spock as c °cV <> ^ s 

could. First slowly, then £a star fa t as k ; 

stroked and squeezed his cock i n «! 
body, moving his hand relentless Icie S&r, 

out Af spock’s body, tormenting> 

overstimulated nerves deli C io Us i v 1,:e ««y^ 
responded by trying to open hirn RCk T, ^Poi 


/»Y f yy, 

m //. 

rty.i A \ 


9 


further, and move against Kirk*a k 

--.y wishing it were possibi 

" * ■ ... ie 


4 / 




frenziedly .- 

turn himself inside out, so that 
hidden part of himself could be t^ Vety 
Kirk. Kirk’s hand, resting looselv^ b v 
qotten, on the green-f lushed cock * 

?he sudden rock-hardness, and autom!?^ 

responded by grasping harder, f Qr k 


f 


0 




responded j. ^- *.■— t x.ox v* 

beyond rational thought at that po ^ k v, as Y 


e 


Spock heard his cry and felt th 
flood spurt within him in intense f r ? h ' 
tration, fearing Kirk, having taken ht* 

- would withdraw .now, and L 


hot 



own 

him like this. 




Help 


PLEASE, Jim I Oh, please! p Uc ^ 


me 


me« 


Startled away from the afterglow ^ 

VirV 1 ^ . Ut 


his own pleasure, Kirk looked down at hi<? 
loveslave. Without warning, he eased his 


lovesxca v W . - ^ - 

fist far inside Spock again., 

• —a fwicfinff it. the 



refully 


turning and twisting it, then pulled out 

_ii iKn uav. the»n 


almost all the way, then in again, ro¬ 
tating it as hard as he dared in Spock’s 
burning hot, pulsing, liquid insides, y 

the hard cock pulsing in his other, 

ripnched hand, and repeated the 


ZA 

V 

\ \e° 

wa A h 

%'y c 

Vd 

/A z 

K f 

i 

‘i ud 

to 

f0 »( e 
& 


} 


He 


tightly clenched hand, and 
penetration one final time, then pulling 

his entire fist past the tender, swollen 

_J 4- Vi A 4-4 rrV\ 



nib a. —ww jc -- r - 

prostate, and out past the tightly clenched 


ring of muscle 



Spock screamed out his ecstacy, his 
whole body convulsing, his cock spurting 
out in great, liquid pulses. Kirk's mouth 


E 


instantly closed over the head of his cock, 


to catch every burning drop. As Spock lay 

back, limp with exhaustion and satiation, 

Kirk's mouth closed over his, releasing a 

precious libation into his mouth, letting 
o_jvi nV +-v»e» r*i rhnoRs nf his own semen 




Some indefinite time later, Spock 



came to semiconsciousness as his legs were 

* He flinched 




again spread wide and lifted, 
helplessly as Kirk's fingers probed his 

, tender tissues, to make sure he a 
not been injured. A warm, wet cloth 

caressingly wiped away the st ^ c ^ nes ‘! 
the remnants of the lotion, the few 
of blood, semen, and natural * 

He felt soft lips briefly brus \ hl * C ° 
and the very tender area beneath, • 

after a 


gathered up 


moment's pause, he wa ®^n^aqainst 
up into Kirk's arms to lie S) 


the broad chest. 


Much later, ne awu^ *r" finqers 
still in Kirk's arms, the teasing i J 


later, he awoke to find 


i-lUQ t - - pg 

playing with his hair, the golden ey ^ 

smiling as they watched him awa ^ n c n0 ck, 
shifted, wrapping his arms around P 

running his hands down Spock's ^ ac un¬ 
squeeze his muscular ass. Unable 

trol hi---- ^ 
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,-«?• Kirk smiled 
are wPjiout a shower?" 

ll v ~' -Th en pulling hrm 

n out Of *>« J, e set the con- 

S^ with hio- water shower, 
luxury rm . He squee 

' ' **?t-» s soap into both 

. :tV _ _ 

- ^ the* ^ to the feet and 

*?° an d *****' n itals, taking his 

V : tl»e indicated Spock 

Bp 

& 


McCoy showed up again in the evening, 
checking to make sure that Kirk was indeed. 
ro«tinn in bed, and thev decided to share 

After he 


together in Kirk's cabin, 
they played a few games of 


} +C 



retired, Kirk holding Spock against hirasex: 
possessively, but undemandingly. The next 
few days passed in much the same fashion, 
with Kirk becoming more and more restless 
the inactivity. Even frequent lovemakin< 


W x LU 1\11 A UCbVJUl 

the inactivity. 


subdue his 


~£Xi r eCl r* spock began 

.luc^wtorbed in has t 


unable 





~-nnery curves 

th ' ^beginnings of 

e ^him Rinsing for a 

rk°reacE;d one hand behind 

,-x p-'T^qer, Kl one hard kiss, then 

pe r *' ^ead ^ vl ^ t Q f the shower. After 

^r°briskly, he handed Spock 
l r. each °"h® ne on himself. 

’■Ibe and pU I'd spend the next 

•1 promised M bed,” Kirk sighed. 
d J S at ionst x bad with you there 

'£\TcE^* But first, we eat. 

, u aar ina food and drink 

yeomen arrived bea Unen . All too 

Je., and ala ° £ t n d traces of thexr love- 

■"that the o Qbvious to the young 

j must be . night cabin, Spock sat 

/tidying Kirks y to ^ urged to eat. 

tly. an i speculatively at him, 

1 A Kirk lookea discom- 

red, . the reason for ms 

ly devining tne 

■you’ll just have to get “ s d d stur bed. 

srs.“ you ’ 11 have to 


Doreaom. 

Seeing his restlessness and wanting to 
forestall the inevitable, McCoy planned a 
little party for the Bridge crew and a few 
other officers, in the rec room the next 
evening. With Uhura's help, he planned an 

interesting meal to be accompanied only wi 

. *_-x mncic. hODlHCI tudw 


be 

often happens, however, tne g ue ^ _A ^" /■ 
longer, the liquor got harder, the musi< 

led to dancing, and the party gre 

general celebration. 


Mindful 


began 


in that Kirk was trying 
mm oii. He wanted to leave,^ ^ sight. So 

had to stay. McC °y « al5 bulkhead of the 

he stood, back againstonebui ^ Kirk as he 

“?J2°=S*ST^rSt?S attractive crewwomen 


became p 

him off. 


Sickbay 


n know wncLo jr - , 

to accept it as they do. 


equi 


But spock knew he could never accept it. 

i tl\ IV he had made his cho^ as sl 

’ malcin9 ^Since 3 then, he had meditate 

days, tr y^ 9 f o? m some defense against 

He had resolved to him however 

IS, to let KirKmanipu remain unaffected 

ished, and to st °t° a „r hx® iliatl ° n i 

uched, even by P^ ^, he found that 

. in spite of hxs ef abie t 


departments, graduallyconc the 

attentions on uhura ' “to a small table in 
improvised dance f corn er, but Vulcan 

the shadows of tb ? £ seeing their tete-a-tete 
eyes had no tro wisses they shared. 

followed them, not .® £ ° PP£ 9 something else 
tnt!relY°thit a caused him to follow unhesita 

"''"Kirk seemed to expect him to ^torri- 

because he wa ? "^ly^around Uhura, her head 
dor, one armtightiy -Spock. Report 

nestled on hxs shou . Tel l him I » a “ u 

you D w;re C to Y spend the ^tinued" rather' 

sys.nsra -5 ?• — — “-” 1 


e ' * 4 -o of his efforts, he had promise* i oa uinQ 

completely vulnerable to not under- tutn ed and welked ^corridor. 

- 3 -s s/srjisa- - - - 1 



lass of wine, Kirk 

ashing his f j;tqht 9 cabin, and °taid: 
dm into the n ^ht harp , he sai 

indicating s>P° 



t 1 dpntion ° n * or inner mu. 

is att d tstractions or thi8 

tside D lssed peacefully 

•noon P as * 


him standing ttier the v engeance * — : - 

All the ° ffice J s ^ their crowded ^ ar . 

Kirk, had to share is their w ^ doubt^hy 

Spock knew. Q f him, res t of - 

K !-.! k h3 inment he had P^/luffused hi. 

the “anybody^an^he did j'^5^through his 

^ f ■' joy ’ s", leaving him sitt s ^ shea thed 

He remembered wat ^ 1 ^ n ic, the illusion of 

flames iffiS* 

h " h * 

















ana feel 


how 

his 


it 


would 




take 


He cl °sed hi 


hi * -ur^nd^ lrk tken 


* % 



liters h ^“? d - OCOy 


fighting f or 


not 


touch 


else 

He 


control. 


at "3 hi. 
'ouia £ ; 



so he 


ei ^ 




was at first 






hours 3 £ h * ir 

Ho uxrs * McCoy 

tryi nq t?" to pac 

what wa«; S to c °ntrol, 

a hangove 


empty, and 

wait. But 

had not 
U P and down the 
to keep his mind 

tn Kirk's cabin. 


next to 
Pitch black 

to? S K° n him 

touch, but 

iessly, and'tuS' caeer°t^i y ^tk.; 

" > n T««2.S5«>. 

imsei£ ' >jS 

Is there scm,^,., hl «i. 





someth! 


just can 


n 9 wrong. 


"Come 

you sleep." 


hack down 





in. 


• t 




obvinc xo °klng 

nL.°" sl ? nursing 




i°u doing he; e i-"he y ' JVer - Wel1 ' what 



said querulously. 


Sickbay, W Doctor e S ed t0 spend the night 


in 


. So you 


could have used 




Dust sat here. You 
a bed. Well, who was it? 

spent the night with?" 



Uhura 


Kirk settled k 

running gentled inglrs°o- ° Ut ^tcu-v l »• 

merely projecting^ leelt* ^ «-*$£>•' 

Kirk sighed profound C3U ' ’ ^ 

his breathing became 

carefully withdrew his hL^ re 9«Ur C ^U. 
in the pillows, still looki-c^t ***«««>?** 
it was too dark even for VubUv, „*i tk «**% 



/a* y 1 y \ ^ y f .t 


touch. 


I guess he 



- . , 9 ct a good chance of not 

S knife in his ribs, then. 

? ® didn t try one of the newer men 


m the 


that 






McCoy sharply. Neither 
the possibilities to which McCoy alluded 
had occurred to him: that Kirk's life might 

in danger, or that he would seek 
out a relationship with another male. An 
invisible knife seemed to twist within him. 




Wdo elusive, Ha fol* 

Deciding to analyze the emotion 
missing it, he was shamed to acVn ? r “ 
he could be disappointed that Kirk*l -- - 
touched him tonight, had not wantl* n <* 
badly wanted to reach out to Kirk * ’ He 

him, but he denied himself. Unbidd 
his resentment of Kirk's involvement*' * U 
Uhura and Sa-aa slipped past his contr^ 

He wondered if Kirk eventually would i 0a l 

all i orncf -irk nun *_1 _ n 



all interest in him, then tried to com, 

himself that - he didn't care, shouldn't 1TU * 


7/%’^ 

W%L 

a$f 



could control his emotions. 


He'll 


slept it off 


call you when he's 
Why don 1 1 you go stretch out on my cot in 

room over there? No one will 

have to talk to 





him 


you 
about 


I 'm 



using my 


McCoy muttered crossly 


going 

Sickbay like a hotel," 

"If he's going to 


keep this up, he might as well assign you a 


When Kirk - 

interest in him, would he sell Spock to ^ 
one else? Spock knew that, regardless of 
conditions or circumstances, he would not 
allow himself to be another’s slave; he would 
die first by his own hand or go into a deep 
trance and never come out. Not completely 
aware of what he was doing, his hand reached 
out to touch Kirk’s outstretched hand, his 



fit o* J-'* S 

* V* £ i 

i'.?K 


separate cabin of your own 


«« 


It wasn't until evening that Kirk 

his cabin. When Spock 


fingers crept carefully into Kirk’s palm and 
nestled there. The sleeping Kirk’s fingers 


curled over Spock's fingers snugly. 


called him to 






his emotions 

• a light 

He followed Kirk to the 
the look Kirk shot 

of pain and 


under tight control, two yeomen 



the table 



by 


at him. 


on 

nonplussed 

seemingly 


he did not want 


composed 



He sat 


silently, his face drawn 


tired, avoiding 


Spock's eyes 


He 


forth on his plate. 


pushed his food back and 

hardly attempting 

~ ^ 9 


to eat 


the pretense, he put 


Finally giving up e and s i g hed 

. •. dnwn. leaned oac 


And what if Kirk should set him free, 
oerhaps even return him to Vulcan? He had 
to be honest with himself: he did 
*-n return. There was nothing for him on 

Vulcan! Nothing and no one. When he was 

there he had wanted nothing but his free 
'-here, a npoole who would never 

dom. Free ^reached IDIC and knew it not. 

accept him, wh P , t0 re cognize as 

—“ fr0m What United Wealogy. and a 
a 







11 


his fork down. 


very 


you 



I 'm 

finished 



tonight, Spock 


When 


have the yeomen 


clear this up 


rigid, sterile, * cient traditions, 1 

—Iture bound b, ^ q£ aisc0V erv. 

bound to its P^ n ® t w. s authority and 
Freedom from hi marriage which he 

was 




con 


trol. 


necessary 


Spock 


watched 


bathroom; 


he had never 



dispi ^ 1 




and could not 



He 


eating, and ca 


too, 

lied 


been 



When 


and lay down to 


wait 


u'm he went into the 

him a h Kirk in suc h a 

fathom the 

the pretenseof 

r«“ ^f»*L«sed. 

they left, ne 

for Kirk. 


want • 


But 


Though 


no 



gave up 


had 


the 


in 


Kirk re 


a moment# 

cabin I!*** > U thS 


turned 


off 


and 


turned 


the 


O He had no home, 

where codld J^he did not want, oh 
except te^ what he v ®f a n"tt&diU 0 "' 
Vulcan. He ;nst^his training an adroit 

went •nofcal and dishonest. not 

it was ii ^hat was becoming A . 

himself what wa ^ pasS rng 

clearer to him « 


it 



he 


to 


lay 


down 


w 


anted Kirk 





cabin 


_. rV c alle d a indeed * 

Later that day *olan. McCoy did g to 

caDin to explain concurred, t HablY do 

arunvble. but °° *ould Pf^rt- had 


him 


h.t at his pattV 

Spock-- less na 


Before they ^ i s°tn^ iscatvn ®J 

McCoy checked Kir ^.'^ 1 oK t o proceed- 
reluctantly gave bis Ok _ s F the Bridge. 

ablY '5 l ?* 5 J X Se turbolift, trailed 


bounced out of the turbot^ -—ted 

watchful Spock and McCoy, anticipating 


, «bo was « tro ublesome 

beloved, but . dqe cr e 


spoke 


report 


ely» getting was cneeie 

Of each station. He w were now pro 

ton Mr. Scot t t a optimum warp 

I directly ho Barth at 9^ ln three 

^uorp scheduieu . 


spent 


jV* " lly grew heavy wi 

1 pve 11 , rjistfnl-iy u». be ti 

s hl lond e f® i univ er f®?^ universes 


crotapes 


ing away wicn -- 

ports and communications 


Tot. 

JrhaP* another, ^traveled together 

?!,t h^^ed, -ho « nd work ing to- 


i<J»! 


a nOt Ilc , 4-raveieu - 

a nd e ^ ved livi°g and «° tking t0 ' 

cta rS ' 

tne 5 


moved tirelessly through^ 

.= «n« crewmen as po 


king as much time a s f£ssi'insistence 
break for lunch at McCoy s q£ k 


eg» alS 


morning 


"> 10 ielt setting; 

sir i°T v into Kirk 

air ?aoia g aze * 

sen ^ eVe s he 



off Kirk; 

Spock resoxutcij „K«erved the c r® w _ 

:.evand he uno 


igns 


tne _ 

Be could see 


seemed 


r — r- 

they an 


thee 


smiled 


e3C pl a i 


It's from an 


’^stroking Spooky hair back f 

he J a vt bored °^°^e thing" be sides 
°: k ^'e got -jo ,s witb^ou^ 


from 
s 


iere apparently 1°y a • with each other^ t 

rapport with Kirk a McCoy had °v 

the^danger^ £ did not relax hrs v , ^ 

McCoy was thoroughly annoye g ina pecti 
- taking so much longer ^ to him th 


seemed disappo 


' ck :4eVt to do ®°t is With you. _ 

'* nieasant as surprise inspec 
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tHhHrive- 0 ' see med 
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^ould enj think 

? Sorry I didn 'tjg* 9 you . c e 
■t getting the «xer to go 

- how wouldyou . 

the inspection 
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another out with his mi- se 

too. faint trace o carted moving 

detected a M the man s r casua 
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iS ‘ .. to the Lher hand c pushing le op6 


, ¥ a o to the 

I can _! llcos wil 


■ a - a r.“ y p“«» 
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a 1 long 

, • na was amiss ^^funconscious 

noticed «“££} n !pocK ^f^ediately P^* ed 

moments, u the deck. «® d elliP 5 ®^® 

crewman ^lack, el ^ ng an d examined x -_i n g 

of the «e«s " 5 r ^ t £ee ^" 9 into silence. 

i" thr ° at ' to his knees beside Spoc> 

McCoy dropped tO Qd _ D id he get _ H 
-A capsule-gun^ any possibility^.^ u . 

at Jim? sP° ck ' ilW ^a d andtwisting 

took it f T°”! h on one side, ana ^ cent er. 
a tiny sWlt P an d that ran arou sho ws no 

apart at a be fully Thank Go ^* 

"^/ofbeing ^ ir ? d ^ySu ’ re coming with 

sign 01 ^ _ l+ . matter? * 

But it c d °kbav right now, J im * 

me to Sic hed down besi 

ignoring him^Kir^^ling the reassurn 

the crewman, hrs^ lQOked at hi» a * her , _ 

steady pulse^ vick; 1 know hi almost 

name is Ga ^th us on the —^wonder 

been fnow? 9 «e • s a goodcrewman. ^ tose 

oall^Security^o put — “ on hi s 

As they ” a gg S t 0 t his 1 right side^ Kl ne 

left Spock close t Q f Garrovick. 

mused interrogated, arrest 

SSS-ailowed^to°leave^ever again 

Si SSSS^pSSi^- n £ e, wouid be 
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. i have to g° 
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When s P°$ k 0 n his bed, eyes closed. 

« aS d 1 rn n9 his a f°-head 0hvi0 a usly n nnrsing 

headache. spock’s fingeri 

headache away, and h QentlVf Spoc k urged 

relaxing completely h He carefully 

vtrk over on hxs s through Kirk’? 

stroked his ^^[ging his scalp and the 
o? his neck, then ®ovxng a g soothi 

°nd back, fill deeply asleep, but u, 

moments, hi^ Kir ^* s perfect 
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see Garrovick, 

Maybe I can 
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"He 3 ustb f,i® rf it hadn't 
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rrectiy as t it . He grasped 

iger at the t McCoy's sight in 

's hand hard ' ° ret i ce nce, and said 
mce to s P 0< r k ® " Wet re both OK now. 

::.™ r have MO at the gym while > 


into a 

He could never 

end really did ■* »»'> l to ' 
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nd how much irocility. Th6 
Ate^' ?fected him very deeply, 

% had a * have explained why. 

i** 1 hs coui° hidden, guarded part 

V> h ,£ed H sustain him against the 

V&r’.-nd, l which, he knew, would come. 
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same table Snnnw 
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day on 
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te later, still wrapped in 
fie aWO Cn e w that at least some of 
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"! ve ^at he pt payment for something 
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Spock took him 
speak to you a moment?" 
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, mean, ’was he drugged?' No, 

° v,r 

■c.,ld »« »*»* 

icatio n ^ 

. 4 - nD ned pacing abruptly. "The 
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control free, sentient 
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lied the Bridg^ when was the last 
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don’t like the idea of you trying it pnva y 
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Ued the Bridg • when was t he last -you...do not trust me?" Spock noted 
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can try 
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, perhaps? Can Dr. X 

»nces of such tamperl g* 
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sre’s no way to be sure ^ ea i ou sly 
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awed on Earth. The primitive 

JTt . 3 lUl^have^Garrovick taken 


Kirk gave “ 

return Garrovick to the ° ad g taken effect, 
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Stood up impatiently 

i •»ifp to do now is a 
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"What 
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,nd perhaps Dr. McCoy Rea ^ f Z1 spock agreed, and several 
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cCoy could detect seemed 

that GarrovicK 


to him 

gym 


SPO^ agr n e for the Text Several 

Every afternoon for 















> 


e 


e 


i 




o y >’/ 


.,v 


c 


4 


r * v>i 


# 


V* 


days, he spent several hours a day there, 
and returned to his previous habit of 

• ' „ l *. I _ _ 4-V.a on-i 1 -> V-. 


and returned to hxs previous habit of 
occasionally visiting the science labs 
Engineering, since Kirk did not seem tu 
want his company. It seemed to him that 
Kirk had become unusually quiet after th 
dav with Garrovick, and he was. avoiding 


It's the best I can do. ThanVn * 
me, Spock. You'd better go back 
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that 


and he was 
eral hours 


Spock. He spent several hours a day in 
the mornings, away from the cabin, and 
refused to let Spock accompany him, or even 
tell him where he was going. He stayed up 
late into the night, using his computer 
terminal, going over the ship's records, oi 

_ * % m -- __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


late into the night, using nis computer 
terminal, going over the ship's records, or 
just reading. And then, for no reason, he 
abruptly forbade Spock to leave the cabin 


For several hours, Spock sat 
day cabin reading as Kirk slept 
When he heard the bed move, h#* 8 '‘ l5a SiY 
to see Kirk sit up in bed Ludlenlv^** 
though waking from a nightmare. r, 
his face and bleary eyes miserably 
clumsily to sit on the edge of the b d 

losing his balance as he reached for h* 
trousers. 
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moved a 
bed. 


l , may 1 be assistant 
tred a few steps closer to the end of 

d. In the past, he had always secretl 
joyed helping Kirk dress in the mornino 

d Kirk had aooreciated the "' 





Kirk had not been to bed at all the last 
night, Spock realized, since when he woke up 
that morning, he saw that Kirk had fallen 
asleep at his desk. When he heard Spock 
stirring, Kirk awoke abruptly from his fit¬ 
ful nan. Icrnorincr Spock, he stepped into 
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en 3 oyea neiping nirit aress in the rornin 
and Kirk had appreciated the attention. 


stirring, Kirk awoke aorupriy rrom ms m 
ful nap. Ignoring Spock, he stepped into 
the shower. Spock patiently waited for him 
fn finish. "Five days of this now," Spool 


Kirk didn't 
simply said in a 
Get away from me 
on his clothes. 


monotone 
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■ brushed past Spock and 
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door 


another word. 


to finish. 


days of this now," Spock 
thought. "I will speak to him. If he doe 
not answer, I will speak to McCoy." 


Deciding that 






managed 


any- 


"Sir, may I ask-" Spock began 

Kirk emerged from the bathroom. 



ion, unti1 McCoy 
afternoon. 


Kirk interrupted 

to sleep for awhile, 
disturbed. Either be 
cabin.” 


_ He slid into 

back on Spock. 


coldly. "I am going 
I don't want to be 
quiet or leave the 
bed, turning his 


Spock could not deny the feeling of 

pain that washed over him. He s£ °°? £ut 
: D r several minutes, looking a ! and 

\lrdly seeing him, then turned quietly and 
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"He talked to me a little about Garro¬ 
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won't* talk about whatever it is. He looked 
exhausted and had a headache, so I convince 

him to eat something, and 1 s ** pp ®.. “ a 
sedative with his brandy. He s taking a 
nap now, but he isn't sleeping well. I 11 
keep trying to find out what's eating him, 
Spock. But can't you do something to hel^ 
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wrong with the 


"I would be risking 
tried any harder,^Doctor 
when he wakes up- 
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What 




He 


McCoy ^ r Ked^about°Garrovick". 

Sell, he's disturbed about u ne he 

eels betrayed, *'^ ueS j[ m has always 

nought respected ^®' ch a ris ma, I guess you 

•lied heavily on inspire loyalty 

puld says his crew, and influence 

,d even love in_his ere The on i y 


McCov sighed heavily. "Try to con- 
vmce him that n T e ll him I won't 

D ° a £ r ^ack on the' Bridge if he doesnM 

al i°and 1 sleep properly. Try again to get 

Tim to d talk! P Whet else can 1 *» 7 - 


V V 1 

i oh . 

* •»*!, ne 4 S 



heavily- 
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"Thank you, Doctor, i W1SI x 


eryone he kl } ow ^.^ he relies on that 

sadvantage is th it i S withdrawn— 

,ve, and suffers when ^ fol his cre w 



fear to consol his crew 
seldom uses fe *£ , s do » 
the other captains 
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"Why then will ^a noctor, he i 


to 


call 


nents. 
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night 


a adequately' k to me, nor.-- 

g He will not speak to^ ^ oufc of 
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fhan i thought," 

more serious than r now ?" 

sounds mor ubiedi „ where is h 


Spock waited £ ° r ^evening 6 .^^®" wonder ‘ 

some misgivings, unti e g s f U l assassina- 

ing about another . mo concetned enough to 
tion attempt, he Kirk’s whereabouts. 

1 McCoy to chec ^ a d Kirk 

up discovered that M ^ Kirk had been 

^crrletlY watched, and that * hours . 

° b !"oS“°. n . ts.“ «■“ sr 

By this tim ?' ut P to break, enable ° tl y 

thing was about e ^ readi he sat si ^ ^ 
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SiSi-Ti *— 

with tension ana 
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night 
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out oi . r a towel 

As ne na ked except i° 

and _ vnim. 
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shower 


open » uu 

walked 



. i n me for dinner 

"I’ll urge M. To « - 

and try to geu 
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to „el and tossed it asi(J 
A tft®’ 4 rt cil el y» a 9reen flush 

rfP 6 $ to0ti dV» aS Kirk looked at hinv S F^ ea <H n < 

!^V» b °vi°lent possessiveness. w ”^h a 

ross the face, pushed him® 3 

11/? h 3 * 1 '- into it. WraDoir,™ ,? bo 
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K liaL nd d ° wn into Wra PPing -* to 

C led a f Q ne hand painfully in - 
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to °" “Siting downor^ 3 ^’ in- *3"' 

^sttd coppery blood. 

> t |n* Spook? Have you ever been dr ? 3 * 3 <C 6 ' h ^' 

’ ClC llected your education as 

,ay» h ^ 1a h onto the bed. "i ahni1 i, anJ ln th e * me o ut 


S the mo VM 

tu^ h*^» *o£* e ab * 3 nt the 

o t > av a * b 0 ha l£ b° po ttt *d ana 

. *ouia v to » Ki b ? 3 »ide 4t down S61 ‘ 

Hi Un *? 3 *£S«> ?hn k *? 


,ped? ha ir, ana 01 

■oO cK farted your education 

% n^ 1 ® released Spock’s ! 

.ptiy- fiat onto the bed. 
Id hlW ,L, and chain you 
! v° u ' y® a r release you.” 


And 


y° never rexea&e yyu. ms eyes 

tim e ^rk’s erect, green-flushed p en i* 

° n i!ughed derisively, “You’d likfthlt 

^ v was choked with anger and 
'Ck ... but he could n 


ae finish ^ 6 ^ 
,pt1 ^ & the 

anoth in bho C 6 4 ^ o« t 

5°*3tiu 

to h « «S4^ looitnfa te3 h »sa 
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k was choked with anger and haiH^s 

sp ° Ck with shame, but he could not bhe lin 3 o£ r ® s sea his f a :! V -^^ the a his 

rab 1 ® ” wanted Kirk at any cost. Pointed eartios Ups ’ "ingea Ueh’ foUow 

that he he raurmut 4 • "I’ U J', ^; bro -s, an 

unfastened the wide, thick leather ’retfuiiv. verj ® uc 

KirK round his waist, and ran it 
from a ds consideringly, then strip- 

^ u rest of his clothes hurriedly, 

’f £ th » T urn over!" 

•ingr 

. _hed as Spock complied and lay 
He wat Kirk allowed the belt to 

Waitl SDOck's buttocks. Spock could 


understand 


You tried to escape \ ° W 3o to « 

even before 1 wen? footed something 

Don’t try to de?v i? ^ he ship ' s re «^s 

stwork ubLw ’ Planetary compu- 


complied and lay t e? networkaut" 7 i t- The P la “tar? e ???pul 

owed the belt to attested purch?^ 1 ?^ 1 ? tefUSed your 

The belt flicked it was recorded on tape. My credit was toe 

not enough even low. That damned harp I bought for you, 


• +. i na . Kir* a-L-Lwwt^ 
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°ress a shudder. The belt f licked it was’SSrSd « ^ S?S£i 5Tt» 

i i ahtly again, not enough even low. That damned harp I bought for you, 

Lin J-iy * m oaned softly. He managed remember? ironic, isn't it? I was a fool 

ig, y e . co ntrol of himself to turn to trust you." He ignored Spock's attempted 

a in enougn n W . ? are y OU doing interruption, and continued. 

»d and as , o*?" At those words, 

what have I done. "Darvat will be delighted to get you; 

. came down hard ^ cr ° s lv for he’ll put you to good use. A few crewmen 

t .? a ?L PS . He waited tensely for in ?erested in you, too. Since you ,ee« 

be dissatisfied with being »V slave I 
could loan you out to interests 
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pillow, Spock thougnu taicen 
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SP w r le a dOV, *I no 

< 6 d nV s to pis K 


,ldi^ l Ki tX 


££OZ eTl 


s voice ^ a ^ eP iy- 

^r,nirl not r 




II J 

e . i « nt „Y° u now! " he 

Env^ Kirk , s 

^Ss^^-'sSH®- S^PSijcSS?^ 

“” ■“ s, s «i;£vss.. ^!4‘2isiS‘aus«s uis»„„ 

Ktf i. 



pleasure and °^ ion > and caunh? y iola nce 

tried It 3 to D P v" of the rlul^^t^en the 

hardly noticld^ lm B, t0 p “ sh h l“ awav SSe |' Kir h 

brain flowed like S a in Was awas h with°f*? 
i J? led to strike out »f J Un 8 corona 

his throat. Tra » at hlra ' then rearti l k 
the bed, Spock^ P ?t " 9 his arma firmtv !n for 

fllrf 5 P ect oral muscles and n * ppin< ? the 

flesh around the navli and d 19ht rise of 

isrss;- by ««■: 

rose~flushed S cook? Ki^^finall hatd ' 

drew his hands up under the nSt j lm ‘ s P°ck 

squeezing rhythmically a?“he' sucked 1 ” 
^int nf SenSed that Kirk ”* s almost at the 

fliDDed h?m return ' J}® stopped sucking, and 

tn f J be ? Ut ful ass thoroughly, hungrily, he 
s uddeiily sunk his teeth into one perfect 

globe, simultaneously burying two fingers 

into the tight richness within Kirk. 


wi *hi n Kirk.«* Ck a gair* . s Po ck v it ^ 

- t-ne rosegbld’th^ K irK ' s let S ? ing ^andi^i ! 8 

f Sr • I n r act "°"' a nd e 2 d u aad Violence ^^ 

ed 1 1 stoo P ht" ° f the ^ough^^tween the au ^ing Uin %%'*«»> v al «^ ht, 

d ,ly noticed? Hf? 0 .g ash hi "> a wa y S8e |' «rk 9ain about to^® 


"No I 


No! 


Let me go, Spock, I order 
you!" Kirk again struggled to get free. 

A stinging slap on one tender, already- 
bitten cheek stopped him momentarily, 
gasping in pained surprise. A hard hand 
stroked up his back, pushing down on his 
shoulders, holding him steady, as the two 
probing fingers sought out and found the 
tender gland within him, pressing merci- 



As Kirk again began to an ^. Vl 

respond, the fingers were suddenly with- 

drawn. The hot fci P °f ® 

immediately replaced them, bar jr P fcchy( 

trating the tight mu s<ple , ed re ii e f. 

pulsating pressure w ^ h . htening of his 

Se? the^eneontrollable 



ure, and zsten ^ spock's 

mentary loosening i !! s ide him, easing the 

gan still. deeper inside hi e , hat> 

Chy 'led n fiSly aSinst Spock's strength 

''-" himself! but he was held fast. 

pA | •• Hg 

"SPOCK! ST ? P! nt icallyf but received 
i at Spock frantically* 



response. 

. hands flowed un ^ K caressing 

Spock s han eadin g hxm. c 

ing invulnerable stomach, thigh 

softly vulner _ rk to s tro 


soiled ina his c° ck b® 

tals, the sensitive 

alizingly over t 


256 



enormity 




bareness ^ 

; th e wide 


"Don ,J 

Spock 



his lips and 
of helpless, 
stop nowl* 


timeless pause, Kirk lick*,* 
repeated hoarsely, in 

breathless fascination, 


Spock was beyond speech. Holdina 
eyes with his, he pushed forward aqain S 
watching his face contort in pain as the 
head of Spock’s organ penetrated him. He 
immediately withdrew again, double ridqes 
rippling past the tightly grasping muscular 
rim. Kirk tried to writhe away then, and 
cried out a refusal, but Spock neither knew 
nor cared what he meant. He pushed forward 
abruptly, catching the widest part of the 
flaring ridges just inside Kirk. Balancing 
himself on one hand, he pinched and rolled 
Kirk's nipples mercilessly, then ran his 
hand hard over Kirk's ribs and stomach, 
and down to his cock, beginning to soften 
now because of the insistent pain. While 
Kirk groaned in discomfort, he insistently 
rubbed and stroked Kirk 1 s cock until he was 


at 


into one 


■^■■■■mimbegan 

forward, sinking his 

anainst his 


sound of Kirk gasping out ni» 

wnthina on Spocs 5 


-- ; _„t .r.rv - body 

flesh, 


\hP feeling of power, P°^ enc ® 

SJS&,%SS spock - 

wanted to stop. ^ 


He 

[i thrust he sank \ 

his penis svel 

nd the double ridges fW* 
tie more, and th not let bin 

tie further, but he w n 

Several times h s lov.ea 

pain and fc t s top thrusting. but 

but would n urina himself_y.rk's 

for his cock. 





E5.*33*r-£^s 

last.* sin ^9 owed himself atdS( he 



shuddering orgasm 


















*5 ling himself to st*\, 
for a he i 0ok 

iP ? 1 fervent, hungry face, 
r k '*.»h heave in his glis,...,. 


° f thB 


/.t* 4 CO'* 


*ith k- 
but *y&fc • 

a 9aiii 111 Got *L fe - 

ae pl ^; 

»■ ie ten u Kirv lr ‘S h-i 

*' cun! 14 * 


' an It 

(sr b*9 aP cx# ** 

^A» hC le n triad -- 

hi* ** A . and Kirk writhed 


S b**i£ rk 

Calli ^«. U 4 a r ^s ? 
11**.. *•»*. ®* *« 


or, ** . 

° r 9 ar >'s^ 0 i le n a S J , e yeB „ 

s Poo k he «'= 9Ut : 

4. z 

fJt 

i ■ 1 ani no+ 

u yet 


Lit, a 


ih* 






* j 


re/pain 


around 


c "®01 w 

fe ck ■ ana - * 


c 




i^\>usbi D * fla in reached for his own 
st/.fv who ^evented from touching it. 

U* iTl p 

sAonlV bent forward, bendinc 

Spec* sU and sUPPi^^harms 

>r L io. a <_ e pulled Kirk on his 

impaled 


from the combined 

i* w —ncal-ion 


i»F' oftJ-i -cite sensouxv*. w - ***« wwv-js. 
aflt e*J? A :I the hirsute roughness of 

^ 39 ain ® h Spock held him there, 

23 SSi«s on s ■ 

Sf^na V • <= lips a 


• hut"I^ irk _ 

S au 9ht an?^?^ OB 

0 | 1 * w ki . 

* hina *• 

* irk cKch gf? a I 

to ok Kirk’* __ 

casing his t S BOQtil ir 

Ssw^KiS. 

t-o hold bctb 


Al 




: _ 

I ■.* kTT* qla^ 




_ #w eT A 


P\V S %-ionle sS 

Sf£„g ^trk-s lips and ears, 

ji^ped K * r _„ within them. 1 

v s Lht— 


e “ e „ k t his legs and began 
ned t he bed. He released h 


•A. lio f CIS 

thrusting 
Then he 



them. As he 
the “ 


rk 1 s f ace - t~ 
brushi--~ ? ly 

, o^er his 


v> «. 



rant 





t fro« a f°^ n teeth, licking and sucking, 
J^le ^Immobile. Kirk moaned in 

fSW* "w frustration. He was soon 

sure an ^ ;, rae a into position, sitting 
i« sed f ^ock? whose penis was still 

Zd$ deep -^hin hi ut he liftwJ 

it bi» expe the impression he might try 

1 gi vin9 iron hands closed bruising- 

to escape, thighs- 

iv bard on his tn g 

^ himself down again on the 
Kif 6 *v wincing in pain, and began 
eB90r?e slowly, rotating his hiP s - Sp°c 

remained unmoving - « cockf neither was 

iirJc to touch his _ aa i ns t Spock s body 
Kirk able to rub 1 9 ^own at Spock, 

in this position. ®J*"“ 9 -a-v leaned bac 
lurt clouding his vision. 


Slowly loSLT ^ ^ le 

tenmg cock, still dLp “ 
sojourn in Kirk’s bodvi 



aowu «w % v 

uus r - . _ Kirk leaned back 

it clouding his vis^ Q ^ e knee, writtl ^ 9 
his arras and ra J s t he unmoving 


; within nim, 

prostate gland, _ 

Spock to reciprocate. hi co ck 
:ed Spock to touch his^c 

lusted, he leaned knee to the 

ting his weight from . fting and 
•r, gyrating his hl P?' llv feeli n 9 
ring his body ^ ran ^ C __only to rece 

live climax a PP£ 0 ^ c ^k~with inten ^uing 

n. Spock watche ^^ Pleasure, s ^ 1 

carefully controlled P when Kir 

urge to thrust upward, o h his 

ziedly reached ^ orW ^ r h; , r< i withi n 
les, his cock surged u tter aban 

wing his head back with ut 


--uc±ied ti 

i it ; S ana entered his mcath s^owl 
Spock felt Kirk's surrender as his cock 
tiHa^ Kirk's mouth, pushing his ^aws w 
apart. He pulled out again until only 
tip of his cock lay within Kirk's lips. 

"Lick me. Bathe me with your tongue 
Spock murmured, his hand behind Kirk's he 

urging. 

Kirk’s tongue reached out to be 
underside of his cock, and scr 
the flaring ridges, licking Spe»* 

Then his lips slid down to Spock 
drawing them into his mouth, la . 
thoroughly with his tongue. 

... • soock settled back and 

•Suck me ,,!^ d ms cock, moving 

watched as ^filing with kb » 

back an 0 enco uraged Kirk t- ei 3 iiowicc 

and UP. • had no kirk's 


.w 


climax 


"SSLS s-* ““ 


Spock ^ elL2 


begg e ^' epock. 

self for u «„ in one b 

entered br tisS ues- 


Aeei n0 * f - Kirk 

• a f ts he c ^ sition !; hltt ' 

* _tbeless n spock 

He ^tftust. br . eB flhW 

* har He continnf ^ven- long 


edoubled his e IIUJ -'" - " last' 

„ at l 0 " 5 , that 

hen his fulfill® 6 ^ g^unexpe ^ 6 crea"> ed 
lief was so .udden, atfD .t 


m asS£ -" n t 
a ina zeinen 


it 


carae 


K.ld R irX ; spe® d 
gpock h t0 pic ! 1 u 


i *ss - ith ^im^ 

• rk i** m 

i rX " Boeed- 


lef was so suuw»... *" a i»ost 

more pain than P 1 ® <j that he 

- shuddering s° hard ..^d his c 


as he 


peg an 


> the bed 




umed 



. 4 -hat the sore 

... both hand and burning se ?' ci 

fast «rt h botn ^ in oredible the tM o l° cl 

ness gave V and sprea £ burn ing 9 l0 ”, 
to fiH his entrr touching^ cata - 

overfl° we ^ be tween them 1 „- ar iy lost con 



one arrn 


lumped 


X 5 A 

over niiuf **-- , he gradually -- pulimy 

S S/Sf' SSA*3£»S 1 5 

s.s'ss.: a 

red blood. ® h/ so he lay ° * held him 

beneath his his arms, an u 

gathered Kirr up softly# Are Y 

tenderly# whispering 

right, Ji"> ? flicking 

Kirk • s eyes °P^ e ^ t a S pock? then he 

an unreadable look up a £, s P neck . His arms 

buried his face m P . bi m e ven closer, 
slid around Spock, ° _i eep Before allowing 
in an instant he was odk fe lt obliged to analyze 

himself to sleep, Celling up inside him. 
the unknown emotio it was joy, he de “ 

Illogical, perhaps, but t^ ^ He b ush ed 

cided: Kirk had ?°£.g f or ehead. Spock found 
£ e S °fs 5S S dismiss^all concern about his 

. and sleep deeply. 


pulli n 9 




I„ the last weeks before^thei^^^ 

permission for a a f al Kirk had to get various 

fleet in anticipation of his PM ^ ^ 

he worked almost all daY * preoccupied. 

actually working, he * as f v “' run, 

Sr 

the wo?k load off Kirk as he could, also 
working all day. He was glad of fc he ^1P°r 
tunity to work, but he would have J- lke ^ * 
chance to talk to Kirk. When evening came, 

Kirk would have his supper m the cab , 
alone with Spock, but he was tired and 
showed no inclination to talk seriously. 

Sometimes he would play some fav ° r i; te . 
of his, and sometimes he spoke of Earth, but 

always lightly, reminiscing and telling 
amusing anecdotes. 


After dinner, he would take off his 
clothes, stretch, and do a few mild exercises 
to soothe his cramped muscles. He would cast 
a covert smile at Spock from time to time, 
or perhaps a remark of veiled challenge. He 
would touch Spock, then draw away as though 
he didn't want Spock to touch him. But then, 
he would pull Spock into the shower with him, 
caressing liquid soap over his body, and 

Spock would reciprocate until they were both 
aroused. 


At first confused by Kirk's actions, 
Spock began to understand by the second 
evening that this was indeed a challenge; 
Kirk was tantalizing him, teasing him with 
his body. He took up the challenge the 
next evening. When Kirk was taking off his 
clothes, he moved silently up to him. 


- r 

hard agamit m*, and taking 
Kirk's b ° d Y a demanding kiss. Then he 
h is moutn ii int erestedly, and coldly 

released nim Kirk said nothing, but hi 

talked awa J* v bright in anticipation. 

eyes remaining clothes off, cons 


8 


*al*ea v bright in anticipation. 

rS. remaining clothes off, consci ovl8 

? ul i ed eyes on his body and his swel Un 

D f Spock s few exercises, but Spock 

away, feigning indifference. 


sock. 

Looked away, 


After their shower together, Spock 
Att __^ nretend a lack of inter 


Spock 


rhe y wer ®^°puiied him to the bed, then 
pushed him d °™ sture from Kirk's still- 

licking tn wr ithed and struggled against 

damp b ° dy , d to wrestle Kirk into submission 

him ' H L rould kneel between Kirk's legs, 
before he and e nter him in one quick 

raise tne ™. £ continued to struggle, almost 
thrust. * d i S iodge Spock from his damp, 
managing to un til Spock leaned all the 

slip ? e 2„rd 7 trapping Kirk's doubled legs 
way forward trapp v His cock slu 

between both their Kirk . 8 body . He 

irr rmfrk's Ups in a savage kiss, then 

iS'Jnt. »5. •«; ■' " 1U h * v ' 

you cannot escape me. 


avage kiss, men 

I will have you now* 
You are very beauti- 

tl 





B l,..and you are mine. 

Kirk looked up at him with enormous 
filled with swirling green gold motes, 
in wordless, insincere negation— 

:favld anticipation --as Spock began to 

)U nd into him relentlessly. 

m - layed this game on numerous . 

Soock sometimes taking Kirk on 

th. floor. So., tn. d„t. or In tn. 

Sl-Jid shower. Spook, although noto„- 

SS‘S.l2U: t SS2.S5 : ".noiaa-rijdi,. 

adding imaginative variations on each 
occasion. He learned how to excite Kirk 
verbally, and proved to be a t^e^s, 
inventive lover, spurred on not only by 
his fear that he would lose Kirk, but 
also by the almost guilty satisfaction he 
gained from the pretended domination. 

As they drew ever nearer to Earth, 

Kirk became more and more exhausted from 
trying to catch up with and finish all his 
last minute duties. Some nights he woul 
smile tiredly, put his arms around Spock, 
his head on Spock*s shoulder, and say 
regretfully, "No games tonight, Spock. I m 
just too tired." And Spock, understanding 

what he needed, would help him to bed, 
soothe his headaches and cramped muscles, 

Vw-\1 rl him pnmfnrt 1 i nrrl v - and help him sleep* 


Spock again urged that he be allowed o 
talk to Garrovick, and convinced Kirk that 
for the sake of Garrovick, and also Kirk s 
future safety, the truth should be discov¬ 
ered, if possible. One morning, they went 
to the brig together. Kirk dismissed the 
guards in the outer room, but insisted on 
remaining there himself, out of sight. 

Spock entered Garrovick*s cell alone. 


"Lieutenant, I believe I may be able 
to prove your innocence, if you will co¬ 
operate with me." 


260 
















I a A ^ '-ne Capta i ^ i 

If saw nve I Garrovick spoke 

ri ngly 

^sP* 1 



had 


« but I believe that you were 
* ve do so against your will. If 
4 t0 „ I can find out if your min 


3$-? e 


jjqW w "’ 1 hut with a glimmer 





e< 3 some- 
°f hope. 


n*»e 


feai^ 

oeople are f ble use a technique 

-Ky hypnosis, but more useful. 

t ry, it will not harm you at 

- let IU _ ___ n +■’ savp vnn ana __ 


“■SiUkVtei^'v 11 ».™.d in 

, , re his sncrN- . P°ck qavc as t:L nie to 
the meetina ? lc ions werp. k ° ne ^ as t look 

gently „itL lth the SWf^ 9innin g t ® 

duu^tew £rom G lr r oinU ff t=iel--a na 

unnecessary angu^*^ 


; n • -some- 

innocent crewman 


, f Z»d 1 ^erable'distress. The 

l i e t con ®cerned about what will 
iso c ° nC T T 11 touc 


to leave. tiredly as Sr 

to kin\tr,tndee d innoc e !T* t ai .! co Y« 



e distress. Tne Captain 
about what will happen to 
I will touch your face 

i \r necessary for von 


y y X ” ^ - J ~~ 

Hay * it only necessary for 

Jd not^to resist. Tb— 


findin* Une t ' a Ptain. 1 U x°wt I i^ ° f any in tint 

he can for you/ it ™ do w hatever 

could sleen •• Quid be best now if 


you 
is 


he best now if you 


^ftofear 


tbih9 


r ieutenant gulped nervously, but 
fbe L f le manner and deep, soothing 
* s gentx ffect on him. He closed his 

$ ire ha d , a nd tried to relax, but at the 

- lC ' t ightiy and | ingers ^ his face _ he 

rf> of & s p° ke soft i y A calrnly : " My 

fto f^ e m inf ami liar, but soothing 

ceiv f d cnock 1 s mind in his. He gradually 

ci *. o£ Tf be reassured int~ ..— 


he had P discoveted d whil Ki ^h and WcC ° Y what 

in Kirk's cabin -n^ th f. Y si PP ed brand 

Bloch, sir?” you know a Commodoi 


hile they sipped brandy 
Do you know a Commodore 


Hmmm 


mmum. 

know him very 



, I 
well. 


believe so. But I don't 

MVse.O tl 


Why? " 



He may be involved in the murder attempt. 
During Lt. Garrovick's last leave on Earth, 

W3S Pal 1 Dr) i n+*rk nl ^ -u I — ^rr 2 


Commodore 



- ^ ~c he reassuicu - ----=» 

biiiselt oe was then urged lnto 

'X the ou-h of the day of his 

‘aStion attempt, step by step. 




step oy seep. Spock 

^“““thoughts, plainly observing the 

between his normal ^' iv duties, and 

ttempted 


UVJ LJ.UU UUU WlieiC lit: WUUiU 

few days. It is possible that he 
followed, drugged with a capsule-gun 
and taken to an illegal mind-probe, 
was programmed to kill you." 


uaxxjf — — — • — 

There was no logical 
It was as though he had 

_ . i_ j-^,'1/3 +- r\ fnr- 


bsen 



2 ll ' r . a ii it wao -- 

ection at • . then told to for- 

programmed to programming. 

the circumstances t | impri nt 

programmer ect > s memory. Spock won 

aered-hat had activat Q ^ fol iowed 

gracing, his o , ht to its origin, 

aiscovering that the pi k of Ea rth 

n.ce was within a tew we 


"Let's see what we can find out about 
this Bloch." Kirk consulted his computer 
terminal, but the flat, sexless voice told 

them remarkably little. 


"What we need to know 
he belongs to, who his ^" 

ft «• I _ ^ ^ M ^ 1 1 V 



which faction 


said impatiently. 


friends are," McCoy 



He also made 


"Factions?" asked Spock 

sigh, and thought. The 
and its government, the les 


with an inward 
I hear of Earth 

A m. _ ■ _ 


sense it makes. 


had 


sure 


activated the programming. “^Ivited, 
that the programming was inac 


McCoy ^^^licie^woul^be to which 
depends on what P°licie* 3 to one faction, 

cartel's benefit. Some oeiu 0ne 


"It all 


so that Garrovick 

danger to Kirk. 


beer. 


On the theory 
tampered with 


Sarth, Spock 


few 



of innocent merrymaking—and rne 

wuntably blank space of half a 


with 


f an 
several 


an 


and the unac 



There 


finding 


been 


r " u*a force 

the memories naa inva sion 


-hat had occurred then; the memoris® ^ 
lestroyed, wiped clean from his nu n<d - 


Though Spock 



3 of psychomodification 

hat no 


he was cer 


cartel's benefit:. to an other. 

other corporations 1bel <3^ what 's left of 
major faction wants to f buUding up Starfleet 
Earth's resources in , have visions or 

?nto an invasion force; they na^^ by them 

£ ^ u e r r si al S£2^>* 

forefaround the ^ner system, everyt hing 
invasion. ^S^lsolute 

’ -a er starfl-t wants v 


no natural 
hiatus in G 


caused this 


mind* 


It was 


own l lbt f c0 urse. ^vions—f rom anY 

control, of £rom bot h faC ^ don't believe 
independence tference . Tny^ Betvie en 
^nvernment • threat is, __ ,,„ dP raround 



the 


^°^gh the 
been 


°hher8 


n ripped apart, some de 

left there unconnected, 

dArirtl ■« A i nrr +"D 


arrymg tne 
some destroyed, 

their tx 


j inc 


• n ds dangling, 

irrovick** 


^tr, 


^vxcix'8 memories 

^ttight hfil A enm 


the P© r 


cuo factio 110 ' - . seems ao *- 

the major hat sometime The 

war id°tear°the government ap ^represents 

could b nirectors, e £ their time 

p re s idium sDend most o 





the 


mind 


emitted 


names 

*hyone h 


friends 


o U1 UUiUiaxw, -- . 

he had seen, any pl aC 


Presidi uro u , sp end most nq them- 

:^ss«s5 

selves, try, v 3 









■live 




Wh •o- x.cr *• 

«ISad? na - ^Ping ?2 U Senii?2 •*>», 


ri 9ht 



to 






with 





Pow^r, 1 roo thatn ^ h ®y e al! eSm to «9ree 
k it: d f0r ^ e ®°° t Th And “*"re"SuDD We *" cn ' 

day t- ^ 8 ba S-; a ^ ~TSS 2 

for V r m that - Bones I- 
ay to "We contacteS USed 

them we'd ted Star- 

borrow n < * rri ving 

°900 the P fo?\ to Atimirli^oa 1 ^® 

Allowing morning " lnl,S 

- a W ° Uld Uke *> accompany you ._ 

a U Romulan? n ’£ t 9 ° 

you." Wou ld 





' -*• m sorry 

y ou look liir 




us for 




this time 


# I 

on your 



e 



there will be 

and they mav another 

ey ma y succepH 


-»VJUD1 QC J , 

could takf POck 

don *t knoS 


how 




*'1I have ; r •• v «r»l 'd^ y w «nt ^ , 

Earth,. Som ehow. Would ? ke You Li_N» 


'*•* HI 

Earth? 


- - AXk e 4. 

T "I have *i ••• 

1 Want to go *£?** wanted to 

* With yo u .« Q to 8ee ^ 

some of to show v^, « 


9 ^^ 0 Ug # T-f 0 

1 Romulan• ! ° meone cauaht“^ it ’® 

• SaYbl°S c ^ ht 9e? h U^* Ih.^' 

s$> 

.Vi; *» 

Spock shuddered 

-y. ' not entirely 

grinned. • 


“ ?“ ln 9 to make lure that^” 0 ®' S P° ck - I 
Scotty beam Mr? Garrlv!^ and 9 ° in9 to ha ^ • 

his father's house f and me do «n to 

headquarters, i think h»-n w Ct far from 

and will be able to „f, a cour tmartial, 

information—I'd likf > s som ? hel Pful 
to kill me, and why in theV* 10 ’ 8 trying 

“ * 1 s* r to “srs; 

know that I you , two and Scotty will 

v? at 1 i ef t the night before, and they 

won t be expecting me to arrive in an aircar. 

i ii land on the roofport and take the stairs 
to the Admiral's office, which is on the top 
floor. Even if they see me they won't have 
time to do anything about it before I arrive.” 

"What is to prevent them from attacking 
you when you leave?" 



r«u, except maybe in ZT *: So » no cit . 

1 have a cabin in the li aircar tour ea 
we can spend chrmi mou ntains i n m 

beautiful at this ^?me le ? Ve thet «- it'^ vada - 
sIm n Vi8it my old home in Iowa* • we *In 

know about you. H is wift and ” ant him to 

in a Romulan attack. He's still" « te 

it; he wouldn't understand.' U a££e °ted by 
of Spock' schist 6 1Y ' I £ r somt thinq £ T™* Plane! 

li l A\ I,V ® 9iV ®" toTcCoy.^H^il'^ 

trust?" y ° U * Th ® re ’ s no ona olse^l cl* 



That is not 



primary concern." 


"I know. 


Spock, these last few weeks 
have been...'" Kirk paused, trying to find 

the right words, "very, very good. I wish it 

could be like this forever. I don't know how 

to put this, but...has it been...good for you 

Do you still want to leave?" 


"The Admiral. I'll simply tell him what 
is going on. Once he makes it clear that I 
am under his protection, probably with a few 
of his private guards, I doubt that there 
will be any trouble with assassins, especially 
not in broad daylight. That would lead to 
open warfare between the corporations, and 

would profit no one, 



II 


"You seem pretty certain that you are 
getting that promotion, Jim." 


"I don't think that the Chief of sQon it WO uld be '^tnother Sa-aa or 

* onn %v. s *:..ei ''*"* 1 »*' * ,ai ” 

"Well t then, congratulations, • ' ■ 

1 I • 


I won't let 


"I do not want to leave you." 

"I've grown very...fond of you, Spock. 
Can you forgive me for hurting you? I don't 
want to cause you pain. I've even considered 
letting you go, letting you return to Vulcan, 

but—oh, Godl— I can’t do itl 

you go I Neveri" 

Spock returned the pressure^ Kirk's^ 

arms, the intensity of h p it q iving him- 

it was sincere, and return g i ^ 9 a ing hou 

to Kirk unreservedly. And wona v , 

ft i jjg Ua^/mtd Kl 


self 


king 


Uhura. 



is only you X want 


It 


body to Spock 


When 
other’s arms, 


Kirk P resse “ ‘ f arousal 
ately, in an agony of a 
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anther for a little while. I'm 
n ight tog so much . Oh, Spock-■ 

( to ** „sed, not kn 


knowing 

me, Spock. 

■ The ie i! k e'xove to me! Now! I want to 

fl'X »el ^ ng inside me again. 

P c , vou m° vlny 

.el * . _ __~ t.ri 1 lino fc 


iU 11,0 

onlv too willing to oblige, 
epock waS fTent le love to Kirk half the 
L s l°*' ? he W as not actively engaged 
ie Hr and v/hen ® hig love-limp body in 
lining Kirk -na him tenderly, stroking his 

" 1 S"'. kiSS He 9 finaUy ^ht 

hatr. m ^ ning , in spite of his inten- 

• le f other" 136 * 

cl ° , „ c - 1100 When Kirk’s teasing 

It « aS a J" him to full wakefulness. He 
, rs br°u9 ht ,, thev were both drained by 

£ ‘Hid have th °^£t’s intense lovemaking, but 

!he pr evi °nful touch played on his nerves 
cie Js skil lful th ar oused again. Then 
sir • i they " el ? e d by making slow, delicious 

to S£ C *-ng hi£ like a fine musical 
trohes- f^til his whole body sang in 
nstruoent, movement inside him. 


was awhile 

: out of bed. 


wanted 


.. 1a c u iu was locking the Vengeance, 

orbit, Kirk was hastily collecting 
iato Ear * rrov i c k, and heading for the 
Scott * na G Sc ott fed in the coordi- 

“f^shSinq his head at the unauthorized 
r^iweH tol^ck just before the mist 

of co Iden sparkles took him, depositing hi 
il the smallgarden of Commodore Garrovick s 

house at dusk. Kirk took a deep breath of 
the air of his home planet, taking care to 
check around him quickly to make sure no one 
had noticed their arrival, before he allowe 
his attention to be caught by the beautiful, 
deep cobalt blue of the sky, shading lighter 
at the horizon, the sweet smell of the 
-lovers of early summer, the songs of 
crickets and sleepy birds, the gentle breeze, 
and noist, caressing his face. "Spock 
have liked this," he mused silently, 

* only i could have brought him." 

< ;r a ?Irk an< * Garrovick both sighed deeply 
;: rs i Cc ^ e V t * then headed toward the Commo- 
the CceS* k° us e. Kirk was very glad that 

wo the usM 0 ^ e w ?referred accommodations 

** saw that was relieved whei 

the Commodore appeared to be 

^red 


•Bob! 


Jim! 


The 




—^teo tK How are you?" 

jovially, throwing 

11 S Cr\r> t « _»_. , 3 


Commo 

his 

and 




fewTg. 


Kirk 


. - ccsai na dld fl L anyone to 

oo, t have some serious 


hope 


St4tf ^ k ^ 6 ^Petvork 


nothing 


up 


wait. My houaokeepmr loft a tray 
wichoB and aalad tor mo tonight. 

about to have some. Como join mo 
talk." 


of sand- 
I wan 
and wo '11 


They sat down together, each with a 
plate of food, on comfortable chair b 
arranged around a fireplace, the burning 
wood taking the damp chill from the air. 


son?" 


"And how is life aboard the Vengeance, 


"Dad, I...tried to kill the Captain," 
the Lieutenant blurted out. 

Kirk hastened to explain the situation, 
assuring the Commodore that his son would 
not be prosecuted. When the Lieutenant 
finished his part of the story, he looked 
exhausted and somewhat distraught, so the 
Commodore walked upstairs with him, arm 
around his shoulders comfortingly, gave 
him a sedative, and settled him into the 
spare bedroom, then returned to Kirk. 


"Captain, 
what you did. 
return?" 


I'm extremely grateful for 
What can I do for you in 


I have 


"I need your help, Commodore, 
to know who is trying to kill me, and why. 

1 need some protection until my meeting 
with Admiral Rossini tomorrow morning. And 
^0 have to find out where the mind—probe 
that is the cause of your son's murder 
attempt is located. Do you know a Commo¬ 
dore Bloch?" 


It will 
We can't 


"My God! A mind-probe here? 
have to be located and destroyed, 
afford to have open warfare between *-**<= 

If the other factions find 

that one of them has been using such 

there will be Hell to pay!.... 
is my son all right now? No further danger 

to you?" 

, Commodore. A very talented friend 

of mine made sure of that. I hav ® no ob 3 ec ~ 
tion to him resuming duty on the 
unless he feels he must transfer. 


"I'm grateful. 


can 



to help you. Whoever is responsible for th 
is also an enemy of mine, or they would not 
have chosen Bob for their dirty work. 

I'm on the base most of the time now, and 
involved in Starfleet politics, I hear m °st 
of the rumors and sub rosa information. And 
I think I know who is involved with this. 

The strongest faction now is the one having 
the effrontery to call itself the 'Peace Part,. 
He named a number of Directors and Starfleet 

, including Bloch. "They obviously 

want to discredit me, and make sure that 
1 -heir own choice for Fleet Captain is appoint- 
ed? but I can’t say which of these people 

might be directly re- 
blems—nor for my son's. 



it really matters. 



And I don't th 
The important thing 

that psychomodifier with¬ 
out advertising its presence. Can you imagine 
what it would be like here if every faction, 
every corporation, had its own mind—probe, and 
used it on anyone they pleased to gain even 
more wealth and power?” 
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restoring the shaky balance 
again," Kirk said cynically 

lf TjJ a 11 TJ*. • • * . 


Ti _ , " exi ' isn ’t your problem anymore and gi^efS^ youtU**''* . **in q 

Fleet Captain we ever had. There’s a big P°«l b le, b “ be re^ <4c*\ 

it will be all you can^and 1 Tfo? awh°?e. *"* shouldn^ an f We «e ^V to 9 ?*" if 

Now, how about a few hours nap before that your shore leave" 1, i ln,e depa°l? s that m °fe 

meeting tomorrow?" Shunting aside Kirk's crewmen f or the Em- Y ° U wi U aL Vo ^ 

attempts to rJi<;on«« fho <? •» j* j #- . . lncln^A/i * , . e finternv.: _ A i 


wax, aim, it isn't your problem anymc 
It s your job to stay a live and be the best 
Fleet Captain we ever had . There's a bio 
surprise in store for you tomorrow, too, and 
Lt will be all you can handle for awhile 


iz win oe all you can handle for awhile 
Now, how about a few hours nap before that 

meeting tomorrow?" Shunting aside Kirk's ror the Enf‘ wu w Hl afi-' rvJU 

he found him a blanket and indicated a comfor- Unf,°rtunately m^T^^for W ® have 
table sofa. He handed Kirk a small comoutZ? to leav e Vet' w St of the£ y °Ur a* 

••a-—. «o4h;,s;jS^i< 


‘— ““ a ana indicated a comfor¬ 

table sofa. He handed Kirk a small computer- 

activator card. "My government aircar is on 

the other side of the house. Take it +-^ 

I'll leave after you in an airtaxi. ‘t 0 "™' 
chronometer is set to wake you up in niinf, 
of time. Goodnight, Jim !" P en ty 


* * 0 0 + onefing them on "the Variou s"mL put 

Kirk's trip to Starfleet base in the s “99est y ou s?uSy W v Ship ' s 

morning was uneventful Making k® , the * y y °ur s lm ? e t 

inconspicuous as possible, he walked^ a \ Kirk nodded n ® di 

to the Admiral's office whf-! e . short There " 0t t nusti„„ u . 


to 
to 

ttoSghtfS!?y^i; ,The'Xdml r ? h ^'P 6a th « 

•oone^if £*£ 2 fig^ Sfi?f 

your of fi =P r |?ible Q Vo« 


ri al 


-«rvxiiy nimself as 

he walked the short 

office where, as 
Fleet Ca 


iat^i 


y. 


expected, he was appointed FJeef ^ here ^ as didn't quite „If? re So «iany hi mse l5 

details of his command . baCk t0 dlSCUSS the group Of "the AdSi> a ?? b he 


« to 


And 


hologram 


beautiful silver-white c k- a ? mir = 

sea of stars. Two warn hlp . sail ^d 

on struts attached tr> P en 9ines wer 

hull. A saucer ro<?p° k cyl:Lnd ^ical 

er rose above that 


*” Rossini 
*• While 


member 


^-Lth 

"°w hi s 


® idnpa th 



men 


flamboyS' V"til 



hi 

chance to contact^is^^tiently c w 


its kind “aid W probfbly a f h tai ? 1 The first 
faction have anything ^* 16 last ' if the 

disagreed about what 9 +e S3y abou t it. 

wnat to name it." 

1__ . 



W # 

ucroSpi;"'; « ri »of 

® 'X S&vfc 1 *iS 


another wa*; 6 ^ 1115 cr ewmen f rn 
Admiral Ro®” 0 ? as sinpll f I” ° ne sh 


names 

like? wZ new sb ip. wm~k 

y°u choose. " mj -ffht as well let 


^ fc hT th “ ' 

w h L s i>and. iO °0n| 22*^? 

3 "'^ti c saf,f!! med to 


« At s -nd fflatt T e h r •• 

on both ships S Cf|; unles s the t a ' tUt no 

h o coufdr Kir| aCh °therl° U s| b ? USed in 
the yg ngean cl°"-f Cted the'selul?!" as 

~ ■ ^i 7 ?f^ nd -P u t him “5^ty Chi, 


, -—*.*00 Mr+T and put him i! CU 5 lfc y Ch 
down to Earth rt fh S ° f orewmen to C | ar9e 0 

th * then back UD ?u he beam 

gave Mr ct. ° the 


leap oiu- n his hand nn care iully a t ^i®£eris e n bac ^ up to bea 

a ver| U e t at him- a maje^i seemed to “^ynSh^^J^ ^ve M r. sl 0 t° , 

tant ? 0 ^the y h r ° Cket -Powe« d C " a K ilia g ship, I 38 ?' since ||| 9 ^ he transp ^^ 8 task 

to fightt P ; drive Shin f ! pace travel, tn de P a rtmeSfV° tif y th^L^^^ont mo, 

££i5S'" be br^Sf Ians '• • • °Ll^ first ™ ate tial s to | e °| 9 | nize a «V relorll* V3J 

Scathed. T he Enter. ®?««> spov.^ taken to the |f° rda ° r 


athed 


It 


- an 

first 


Admital sm 

v-- y ° U to be ^beam 


The Enter 


rS e Enter, 


ft 


, ’ 4 you to K , c a wav e w you'd 

K " v * **° 

■».* vo,,t 


the 


his Dercf ^ 6 bo Spock Ct> a new 5 n ip. 

tbey P ^° nai be ionging| h im to p 

the tran! P?°P er ly labeif? r hu ?' to see 



complicated^ room - 

beaming U d t Perati on. 

K..u- , y U P to 


that 


but he a “ p to the Enternf® 

c onununic| t S io tUl s itHKf S H that e ven. 

l h f, n an old f*i flying the 


si r . 


"r * About » 

Crew back U6SSed that 7 Crew - • . . » 

With tw^ou hav| e you would „ .. _ ..... 

25*2** y'luVlj 6 taS a .b unus'S y our old h "Hi 

this even i n g to^ of° rt don't" thou 9ht i' d f . . 

n? ‘ ^hen f nd teadv ? See th^+. v . aJce over n b V°u let ,, 01 f^nd yoi 

- th " SPLY £ 


walked i° d frien ° 

d ln a t 2300. 


here. 


"Hi, 


Jim» 


their ^ Ve 

r hew 


Sf r ie 

ou “■> w.t!3 Si'?. r . * 


“» c ontact ,K d ,or » 

c them agai 



in they don't 

,/V* * tih^ - v^ >v ’ 

u* 1 * |1*« » 

K , ^ 

^ Kx . Know he was exhausted, 

iw food* a tt'w drinks, a 
*7* *•*' * nt to either ship now, ho 

s*;l5 If h^ nci confusion would 

^1; the exeit^e— * 

£**£•1** * *** 


" v \r'V % VO <S SK'Ovt 





» 


t&V 


with Starfleet 



» fcrr . friendly place, 

—* *»Xaked* that specialized in 

_ ^sVc 5 Kirk. 


x «*■ 5 strong drinks# Kirk, 

s0ftU ; l y°# a large steak and 

1 beginning to feel 

i *^* ,s 5 w»^ spotted another 

of hr 5 




^ ^ oin us!- Kirk called. 

'"°Gary disappeared, and they 

, ^ ^ ^ *- 

-m. * .A. « 


■^\m m 


over 



e are you staying?" 




z 


-orposed to beam ap 

■Sfl guess I don't 

. do you have any 
: _# nrri v 3t Areel, 


to my ship, 
get any 
have a 



*?" 


Hut it was a long wait before the 
transporter was clear. Kirk was jumping 
with impatience when he wan finally beamed, 
aboard. He pushed past groups of noisy 
crewmen, and organized chaos, practically 
running to his cabin, a premonition of dis¬ 
aster tightening his throat. When the door 
finally slid aside, he stood rooted to the 
threshold in shock. Everything in his 
cabin, the contents of every shelf and 
drawer, had been ransacked and thrown to 
the floor. His safe had been phasered open 
and its contents removed. His two suit¬ 
cases lay empty and overturned on the floor. 
Worst of all, there was no sign of Spock. 
Seeing that the com unit was damaged, he 
called Security from the neighboring cabin, 
then he called McCoy. 

For the rest of the day, he organized 
Security to investigate the situation, 
search both ships, and question every crew¬ 
man. It was a practically impossible job. 
The Security team organizing the ship change 
over assured Kirk that if Spock had beamed 
anywhere, they would have seen him. No ° rie 
had seen Spock since the evening Kirk had 

beamed down to Earth, and Kirx was t e^ as 
__x.^ 4 -i tr 4 -Vi*5m on shio 1 s coinmuni- 



* — 


* 


» 




5 






V 




* «r urv in Gary’s face when he 


tter of fact, I do! Since I 
— see you for another year, 

. come home with me? Just for 

a little while? 

xiri answered by kissing her 

he rose, taking 

_ * a i:^ ;^v departed. He never saw 

Z£~ <* 

1CC ; S discover”that Kirk had left, 

called Bloch's men for nothing. 

woke in Areel's bed late the 

_ming. A note on her pillow explame 

zmz she had had to leave for work, and to 
zz az&ztd and make himself some breakfast it 

| Guiltily, Kirk decided to forego 
-rsifcfasr, He jumped into his clothes, 
left Areel*s apartment warily, hoping 
*•« e&aties had trailed him here. Hiring 
21 ^irtaxi, he quickly made his way to the 
k* 6 transporter facility. He contacted 

tife 7c— SM — * - * 

ever to the Enterprise yet with his 

belongings': 

ki tain, my records show that Spock 

^5® over yet. One moment, 

Ir * Uhura contacted her Commu- 
7 ~"i*rrri- a - si 8tant, Lt. Palmer, on the 


5^-^* and asked whether either Spock 
Z* tbe an**.« n 8 8u itcases had arrived. 


i^iy, 

u ; tet coi 

iv '-- si!. cs nnot 


negative. Then she 
s cabins on both ships, 
calling Spock on both 
terns, but he did not 



rifc y...l« Cate s P° ck r sir. Shall 

up now to the 

ransporter room 


iiivjJ- ^ 

unreasonable 
crewmen 
ship and sat 


of the 


trying 


a few hours of. this, despair and 
anger filled Kirk’s mind. He felt himse r 

get more and more frantic, b ^ ir ;. t ^ n ^ent 

le demands, and yell at innocent 

He found a quiet corner 
snip ana sat, his head in his ha^.ds, 
desperately to think of another approach 
He restated the problem to himsel., reali 
ing that the question of whomransacked 

his cabin—he was certain that it wasn 

Spock—and also why they did it, 
secondary importance to the question. 
Where was Spock? And he knew a wav he 
might find the answer to that ^ e f^° n ' h 

arranged a tie-in with Sulu on the |it||- 

rise Bridge, and Ensign Grey on the 



"Lieutenant, 


I want you to train the 

- and 


Enter prise 's sensors on the Vengeance, 

Ensign, ~you are to train your sensors on the 

Check for Vulcan readings, 
v: Then, Lieutenant, if you fin ^ 

I*want you to coordinate a search 

program with Ensign Grey. *ou will scan 

Earth and surrounding * ni an v 

resembling Vulcan, also check for any 

anomalies, nearby ships, an ~ .^-itcly if 
port to me every immediately it 


Enterprise . 
Thoroughly! Then, 
nothing, 


Anything 

ina room 


Kirk out." 


A two-hour conference in the briefing 

Scott, and Pollack, tne 
orovided no new ideas, only 

He finally ^t 


them 


with nothing to do for the 


room with McCoy, 

Security Chief, 
frayed nerves. 

moment hfbecLe”aware that he was 
absolutely exhausted, w tung°ut^an e 
• rubbing his monumentally aching 
jumped when McCoy spoke behind him. 


"Jim, why don't you rest now? 


Beam 



over to your new ship with me 


You haven’t 


269 








littl^whl l"^ Y ®*- 1 Y °u could lie down for a 

ono of Th X " you:c new quarters. 1 had 
was S yeomen c heck to make sure the bed 

can tef? = P ; It,s ready for you. You 

oh — 11 ".®ulu where to contact you. Come 

headache "^ 1Ve ^° U some tbi n 9 for that 


In a state of numb despair, Kirk 
allowed himself to be urged to the trans¬ 
porter room and beamed over to the Enterprise . 
He paid no attention to the shiny new 

machinery, the roomy corridors...nothing, 

as he allowed McCoy to lead him to his 
cabin. He took McCoy's headache pills, 
but adamantly refused a sedative. 

"Jim, have you thought that...just 
maybe...Spock left voluntarily...because 
he wanted to?" 

"NoI I don't believe that! He 
wouldn't...." 

"How can you be so sure?" 

"Get out! Leave me alone!" 

"All right! All right. Captain. I 
take it all back." 

Kirk muttered defiantly. "I am sure. 
Bones. And anyway, since he didn't use 
either ship's transporter or shuttle craft, 
he'd need another vessel. Where would he 
get a ship?" But that question started a 
whole new train of thought. Every ship, 
even if shielded from sight and from sensor 
probe, left behind electromagnetic, or 
space—time disturbances, which in the case 
of a ship in orbit, should be relatively 
easy to find and, if they were lucky, trace. 
Revitalized, Kirk contacted Sulu, and 
requested a report. 


McCov could no longer restrain him- 
if «jim! What about Starfleet? Y OU ' rn 

noigoing to hijack the Enterprise ?, •• 

"Oh I'm not? Just wait and see, 

4 „ c i. wait and see! I'll do anvth< 

to°find Spook and bring him back. Any^hingl 

McCov left, speechless for the first 
time in Kirk's memory. 

Feeling better than he had for hours, 
if irk finally lay down to rest. Scott 
-ad implied the whole thing was a wild 

---I chase, but Kirk's command intuition 

him otherwise. He was sure they would 




When Sulu's call 

Lrk that he had only s 
'aptain, we have located 
frfclose to the Vengean 
: t h e crew is ready to 

- -lie r. „ lr,w 



ne -- - 

preparing to follow. 


, it seemed to 
lept a moment. 

a faint trail 

_e. The last 

beam over, and we 


m % - 

made haste to the Sx’i.dcjG* 

oooing at Communications, he spoke 
m-a in an undertone, asking her to 
y attempts by Starfleet to contact 

en, he took the con from Scott, to 

the pursuit. 


First 

to 

ignore 

them. 



☆ ☆ ☆ 


Eight hours later, the Enterprise was 

deep in interstellar space. The trail she 
was following had vanished, and no amount 
of searching could locate it again. 

"Now what, Jim? Do we go back to 
Earth and throw ourselves on Starfleet's 

mercy?" 


"Sir, we have completed the scan for 
Vulcan readings. The results are negative. 

"All right. Contact the Science Officer 
and his assistant, and have them work with 
you and Ensign Grey. Calibrate sensors for 
detection of any disturbances caused by a 
ship in orbit within beaming distance of 
us. The ship probably used shields to 
avoid detection, possibly a very effective 
cloaking device. As soon as the disturbance 
is found, I want it traced. Have the 
Enterprise ready to leave orbit and follow 
it at a moment’s notice. Lieutenant." 

Barely waiting for Sulu to acknowledge, 
Kirk called the Security Chief and told 
him to expedite the ship changeover imme¬ 
diately, even if no one got any rest, 
and that they were leaving orbit very soon 
indeed. Then he told Scott to ready the 
Enterprise warp and impulse drives for 

immediate departure, and repeated his plan 
of action and his orders. 


"No, Bones. We search every planet 
in this quadrant, if necessary, until we 
find him.... Sulu, Vlasic, compute the 
probable course the ship would have taken, 
plot it out, and find the probable desti¬ 
nation, or at least any planets which come 
near to that course. Head for the nearest. 
Call me when we get there.... Mr. Scott 
take over." 

He left the Bridge quickly, before 
McCoy could follow, and found himself on 
the Observation Deck, with no memory of 
how he had gotten there, or how long he 
had been standing, looking at the stars. 
Wetness burst from his eyes and ran down 
his cheeks, stinging. He rested his 
forehead on the adamantine glass of the 
observation port, pressed his right hand 
to the cold surface, and sobbed once 
only. 


"Spock. Oh, 


Spock." 











PART HI 


. ahimmerod, distorting the 
„„ a t waves shimm miging coo i lakes 

H ® 0 i" t0 " Wind, bringing the 

» nd ‘ C ?h«t» ware non . ^ h()t rock ruffled 

ID*'* „£ al Kali "!ulv hair. His mount snuf- 
■c en l , 3 long, “ n itfl Y head restlessly. The 

led •“£ t hough ^"d the extreme heat of 

if/jternoon the hiUa , heads down, 

^ed -^ftheir ^olid reluctance. 

,i<P £eS31 nass, like everything 

The heat would P ned the gathering 

= 1 !!'d»rk “J d come, and the winds. 


dark ciouu= come , - 

ret the rains « * s and stinging 

1 fthe £ier 5 :^n an icy frenzy. Then as 
1 wh £ PP ed J n aSay from Rigel, in its 

. planet moved a y cold would ae t 

alUpt ioSid be ni more snow, no mois- 

There wouio wou i d again become a 

tilre at the hill people had slaugh- 

tered most of ™ and aicknes s. The towns- 
from k un Jj ' er would rely upon the food 
i e 'i h thev bad gathered throughout the 
Tie5 and stored within guarded 

tuckades # 

?Dock had first sought refuge with the 

after his escape, but they were 

;T/ y narrow, xenophobic people, and would ; 

tolerate no stranger among them. They 

drove him out, onto the ^ ar ^ en , ll ^^' hv 
probably, they thought, to be killed by 

the fierce tribesmen who lived there. 

Spock considered the irony of the sit¬ 
uation. The townspeople, the most advanced 
civilization here, would not have him, and 
drove him out, but the hill people, mere 
barbarians, had found him, half dead from 
exposure, half-healed wounds, starvation and 
thirst, and had decided to let him live. 

They had nursed him back to health. 


now 


J hill people and rode with them, 

from h and herdin 9r raiding and thieving 
t-nitt tow nsp e °pie. The tribe grew to 
t*is a*!!' res P ect his honesty and clever- 
"ttance. j^ rec * a te his strength and en- 
■ r,a t he UA.° 8t im P or tant, perhaps, they knew 

i? lou »ly SuarH J ntGreSted in the feW ' 

5 0ck » in turn young women in the tribe. 

°iciia of Si a PP r eciated the silent 

th «y never ‘ He was 9 r ateful 

5^ to d “ d ° d his solitude 

till? hln * and nev ©r ques- 

%% *{*** bacama a P rivacy • Grad- 

tribal * h i«fi nd v°f lie “tenant to 

> th e g ,s£ e camps f,; helping to loe.e. 

herd « in o?d4 r an ° Ut r ° ut< 


and 


eached their 
and began to 



set up camp, make their cooking fircs^t ‘ 

pare food, and repair their cl canrou i 

meager belongings. SpocK 9 d r idge . 

along the spine of the i°^' this temporary 
that served as a lookout £ » this te«po 

encampment. As he stood “° F di8C 

, the small, unbearably bright <»« c was 

of Rigel sank lower in the s ky u . turn- 

covered by the clouds at the hc “^° a ' 

gold and green. Then it fell beneath the 
horizon. The light faded from .he s*y. 

Spock urged the sleepy car.rcul 
across the ridge to the other end. ” e 
looked out across the hills, ignoring 
activity in the encampment below. 
several hours yet before he would be re 
lieved from his post by another guard, a— 
before he would be able to eat a -y 


He did not care. The P ointle J? ne ^ n ?£ h t 
existence weighed heavily on him tonxgnt. 

He felt the pull of the half-formed bond, 

drawing him to Kirk-It £as hopeiess^ 

Kirk would never find him. Would he e ^ 

look? And even if he did, how lo^9 K irk 
it be before he gave up the searen. Kirk 

had shown no awareness of the bon "" 

was easily satisfied with other companion 
ship, other sex-partners. Had he axrea^ 

forgotten Spock? 

Spock watched the gathering dark bring 
the silver stars. He allowed his Vulcan 
controls to slip? there was no one here o 
see or to care. Such pain and longing 
filled him that he could hardly see through 

unshed tears or swallow past the ache in 

He longed with all his soul 

more sight, one more touch, 
lioar* xir-k’s clear voice. 


his throat. 



more, to feel the deck of the starship be¬ 
neath his feet. 

It would have been easy, so very easy, 
just to have given up, to have chosen death 
.. .closed off his mind and willed himself 
into oblivion, rather than suffer every¬ 
thing he had been through. But he had 
chosen survival for Kirk's sake• He had 
wanted to tell Kirk what he had discovered 
after he was forcibly taken off the Ven- 

So much time had passed since then; 
probably too late. 

He began to reminisce, to remember how 
it had happened. For so long now, he had 
denied himself this? it was too painful. 

Now he allowed his mind to turn backwards, 
into the past.. .remembering.. .that last pas 
sionate night...Kirk leaving him, beaming 
down to Earth...the long, sleepless vigil, 
waiting for his return...then, Kirk's voice 
on the com, ordering him to pack his posses 
sions and beam them to his new ship, the 
Enterprise. He began his task. 

It was then that everything began to 
fall apart.... 


TO BE CONTINUED..,.? 















by Betsy 





Raven skies, your stars 

As darkness cowers 

Planet's dawn, 

Watcher. 


enfold 

from the 
your 




One golden man with eyes 

Comes tumbling down. 

Seeking solace 

Guardian. 


of light 

a star in flight 
from the night. 


Wounded now, 

For comfort 


he yearns to flee 


cleaves to mystery, 


His burning heart from pain 

Custodian. 


be free 


From the breech you both must go, 

A devotion life can seldom know. 

Awash with Fate's dim afterglow. 

Shepherd. 

From all the sadness you may find, 

And all the gladness left behind, 

The surge of two hearts intertwined. 

Keeper. 


Soft return to night is best. 

His golden love must find its rest. 

His crimson blood now stains your chest. 

Comforter. 


As darkness falls on distant shore, 

You know what you existed for: 

The chance to hold him close once more. 

Lover. 
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